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Want to help prevent child abuse in our community? There are many events for everyone to enjoy this year during 
Roofsit’s 20th Anniversary event! Roofsit week is June 20-24, 2016. 

Roofsit’s 20th Anniversary
Help PCA & YSB raise funds and awareness to prevent child abuse!

Event/Location/Time* Monday 
June 20

Tuesday 
June 21

Wednesday 
June 22

Thursday 
June 23

Friday 
June 24

Leliaert Insurance Agency Trivia Night,  
Heritage Square Big Tent, Granger, 7 p.m.

x

Dine Out for Roofsit Night (various locations, see website) x

Jordan Automotive Car Giveaway, Heritage Square, Granger, 6 p.m. x

Leliaert Insurance Agency Kids Day - Heritage Square, Granger, 10-4 p.m. x

Sorella Boutique Fashion Show - Heritage Square, Granger, 7 p.m. x

Goodwill Family Night - Heritage Square, Granger, 5-9 p.m. x

Cornhole Tournament - Heritage Square, Granger, 5 p.m. x

South Bend Career Academy Capes and Crowns Event,  
Heritage Square Big Tent, Granger, 6-8:30 p.m.

x

Local Hero Recognition, Heritage Square, Granger, 8:30 p.m. x

Goodwill Candle Light Vigil, Heritage Square, Granger, 9:15 p.m. x

Martin’s Supermarket Donut Drive Through,  
Heritage Square, Granger 7-9 a.m.

x

For more information and fundraising ideas: www.roofsit.org
www.facebook.com/pcasjc                         Join the conversations!                          www.twitter.com/pcasjc 

*Schedule subject to change, for the most up-to-date information, please visit website.
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From YSB’s Executive Director
The vision and future of YSB

After almost one year at Youth Service Bureau I can say without hesitation that YSB is truly an exceptional agency, 
laser focused on a population of youth and young adults who, without proper interventions would be in further states 
of crisis. I continue to be impressed by the level of expertise and capacity for care that our staff has with a challenging 
age group.   

YSB has adapted to the needs of the community for more than 40 years, always keeping its mission of serving youth 
at the forefront.   

One of YSB’s biggest strengths is the level of engagement, not only with those we serve, but also with the community. 
Of course, we cannot solve all the issues that present with each young person we serve. That’s why effective partner-
ships with other agencies, local law enforcement, businesses, health care providers, schools, and government  
leaders are critical. It truly takes a network and a unique level of engagement to help a young person out of serious 
crisis situations.  

I’m proud of the impact and connections that YSB has made over this past year. Nearly 200 young people found safety 
at Safe Station, more than double that number connected with YSB’s Street Outreach team. Over 3,000 students 
across 3 school systems learned about the Safe Place program and YSB’s services. There are 180 single mothers 
who received services through YSB’s Young Mothers’ program. These young mothers are now out of crisis. They are 
working on educational and employment goals, and have more tools to be better parents.  

These numbers just reflect a portion of the ways YSB has been effective. We will continue to adapt and find ways to 
have positive impact for a challenged population. I’m excited for the future of this agency and looking forward to  
sharing changes and new initiatives that are coming soon.  

Thank you for your continued support,

YSB and Prevent Child Abuse Forge New Partnership 
PCA is the force behind the popular Roofsit Fundraiser

Prevention and Intervention. Those are the key goals for Prevent Child Abuse 
of St. Joseph County and YSB.

The agencies have been working together on prevention of child abuse as well 
as intervention with youth who have experienced abuse and neglect. 

Now, this partnership moves to another level with the 20th Anniversary of 
U93’s Roofsit. 
 
“YSB’s marketing and development team will focus on Roofsit20 and working to make this 20th Anniversary the 

best year ever for Roofsit”, says YSB Executive Director, Jennifer Pickering. 
 
Roofsit20 takes place June 20 -24, 2016 at Martin’s Super Market - Heritage 
Square. Visit www.roofsit.org for details and event schedule. 



How Does YSB Connect?
YSB is the only local agency focused solely on youth ages 12-22 who are in crisis

Why There’s a Need for Emergency Shelters
The statistics are staggering, but YSB is making a difference everyday
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YSB Therapist Connects With Youth
Jamie Reinbold discusses her path to becoming a Licensed Clinical Social Worker 

I was a late bloomer. At the age of 40, I decided to go back to school and finish a college  
degree I started right out of high school.  When I started college at the age of 18, I wasn’t sure what I 
wanted to do when I “grew up.” I began my college career as an art major and planned to teach at the high school level. 
After a year, I decided that art was a hobby and not a career.   

I left school, got married, had a slew of kids, and did the “mom thing” for a while. Life interrupted my plans and, as a single 
mom, I realized I needed to find a different path where I could support myself and my children. In 1985, I received a grant 
from a “Work One-like” program and attended a certification program in Medical Assisting. I worked in a local pediatrician’s 
office for 10 years while I raised my kids. Witnessing interactions between parents and children, I realized there was a 
need to help kids and parents communicate and understand each other.  

I earned my Bachelor’s Degree in 2002 from IU South Bend; majoring in Psychology with a minor in Criminal Justice.  
Originally, I thought I wanted to be an adolescent probation officer, but was drawn to childhood and adolescent psychology.  
A friend convinced me to get my Master’s Degree in Social Work and become a therapist.  

I began working at YSB in 2003, while I was in graduate school. I began my career here as a Case Manager with the 
Young Moms’ Self-Sufficiency Program. Former YSB Executive Director, Bonnie Stryker, was instrumental in furthering 
my career and education by suggesting I do an internship at Safe Station. After graduation, I became one of two “Service 
Coordinators.”   

I left YSB in 2006 to work for Memorial Hospital as a Prenatal Care Coordinator. I returned to YSB in 2014 as a part-time 
therapist. I accepted a full-time position at YSB in 2015. I really enjoy working with the shelter residents and the transition-
al living mothers and children. I use a lot of humor and hands-on “art therapy” in my interactions with clients.  
 
I strongly believe my clients possess strengths, talents and resiliency they don’t know how to tap. I try to help them under-
stand themselves. My job can be challenging and stress-filled, but it all comes together when I see a resident grow from a 
frustrated, angry kid unable to identify emotions to a young person who feels accepted, nurtured, and understood.

Outreach

Safety/
Shelter

Medical/Mental 
Health NeedsConnection

Engagement
Street Outreach  

connects with youth 
where they are. YSB’s 
Street Outreach team 
meets with youth in 
area schools, and 

literally on the streets 
in the community. 

Safe Place - 160 
locations in  

St. Joseph County 
where youth can 
get immediately 

connected  
with help.

Emergency housing 

and crisis intervention 

at Safe Station –  

24 hours a day

7 days a week.

YSB builds 
 relationships with 

youth, works to  
develop trust and 

lead youth to a  
path of  

self-sufficiency.

Full-time therapist on 
staff. Couseling services 
provided to youth and 
their families. Help 
youth to find a medical 
home, connecting them 
with physical and men-
tal health resources.

YSB’s annual dinner was held March 10, 2016 at the Morris Inn at Notre Dame. The dinner’s 
honorary chairs were Mark Neal and South Bend Police Chief Scott Ruszkowski. Gary Sieber of 
WNDU-TV lent his excellent emcee talents to YSB for the evening.

The ballroom at the Morris Inn was filled with over 225 friends who got to hear inspiring stories from 
Terri, Maggie, Louise, Angelica and Tyonda – participants in YSB’s Porch Light Transitional Living 
program. These determined young mothers shared what they have learned since 
coming to YSB, and what ingredients they use in their Recipes for Success.

A unique partnership was formed with the University of Notre Dame’s Pastry Chef, 
Phil Gulis, who worked with YSB clients teaching them to prepare dessert for the 

guests of the dinner. This partnership gave our clients insight to working in the 
culinary arts field. Maggie, who is pictured at right with her son, was delighted 
with this partnership since she is currently enrolled in culinary arts school at Ivy 
Tech. She shared with the guests that her “ingredients for success” are: gain-

ing confidence, responsibility, and being comfortable with who she is. Her focus is on completing her 
education and raising her son.

As was highlighted by Chief Scott Ruszkowski during the evening, YSB is unique. We are the only agency that has a 
focus on youth ages 12-22 who are in crisis. It’s our expertise, ability to connect with youth where they are, and impact-
ful relationships within the community that are keys to moving youth from surviving to thriving. Our thanks to everyone 
who made this night such an overwhelming success!

YSB’s Annual Dinner A Great Success
YSB Porchlight client shares her recipe for success

Pictured L to R: Mark Neal, 
Bradley Co., Jennifer Pickering 
(Executive Director of YSB),  
and Chief Scott Ruszkowski

The National Alliance to End Homelessness estimates that 50,000 youth sleep 
on the street every year.

In January of 2014, YSB led a special effort to capture the number of homeless 
youth in our county during the annual street count.

Based on surveys conducted in area high schools along with the experience of 
our Street Outreach Program, we estimate that there are approximately 1,000 

homeless youth in our community during the year. 

The Youth Service Bureau is the only agency in the community focused specifically on youth  
between the ages of 16-22. 

Approximately 12 to 36% of youth ages 18-21 exiting the foster care system become homeless, which 
in 2010 translated to approximately 28,000 youth, according to the National Network for Youth.


