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SHIRTS and IDF uniforms
aren’t usually considered
the raw matenal of art, but
the latest works of Israeli artist
Meray Shinn Ben-Alon, titled
“Stitches.” shows a startlingly

with them; suuchmz. -an-hng. 2

positioning, so that a functional
shirt, say, becomes @ beauuful

~ impersonal and yet strangely ‘erot-

ic. It is revealing in both a literal
and a figurative sense.

Merav created the ant work by

stretching, cutting ‘and streicl

the fabric over wood, then scan-

ning the result to create an print 68

by 80 cm. Only three copies of 3

each image were made.

“Stitches™ is featured in the cur- POWEsH
rent issue of the arts journal

Helicon, as p:u‘l of 2 series
titledPrivate Terri

vides a phtfnrm for

10 create a series of works specifi-
<ally for that issue. To be chosen

something to do with their com-
ple y - nI memmn “For. me, a

stitched part, which is the part that

touches the_body, ‘as wellias the
outer part, which faces the world.
Using shirts also becomes a

of talking about skin' as canvas,

since it’s like a.painter-: su-emhmg

canvas over a frame,

“Shirts are something we wear

for the outside world, 50 that peo-

ple see us in a certain way, but for.

me, they are also some(hmg very
private 100. There is a mul: ele-
ment.

“When [ started nsmg my OWn .
shirts, T realized that I was trying
10 create an image that was related
10 the body, but that was also an
abstraction. The image reminds
you of the body in a different way.
llsho(aspmﬁcbod) part- or
organ, but itis a physical and not-
just a visual experience. >

seecsescesassssssssss

evocative use of such prosaic gar-

Israeli arﬁstMerav Shlnn Ben-Alon :“I think women have the

These shirts are really ny:
look for imag
is under your niose zvery aay t’;part of you, - and all you need

at ) y dnn’t have to go far to

An underarm ventilation hole in an army shirt becomes the
focal polnt in thls composltlon from Merav’s series “Stitches”

dois look atitin a different way. [
think that is a feminine way of

~ looking at things, but maybe men

will disagree, and that’s fine.”

- The)
frag:le. with less skin and

BORN in TA, Merav recalls lov-
ing painting. even as a child,
though it was only in high school
that she begin to feel that she
- wanted to be an amist: After her
IDF service. she auended the

the

subject. I like that tension.” fabric in some works is significant o things. These shirts are really
= saying that you don’t have to go

keep- — far to look for images or to con-
quer the world. This is something
that is.under your nose every day.

“STITCHES” the title of the
smm, hasa Very evocalive mean-  1n,

Tt’s part of you. and all you need to

word tefer to the creative process
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