
K ia ora kia koutou

Another year, another
chapter, another issue of Te
Roopu Hinga Whanau.

Be sure to check out the new Ask
Your Uncle segment on the back
page. In this edition we also flick
through the pages of yet another
family packed fun-filled
holiday season.

This time, we get to
delve into the travel diary
of uncle Roger and aunty
Eve as they traverse the convoluted
terrains of Aotearoa New Zealand,
splash out in Malaysia and reflect
on their journey as they head home
to Ireland.

They, along with cousin Trinity
provided the inspiration for this
years whanau gathering.

Aunty Rhona also returned home
to spend time with uncle Joe, Ho-
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For some, this is easier said than
done.

We can expect many more op-
portunities in 2007 to create posi-
tive change or to simply make the
most of our experiences.

to enjoy each day of your travels?”
Regrets can leave a bitter and lasting
aftertaste.

Having a good time takes effort. It
requires us to make a conscious deci-
sion to make the best of every situa-
tion—both positive and not-so-good.

sea and Elijah and to join in the vari-
ous whanau activities.

Travelling around Australia may not
compare to the mileage covered by
those who flew back to New Zea-
land, but for uncle Darrell, the mara-
thon drive from Melbourne to Alice
Springs provided enough excitement
and adventure to last a lifetime.

Whether one
travelled between
Ireland and New
Zealand, Mel-
bourne and Hast-

ings or from Auckland to Waiwera
the most important aspect is not how
we get from one place to the next,
but what we get up to while we are
there.

After all, our human instinct is to
return to the place that leaves a big
impression on us.

The question then is: “have you
made the most of your opportunities

“...as they traverse the con-
voluted terrains of Aotearoa
New Zealand …”

Wherever you travel, however you
get there and for whatever the pur-
pose, what you choose to say or do
will again leave a lasting impression.
And whether it will be positive or not
is entirely up to you.

Pictured Above: Caitlyn—finds a novel way of travelling from one place to another.

ena Koutou, E Mihi Arohanui
Kia Koutou Katoa

Personal reflections on 2006 and our hopes and
aspirations for the year 2007.

As we reflect back on the past year
with all it’s ups and downs. The good
and bad points, joys and sorrows,
one can only focus on the positive
things that we as a whanau have
achieved.

Those achievements are seen in the growth we
have in our relationship with one another. The
unity we share through the gatherings, the out-
ing’s and games, the great sing-a-longs and the
kai shared fit for Kings.

Nga mokopuna, growing up in all their splendor,
shapes and sizes. Parents too are also growing
in their wisdom as they strive in their work to
make all this possible.

Take a bow everyone!

We are indeed a unique whanau and I person-
ally don’t give a stuff who thinks otherwise.

We are a blessed family, gifted with talents that
stem from our family history of fighters, these at-
tributes that are now beginning to be seen in our
up and coming mokopuna.

The gates of 2006 have now closed behind us.
What is available to us now are the memories.
However, the experience gained and learnt from

The following was written by Papa—
New Zealand correspondent.

the past year can be used as a tool to move us for-
ward and to focus on new things for 2007.

Let us, the members of Te Roopu Hinga Whanau,
affiliated through marriage and whakapapa, take the
opportunity to wish one another a blessed and inspir-
ing 2007.

What would you like to achieve in
2007? For inspiration check out
what the moko’s have to say (page
4). Some want to excel in their cho-
sen subjects others aspire to be pro-
fessionals while others still, are con-

tent to go in search of a dream. The only limita-
tion is your imagination. What will tomorrow
bring for you?

Pictured Above: New Zealand’s Daniel Blick celebrates his dream at the
Rugby 7’s Cathy Pacific final in Hong Kong.

“….unity we share through
the gatherings, the outing’s
and games, the great sing-a-
longs and the kai....”

Could this be Tomorrows Headlines?
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OUR TRIP TO NEW ZEALAND
– B Y R O G E R H I N G A

F
lying into New Zealand sent
goose-bumps down my back.

It was both exciting and overwhelm-
ing. This trip is one I shall never forget.

For our first night
Eve and I stayed
at the President
Hotel in
Auckland

City. We immediately contacted nana,
papa and Trinity to arrange a meeting.
The moment I saw Trinity we held each
other in a warm embrace. This contin-
ued for at least 10 minutes before I
could even speak to anyone else. It was
a very emotional moment.

We headed for the Happy Day Buffet
Restaurant in Manukau to give Eve the
opportunity to get to know nana and
papa for the first time.

On day two Eve and I went for an early
morning stroll along the city wharf. Here we
enjoyed a romantic breakfast at one of the
side-walk cafés before meeting the rest of the
whanau.

Later we collected Trinity form her aunty
Moetus house and drove down to Pukekohe
to meet up with nana and papa.

Auckland definitely has improved traffic
flow. It even felt like I was in a different coun-
try at times. That is until you come across the
things that are familiar. Some things just
never change.

We got to meet up with Anna-
belle and her family who are cur-
rently living in Pukekohe as well.
I could not believe how much
her children have grown.

Nana and papa then escorted us down to
Tirau for a whanau gathering at Mark and
Sue’s house. Once there we were greeted
with open arms by everyone including Rhona,
Joseph, Elijah, Hosea, Kane, Daniel, Api,
Lleyton, Mark and Sue.

Lindsay, Jackie and their family arrived
shortly after. It was amazing to meet up with
Krystal, Lillian, Jesse and little Lindsay after
some 8 years. Korina and Michael from
Jackie’s side of the family were also in atten-
dance.

Delthia, Roy and their children Marama, An-
thony, Merita, Rhonda, Bronwyn and
Jeannine also joined in what was becoming a
massive gathering.

We started our celebrations with a few
drinks and catching up with everyone. It was
really enjoyable for me. I can tell Trinity and
Eve were enjoying themselves too. Then Sue
put into practise her remarkable cooking skills
and presented us with a magnificent meal.
Not surprisingly, it was gone in seconds.

Then the real party started with Sue making
her famous cocktails which I think she ended
up regretting.

Later in the evening Robert turned up with
Anabelle. At first he was really quiet but he
soon loosened up after a few drinks. Robert
is still the same—happy go lucky and just go-
ing with the flow.

The songs poured
out from all the
brothers and sisters.
Even nana and
papa joined in on
the Hinga Idol. Then
out of the blue Trin-
ity bursted into one
amazing tune which
stunned everyone—
even Rhona.

Our night never
seemed to end. For Mark, Sue and I it really
didn’t because we stayed up all night just in
time to go milking.

Our tour of the rest of New Zealand started
from Mark’s place. Eve, Trinity and myself
drove to Delthia’s house before heading to
Rotorua. Mt Maunganui was our next port of
call where we stayed with Mike and Sue
Hayes. Mike and Sue are long time family
friends.

Once over the Tauranga bridge we set our
sights on Taupo. Wherever we travelled the
landscape was amazing. We were even im-
pressed with the greenery especially the way
the forestry trees were set out on our drive

along the back roads towards
Taupo.

From there we spent time in
Wanganui before cruising off to

Wellington. And cruising is what we did by
catching the Inter-island Ferry from Welling-
ton to Picton.

We were greeted by more beautiful scenes
as we arrived in Picton. The rolling hills,
inlets, and little unoccupied islands dotted all
over the place was
something to behold.
Picton was definitely
one of Eve’s favourite
spots.

From here we travelled on to Nelson, Grey-
mouth and Kaikoura. We had a whale of a
time!

The trip treated us to some breath-taking
views. We were blown away by the magnifi-
cent colour of the sea, the mountains and
even lake Taupo and lake Rotoiti.

Having caught our breath it was back to Pic-
ton to set sail for Wellington. We back
tracked to Wanganui again before heading off
to Delthia and Roy’s for one night.

We also spent a night over Lindsey and

Jackie’s and a night at nana and papa’s.
The next day Rhona flew back to Australia

and we drove north to Orewa for some camp-
ing with Mark, Sue and the boys. We also
got to stay a night with Sue’s father at his
Whangaparoa home before spending our fi-
nal two days at Mark’s house in Tirau.

At last, it was time to bid farewell and this
we did with everyone on our final evening in
New Zealand. As we headed to the airport we
stopped at Pukekohe to say goodbye to
nana, papa and Annabelle and her whanau.

Before arriving home in Ireland we had an
opportunity to stay in Malaysia for a few days.
Malaysia is a very hot
place. We received
excellent treatment
from staff at a five star
hotel we stayed in
while we were there.
We stayed at the Shangri-la in Kuala Lumpur.
This place is also home to the tallest building
in the world—the Pendro towers where we
toured. Eve went crazy doing some last min-
ute shopping.

As for me I had enough to take back to Ire-
land like the memories gained from an excit-
ing and yet exhausting trip ‘down under’—my
home, my family, my heritage.

To all the family who put up with us while we
stayed, shared, laughed and cried, thank you
so much for the love and kindness you gave
us while we were floating in the ‘Land of the
Long White Cloud’.

“The moment I saw Trinity
we held each other in a
warm embrace.”

“It even felt like I was in a
different country at times…
(but) some things never
change.”

“…. beautiful scenes....
the rolling hills, inlets,
and little unoccupied is-
lands.... the place was
something to behold.”

“Malaysia is a very hot
place…we received excel-
lent treatment ...at a five
star hotel.”

Pictured from left to right, Robert and
Roger—happy and just going with the
flow.

Pictured: Roger and Eve toast the whanau for their love,
kindness and for the memories.

Pictured: Eve blown away by the magnificent colour of the
sea, the mountains and even lake Taupo.
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I
f to Bebo or not to Bebo is the
question you may be asking
yourself “what is the an-
swer?”

To find out the answer you will need
to consult the younger whanau mem-
bers.

Information technologically has ad-
vanced beyond what anyone could
ever have imagined. Today, there is
no excuse for
wondering what
your loved one’s
are up to. That is,
unless they are
not connected to
the world-wide
web. But, you can almost guarantee
your teenage moko, niece, nephew
or child knows about Bebo—even if
they don’t own a computer at home.

Bebo is a free online personalised
website that anyone can set up and
use.

You can send individual messages
to other Bebo users, post photo-
graphs in multiple photo albums,
draw a picture, upload a video clip
and create quizzers that automati-
cally adds up the number of correct
versus incorrect answers.

Best of all you can update your pro-

file using a number of different tem-
plates to truly personalise your home
page. But don’t take my word for it
check it out for yourself.

At last glance, there were
7 of the mokopuna with
Bebo accounts. It’s also a
great way to find friends
who use Bebo as a means
of keeping friends and family up-to-
date.

Mind you, being a true blue
Bebo-er means you have to
learn to write and understand a
whole new language. Here is
an example but be warned, this
may take awhile to decipher:

(From Trinity’s Bebo homepage.)

SUPITY SUP SUP SUP! TO ALL D
BEBO - FREEK - A LEEKS OUT
THURR.. TO ALL MA FANS.. MA
HATERZ AND ALL MA PARTICI-
PATERZ MA NAME BE TRINATEE
BUH CHU CAN CALL ME LATER
PEOW PEOW

(And from Lillian’s…)

HeY hEy HEy mAh nAmE iS
LilLIaN.....bUh JsT cAl MeH GoMo...
LiLY gOMo... I gOt DaT NAmE oF
MAh CuzHn nD Nw Im sTuCK WId
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THE GOLDEN YEARS!
Pukekohe, NEW ZEALAND

Nana and papa have accepted the fact

they are living in their golden age of

retirement. “We feel we can plan or

focus ourselves around all our

whanau circles, committing ourselves

to travel and spending time with each

and everyone as best we can and as

time allows us.” Their spiritual heri-

tage will always be part and parcel of

their being and God willing, He will

use them as role models for all, be it

whanau or otherwise.

They are setting their sights on a trip
to Ireland though in reality it may
seem but a dream, but who knows?

“That’s our aspiration for 2007.”

ADVANCED NOTICE—30TH WED-
DING ANNIVERSARY MARCH
2007
Mount Maunganui, NEW ZEALAND

Congratulations to cousin Beverly and
Don Boswell who will be celebrating
their 30th wedding anniversary on
March 2.

Beverly and Don recently welcomed
new grandchildren Kyroux Tangiroi-
mata Tata on 22 December 2006—a
baby girl to Donna and her partner
Drew and also Amber-Jade Linda
McIntyre—second child to Jessica and
her partner Adam on 9 January 2007.
Further details can be found on the
whakapapa website:
www.tribalpages.com/tribes/
hingawhanau. In the meantime, our
congratulations to all concerned.

70 YEARS YOUNG AND STILL GO-
ING STRONG
Rotorua, NEW ZEALAND

Aunty Lena Rapana is having her 70th
birthday in Rotorua on Sunday 17 June
2007. The venue is the Citizens Club
in Rotorua. It should be a fun night as
the occasion will also mark Ratua's
50th and her son Joey's 30th birthdays
also in June. “Hope to see most if not
all there. Arohanui Rakapa Smith.”

KIWI KID VS OZZIE KIDS
Melbourne, AUSTRALIA

Renee recently competed against

3,000 Oz kids in a triathlon held at one

of Melbourne’s more famous beach-

side resort strips. The sporting menu

for the day included a 100 meter swim,

1.5km bike ride and a 500 meter run.

NEWS—
In Brief (1)

I wish to announce that I will
be celebrating my 40th

birthday this year on the 21st of
September 2007.

It is my intention to share this
special day with as many of the
whanau as possible. On this basis
I extend an open invitation to all
those who are able to join me.

Approaching 40
allows me to re-
flect on where
my life has been
and what the fu-
ture has installed
for my family and I.

Reaching such a milestone also

40TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

enables me to set goals about
what I would like to achieve over
the coming years.

Catherine, Cassandra and
Kayne have set goals for them-
selves this year.

For example, Catherine intends
to spend another year at Puke-
kohe High school joining Cassan-
dra who will be attending high
school for the first time.

Kayne too has
set his sights on
girls er, I mean
school. He will be
attending Puke-
kohe South Inter-
mediate.

As for Mathew he’ll con-
tinue with his milk run, deliv-
ering milk products all over
the Waikato area.

Another important develop-
ment has seen my children

and I attend The Salvation Army
in Papakura.

There are other things I would
like to achieve. But in the mean-
time, it is business as usual for
me.

I hope your plans come to
pass. I also hope that you and
your whanau will join me in Sep-

tember to celebrate my
birthday.

Till next time:

Love from the Blomfield
Whanau.

A reminder of Annabelle’s
40th birthday will be published
closer time.

For any further information
you can contact Annabelle at
47b Paerata Road, Pukekohe
or phone / text her on 021 260
9273.

“...my children and I attend
The Salvation Army in Pa-
pakura...”

“...On this basis I
extend an open invi-
tation to all those
who are able to join
me…”

TO BEBO OR NOT TO BEBO

iT AlL mAh lUf.....! lOl WeL eNiI-
wAyS I gO tAh mATaMatA Col-
LeGe nD i lIV iN tIrAu oN a fARm.

Of course, you can
use the more tradi-
tional style of writing
but it will certainly
show your age.

Here are some of the sites you can
go visit:

Trinity:

http://XxXTRINATEEXxX.bebo.com

Lillian:

http://xOxO-Sexy-Love-
xOxO.bebo.com

Krystal:
http://xXx-HuNii-BaBii-
xXx.bebo.com

Daniel:
http://DbWill-s.bebo.com

Rhonda:
http://gorgeousangel.bebo.com

Cassandra:
http://cassieb238.bebo.com

Catherine (No public access):
http://Iloveyoumahuni.bebo.com

If you wish to start your very own
account go to: www.bebo.com.

...you can almost guar-
antee your teenage
moko, niece, nephew or
child knows about
Bebo…

...being a true blue
Bebo-er means you
have to learn to write
and understand a whole
new language…

Pictured: Weet Bix kid Renee looking
forward to next year.

“...Approaching 40
allows me to reflect on
where my life has
been…”
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BIRTHDAYS FOR DECEMBER, JANUARY, AND FEBRUARY:
C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S T O T H E F O L L O W I N G P E O P L E

Name Surname Date Year Place Age

Lleyton Blick 8 December 2003 Waikato 3

Trinity Gill 22 December 1991 Auckland 15

Rawiri (John) Rapana January 1943 Rotorua 64

David Blick 1 January 1961 46

Nancy Matika 1 January 1939 Auckland 68

Veronica Rapana 5 January 1947 Rotorua 60

Elizabeth Blick 6 Janaury 1989 Auckland 18

Lillian Hinga 23 January 1993 Auckland 14

Lindsey Hinga 29 January 1974 Auckland 33

Hosea Thompson 9 February 1991 Auckland 16

Wihau Rapana 23 February 1934 Rotorua 73

Congratulations to Rhona and Joe Thompson Married 21 February 1993 Hastings, Hawkes Bay 14 years

Congratulations to Lindsey and Jacqui Hinga Married 20 January 1997 Papakura, Auckland 10 years

HOT OFF THE PRESS!
Auckland, NEW ZEALAND

Niece Catherine is set to welcome a new
child into the world making mum Anna-
belle a grandmother once again. Stay
glued to TRHW for future updates. The
expectant child is due to arrive sometime
in July 2007.

INTELLIGENCE REIGNS
Waikato, NEW ZEALAND

Highlights for Elizabeth in 2006 include
attending the “Las Vegas Rollers” ball
prize giving, receiving the Vonnie Kay
Memorial Trophy (for contributions to
music) and being awarded the Carter Holt
Harvey Scholarship. Mark’s 21st and
Christmas morning with nana and papa
were also highlights. Like uncle Joe,
Elizabeth has decided to undertake terti-
ary studies. “I will be studying for a
Bachelor of Social Science with a double
major in Psychology and Industrial Rela-
tions and Human Resource Management.

INCREASE YOUR NET-WORTH
Linchfield, NEW ZEALAND

Although Anthony reports not to have

done so well in English he still says he

had a good year. “I experienced a sense of

independence and I didn’t gain weight.”

In 2007, Anthony hopes to increase his

net-worth and to “do well in all area’s of

my science study.”

RUGBY FEST—NOTHERN HEMSI-

PHERE

Edinburgh, SCOTLAND

Roger is in Edinburgh, Scotland to watch
Ireland play against the national side in
the six nations championship.

Roger describes Scotland as a great
place and “one of those places where the
people are just unreal and incredibly
open and welcoming.”

Roger however may be a little biased
since the Hinga whanau does have an an-
cestral link to Scotland.

More NEWS—
In Brief (2)

Pictured: Catherine—expectant mum

Pictured: Anthony—Increasing his net-worth

Pictured: Elizabeth—studying a double major
in Psychology and Industrial Relations and
Human Resource Management.

THE MANY FACES OF TRHW
– C O U R T E S Y O F K R Y S T A L H I N G A


