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Director’s Message by Wayne Stoker 

There are so many exciting things to report this month there is 
not room for a lengthy Director’s Message.  I just want to 
direct your attention to three new offerings at the 
FamilySearch Library, each reported in more detail elsewhere 
in this newsletter.   
First, unveiling our new website – designed to give you direct 
and speedy access to the resources you need to pursue your 
family history!   
Second, a special training class is now offered monthly for 
Ward Family History Consultants – get a good start in your 
new calling!  (This one is for High Priest Group Leaders also).  
Third, Personal Assistance Program – upon request, a 
FamilySearch Library consultant will be assigned to work with 
you on YOUR family tree; to help with the set-up, help with 
making changes and corrections, help finding and attaching 
supporting sources, help adding photos and stories to your 
tree, and most important help preparing information for 
temple ordinances for those in your family tree.  
Don’t be a stranger – Come on down and get involved in the 
many exciting changes that are taking place in Family History 
work in general, and at the FamilySearch Library in particular. 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
 African American Research Study Group     

Oral Interviewing 1   19 Apr 2014 
Oral Interviewing 2   26 Apr 2014 
Oral Interviewing 3    3 May 2014 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library       10:30am – 12:30pm 
 National Genealogical Society Conference      7-10 May 2014 

http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org 
 BYU Family History Conference  29 Jul-1 Aug 2014 

https://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwgen/        Reservations now OPEN 
 2014 Family History Conferences 

http://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Upcoming Conferences 
 

Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson 

Getting the most out of newspapers 
Before performing a newspaper search, check to see that 
the website you are using has newspapers in the time 
and locale that will likely contain the information you 
seek. Keep in mind that newspapers often carried news 
from surrounding communities.  There are several ways 
this can be done on Newspapers.com.  One way is to 
browse the collection.  Another is to search for the name 
of the place.  Another is to use the map located at 
http://Newspapers.com/map.  The map has pins 
showing locations with papers. 

http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org - A New Website 
 

This is one-stop shopping for 
Family History in Las Vegas.  
Our new website is up and 
functional.  We are still 
improving it daily, so you will 
see some “under construction 
signs” here and there.  We 
hope you will enjoy!  The site is 
designed to simplify the task of 
finding assistance with your 
Family History.  

Three main functions are important.   

1. One click on the home page takes you to the monthly 
Newsletter, 

2. Another shortcut takes you directly to the current month’s 
class schedule, 

3. And of most importance, with a simple click you can now 
make reservations on the website for your group’s next 
tour or visit to the library.  Reservations made on line will be 
confirmed back to you by e-mail the next business day.   

In addition the site has stories on current Family History news 
events, and links to many popular sites.  An important link is to 
Family Tree Training - a series of demonstration video lessons 
on different functions of Family Tree, grouped into three levels.  
Here you can learn at your own speed, walking through the 
steps one by one.  It is easy to move from the home page 
directly to Familysearch.org, Puzzilla.com, Rootsmagic.com and 
many other useful sites.  Please send us feedback if there are 
other things you would like to see on the site, and ways we can 
make it more useful to you. 

Training Class for Family History Consultants 

 

A 6:30 p.m. on the last Thursday of each month, the 
FamilySearch Library hosts a special class for Family 
History Consultants and High Priest Group Leaders. 

 Learn what your responsibilities are as a Family 

History Consultant, 

 Learn how the Family History Consultant and the High 

Priest Group Leader can work together effectively, 

 Find out what resources are available to you, and 

how to use them, and 

 Get useful tips, guides and other aids to help you be 

more effective.  

http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
https://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwgen/
http://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Upcoming%20Conferences
http://newspapers.com/map
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org/


LVFSL Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library April Classes 
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 

 

Personal Assistance Program 

We are initiating a new approach at the FamilySearch Library – 
the Personal Assistance Program or PAP for those that live in 
the world of acronyms.  For those that request the PAP when 
visiting the library, we will assign one of our consultants to work 
with you on your tree.  Beyond just explaining how the new 
Family Tree works, they will sit with you and assist in working 
out the problems that might be hiding in your tree, like multiple 
sets of parents, incorrect marriage pairings, lost ordinances, etc.  
They will also introduce you to the newer features of Family 
Tree and work with you as you upload photos onto your tree, 
and help you convert manuscripts into a form that can be 
uploaded as stories onto your family tree.  The consultant can 
also help you identify those areas of your Family Tree that have 
not yet been researched, so you will find new ground to plow.  
We want everyone to succeed and become excited about their 
own family tree.  When you come in, ask for the PAP! 

Successful Youth Conference 
In mid-March, the Elkhorn 
Springs Stake reserved a private 
after-hours session at the Las 
Vegas FamilySearch Library for a 
Family History experience as 
part of their youth conference.  
The leaders of the stake had 
done much advanced 
preparation and when 160 of the stake’s youth descended upon the 
library for the activity they were each able to load their own picture 
and brief life sketch, or testimony, on their Family Tree.  While half of 
the group worked with their Family Tree on the computers, the other 
half attended classes on Story Telling and Journal Keeping or 
participated in related activities.  Half way through the evening a 
meal was served and afterwards, the groups rotated so each had a 
chance to work on their family tree.   Was the evening successful?  
We think so.  Since the youth conference two separate groups of the 
Elkhorn Springs Stake youth have dropped in to further work on their 
Family Trees, proudly wearing the shirts they received at their youth 
conference. 

 

Genealogy Insights by Gail Gibbs 

My husband went on a business trip to Bermuda because a 
colleague couldn't go, back in the day when tickets did not have 
names on them.  He discovered the Gibbs Hill Lighthouse.  He went 
to the House of Names there on the island and learned the name 
Gibbs was of Scottish origin (when we married we both thought our 
ancestry was English).  We were homeschooling our 3 youngest 
children at the time so this discovery inspired a whole unit about 
Scotland.  Two of the boys learned to play the bagpipes and our 
youngest girl to dance the Highland Fling.  We went to the Highland 
Games for competitions, participated in the tug of war and learned 

which clan we came from.  This 
"accidental" trip to Bermuda really 
changed our lives.  The youngest boy, 
Toby, was called to Scotland on a 
mission and took his bagpipes with him.  
After he completed his mission the four 
of us flew to Edinburgh to tour his 
mission and meet some of his friends.   
We stayed at B&B's, a youth hostel, and 
a private college professor's apartment 
(Toby had baptized her nephew).  He 
showed us where he did service at a soup kitchen and a goodwill 
type store in a mall whose central feature was an ice skating rink.  We 
saw Edinburgh Castle and the crown jewels.  We visited Dunvegan 
Castle on Isle of Skye where my husband's ancestor came from.  
Toby played the bagpipes in front of the castle.  We walked around 
Culloden Battlefield, saw a croft and the loch of the Loch Ness 
Monster (heehee) and walked along the bonnie, bonnie banks of 
Loch Lomond and took lots and lots of pictures.   
Do you have a landmark like a lighthouse, famous building, 
restaurant, shop, bridge, church, ship, or tunnel whose history ties in 
with your family?  Try "googling" it and see what you can learn.  
Maybe it will change your life too. 

 

Indexing Info from Tom Jackson 

Due to the overwhelming response to obituary indexing I have 
decided to make my “Ten Commandments for Obituary 
Indexing” available to everyone.  I add the disclaimer; they are 
my own and in no way is anyone but myself responsible for 
them.  I would also add that the two main problems I am 
encountering when arbitrating obituary batches are:  Indexers 
are assuming Surnames when they are not given and math is 
being done. 

 

TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR INDEXING OBITUARIES 

1. THOU SHALT NOT ASSUME. 
2. THOU SHALT READ THE ENTIRE IMAGE AND COUNT THE NUMBER 

OF NAMES. 
3. THOU SHALT INDEX THE NAMES OF ALL INDIVIDUALS. 
4. THOU SHALT ALWAYS INDEX THE NAME OF THE DECEASED FIRST. 
5. THOU SHALT NOT ASSUME SURNAMES, GENDER, AGE OR 

RELATIONSHIP TO THE DECEASED.  MAIDEN NAMES ARE TO BE 
INDEXED WITH THE GIVEN NAME UNLESS THEY ARE IN 
PARENTHESIS. 

6. THOU SHALT USE NO MATH WHEN INDEXING OBITUARIES. 
7. THOU SHALT INDEX A NAME ONLY ONCE NO MATTER HOW MANY 

TIMES IT APPEARS ON THE IMAGE.  COMBINE THE INFORMATION 
FROM EACH NAME INTO ONE ENTRY. 

8. THOU SHALT USE “OTHER RELATIVE” IF THE RELATIONSHIP IS NOT 
ON THE DROPDOWN LIST. 

9. THOU SHALT USE CTRL + SHIFT + B IF THERE ARE LESS THAN ELEVEN 
RECORDS, WHICH IS THE DEFAULT NUMBER FOR EACH IMAGE. 

10. THOU SHALT READ ALL THE DIRECTIONS 
EXPECIALLY THE FIELD HELPS. 

http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org/

