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California Water Alliance Asks Governor Brown 

 To Keep Water Commitment to Cities, Farmers & Californians 
 
 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (June 9, 2015) – The California Water Alliance (CalWA) today 
urged Governor Jerry Brown to block the unilateral decision by State Water Resources 
Control Board’s (SWRCB) executive director Tom Howard to interrupt water supplies to 
25 million Californians, including farmers who will experience widespread crop losses 
should the decision stand.     
 
“Planning for the management of water temperature in the Sacramento River has always 
been a collaboration between expert scientists, regulators, operators, districts and 
stakeholders,” said Aubrey Bettencourt, executive director of CalWA, in a letter to the 
governor. “But now Tom Howard has for some unknown reason been given the power to 
make decisions without any check or balance. Not only does this undermine the process, 
but Howard lacks the necessary expertise and authority to alone decide California’s fate.” 
 
On May 16, Howard approved a Temperature Control Plan for the Sacramento River. On 
May 29, he rescinded that approval and forced water contractors, reservoir operators, 
water districts, farmers, and millions of Californians into uncertain territory. 
Environmentalists have filed a lawsuit in the matter. 
 
On its surface, the temperature order just impacts releases from Shasta Reservoir, said 
Bettencourt. However, changes to those flows will ripple throughout the entire complex 
network of the federal and state water projects that deliver water to the entire state.  
 
“This reversal in the plan places much more in jeopardy than just temperature and fish 
survival,” Bettencourt said. “Abandoning the previously agreed upon summer water 
management plan, handcuffs water and city leaders statewide; it limits their ability to 
provide essential services for their communities already making sacrifices through this 
drought crisis.” 

She said that stopping releases from Lake Shasta means less water will flow into the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, potentially denying water to 70 percent of California’s 
urban population and sacrificing water quality for the Delta and parts of the Bay Area.  



	  
 

 

“This flip flop is an outrage,” said Bettencourt. “Farmers throughout California have 
already invested millions of dollars in this year’s crops based on the promised agreement. 
Cities experiencing mandated water cuts for the first time have made conservation and 
rate plans based on the promised agreement. The state now wants to renege on that 
promise. This has the potential to wipe out farms, unravel community drought planning, 
and directly impacts millions of Californians. The whole system will be thrown into 
chaos.”  

Rescinding the Temperature Control Plan will mean that reservoirs from Oroville to New 
Melones will be forced to release water previously held for summer urban, farm, and 
environmental use. Water will flow unrestricted to San Francisco Bay and out to the 
ocean in order to meet salinity and water quality requirements.  

Whenever Shasta water is withheld, other reservoirs will be forced to make comparable 
releases to meet competing mandates. It will drastically impact the areas those reservoirs 
serve, rapidly deplete regional water supplies and endanger the economies and public 
health of millions of people from Redding to Bakersfield, and even beyond to that vast 
majority of Californians that live in Southern California and depend on pure snowmelt 
water to mix with their other water supplies to meet water quality standards. 

 
 
Letter Sent To Governor Brown: http://www.californiawateralliance.org/#!letter-to-
gov/cv9i 
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