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Action Items 

If the United States is going to live up to the words of its Pledge of Allegiance, “one nation 

under God with liberty and justice for all,” it is imperative and mandatory that the nation’s 

political leadership and its citizens act to correct anything that prohibits or restricts us from 

being “one nation under God with liberty and justice” for all Americans.  The faith community is 

determined and committed to motivate and move our political leadership and citizens to take 

corrective action to destroy the evil of racism and the negative consequences of race that deny 

liberty, justice and opportunity for all of our citizens. 

Enclosed is not an exhaustive, but an important list of actions that we call upon the Obama 

Administration, the Congress, governors and state legislatures to act upon. We not only call 

upon them to take action, but we will meet with them to persuade, influence and if necessary 

pressure them to act. 

 

Criminal Justice Reform 

Nowhere over the last few years have we seen a greater need for reform than in the nation’s 

criminal justice system. It is rife with racism, bias and unjust laws which negatively impact certain 

minorities, while providing exceptions for the nation’s dominant population. Laws enacted during 

the 1990’s while well intentioned justified bias in law enforcement. For example these laws 

created a criminal justice system where Blacks and Latino’s make up 30% of the nation’s 

population, but 60% of American inmates. 

 A glaring example of racial injustice is drug use in the United States. When it comes to the use of 

illegal drugs, “White America does the crime, but Black America gets the time.” White Americans 

use more kinds of illegal drugs, yet Blacks go to prison far more than Whites. Of the more than 

225,000 people serving time in state prisons for drug offenses in 2011, Blacks made up 45% and 

Whites 30%. 

The responsibility for proliferation of drugs in the Black community is not by Blacks, yet police 

target low income minority neighborhoods and make most of their arrest, while those who send 

drugs into the community get rich and go free. Blacks and Latinos, who are arrested more than 

once, then have a “prior record” and face higher sentences. Most of these minorities are non-

violent offenders, who are addicts and need rehabilitation, not prison. 

Another example of racial injustice is racial profiling by law enforcement. This is a longstanding 

national practice where police target Blacks for no other reason than the color of their skin. Their 

color makes police suspicious that they have done something wrong or something is not right. 
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Racial profiling happens every day all across the United States. Blacks are stopped, interrogated, 

searched and often harassed for no credible reason. Racial profiling is a blatant violation of the 

United States Constitution and its guarantee of equal protection under the law. It is not only 

humiliating and causes anger, but it has led to unarmed Blacks being shot and killed by law 

enforcement. We have seen the deadly consequence of racial profiling recently in North 

Charleston, South Carolina, Tulsa, Oklahoma, Baltimore, MD, and Cincinnati, Ohio, just to name 

a few examples. To justify their actions, police use the magic words to give prosecutors 

justification not to indict and juries reason not to convict, “we feared for our lives.” Because of 

racial profiling, Blacks are the ones who have reason to fear for their lives.  

County Prosecutors in many instances have become an impediment to justice and a symbol of 

racial bias in instances where Blacks and Latinos are shot or engaged by law enforcement. In St. 

Louis County, MO. and Staten Island, New York for example, there can be no question that 

prosecutors were biased toward law enforcement in how they handled these cases. Presenting 

witnesses to the grand jury who lacked credibility and not giving explanations for not seeking 

indictments when a video clearly showed police choking the deceased undermine confidence of 

Blacks in the criminal justice system. To this date there has been no explanation why the 

prosecutor did not recommend an indictment, and the prosecutor has now been elected to 

Congress. It will be interesting to see, even though they have been indicted, if juries will convict 

police officers in North Charleston, SC, Tulsa, OK, Baltimore, MD, and Cincinnati, OH. 

To add to the sense of injustice and polarization between Blacks and Whites is the fact that most 

Whites despite the evidence refuse to believe that Blacks are treated differently by police. After 

Ferguson, MO., Staten Island, NY, Baltimore, MD, North Charleston, SC, Cincinnati, OH and other 

encounters between police and Blacks, most Whites still believe that police treat Blacks like 

them. No matter the evidence a majority of Whites refuse to believe otherwise. In 1998, after 

the Governor and Attorney General released a report and admitted that the New Jersey State 

Police practiced racial profiling, a poll released by the Star Ledger, largest newspaper in the state, 

showed that 80% of Whites still said the New Jersey State Police didn’t practice racial profiling. 

Seventeen years later this mindset has not changed. 

Action Sought 

1. Reducing or eliminating mandatory minimum sentences. No prison for non-violent low 

level drug offenses. 

2. End or amend laws passed in the 1990’s which promote disparate and unfair law 

enforcement. For example drug laws which are targeted against minorities, while whites 

more often use drugs. 
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3. Passage of the Fair Sentencing Clarification Act of 2015 (H.R. 1252) would reduce 

sentences for certain cocaine base offenses retroactively for certain offenders, and for 

other purposes. 

4. Bar employers from asking job applicants about their criminal history 

5. Pass national legislation  to end racial profiling and make it a crime 

6. Federal legislation to require all municipal, county, state and federal law enforcement 

officials to have body cameras to record all stops and interactions between law 

enforcement and citizens. 

7. Implementation of recommendations of The Interim Report of The President’s Task 

Force on 21st Century Policing 

8. Have governors sign executive orders or state legislatures pass laws requiring 

appointment of special prosecutor in cases where unarmed civilians are shot, assaulted 

or killed by law enforcement.  

9. Require all law enforcement; municipal, county and state and federal to undergo 

diversity and sensitivity training, as well as effective community policing. Inclusive of 

interacting with the communities where they serve. 

10. Justice Department should focus on targeting those who deliver drugs in low income 

and minority communities, instead of dealers and users in these communities. 

 

Education 

Following unrest in Ferguson, Baltimore and other communities across the country, most of the 

focus was on the violence and unrest in the streets, and many attributed it solely to the increasing 

and troubling killing of unarmed Blacks by law enforcement. This however, was not solely the 

cause of unrest and violence in the streets. The killing of Blacks simply ignited what was already 

simmering. Much of the violence and unrest in the streets was caused by a lack of hope and 

opportunity which many Blacks have and continue to experience. This lack of hope and 

opportunity is caused in great measure by the failure of far too many Blacks to get a good or 

quality education. There is a tremendous difference in the quality of education that those who 

live in the suburbs and rural areas receive (predominantly white) and those who live in the cities 

and urban areas (predominantly Black and Latino). Black children are stigmatized and labeled for 

no other reason than the color of their skin. They are labeled “disadvantaged, at risk and special 

need.” A quality education today depends more on zip code and geography than anything else. 

Sixty one years after Brown vs. Board of Education, segregation is prevalent in far too many 

places, and “separate but unequal” deliberately remains fact. Most suburban and rural schools 

provide students with a high quality education, while the cities and urban areas most often 

provide students with a poor and inferior education. Every spring millions of Blacks and Latinos 
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walk across a stage to receive a diploma, but do not have an education. Many of them who go to 

college arrive with great expectations, only to discover that they are not college ready and need 

remedial help. 

 

A quality education is critical; it is “the great equalizer.” Without a good education you can’t get 

a good job, without a good job you can’t provide for your family, when you can’t provide for your 

family, families break up, when families break up social and community problems increase, when 

social and community problems increase, we have more crime and build more jails. When the 

correction system seeks to determine how many more prisons they need to build, they look at 

fourth grade reading scores. The public schools have too often become the feeder system for our 

correction system. Blacks and Latinos are not only angry when they are shot, injured or killed by 

law enforcement, but they are also angry because they don’t have hope and opportunity that 

their lives can be any better. They see their white peers with good jobs and better lives and resent 

that they have been left out. Then they are criticized by some who accuse them of lacking an  

interest in education, which is absolutely untrue. They hear their parents being criticized for not 

doing more to support their children’s education. But most of the parents and grandparents 

today, are those the public schools failed thirty and more years ago.  

 

If what is happening in the public schools in the inner cities, was happening in the suburbs and 

rural areas government would do something about it. But because these students are minorities 

and low income, government does not act with urgency and resolve to change it. To make it even 

worse, roadblocks are put in place so that these children do not have a plan of escape or 

alternatives. In other words, if their parents don’t have the money to put them in a better school, 

they have to stay in failing schools. Failing schools are the slavery of the 21st century. If parents 

don’t have the money, they can’t buy their children freedom. 

 

Unemployment in the Black community stubbornly remains at least twice the national average, 

even when the economy is functioning at full steam. This is because too many Blacks do not have 

the education or the skills for the jobs of the 21st century. Thus too many Blacks are unemployed 

or underemployed, work part-time, make minimum wage or are dependent on government 

assistance. They are not happy with or seek this low quality of life, but without an education they 

lack hope and opportunity, and many turn to crime, drugs and other means to survive. They do 

what they feel they have to do. Tragically, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s words have become true 

in our lifetime. He said, “in the next century discrimination will not be primarily based upon race, 

but economics, and whoever does not have a good education in this highly technological age, will 

have no standing in society.” There is unrest and anger in our cities, because too many Blacks, 

have no standing in society. 
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For more than forty years the United States has promised to reform the public schools in our 

cities and urban areas and have not done so. No child left behind has resulted in still too many 

children being left behind. And we want to caution the nation, for all the Black children you leave 

behind, the United States falls behind so many other nations around the world. This nation finds 

it easier to invest in prisons and incarceration, than it does in educating Black children, and it 

continues to pay unfortunate consequences because of it. 

 

Action Sought 

 

1. Improvement in quality of teachers. The number one requirement for a good education 

remains good teachers. In most urban and city public schools the quality of instruction is 

poor. In these districts schools get teachers who graduate at the bottom of their class in 

college, while suburban and rural schools get teachers who graduate at the top of their 

college class. This is because most cities and urban areas do not have the tax base to 

provide salaries that are competitive with those in the wealthier suburbs and rural areas. 

2. Pay equity. States should have a pay scale that provides teachers with competitive salaries 

whether urban or suburban. In addition some form of bonus or merit pay should be 

provided to teachers who agree to teach in urban and city schools and whose children 

academic performance improves. 

3. As part of meeting infrastructure needs, old and outdated schools should be rehabbed or 

new modern schools built. Most urban and city schools are outdated and do not meet the 

educational needs of students and staff. Many are not air-conditioned or heated 

adequately and lack adequate classrooms. 

4. Schools should provide a healthy breakfast and lunch for every student. 

5. Adequate security should be provided to ensure a safe school environment. 

6. As much as possible schools should be integrated, without burdensome busing or that 

takes children long distance from their homes. 

7. A common curriculum should be in place for all schools whether urban or suburban. 

8. All schools and students should have access to the arts and other offerings which aid 

student development. 

9. Teacher development should be ongoing with teachers and staff from urban and suburban 

schools participating in development together. 

10. Teacher tenure should be revised where it is not lifetime, and provides school districts the 

opportunity to remove poor teachers without lengthy and costly litigation. 

11. Evaluation of schools over a set number of years and results made public. Failing schools 

should be overhauled. 

12. Parents of children in failing schools must be provided quality alternative schools for their 

children to attend. 
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13. Class size must not exceed a ratio of 25 students to 1 teacher and teacher assistant per 

class. 

14. A study of best practices should occur with those practices implemented in all schools. 

Economic Justice 

In the United States wealth is highly concentrated in the hands of few people. The gap between 

the top 10% and the middle class is over 1000%; that increases another 1000% for the top 1%. 

The average employee needs to work more than a month to earn what the top CEO earns in one 

hour. In a word the American economy has failed the American people and is unjust. As a result 

the American middle class is in decline and the number of poor in the nation is increasing. Today 

an estimated 20% or 46.9 million Americans live in poverty, including one out of every five 

children. This number is probably lower than the actual number of Americans in poverty.  

 

While economist say the nation is in recovery from the economic downturn of 2008, most 

Americans are not benefitting from it. The nation has seen 64 consecutive months of private 

sector economic job growth, but wages have remained stagnant. Most people are working 

longer and harder without their wages increasing, this while the income of CEO’s has increased 

by astronomical amounts. Income for the nation’s top CEO’s averages 200 to 88 times the pay 

for company employees. Since 2009, 95% of economic gains went to the top 1% of the nation’s 

population.  

 

For over half a century, American manufacturing dominated the world, creating American giants 

such as General Motors, Ford, Boeing, Maytag and other behemoths. It was manufacturing that 

built the American middle class producing high paying jobs and a robust economy. In 1953 

manufacturing accounted for 53% of the American economy, but by 1988 only 39% and in 2004 

just 9%. The loss of manufacturing jobs in the US is due to outsourcing. Giant American 

companies moved or outsourced many of their plants and jobs to other countries at much lower 

cost for operation and personnel, increasing corporate profits. 

 

While corporate profits increased, jobs in the US decreased. Corporate executives would lay off 

20,000 to 30,000 employees in the US and send jobs out of the country at lower cost. What 

fewer jobs remained in the US paid much lower wages? In 2004 average employee 

compensation in the US fell for the first time in 14 years. Where employees once made $51,000 

annually, they now make $16,000 in leisure and hospitality, $33,000 in healthcare or $39,000 in 

construction. Most Americans did not notice the impact of outsourcing in the beginning because 

they were low paying jobs, but now it is higher paying jobs such as shipbuilding, auto workers, 

steel producers and other high paying jobs. 
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The decline in manufacturing has not been good for the United States. It has caused the middle 

class to decline and many Americans to become poorer. It also means lack of job security, pay 

raises and the possibility of more jobs being outsourced. Discussing and seeking solutions to 

America’s economic problems ignites difficulties involving race. For while the middle class is 

stagnant at best and declining at worst, the consequences upon Blacks and other low income 

people is even more devastating. There is little economic growth among Black Americans, 

unemployment remains twice the national average; most Blacks are renters rather than 

homeowners and among Black homeowners the foreclosure rate is the highest in the nation. 

Among Blacks who are employed, many are underemployed and are among the working poor, 

making the minimum wage or working two or three jobs to make ends meet. Because of this 

Blacks are looked upon and lectured as lacking an interest in education, a weak sense of family, 

and having high criminal proclivities. Listening to some of the nation’s political and presumed 

social experts one would believe that the hundreds of thousands of manufacturing jobs over the 

last seven years were lost by lazy, poorly educated Blacks too busy having babies to get the skills 

to keep their jobs. One would also assume that gas and food prices were only increasing for 

Black Americans. Too many whites see the Black economic condition as the result of poor 

lifestyles, not a failing economy or lack of opportunity. They do not make the connection or 

refuse to see the connection between failing public schools and lost hope and opportunity to do 

better. 

 

Much of the political leadership believes that blacks and other low income people do not want 

to work or do their part but want to live off government handouts and largesse. In other words 

they feel entitled. As a result, the present Congress and many governors and state legislators 

are determined to cut large amounts of entitlement spending from their budgets. They have 

already made significant cuts to the SNAP Program (Food Stamps). If successful this would take 

away the much needed safety net intended to provide and assist the poor and disabled in the 

country and states. 

The decline of the middle class and loss of manufacturing jobs has also resulted in further 

polarization between whites and blacks and other minorities. There was a time when many 

people, white and black did not go to college, but worked for years in manufacturing jobs that 

enabled them to pay for their homes, provide for their families and even same for the future. 

But today fewer whites and blacks are going to college and most manufacturing jobs are gone 

over seas, reducing job opportunities and ability of people to pay for their homes, provide for 

their families and save. This has produced anxiety, uncertainty and anger, especially among 

whites. Many of them view blacks and immigrants as robbing them of jobs and opportunities. 

Much of the animosity and resentment toward immigrants and reform voiced today is because 

of this anxiety and anger. Immigrants they believe are a threat to their jobs and opportunity, 

and they believe that blacks are not qualified for jobs and are opposed to affirmative action or 
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a level playing field for jobs. In a word some whites in this environment believe they are entitled 

to jobs and opportunities because of their race.  

Action Items 

1. Commitment by the United States to address increasing poverty in the United States, 

especially the increase in poverty of children. Our nation’s leaders speak of their support 

or actions on behalf of the middle class, the wealthy, business, labor, everybody except 

the poor. If anybody needs the assurance of justice it is the poor. We call upon the current 

administration and Congress to develop a bipartisan plan to address poverty, and for the 

next administration to follow through.  

2. Strengthening of “safety net” programs to protect the poor, hungry and disabled in the 

nation. 

3. We support the “free market” where buyers and sellers transact business freely, however, 

we demand that the “free market” also be a “fair market”, which does not take advantage 

of the poor, uneducated and disadvantaged in society. 

4. Return of manufacturing jobs to the United States with good paying jobs 

5. Economic policies and budgets that do not harm the poor or disadvantaged, but also call 

for the wealthiest to bear their fair share of the economic burden facing the nation. 

6. Realignment of CEO compensation to fairly balance compensation of CEO with other 

employees. 

7. Tax Reform where the wealthiest pay their fair share of taxes. 

8. Reform of public schools where minorities get a good education and are able to fairly 

compete with their peers. 

9. Increase in the minimum wage so that it becomes a livable wage. CEO income has 

increased substantially over the last thirty years, while the minimum wage has remained 

largely the same. 

10. Passing of national Infrastructure Legislation to repair roads, bridges, etc., creating 

hundreds of thousands of good paying jobs that should be distributed according to a level 

playing field. 

11. Passage of Immigration Reform Legislation that provides a pathway to citizenship and 

employment for over 11 million immigrants. 

 

Gun Reform 

The issue of guns in the United States is both a burden and embarrassment. Our nation, the 

greatest nation in the world has the distinction of also being the number one nation in the world 

when it comes to gun deaths. America is in love with its guns. After the shooting of twenty 

schoolchildren and seven adults in Newtown, Connecticut, twelve people at a movie theatre in 
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Aurora, Illinois and the killing of nine people in Bible Study at Mother Emanuel AME Church in 

Charleston, South Carolina, there is still no change in gun laws in the United States. Everyday 

there are gun deaths, most of them homicides and illegal in the United States, but there is no 

gun reform in the United States. While we boast of American exceptionalism, it is embarrassing 

that the nation will do nothing to change gun laws. 

While guns are a national problem, it is a crisis in the Black community. Hadiya Pendleton 

performs at President Obama’s Inauguration and a week later is killed by gun violence. In 2011 

the number of blacks under the age of 22 killed by gun violence is triple the number of American 

soldiers killed in the war in Afghanistan. Black children killed by gunfire since 1979 is more than 

13 times the number of blacks lynched between 1882 and 1968 and since 1969 homicides 

involving firearms is the leading cause of deaths for black males aged 15 to 19. Guns are out of 

control in the black community. The overwhelming majority of killers of blacks are other blacks. 

Blacks are much more in support of gun reform and gun control than whites. Following the 

shooting in Newtown, Connecticut a Pew Research Center poll found 68% of blacks said gun 

control was important than gun rights. Yet, it is astounding that while gun violence is so prevalent 

in the black community, gun ownership lags far behind that of whites. It causes the question to 

be raised, how do so many guns get in the black community? It is an important question, but The 

National Research Center found that the lack of data on gun usage is among “the most critical 

barriers to a better understanding of gun violence.”  

Like drugs, blacks do not have the means to bring the huge amount of guns into black 

communities that are there. This requires a strategic plan to provide easy access of guns into the 

black community. Clearly one way guns are easily obtained is because of lax gun laws in 

neighboring states and surrounding states. But this alone does not explain or answer how so 

many guns find their way into black communities. 

While blacks are justifiably alarmed about the shooting of blacks by law enforcement, there is 

much criticism about the unrest in black communities after the shooting of Michael Brown, by 

those who ask why blacks aren’t also upset about blacks killing blacks. It an erroneous and flawed 

assumption that blacks aren’t upset or don’t care. At best this is a rationalization to justify why 

government has not addressed or investigated why and how so many guns so easily find their 

way into the black community. Again, it is the same as drugs in the black community. Why isn’t 

this important to government and law enforcement? If the problem with gun violence was as 

prevalent in the white community as it is in the black community, surely the government would 

act. 
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Action Items 

1. Begin a campaign in all churches and faith communions, to get all of our members to sign 

petitions in support of the Obama Administration’s Gun Control proposals and present to 

the administration and Congress. Work to see proposals passed. 

2. Nationwide ban on the sale, transfer, importation and manufacture of all high powered 

military style semi-automatic assault weapons. 

3. Federal legislation requiring universal background checks for all gun purchases. 

4. Improvement of the National Instant Criminal Background Check System to ensure that 

information about mentally ill, disqualified and other persons are recorded and noted. 

5. Oppose all legislation which would exacerbate the presence of guns and gun violence, 

especially schools. 

6. Investigate and put in place measures to decrease access of illegal guns in the black 

community. 

 

Voting Rights 

June 25, 2013 the United States Supreme Court invalidated the heart of the 1965 Voting Rights 

Act by a 5 to 4 vote. It permitted nine states, mostly in the South, to change their election laws 

without federal approval. The Court divided along ideological lines over whether racial minorities 

continued to face barriers to voting in states with a history of discrimination. Writing for the 

majority, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote, “Our country has changed.” What has happened 

following the Supreme Court’s decision would question Chief Justice Roberts’s contention. Since 

the Court’s ruling thirty three states have introduced 113 bills that would restrict access to 

registration and voting. Nearly half of the bills that restrict access seek to establish voter ID 

requirements or tighten pre-existing ones. Voter ID remains largely a partisan issue. Of the 52 

restrictive ID bills introduced so far, most have only Republican sponsorship. Many of these bills 

are facing court battles.  

Since the 2010 election, 21 states have new laws making it harder to vote – ranging from photo 

ID requirements to early voting cutbacks to registration restrictions – and 15 states will have 

them in place for the first time in a presidential election in 2016. Those 15 states are Alabama, 

Indiana, Kansas, Mississippi, Nebraska, New Hampshire, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, 

Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia and Wisconsin. 

The question is what prompted these efforts to restrict voting. The claim is that these changes in 

voting laws were put in place because of voter fraud. In the 2008 national election, turnout of 

blacks and young voters exceeded expectations, and the nation elected its first black president. 
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This was the beginning of efforts to restrict voting. In 2012 the turnout of blacks was not expected 

to exceed the turnout in 2008, however the turnout of blacks exceeded the turnout of blacks in 

2008 and the president was re-elected by an unexpected large margin.  Following this more states 

proposed measures which would restrict and make it harder to vote, measures which would 

primarily affect blacks and other minorities, as well as low income voters. All who usually vote 

for Democrats. 

Question is why? The claim made is because of voter fraud. Yet, there is little or no evidence of 

voter fraud in any of these states. In other words these laws have been proposed to correct a 

problem that does not exist in these states. The intended goal however is clear, that is to suppress 

the black and minority vote. We must call it what it is, a problem of race, not fraud, but race. 

Chief Justice Roberts’s contention is wrong, the nation has not changed. The goal of the nation 

should be to make it easier to get more eligible citizens to vote, not make it more difficult. 

Additionally, leaders of the Congress from both parties claimed they would act to amend the 

Voting Rights Act to meet the concerns raised in the Supreme Court’s ruling. However, there has 

been no movement in the Congress to act to amend the Voting Rights Act. If amended the bill 

could address some of the issues raised by states that have or seek to change voting laws. 

Action Items 

1. Amend the Voting Rights Act in this session of Congress and before the 2016 election. 

2. Work in states that have proposed bills to restrict voting or reduce voting hours to 

influence legislators to defeat them. In states that have passed legislation, seek legal 

recourse while at the same time seek to ensure that citizens meet voting requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 
 

 

 


