
 
 

 
 

Artists are invited to create artwork related to the Wetumpka Impact Crater 
and Cretaceous Period 

Sponsored by the Wetumpka Impact Crater Commission 
For additional information please visit our Art Impact Website at artquest.wix.com/WetumpkaCraterArt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All Art Work Due On Or Before: 
Thursday, January 15, 2015 

Exhibition Dates: February – April 18, 2015 
Pick Up Date:  Monday, April 20, 2015 

(Works not picked up by May 1, 2015 will become the property of the  
Wetumpka Impact Crater Commission, please mark your calendars.) 

 
The Kelly Fitzpatrick Memorial Gallery 

(Located at The Wetumpka City Hall Administrative Building, Hours: 8:30 – 4:00) 
408 S. Main Street 

Wetumpka, Alabama 36092 
 

     

ART IMPACT 2015 
CRATER ART CONTEST CALL FOR ENTRIES 

 

Youth:  Open to school age youth.  
(Grades K – 12)  

 
College Artists: Open to all college students. 

 
Adults:  Open to all artists. 

 
All Media Accepted 

         Shirley Esco                    Barry Chrietzberg                   Jerry Armstrong 



Artists are invited to create artwork related to the Wetumpka Impact 
Crater and Cretaceous Period 

Sponsored by the Wetumpka Impact Crater Commission 
For additional information please visit our Art Impact Website at artquest.wix.com/WetumpkaCraterArt 

In cooperation with the Kelly Fitzpatrick Memorial Gallery, the Wetumpka Impact Crater Commission is 
excited to announce that we will host an art contest this winter!   

      Grades 1 – 5:   First Place - $25 
       Grades 6 – 8:  First Place - $50 

Grades 9 – 12:  First Place - $50 
Adult: Emerging:  First Place - $125 
Adult: Established:  First Place - $125 
Adult: Professional: First Place - $125 

RULES: 
• Entries can be any physical form of artistic expression – pencil or color drawings, paintings, sculptures, 

etc.  
• Adult entries must be dry, framed and ready for hanging and display, gallery wrapped canvases do not 

need a frame but must have the sides painted.  Both saw-tooth hangers & hanging wire are required. See 
attached diagram. 

• Student entries must be dry, matted or mounted on sturdy board with hanging wire or framed and ready 
for display. Both saw tooth hangers & hanging wire are required. See attached diagrams. 

• Entries should include content relating to the impact crater, the meteorite, and/or the surrounding area 
and population (dinosaurs) or plants around the time of impact during the Cretaceous Period. 

• The contest is open to both school age youth and adults, in the age categories above.  
• Entries are due to the Wetumpka City Administration Building by Thursday, January 15, 2015. 
• The winners will be announced, on the day of the annual lecture given in the Civic Center by Dr. David 

King Jr. 
• Judges will include at least one artist and at least one member of the Wetumpka Impact Crater 

Commission. 
• Winning entries will be displayed at the Kelly  Fitzpatr ick Memorial  Gallery in the City Administration 

Building from February 2015 – April 18, 2015. 
• Works selected will be given further instructions. 
• Work not picked up by May 1, 2015 will become the property of the Wetumpka Impact Crater Association. 
• Artists will retain ultimate ownership of their entries.  Images will be digitally photographed and the 

Wetumpka Impact Crater Commission reserves the right to use images for publicity purposes. 
• Copyright:   Respect the intel lectual property of others. 

See:http://www.cyberbee.com/cb_copyright.swf    
• Work that is a direct copy of another artist’s composition and/or work will be refused. 
 
JUDGING CRITERIA: 
• Content, Creativity and Technical Skill 
• Relativity to impact crater 
• Work may be realistic or abstract 
• Artist’s Voice and Originality 
 
 

Any questions please call         
Shannon McDonald 850-1487 
(smcdonald@ttlusa.com) or 
Marilee Tankersley 567-4637 
(mtankersley@elmore.rr.com) 

ART IMPACT 2015 
CRATER ART CONTEST 

$1,000 Cash Awards  
Additional awards will be given at 
the discretion of the adjudication 
committee. 



Resources:  "Where the Star Fell" 

• A panoramic view of the highest point on the crater rim at Bald Knob is visible from routes into town.  
• The Coosa River flows across the western edge of the crater. From the Bibb Graves Bridge one can easily see the upturned rocks 

tilting in the direction of the crater.  
• Outcroppings of dramatically upturned rock formations are visible along U.S. Highway 231. 
• Art Impact 2015 power points – artquest.wix.com/WetumpkaCraterArt 

What is the Wetumpka Impact Crater? 

Wetumpka, Alabama, sits right on the bull’s eye of the greatest natural disaster in Alabama’s history. The hills just east of downtown are 
the eroded remains of a five-mile wide Impact Crater that was blasted into the bedrock of Elmore County. The mighty blast occurred near 
the end of the Age of the Dinosaurs, about 85 million years ago. All around the circular pattern of hills that make up the remaining rim of 
the crater, the hard rocks of the Piedmont are bent sharply and point away from the center of the impact. The normally horizontal layers of 
more recent surface rocks are mixed in and around the crater suggesting an incredible explosion that would have destroyed all life for a 
radius of about forty miles. 

How was it  discovered? 

Geologically speaking, something is wrong with the vaguely circular patch of hills located immediately south and east of Wetumpka. 
Normally in this area, the soft sedimentary rocks of the Coastal Plain smoothly overlap the harder and older metamorphic rocks of the 
Piedmont, but at Wetumpka, this is not the case. In the crater area, rocks of more than two hundred million years difference in age are 
intermixed. At Bald Knob, where communication towers overlook Wetumpka, a curved ridge of very old metamorphic rock protrudes seven 
hundred feet above its normal level through jumbled layers of much younger rocks. Below the surface, the entire area is surrounded by 
concentric rings of fractures and zones of shattered rock. Nowhere else along the 2,250 mile border of the Piedmont does anything similar 
exist. 

In 1891, State Geologist Eugene Allen Smith noted the unusual nature of the Wetumpka area, and for many years the area was marked on 
geological maps as “structurally disturbed”. 

In 1972, Geological Survey of Alabama Geologist Tony Neathery was heading a team that was making detailed geologic maps of Elmore 
County. They had been mapping for several months, but as they approached Wetumpka, they started finding rock layers that were bent at 
dramatically different angles and directions than other rocks in the area. As they measured and mapped, it became clear that all these 
features were pointing toward the hills east of Wetumpka. When they looked at these hills, the rocks in the center seemed chaotically 
disturbed and intermixed, very unlike the evenly horizontal rocks surrounding the area. 

In 1976, they published their findings, calling the feature an Astrobleme, literally, a “star wound.”  For a number of years, this conclusion 
was greeted with skepticism by most geologists. During 1998 two wells were drilled into the bedrock and core samples were extracted for 
testing. Geologist hoped to find materials proving the “star wound” theory. The research team was headed by Dr. David T. King Jr. 
Professor of Geology, Auburn University. The researchers indeed found the core contained shocked quartz, which can only be formed by an 
enormous explosion such as a large meteor impact.  

Dr. Peter Schultz, a Brown University authority on impact craters visited the site in 1999 and affirmed the previous findings. Christian 
Koeberl Institute of Geochemistry, University of Vienna, an international expert on impact craters also examined the evidence and 
confirmed the presence of shocked quartz and other minerals that would definitely confirm the site as an impact crater. In the fall of 2002 
the scientist published the evidence and established the site as an internationally recognized impact crater. It is believed that at the time 
of the impact the area was covered by a shallow sea of up to 100 feet in depth, making this one of the best preserved marine impact 
craters in the world. 

How big was it? 

As a rule of thumb, a hypervelocity projectile causes a crater of about twenty times its diameter. Given the diameter of the Wetumpka 
crater and using this formula, the meteorite is estimated to have had a diameter of about 1000 feet. Since no fragments of the meteorite 
have been recovered (most of it probably vaporized upon impact), the composition of the object is not known, but since stony meteorites 
are far more common than iron meteorites, the former would seem to be the best guess. To give one some idea of how large this object 
was, the Wetumpka meteorite is said to have been large enough to fill the entire bowl of Jordan-Hare Stadium at Auburn University. 

The enormity of the Wetumpka explosion is hard to comprehend. The impact of a large object traveling at 40,000 miles per hour would 
cause an explosion that would dwarf even the largest thermonuclear weapons. 

For additional Information, see: 
http://www.wetumpkalibrary.com/Sites/Wetumpka/Documents/Attractions/Wetumpka%20Crater.pdf 
http://www.auburn.edu/~kingdat/wetumpkawebpage3.htm 



 

ART INSTRUCTIONS FOR FRAMED WORKS (K – 12, COLLEGE & ADULTS):                                                                               
BOTH HANGING WIRE AND SAW-TOOTH HANGERS ARE REQUIRED 

 
 
 
 

ART INSTRUCTIONS FOR MATTED OR MOUNTED WORKS (K – 12 STUDENTS):                                                      
HANGING WIRE & TABS ARE REQUIRED 

 

WORKS THAT DO NOT ADHERE TO THE 
FOLLOWING GUIDELINES FOR HANGING                

WILL NOT BE JUDGED OR DISPLAYED 



1. Complete Entry Form  
2. Make a Photocopy for Registration Desk 
3. Attach Both: The Original and Photocopy To Back of Art Work 
 
Name _______________________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip ________________________________________ 
Title ________________________________________________ 
Medium _____________________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip ________________________________________ 
Phone Number _______________________________________ 
 
Division (Check Your Division Below: 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Additional Information (Required For K – 12th Grade Students) 
School ______________________________________________ 
School Address _______________________________________ 
City, State, Zip ________________________________________ 
Principal _________________________Teacher_____________ 
“I understand that my art will be digitally photographed and will be used at the discretion of the Wetumpka 
Impact Crater Commission or the Kelly Fitzpatrick Memorial Gallery for publicity purposes.  I also understand that 
if my work is not properly framed, mated or mounted with the appropriate hanging hardware it will not be 
accepted.  This is my original work of art and has not been copied from another artist’s composition and/or 
work.” 
 Youth (K – 12):  Signature of Parent _____________________________________ 

Adult:  Signature of Artist _______________________________________________ 

 

ART IMPACT 2015 
CRATER ART CONTEST ENTRY FORM 

 Youth Artist:  Grades 1 – 5 What Grade?  _____ 
 Youth Artist:  Grades 6 – 8 What Grade?  _____ 
 Youth Artist:  Grades 9 – 12  What Grade? _____ 
 Adult:  Emerging 
 Adult:  Established 
 Adult:  Professional 

 


