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- From the news desk

Te Roopu Hinga Whanau

Kia ora kia koutou
Some readers have taken exception to a
number of items from previous editions. I
would like to apologise. I accept that some
items may have been construed as being
in bad taste such as the suggestion of
awards based on whanau who have
passed on. Perhaps the concept is fine but
the actual ‘wording’ may need to be more
sensitive and respectful. (It was never intended to be disrespectful.)
Also it would appear that some members
get more or less coverage than others.
That’s true since the more one contributes,
the more they get a mention.

Above - Aunty Annabell with niece Caitlyn taken in New Zealand while ‘home’ for the holidays

Another issue is in writing about an actual event but combining it with ‘made up’ stuff such as the
rugby match.
So I apologise and mean this sincerely. But this all stops right here. Before you read on or flick a
page please heed the following. You are going to be offended again. That’s a promise. The relevant
editor at the time owns all comments made directly or by virtue of an item being published.
TRHW is not designed or intended to insult whanau. However, this publication does reserve the right
to express ideas, use humour, be imaginative, provide an opinion or otherwise exercise full and complete discretion to print, withhold, or use information it considers appropriate to it’s audience. Don’t
like it—DON’T READ IT. I suggest if a newsletter must first meet the approval of all members and
other whanau prior to being printed—we would not have a newsletter.
- Editor

If you are still reading, welcome to
this our eighth edition of TRHW.
Check out whanau profile where we
examine the likes and dislikes of a
TRHW member.
Updates around the World includes a
segment on New Zealand’s performance at the Melbourne Commonwealth Games while the back page
puzzle will prove to be a challenge.
There is an appeal for a Whanau
Trust account as well as ideas for a
Whanau Festival of Fun. So sit back,
relax and enjoy.
Future contributions to be sent to the
Editor at 6 Goroke Court, Croydon
3136 Melbourne, AUSTRALIA or
hinga2@optusnet.com.au.

There is a call for New Zealandbased whanau to make a difference to the way we plan future
events.
An account has been set up so
whanau can make regular financial
contributions to a trust fund. The
purpose of the fund is to:
1.

Support whanau events that
promote together-ness like
mini reunions or holidays.

2.

Celebrate upcoming events
considered to be important
milestones. For example
birthdays, engagements, and
weddings.

3.

Assist those interested in
travel to purchase things like
passports or other travel
items excluding airfares.

4.

Support whanau in times of
extreme hardship.

5.

Help pay costs associated
with funeral and unveilings.

The whanau trust acts in a similar
way to that of church tithing although you certainly wont be expected to pay 10% of your income.
The trust fund has real potential but
a lot of factors impact on it’s success. Consider the following points.

•

There must be universal buyin. Unless there is full support for the concept there will
be little hope of getting the
fund set up. The trust cannot
and should not rely on a few
people.
-continued on page 2

(continued from page 1)

•

•

•

•

Those managing the fund need to be from separate
households to protect the integrity and confidence of
the trust and the trustees.
Contributions can either be made regularly or in lump
sum. For example, if the agreement is for $10.00 per
week per family , households can choose to pay
$520.00 to cover 12 months or $260.00 per half year.
Rules need to be set up to ensure withdrawals are in
line with the wishes of the trustees as a collective. For
example, regularly borrowing from the trust should be
kept to an absolute minimum or even prohibited unless
the trustees agree that a particular case meets the
terms of ‘extreme hardship’.
A financial performance record including a record of
who is contributing will be published as an attachment
to this newsletter. The financial attachment will not be
distributed to those outside the Roopu. The statement
will include a photocopy of the original statement supplied by the bank.

Here are some recommendations for those considering making contributions:

•
•

•

•

•

Adults (usually parents) to pay $10.00 each per week.
In the interest of fairness and equity, teenagers should
not be expected to participate given that many do not
earn an income. This will ensure those teenagers not
contributing are not being disadvantaged. Therefore
those who are able, may assist with their parents contributions if they wish.
There are no refunds for whanau who wishes to sieze
making contributions and withdraw from the trust. Simply because it is a trust set up for the interests of everyone as a collective.
Some provision should be made to refund that portion
over and above the normal contributions expected
from each whanau. For example, if the trustees agree
on a set amount, additional contributions must be refunded pro rata upon application of intention to withdraw from the trust.

-Above Nana leading her moko’s in an action waiata

Got access to the world wide web? If so, you may be interested in a few websites.
Maori Org New Zealand has a fantastic site where whanau from
all over the world can post messages, access links to whanau
websites, get information about whakapapa, and promote reunions and other events. You can even create your own website.
At present, uncle Darrell has begun creating a whakapapa located on this site. The good news is you can access it and add
details. If you’re online this is a must view. However, you are required to sign up if you wish to use this site. Just click on ‘join’
and follow the online instructions.
My advice is you use the same account name and password for
things such as hotmail, yahoo, oldfriends or other online sites to
save confusion. If you wish to use unique sign in names and
passwords (for security purposes) then make sure you keep a
written list somewhere safe in case you forget which name or
password you use for various sites.
When online follow these instructions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Type ‘www.maori.org.nz’ (in the browser)
Once inside, click on ‘Other Resources Here’
Next click on ‘Whanau Records’
In the search type ‘Hinga’

Here you will find a list of people. You can view their record and
update their information if you wish (providing it is the right inforShould the majority of trustees lose confidence in the
mation of course). Some names require a password if you want
management of the trust fund and make application to to alter the details. Those people directly related to us do not redissolve it, a full refund to each contributor, less trust
quire one as this function is now disabled so you can add inforfees, should be made as soon as practicable to current mation.
trustee members at the time. In the event of a surplus,
this can either be distributed in equal amounts to the
I believe there are far better whakapapa software available at
remaining trustees or disposed according to majority
computer and book stores. But this site is perhaps the best one
vote.
for locating and identifying other whanau members. If you are

$20.00 per week for each household is manageable although
miss a couple of payments and it will become a big burden.
But it is possible.
Your ideas as always, would be appreciated.

Did you know:
If only six households contributed $20.00 per
week to the trust fund they would save a total of
$6,240.00 after just 12 months—ching ching.

successful in joining then make sure you post messages in
search of Hinga whanau and begin sharing information with others.
Membership to this publication has been growing and you can
bet more of our extended whanau are looking and sharing information on the world wide web.
Another site is yahoo. I have posted all our newsletters and photographs here. If you accidentally delete a newsletter or photo’s,
or wish to post messages to whanau you can do so anytime anytime. Once again you will need to sign up.
Send me an email for more information so you can join Te Roopu
Hinga Whanau online or maori.org.nz.

Festival of a Lifetime!

A

couple of editions ago we promised to keep
you up-to-date with organising a mini-get together similar to our recent family concert.

Uncle Roger reports that he and wife Eve are looking forward
to visiting New Zealand, perhaps permanently, in the not too
distant future. They are currently exploring their options such
as immigration, purchasing a home, and employment opportunities. They are also considering Australia.
Whatever they choose it might also present a good opportunity
to start saving for a whanau festival. There are so many ideas
floating out there with everyone in agreement about staging
such an event.
Here are some suggestions and a possible itinerary. Although
some whanau may have work commitments this early notice
should allow for adequate planning. When? What does Christmas 2007 sound like?

Around the World—in 80 seconds
Prodigal son Returns
Putaruru, New Zealand

Daniel ‘the main man’ Blick has rejoined the flock after several
months in the deep south. He is residing with his brother Mark in
Tirau. Good on you Dan nice to have you back.

21st in July
Auckland, New Zealand

Speaking of big brother. Whanau are reminded that Mark will be
celebrating his 21st birthday in July.
Mark has the honourable distinction of being the first mokopuna
to reach the esteemed milestone and so it is hoped Te Roopu Hinga
Whanau can help make it a memorable occasion. This particular
event highlights one of the arguments for the establishment of a
whanau trust account. Contact papa for more information.
Uncle Roger and uncle Darrell are hoping to return to New Zealand in July.

Masters of the Universe—ity!

Day 1
First “Grudge Series” Rugby Test
Swim (Miranda or Waiwera Hot Pools)
Memory Night—Our Past Our Journey—Presented by
Darrell
Day 2
Day trip down Memory Lane visiting neighbours, relatives and places of interest like schools etc
Mangere Lawn Cemetery
Kia Maumahara Tatou I Nga Mate (Remembering those
who have passed on)—presented by nana and papa
Memory Awards—Presented by Annabell
Day 3
Second “Grudge Series” Rugby Test
Lunch at the Beach (Maraetae)
“This is Your Life”—presented by Roger
Day 4
Hing Alympics—organised by Rhona
Golf Tournament complete with trophy for the winner
Dinner at Resturant (Valentines)
Who wants to be a Millionaire with real money—hosted
by Delthia
Day 5
Third and Final “Grudge Series” Rugby Test
Hangi
Concert and Camp Fire (Open invitation to extended
whanau)

It goes without saying that there will be plenty of intermingling,
singing, and photo snaps taken in between times. The above
itinerary definitely lacks detail but it may be enough to wet the
appetite.
Although we may consider ourselves not to be superstitious,
calling it a ‘Family Reunion’ is a jinx it seems. Because it has
become a buzz word at almost every family meeting. So let’s
play it safe. Let’s call it a Whanau Festival.

So, what do you think? Your ideas are welcome.

Melbourne, Australia

Darrell will be spending more time concentrating on his own business having enrolled to do a Masters in Business at Swinburne University in Melbourne.
While he will continue to work in the health sector he hopes to
develop Hiland Industries as a successful and professional business
venture through his studies as well as refining and learning new
management skills.

Australia and New Zealand on top of the World
Te Roopu Hinga Whanau News Association

The recent Commonwealth Games brought with it a mixture of victorious pride, tears, and shear frustration for Kiwi’s all over the
world.
While we celebrated gold in events we did not expect to do well
in, there was some disappointment in missing out on gold for events
we were strong contenders for. And although New Zealand can be
proud of six gold medals, for many, it was still a disappointing performance.
Luckily for us Australian residents, we can take comfort that Australia won 84 gold and New Zealand 6 making it a total of 90 gold
medals in all. At least for the rest of the whanau, you can say you
beat Ireland (Northern Ireland that is).
Come on tamariki get out, get training, and go for gold! Unfortunately, they do not hand out gold medals for good looks.

Did you know:
If Australia just sent the Eastern Suburbs of
Melbourne to this years Commonwealth Games, we
would have beaten New Zealand by 4 gold medals!
In fact, if Australia decided to just send two
swimmers in Libby Lenton and Leisal Jones, we
would still have beaten New Zealand by one gold
medal! Notice I said “We”?
I’ll give it a rest now.

ROGER ALEXANDER HINGA

Age:
Birth:
Born:
Star:

Happy Birthday’s—February, March, April and May
Hosea Thompson Aroha Rikiti

Robert Hinga

Anthony Stimpson

9 February

23 March

29 March

20 April

Lindsay Hinga

Marama Tedbury Papa Hinga

Roger Hinga

1 May

8 May

26 May

33 (34 in the next few days)
May 26 1972
Middlemore
Gemini

The Luck of The Irish
Knick Knack Paddy’s Wacked

FAVOURITE:
Food:
Music:
Singer:
Movie:
Car:
Animal:
Sport:
Hobby:
Likes to:
Dislikes:

19 May

Chicken
Hip Hop
Elvis Presley
Shawshank Redemption
SS Holden Commodore
Dogs
Rugby and League
Rowing
Play Mummy and Daddy’s
Not having any money

WHEN I GROW UP:
To late grown up already and still haven’t
changed
3 MOST IMPORTANT PEOPLE:
Trinity Pikitia Gill
Eve Jessica fisher
Me
COUNTRY I MOST WANT TO VISIT:
Spain (went there recently)
PLACE I MOST WANT TO SEE:
Spainish Steps in Rome
PERSON I MOST ADMIRE:
True uncle Darrell. Look at what he’s
achieved so far. He makes our family look
good and I know we are all proud of his
achievements.
MESSAGE I WANT TO LEAVE PEOPLE:
Travel if you can it’s the most adventurous
thing you could do. You get to experience and
enjoy the different cultures that we have in
this world.
EDITORS NOTE:
Uncle Roger was given every opportunity to
retract some of his comments. TRHW maintains that uncle Roger has made it clear his
comments about uncle Darrell reflect his
thoughts and that of the rest of the world.
It is simply a coincidence that uncle Roger
has won the $100.00 secret editors gift
award! Unfortunately, it’s not actually worth
anything—but it’s the thought that counts.
CONGRATULATIONS on behalf of TRHW

Paddy had been drinking at his local pub in Limerick all day and most of the night celebrating St Patrick's Day. Mick, the bartender says, “You'll not be drinking anymore tonight Paddy I know you’re not tirsty”.
Paddy replies “OK Mick, I'll be on my way then.”
Paddy steps off his stool. As he does he falls flat on his face. “Ouich” he says, and pulls
himself up by the stool and dusts himself off. He takes a step towards the door and falls
flat on his face. “Ouich, what’s goin on?” He looks to the doorway and thinks to himself
that if he can just get to the door, and some fresh air, he'll be fine. He belly crawls to the
door and shimmies up to the door frame. He sticks his head outside and takes a deep
breath of fresh air, feels much better and takes a step out onto the pavement and falls flat
on his face. “Bi'Gosh... I'm hud it,” he says.
He can see his house just a few doors down, and crawls to the door, hauls himself up the
door frame, opens the door and shimmies inside. He takes a look up the stairs and says
“No way, just my luck”. He crawls up the stairs to his bedroom door and says “I can
surely make it to the bed.” He takes a step into the room and falls flat on his face. “Bi
geez” he says as he falls into bed.
The next morning, his wife, Abby, comes into the room carrying a cup of coffee and
says, “Get up Paddy. Did you have a bit to drink last night?” Paddy says, “I did Abby. I
was so drunk. But how'd you know?”
“Mick phoned, . . . You left your wheelchair at the pub again.”

Something Fishy
Did you hear about the Irish fish that swam into a brick wall? “Dam!”

Let us Fart
Then there was the elderly Irish couple visiting their local church service next to uncle
Roger’s house.
About halfway through the service, the little old lady leans over and whispers to her
husband, “I just did a silent fart.”
He replies, “Oh for crying out loud missus, put a new battery in your hearing aid”.

Who is this? Unscramble to find out.

