
Preserving and protecting old-growth forests, 
one in every county where forests can grow.
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Ohio, Fulton County 
Goll Woods State Nature Preserve

Pennsylvania, Crawford County 
Tryon-Weber Woods

Pennsylvania, Warren County 
Hearts Content National Scenic Area

Pennsylvania, Westmoreland County 
Powdermill Nature Reserve 

Virginia, Arlington County 
Glen Carlyn Park

ADDED TO THE NETWORK:

Indiana, Vanderburgh County  
Wesselman Woods Nature Preserve

Kentucky, Harlan County 
Blanton Forest State Nature Preserve

Maryland, Wicomico County  
Cordrey Forest—Nassawango Preserve

New York, Erie County 
Dr. Victor Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve 

New York, Niagara County 
Deveaux Woods State Park



It has been another marvelous year for the Old-Growth 
Forest Network. We now have 54 forests in the Network in 
15 states. Indiana and Kentucky are our newest additions. 
(Visit our website OldGrowthForest.net to see them all.)

It still amazes me that there was never before an 
organization like this—speaking out to preserve our 
ancient forests nationwide. But the time has come and 
now we will work together to preserve the ancient forests 
that remain, and set aside some forests to become “future 
old growth.” I like to call this America’s next idea… at least 
one forest in each county, open to the public and protected 
from logging.

My deep research into the scientific literature has 
convinced me that unmanaged forests have the greatest 
levels of biodiversity. I share the details of this research (in 
a brief and readable fashion of course) in my new book, 
Nature’s Temples due out this fall. It is available now for 
pre-sale orders.

Leading this organization puts me in a unique position to 
see how many of our ancient forests are threatened with 
logging or development. Local groups often reach out for 
our help. Please help us continue to help them. We are 
doing what we can with a staff of two. 

A huge ‘thank you’ to all the supporters who financially 
supported the Old-Growth Forest Network in 2015. I hope 
you will consider making your 2016 gift now.

For the forests,

Joan Maloof 
Founder and Director
joan@oldgrowthforest.net

Old Growth Forest Network
PO Box 21, Easton MD 21601

DEAR WONDERFUL SUPPORTERS,
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Ohio, Goll Woods State Nature Preserve
Virginia, Glen Carlyn Park
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Pennsylvania, Powdermill Nature Reserve
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1.  New York, Deveaux 
Woods State Park

2.  Indiana, Wesselman 
Woods Nature Preserve

3.  Pennsylvania, Tryon-
Weber Woods

4.  New York, Dr. Victor 
Reinstein Woods Nature 
Preserve

5.  Maryland, Cordrey Forest 
—Nassawango Preserve 

6.  Pennsylvania, Hearts 
Content National Scenic 
Area
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RECENT FOREST 
DEDICATIONS 
We now have 54 in 
the Network!
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In addition to educating developers, 
Maloof speaks about the challenge of ral-
lying enough people in a particular area 
who want to be involved in the preserva-
tion process. It may not be easy for most 
people to understand the importance 
or significance of an ancient forest until 
they step into one for themselves — until 
they smell the fresh air, hear the sounds 
of the forest and understand the nuances 
within it. This is why Maloof stresses the 
importance of the OGFN, hoping eventu-
ally there will be a forest within a short 
distance from every town or city. 

“Maybe the days are past to be 
able to protect the old-growth forests 
in our community, but we can still 
protect the oldest forests in our com-
munity,” Maloof says. 

When a forest is officially added to 
the OGFN, a hike is usually led through 
it, and Maloof says that what surprises 
her visitors the most about old-growth 
forests, particularly on the East Coast, is 
how subtle they are. She says they expect 
a much different experience, similar 
to the striking redwoods of California 
(which is also one of her favorite old-
growth forests), but that when they begin 
to understand the subtlety of the forests, 
many of them become “old-growth forest 
addicts” who love and understand them. 

Maloof says she has a theory that 
the more time you spend in the forest, 
the more you find yourself working to 
save the forest.

Besides being the author of two 
books, and Professor Emeritus at 
Salisbury University, Maloof lectues 
at many universities and conferences. 
Maloof speaks passionately about a 
couple of her favorite experiences lec-
turing, including at Cornell University. 
As a result of her first book, “Teaching 
the Trees: Lessons from the Forest,” not 
only was she invited to the university as 
their annual Cornell Plantations Guest 
Lecturer, she also was able to add Cor-
nell’s own old-growth forest, Fischer, to 
the OGFN and, ultimately, ensure that 
it is protected from being logged. 

Currently, Maloof has a third book 
in the works. She says an official title 

has not been decided on, but that it will 
be a collection of data from numerous 
journal articles that all lead to a key 
conclusion: old-growth forests have 
superior and important biodiversity 
compared to other types of forests. She 
is hoping that, once published, her latest 
book will reach those in forestry schools 
as a supplementary text and will help 
educate future guardians of the forest. 

Although it may be difficult to pin 
down a clear definition of an old-growth 
forest, what is clear is that, as long as 
Joan Maloof is around, they will have a 
strong advocate for their survival. 

Austa Somvichian-Clausen is American 

Forests’ spring 2016 marketing and 

communications intern and is a senior 

at American University, studying  

public communications and 

environmental studies. 

earthkeepers

WHAT COMES TO MIND when you 
think of an old-growth forest? Muir 
Woods in California, if you’ve been 
there? Or, if you haven’t, maybe spooky, 
gnarled woods — the kind you saw in the 
movie Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 
as a child. But, those more familiar with 
the term may think of Joan Maloof and 
her work dedicated to protecting them.

Maloof, a proud and self-declared 
tree hugger, and founder and director 
of the Old-Growth Forest Network 
(OGFN), knows more about these 
ancient forests than most people. Yet, 
even she knows they can be difficult 
to define, saying “it’s not that simple, 
really.” Old-growth forests can be 
hard to define not only because of the 
continually changing standards for 
what can now be considered “ancient” 
or “old-growth,” but also because of 
how much the term itself has changed 
over time. 

“Some people call them Original 
Forests,” Maloof says. “In other nations 
they’re often called Primary Forests. A 
hundred years ago, we were calling them 
Virgin Forests. There isn’t just one for-
mula to follow — it’s not black and white.” 

But, at any rate, most all of our 
original forests have 
been logged or otherwise 
disturbed. Less than 1 
percent are left in the 
eastern United States, 
and only 5 percent 
remain in the West. Even 
if a long time has passed since being 
logged, the forest may never fully return 
to the same state it was in originally. 

The ambitious goal of the organiza-
tion is to ensure that there is at least one 
forest protected in every county in the 
U.S. that can sustain a forest — there 
are more than 2,300 of them out of a 
total of 3,140. While OGFN focuses on 

old-growth forests, in many of these 
counties where old-growth forests do not 
exist, they find the oldest possible forest 
to protect. They may not be old-growth 
right now, but they could be in time. 
Maloof likes to think of these as “future 
old-growth forests.” OGFN has more 
than 50 preserved so far, only three years 
after its founding.

Maloof explains that one of the 
obstacles to preservation is that develop-
ers who buy a piece of land see the green 
spot on a map and think only “open 

ground to develop” and not about the 
repercussions of ignoring what may be 
in those areas, including older forests. 
Also, loggers and developers may take 
advantage of the strictest definitions of 
an old-growth forest being an untouched 
one, to show a particular forest doesn’t 
count, so they can move forward with 
their plans to clear the area.

Speaking for the Trees
BY AUSTA SOMVICHIAN-CLAUSEN

 “Maybe we can’t protect old-growth forests in 
our community, but we can protect the oldest 
forests in our community.”

Above: Joan Maloof; below: Joan Maloof 
exploring an old-growth forest

Bull Creek Flat, 
near Joan’s favorite 
old-growth forest, 
Rockefeller Forest, in 
Humboldt Redwoods 
State Park
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Bull Creek Flat in
Humboldt Redwoods
State Park
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Joan exploring an old-growth forest in Schoolhouse Woods at Wye Island, Maryland

Joan Maloof



($5,000 to $20,000) 
Will & Barbara Cook     
Anonymous    
Robin M. Hanes      
Holiday Phelan & Christopher Johnson
Mamma Chia      
Emilie Robinson      
Marion Weber
       
(1,000 to 4,999)  
Elizabeth & Wayne Cooper     
Maria Eisner      
Lisa Marie Ghezzi      
Steve Hamblin      
Renee Ingold      
Joan Maloof       
Jim & Jan Perdue      
Mitzi Perdue      
Peter Stifel       
The Dealy Foundation, Inc.      
 
($500 to $999)  
All States Construction Co., Inc.     
Charles Berkey       
Thayer Drew Duffy Family Foundation   
Forest Things—Kelly Ridenhour   
Diane & Frank Gunion      
Anthony J. & Natalie A. Merchant     
   
($250 to $499) 
Donna & John Almquist      
Bonnie B. Barnidge       
Kathy & Doug Cochrane      
David Coyote Run LLC      
Nadina’s Cremes, Inc.      
John Sloan       
   
($100 to $249)  
Tom & Jeanne Alizio      
Donna Barker       
Robert Blandford       
Marney Bruce       
Peggy Buchness       
Kaye Camille Byrd       
C.D. & Tracey Clarke      
Lou & Codie Codispoti      
Charles E. Conklin Jr.      
Natalie Costanzo       
James Cummings       
Patsy & Eric Decker       
Diane Dusseau       
Eddy Foundation       
Elachee Nature Science Center, Inc.     
William Emory       
Expert House Movers of Maryland, Inc.
Sandra & Jack Frazier-Pinion      
Evelyn Greene       
Loretta Schaeffer Guarda
Diane Halasz       
Carl Harting       
Jean Hedrich       
Margaret Hindman       
Winona Hocutt       
Tom Horton       
Joe & Mary Howard       
Susan Ives       
Jill Jonnes       
Tim Kagan       

Ian Kaufman       
Colleen Khoury       
Jeffrey Kirwan       
Brian Knode       
Robert Fudge & Steven Kretzmann
Lexine Lowe & Fred Pomeroy    
Christa Lyons       
Beth Mack       
Maloof Contracting Co., Inc.      
The Maloofs       
Michael Mastropaolo      
Ermona McGoodwin       
Rebecca Nystrom       
Todd & Sharon Peterson       
Patricia Polentz       
Christina Pompa       
Mike Pretl       
Carolyn Puckett       
John & Elaine Rafter
Kitt Rodkey       
Carol Sargeant       
Jeff & Beth Schoellkopf       
Matt & Stacey Simpson       
Jane Slade       
Nadia Taran       
Karen Glazier & James Thebeault      
Alisanne Toomey       
John Wagner       
Bill Waldman       
Maren Wilbur       
Stephanie Wooten       
Wye Gardens LLC       
Your True Nature, Inc.—Ilan Shamir    
 
($1 to $99)   
Roger Anderson       
Martha Barnett       
Bonnie Barridge       
Phebe Barth       
George & Pat Bloom      
Bruce & Marcia Bonata      
Ron Boyer       
Gary Braasch       
Lincoln Brower       
S. Dietrich Brown       
Bob & Val Burkholder       
Billy Burlas       
C. Richard Byers       
Nick & Margaret Carter      
Matthew Chisdock       
Joel I. Cohen       
Connie Cohn       
Dave Henry’s Tree Service LLC— David C. Henry
Carrie Dike       
Andrea Donovan       
Camille Doucet       
Alice Eichman       
Susan Eisendrath       
Jeanne & David Ellis       
David & Norma Jean Etzel      
Glenn Ferenschak—chair 
 Baltimore County Forestry Board      
Betty Fint       
Ann Frantz       
Elaine Squeri & Ronald  French      
Janet Friedberg       
Lynn Grimm       
Gary Guenther       

Ronda Jane Hager       
Stephen Halow       
Becca Harber       
Conrad Harstine       
Amy Hobbs       
C.J. Jenkins       
John Jones       
Adrienne & Lewis Kadushin      
William & Joleen Killinger      
Victor Klein       
Hannah LaCasse       
Su & David Lane       
Paula LaPoint       
Dave Leonard       
Philip A. Lindsey       
Anonymous   
Leslie Lunga       
Laura Marasco       
Roger Mazzarella       
Howard & Mary McCoy       
Lisa McLoughlin       
Robert Meiller       
Susan T. Middleton       
Gail Miller       
Lara Mulvaney       
Jean Newcomb       
Mo Nichols       
Linda & Takeo Nishioka       
Terri Olcott       
Peter & Shelley Packard       
Thomas Paquette       
David Paradowski       
Kathleen Pigliacampi       
Kate Pilacky       
Eleanor Quigley       
Anonymous   
Frank Renshaw       
Randolph Roane       
Don & Barbara Schmid       
Ryan Schroeder       
Turner Sharp       
Harvey Smith       
John Spencer       
Anonymous   
Anonymous   
Trisha Tice       
Andrea Timpone
Deborah Tracy       
Darcy Trask       
Marcia Tripp       
Elaine Wallingford       
Mary Wasik       
Diana Weatherby       
David Weight       
David Weinstein       
John Wiercioch       
Dennis & Brenda Wingle       
Sandy Wright       
Steve Young       
Ann Zahn 

In Honor & In Memory
Cole Family
 Karen Glazier & James Thebeault

Will & Barbara Cook
 Colleen Khoury 

Mabel, Harvey & Noel Cutright
 Dede Agosta, Karen Fuson Hall, &   
 Michael Zindorf

THANK YOU TO OUR 2015 DONORS

6



George H. Davis III
 Michael Mastropaolo

Judith Doucet
 Camille Doucet

Tom Eisner
 Maria Eisner

Randall Frazier
 Sandra & Jack Frazier-Pinion

Sandra Frasier
 Todd & Sharon Peterson

Garfunkle 
    Jean Newcomb

John Hawkinson
 Becca Harber 

Joe & Mary Howard
 Ermona McGoodwin

Shauna Rose Kaufman
 Ian Kaufman 

Beverly LaQuay
 Hannah LaCasse 
 Joe & Wilda Mazzarella
 Roger Mazzarella 

Joan Maloof
 Elizabeth & Wayne Cooper
 John & Elaine Rafter 
 Jean Hedrich 
 Gary Braasch

Rick Maloof
 Tom & Jeanne Alizio
 Su & David Lane 
  Maloof Contracting Co., Inc. 
 The Maloofs 
 Catherine Wolfe
 Alisanne Toomey

Jim Ogle
 Ann Zahn 

 Heidi Marie Schmid
 Don & Barbara Schmid 

Maria Shushkevich
 Nadia Taran 

Corey Slavitt
 Carrie Dike 

Elizabeth Swartz
 Susan Ives 

John W. Tracy
 Deborah Tracy 

The Trees in Maine & Colorado 
 Laura Marasco 
 Felicity Blandford
 Robert Blandford

Michael Welzenbach
 Steve Young 

Tom Wisner
 Tom Horton

An old-growth forest is one that has 
formed naturally over a long period of 
time with little or no disturbance from 
humankind. They are increasingly rare 
and largely misunderstood. In Nature’s 
Temples, Joan Maloof, the director of 
the Old-Growth Forest Network, makes 
a heartfelt and passionate case for their 
importance. This evocative and accessible 
narrative defines old-growth and provides 
a brief history of forests. It offers a 
rare view into how the life-forms in an 
ancient, undisturbed forest—including 
not only its majestic trees but also its 
insects, plant life, fungi, and mammals—
differ from the life-forms in a forest 
manipulated by humans. What emerges 
is a portrait of a beautiful, intricate, and 
fragile ecosystem that now exists only 
in scattered fragments. Black-and-white 
illustrations by Andrew Joslin help clarify 
scientific concepts and capture the beauty 
of ancient trees.

Those who donate $100 or more between 
now and Thanksgiving will receive a 
signed copy of the book as soon as it is 
released. Thank you for your support!

Joan’s new book will be released in 
November—just in time for the holidays!  
Pre-order yours now from Amazon, 
Barnes and Noble, Indiegogo, or wherever 
books are sold. Timber Press. ISBN 
1604697288.

ANNOUNCEMENT—
JOAN’S NEW BOOK COMING SOON!

Yes, I like the idea of an Old-Growth Forest Network and  
would like to support it with a gift of:

=	This is a gift in memory of 

=	This is a gift in honor of
=	$25
=	$50
=	$100
=	$1000
=	Other $

Thank you for your generous support!

Name(s)

Address

City  State Zip

Phone E-mail

How would you like your name to appear in our newsletter?

Name

=	Anonymous

We are a 501c3 organization and all donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.

Enclosed:  =	cash    =	check made to OGFN and send to PO Box 21, Easton MD 21601

Donations may also be made through our website: OldGrowthForest.net
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 PO Box 21, Easton MD 21601
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T Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled paper.

Please like us on Facebook: 
Old Growth Forest Network

Thank you for being 
part of the Network 
of people who care 
about forests.


