
  

WorkshopsGod’s New Thing:  
See it! Hear it! Live it!
Workshop Selection Tips
Information to consider when you make your selections:
•	 Workshops	are	scheduled	on	Thursday	afternoon,	Friday	

afternoon,	and	Saturday	morning.
•	 It	 is	 important	 to	plan	 for	 second	and	 third	choices,	as	

popular	workshops	close	early.	When	you	register	online,	
you	need	to	select	only	your	first	choice.	The	system	will	
alert	you	immediately	if	the	workshop	is	full.

•	 Choose	 carefully!	 It	 is	 important	 to	 attend	 only	 the	
workshops	to	which	you	are	assigned.	Rooms	have	space	
limitations,	 and	 leaders	 prepare	 materials	 in	 advance	
based	 on	 actual	 registration	 numbers.	 See	 the	 event	
registrar	on-site	for	any	changes	when	you	arrive.

•	 Off-site	 workshops	 usually	 require	 an	 additional	 fee,	
indicated	 in	 the	 workshop	 description.	The	 fee	 covers	
transportation	 and	 entrance	 fees	 and	 other	 expenses	
associated	 with	 the	 workshop.	 One	 on-site	 workshop	
also	has	an	additional	fee	for	supplies.

•	 All	registrations	for	off-site	workshops	must	be	made	no	
later	than	Tuesday,	January	12.

•	 Learning	 takes	 place	 outside	 the	 traditional	 classroom,	
too.	Plan	to	spend	time	in	the	Market	Place	to	find	out	
about	 resources	 and	 programs	 that	 will	 help	 you	 in	
your	ministry.	Also	plan	your	schedule	to	include	a	visit	
to	 the	Spirituality	Center	 and/or	 the	 labyrinth	at	 Fourth	
Presbyterian	Church	(a	short	walk	from	the	hotel).

 

Workshop Schedule—
Thursday, January 28

2:00	p.m.	to	3:30	p.m.	 Workshop	A
2:00	p.m.	to	5:00	p.m.	 Extended	workshops	and	off-site	tours
4:00	p.m.	to	5:30	p.m.	 Workshop	B

Friday, January 29
1:30	p.m.	to	3:00	p.m.	 Workshop	C

Saturday, January 30
9:00	a.m.	to	10:30	a.m.	 Workshop	D

Workshop Categories

General Education—2,	6,	9,	14,	23,	27,	36,	37,	43,	52
Children—1,	4,	10,	12,	22,	30,	31,	35,	39,	48,	51,	55	
Youth and Young Adults—3,	4,	10,	11,	26,	31,	32,	48,	50,	55,	56,	59,	61,	62	
Adults—6,	10,	15,	25,	40,	48,	56,	63
Intergenerational/Multigenerational—10,	12,	39,	41,	42,	53,	54,	55,	57,	58	
Family Ministry—10,	15,	22,	35,	55
Technology—9,	27,	38
Recreation/Play—10,	46,	55
Community Building—9,	29,	46,	64
Church and Culture—23,	56	
Diversity—19,	29,	45,	62
Leadership—2,	5,	6,	7,	8,	11,	16,	26,	28,	33,	38,	50,	61,	63,	64
Worship/Music—12,	17,	32,	42,	49,	58,	60
Multicultural—19,	45,	60,	62
Mission and Social Justice—13,	14,	21,	30,	44,	47,	54,	62
Creativity and the Arts—4,	10,	18,	19,	20,	24,	34,	39,	48,	55,	58
Spirituality—10,	18,	24,	34,	49,	55,	63
Pastoral Skills—6,	7,	8,	9,	15,	16,	17,	29,	33,	46,	47,	63,	64
Presbyterian Youth Workers’ Association Track—3,	11,	31,	32,	48,	50,	61,	62

Labyrinth,	www.fourthchurch.org

Thursday,	January	28,	through	
Saturday,	January	30
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Thursday, 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.  
Onsite Workshops

1. New Discoveries in Preschool  
Faith Formation n
Karen-Marie Yust

Did	you	know	babies	show	signs	of	morality	just	a	few	
months	 after	 birth?	 Or	 that	 toddlers	 figure	 out	 what	
to	believe	by	balancing	what	 they	see	with	what	 they	
imagine	and	what	they	hear	from	trusted	adults?	Come	
hear	about	the	latest	discoveries	in	child	development,	
and	 explore	 how	 these	 new	 ideas	 about	 how	 young	
children	learn	can	reshape	your	ministry	with	children	
aged	 birth	 to	 five	 and	 their	 families.	 Karen-Marie	 is	
the	 Rowe	 professor	 of	 Christian	 education	 at	 Union	
Presbyterian	Seminary.	
All Levels
This workshop is also offered on Saturday morning.

2. Christian Education—Challenges and 
Possibilities: A Dialogue with PC(USA) 
Moderator n n
Heath Rada

A	 certified	 Christian	 educator,	 graduate	 and	 former	
president	of	Presbyterian	School	of	Christian	Education	
(now	 Union	 Presbyterian	 Seminary)	 in	 Richmond,	
Virginia,	Dr.	Rada	provides	a	unique	perspective	on	the	
church	and	the	ministry	of	Christian	education	in	and	
through	 it.	 “You	 never	 know	what	God	 has	 planned,	
and	the	best	we	can	do	is	make	ourselves	available	to	
do	God’s	work	in	whatever	capacity	God	works	out	for	
us.	If	we	do	that,	it	is	not	a	matter	of	winning	or	losing.	
It’s	 a	matter	 of	 being	 open	 to	 all	 sorts	 of	 possibilities	
and	 being	 faithful	 to	God’s	 will	 as	 it	 plays	 out.”	This	
workshop	 provides	 an	 opportunity	 to	 explore	 the	
possibilities	together.	
All Levels

3. X-Ministry: The Evolution of Youth Ministry n n 
John Vest

Like	 everything	 else	 in	 North	 American	 Christianity,	
youth	 ministry	 must	 respond	 to	 the	 new	 realities	 of	
our	 rapidly	 changing	 world.	 Standard	 models	 and	
paradigms	 are	not	working	 the	way	 they	used	 to	 and	
will	soon	be	anachronistic	at	best	and	obsolete	at	worst.	
So	what’s	next	in	the	evolution	of	youth	ministry?	Bring	

your	 experiences,	 questions,	 and	 innovative	 ideas	 to	
this	 forward-thinking	discussion	about	the	possibilities	
(and	 limitations)	 of	 youth	 ministry	 in	 today’s	 world.	
After	15	years	of	ministry	in	the	Chicagoland	area,	most	
recently	 as	 the	 associate	 pastor	 for	 youth	 ministry	 at	
Fourth	 Presbyterian	 Church,	 John	 currently	 serves	 as	
the	visiting	assistant	professor	of	evangelism	at	Union	
Presbyterian	Seminary	in	Richmond,	Virginia.	
All Levels
This workshop is provided by the Presbyterian Youth 
Workers’ Association.

4. Arts Camp: Telling the Story of Jesus  
without Using Words  n n n 

 Jenny Hubbard, Kedra Smith, and Dave Olson
Participants	 will	 walk	 away	 with	 the	 knowledge	 and	
tools	 to	 lead	a	week-long	arts	camp	for	kids	 from	3rd	
to	 8th	 grade.	 Included	 in	 the	workshop	will	 be	 basic	
themes	 from	 three	 separate	 weeks	 of	 arts	 camp	 and	
a	 curriculum	 that	 will	 include	 activities	 for	 painting,	
woodworking,	 singing,	 drama/acting,	 and	 dance.	
Jenny	is	the	co-director	of	children’s	ministries	at	Knox	
Presbyterian	Church	 in	Naperville,	 Illinois.	Kedra	 and	
Dave	are	members	of	Knox	Presbyterian	Church	and	are	
integral	parts	of	the	congregation’s	arts	camp.	
Basic

5. Ready for a New Thing after 15-plus Years n
Carol Wehrheim

Been	working	as	an	educator	for	15,	20,	or	more	years?	
Looking	for	ways	to	bring	freshness	and	vitality	to	your	
ministry?	 Treat	 yourself	 to	 a	 workshop	 just	 for	 you.	
Together	we	will	examine	ways	to	be	open	to	how	God	
is	doing	a	new	thing	in	the	educational	ministry	in	the	
body	of	Christ.	This	workshop	 is	not	 about	what	new	
things	are	happening,	but	about	how	we	can	be	open	
to	 them.	 Carol	 is	 a	 self-employed	 author,	 editor,	 and	
experienced	educator.	
Intermediate

Thursday	2:00	p.m.	to	3:30	p.m.
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6. Digging Deeper and Finding a Voice n n n n

Mary Marcotte
As	 we	 increasingly	 make	 use	 of	 small	 groups	 in	 the	
church,	a	key	challenge	 is	equipping	 leaders	of	 those	
groups.	 	 For	 the	 best	 success	 small	 groups	 become	 a	
place	for	personal	and	communal	growth.	All	too	often	
a	 great	 curriculum	 and	 the	 best	 of	 intentions	 can	 be	
done	in	by	volunteer	leaders	who	do	not	know	how	to	
take	the	questioning	deeper	or	deal	with	troublesome	or	
needy	participant	behaviors	 that	can	derail	 the	group.	
Using	group	process,	 improvisation,	and	role	play	we	
will	experience	a	model	of	training	that	is	informative,	
high	 energy,	 and	 engaging	 that	will	 help	 leaders	 and	
facilitators	 gain	 confidence	 and	 competence	 in	 their	
critical	 roles	 in	 creating	 an	 environment	 where	 each	
participant	 is	heard	and	valued.	Mary	 is	 the	associate	
general	presbyter	for	the	Presbytery	of	New	Covenant.
All Levels

7. Do a New Thing with Your  
Leadership Gifts! n n
Ken McFayden

Come	and	 explore	 your	 leadership	 gifts	 and	 skills	 for	
ministry.	Assess	 how	 you	 are	 expressing	 yourself	 and	
using	 these	assets	 in	your	current	calling	and	context.	
Examine	how	 these	 gifts	 and	 skills	 are	being	utilized,	
supported,	 and	 challenged	 in	 your	 current	 setting.	
Consider	 new	ways	 to	 express	 yourself	 and	 your	 gifts	
in	 life-giving	ways.	Ken	 is	 the	dean	of	 the	Leadership	
Institute	 and	 professor	 of	 ministry	 and	 leadership	
development	at	Union	Presbyterian	Seminary.	
All Levels

8. Tools for Transformation—How to Help 
Committees Get Unstuck n n 

 Jennifer James
Are	you	full	of	ideas	and	innovation,	but	struggle	to	get	
your	committee	or	team	to	change	course?	In	this	hands-
on	workshop,	experience	different	tools	and	techniques	
you	 can	 utilize	 at	 your	 next	 meeting	 to	 bring	 others	
alongside	 you.	 Additionally,	 we	 will	 discuss	 how	 to	
make	small	technical	changes,	but	also	larger	adaptive	
changes	that	take	much	longer	periods	of	time.	Jennifer	
is	an	educator-at-large	in	National	Capital	Presbytery.
Intermediate

9. Like This: Utilizing Social Media  
for Ministry n n n n
Virginia McLean

We	 will	 look	 at	 ways	 we	 can	 utilize	 Facebook,	
Instagram,	and	Twitter	for	use	in	ministry.	The	leader	will	
demonstrate	ways	you	can	use	Facebook	pages,	groups,	
and	your	own	church	page	for	Bible	and/or	book	studies,	
devotions,	 and	more.	We	will	 also	 examine	how	you	
can	use	hash	tags	in	Instagram	and	Twitter	to	connect	to	
members	of	your	congregation.	Virginia	is	the	director	
of	education	ministry	at	Grace	Presbyterian	Church	in	
Fort	Mill,	South	Carolina.	
Intermediate

10. Praying in Color: An Active  
and Visual Way to Pray n n n n n n n n
Sybil MacBeth

Praying	 in	 Color	 introduces	 a	 way	 to	 pray	 that	 is	
meditative,	 active,	 visual,	 serious,	 and	 playful.	 Using	
doodling,	 pen,	 markers,	 and	 paper,	 participants	 will	
learn	 this	 prayer	 practice	 through	 intercession	 and	
lectio divina. Praying	in	Color	is	for	children	and	adults,	
for	 the	word-weary	 and	 distracted	 pray-er,	 or	 anyone	
looking	 for	 a	 new	way	 to	 spend	 time	 with	 God.	 No	
artistic	ability	necessary!	Sybil	is	the	author	of	Praying 
in Color: Drawing a New Path to God and	a	workshop	
and	retreat	leader	who	lives	in	Breckenridge,	Colorado.
All Levels 
This workshop is also offered on Saturday morning.

11. Youth Ministry for the Long Haul n n n
Gina Yeager-Buckley

Are	you	in	this	youth	ministry	thing	for	the	long	haul	(or	
you	hope	to	be)?	If	you’ve	been	on	this	crazy,	amazing,	
energizing,	 and	 exhausting	 youth	 ministry	 path	 for	 a	
while,	or	you	hope	to	stay	on	it	for	a	while,	this	class	is	
for	you.	Looking	for	fresh	insights	to	find	energy	as	the	
landscape	of	 youth	ministry	 shifts?	To	maintain	 sanity	
and	spiritual	energy?	To	find	inspiration	for	new	ideas?	
This	 is	what	we’ll	do	 in	 this	 fabulous,	conversational,	
contemplative,	 and	 interactive	workshop.	 Gina	 is	 the	
associate	 for	 ministries	 with	 youth	 for	 the	 PC(USA).
Intermediate/Advanced
This workshop is provided by the Presbyterian Youth 
Workers’ Association.

Thursday	2:00	p.m.	to	3:30	p.m.
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Thursday	2:00	p.m.	to	5:00	p.m.

12. Making Space for the Whole Family  
of God to Worship, Learn, and Grow n n n
Caroline Vinson Dennis and Karen Jackson Ware

Karen	 and	 Caroline	 bring	 experience	 in	 leading	
intergenerational	worship	in	both	small-	and	large-church	
contexts.	In	this	workshop,	participants	will	celebrate	the	
gifts	and	confront	 the	challenges	of	welcoming	children	
into	worship.	Karen	and	Caroline	will	share	resources	and	

practices	to	design	intergenerational	worship	that	glorifies
God,	 engages	 all	 ages,	 deepens	 understandings,	 and	
nurtures	faith.	Caroline	is	the	associate	pastor	for	children	
and	 family	 ministry	 at	 Second	 Presbyterian	 Church,	 a	
4,000-member	 congregation	 in	 Indianapolis,	 Indiana.	
Karen	is	pastor	of	Faith	Presbyterian	Church,	a	small	but	
mighty	community,	in	Greensboro,	North	Carolina.	
Basic

Thursday, 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Off-site Workshop

13. Education is Light—Chicago Lights  
Tutoring Program n
 Alex Cornwell

The	 Chicago	 Lights	 Tutoring	 Program	 at	 Fourth	
Presbyterian	 Church	 seeks	 to	 break	 the	 cycle	 of	
poverty	by	providing	academic	and	emotional	support	
to	 400	 students	 from	 under-resourced	 communities.	
The	 program	 helps	 students	 improve	 their	 academic	
performance,	 stay	 in	 school	 through	 high	 school	
graduation,	and	expand	leadership	and	social	skills,	and	
it	prepares	 them	for	higher	education	and	meaningful	

careers.	In	this	session	(held	off-site	at	Fourth	Presbyterian	
Church,	a	short	walk	from	the	hotel),	you	will	engage	
deeply	 in	 the	 service	 this	 program	 has	 provided	 to	
Chicago	 youth	 over	 the	 last	 50	 years.	 Examples	 of	
academic	resources,	arts	and	enrichment	activities,	and	
successes	and	challenges,	as	well	as	stories	of	positive,	
lasting	relationships	will	be	shared.	Alex	is	the	director	
of	the	Chicago	Lights	Tutoring	Program.	
All Levels

Thursday, 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Onsite Workshops

14. Renew the Earth: Christian Education  
in an Ecological Age n n
Sally Naylor Johnston

Some	 theologians	 claim	 that	 healing	 the	 earth	 is	 the	
great	work	 of	 our	 times.	Do	we	 hear	God	 in	 the	 cry	
of	 the	 earth	 today?	What	 can	 educators	 do	 to	 equip	
Christians	 to	 rise	 to	 this	 challenge?	 This	 workshop	
introduces	principles	 to	guide	an	ecological	approach	
to	 Christian	 education.	 Through	 discussion,	 personal	
sharing,	and	hands-on	materials,	attendees	will	explore	
a	 variety	of	 resources	 and	models	 for	 doing	Christian	
education	in	an	ecological	age.	Sally	is	an	instructor	for	
supervised	ministries	at	the	Yale	Divinity	School.	
All Levels

15. Go Greet Death n n n
Henry C. Simmons

Congregants	 may	 only	 talk	 with	 their	 doctors	 about	
death,	 but	 a	 physician’s	 role	 is	 primarily	 medical.	
Christian	educators	have	important	things	to	teach.	This	
session	prepares	the	educator	with	resources	to	facilitate	
conversation	about	1)	death	as	spiritual,	interpersonal,	
and	 social	 reality;	 2)	 family	 conversations	 about	 the	
end-of-life;	 3)	 decisions	 and	 legal	 documentation	
about	 desired	 level	 of	 medical	 intervention;	 and	 4)	
assisted	dying.	This	workshop	will	help	participants	as	
individuals	 and	 as	 congregational	 educators.	 Henry	
served	 as	 a	 professor	 at	Union	Presbyterian	 Seminary	
prior	to	his	retirement.	
Advanced
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16. God’s New Thing: How to Help People 
Choose to Participate in It! n n
Peter Coutts

Motives	 are	 at	 the	 heart	 of	 our	 choices	 to	 do	 new	
things,	so	motivation	is	a	necessary	concern	of	leaders.	
Participants	will	learn	about	the	theology	and	psychology	
of	motivation,	along	with	a	simple	model	for	motivation	
that	can	be	applied	in	any	kind	of	ministry.	Learn	how	to	
be	a	positive	influence	in	helping	congregants	choose	to	
do	a	new	thing.	Peter	serves	as	the	general	presbyter	for	
the	Presbytery	of	Calgary-Macleod	for	the	Presbyterian	
Church	in	Canada.	He	is	the	author	of	Choosing Change,	
published	by	Alban	Institute.	
All Levels

17. The Blue Note Gospel: Preaching the 
Prophetic Blues in a Post-Soul World n n
Otis Moss III

This	workshop	is	designed	to	provide	individuals	with	
the	theoretical	framework	and	social	insight	necessary	
to	 preach	 effectively	 the	 gospel	 of	 Jesus	 Christ	 with	

prophetic	imagination.	We	refer	to	the	act	of	preaching	
as	 an	 art	 that	 speaks	 to	 the	 whole	 person	 through	
speech,	 movement,	 silence,	 rhythm,	 and	 musicality.	
This	workshop	is	rooted	in	the	motif	that	the	gospel	of	
Jesus	Christ	is	prophetic	(speaks	to	the	Least	of	these	and	
shakes	the	foundations	of	the	status	quo).	We	will	look	
at	 prophetic	 imagination	 from	 a	 spiritual	 perspective	
that	 allows	 space	 for	 a	 kind	 of	 playful	 energy	 that	
both	 delights	 and	 demands	 the	 listener	 to	 revisit	 old	
assumptions.	This	workshop	applies	 the	 language	and	
homiletical	 tools	 of	 the	 arts	 and	 popular	 culture	 to	
describe	both	the	social	context	of	life	and	the	context	
of	 the	 preached	word.	We	will	 build	 on	 the	working	
definition	of	prophetic	preaching	as	preaching	that	dares	
to	speak	about	tragedy	without	falling	into	despair.	This	
form	of	preaching	 reimagines	 the	world	with	divinely	
infused	 creativity	 and	wonder.	 It	 demands	 the	 hearer	
work	toward	building	an	alternative	consciousness	and	
worldview.	Otis	 is	 the	 senior	 pastor	 of	Trinity	 United	
Church	 of	 Christ	 in	 Chicago.	 He	 is	 an	 accomplished	
author,	speaker,	and	activist.	
All Levels

Thursday, 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Off-site Workshops

18. The Art Institute of Chicago n n 
Brian Paulson

This	workshop,	titled	“A	Spiritual	and	Cultural	Journey	
with	Art,”	will	reflect	on	the	breadth	of	life	on	display	
and	 influenced	 through	 artistic	 expression.	 Included	
with	the	tour	is	a	viewing	of	the	current	special	exhibit	
for	January	2016.	Brian	is	the	pastor	of	First	Presbyterian	
Church	 of	 Libertyville,	 Illinois.	 He	 is	 a	 regular	 and	
familiar	patron	of	the	Art	Institute	and	has	been	a	leader	
for	many	groups	from	his	church.	
All Levels
Fee: $35.00

19. National Museum of Mexican Art n n n 
Phyllis Wezeman

Explore	 the	 excitement	 of	 Chicago’s	 cultural	 diversity	
with	a	visit	to	the	National	Museum	of	Mexican	Art	and	
the	Pilsen	neighborhood	that	surrounds	it.	The	museum	

holds	the	largest	collection	of	Latino	art	in	the	country	
with	 a	 permanent	 collection,	 changing	 exhibits,	 and	
outstanding	 gift	 shop.	 Besides	 a	 tour	 of	 the	museum,	
the	group	will	visit	a	 few	shops	 in	Pilsen,	 including	a	
panaderia	(bakery)	for	a	treat!	Participants	will	discover	
ways to use the city as a classroom and consider ways 
to	 raise	 global	 awareness	 by	 using	 readily	 available	
resources.	Phyllis,	who	grew	up	in	Chicago	and	enjoys	
sharing	 the	 city’s	 neighborhoods	 with	 family	 and	
friends,	 has	 experience	 in	 leading	 groups	 around	 the	
world.	As	 an	 experienced	 educator	 and	 writer,	 she’ll	
help	participants	open	their	eyes	 to	 the	rich	resources	
that	abound	in	their	own	communities.	
All Levels
Fee: $30.00
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20. Second Presbyterian Church— 

Tiffany Windows n 
Second	Presbyterian	Church	is	one	of	Chicago’s	
architectural	gems.	Architect	James	Renwick	designed	
the	Gothic	Revival	exteriors,	and	Howard	Van	Doren	
Shaw	and	Frederic	Clay	Bartlett	redesigned	the	interior	
in	the	Arts	and	Crafts	taste.	In	addition	to	the	original	
interior	fixtures	and	murals,	memorial	windows	
made	by	William	Morris	&	Company,	Tiffany	Glass	
and	Decorating	Company,	Tiffany	Studios,	Church	
Glass	&	Decoration	Company,	McCully	&	Miles,	and	
Louis	J.	Millet	enhance	the	church’s	interior.	In	2013,	
Second	Presbyterian	Church	was	designated	a	National	
Historic	Landmark	in	recognition	of	its	Arts	and	Crafts	
interior.	National	Historic	Landmark	designation	 
is	reserved	for	buildings	and	sites	that	are	determined	
by	the	Secretary	of	the	Interior	to	possess	national	
significance	in	American	culture	and	history.	 
All Levels
Fee: $20.00

21. Mission Project—The Night Ministry n
Thom Cunningham and Megan Cochran

The	 Night	 Ministry	 is	 a	 Chicago-based	 organization	
that	 works	 to	 offer	 housing,	 healthcare,	 and	 human	
connection	to	members	of	the	Chicago	community	

struggling	with	poverty	or	homelessness.	With	an	open	
heart	 and	 an	 open	mind,	 they	 accept	 people	 as	 they	
are and work to address their immediate needs while 
affirming	 their	 sense	 of	 humanity.	 They	 serve	 youth	
and	 adults	who	 face	multiple	 complex	 challenges	 on	
a	daily	basis,	 including	homelessness,	poverty,	abuse,	
loneliness,	and	neglect.	Many	of	us	who	are	not	on	the	
streets	 take	 for	 granted	 a	 lifetime	 of	 “helping	 hands”	
from	 family	and	 friends.	Night	Ministry	 serves	people	
who	often	have	not	had	this	help.	During	this	mission-
focused	 workshop	 held	 in	 the	 Fourth	 Presbyterian	
Church	kitchen	(a	short	walk	from	the	hotel),	participants	
will	learn	about	issues	of	homelessness	and	hunger.	The	
workshop	will	 look	at	 some	of	 the	PC(USA)	curricula	
designed	 to	 educate	 and	 guide	 congregations	 on	
homelessness	and	hunger.	Participants	will	be	invited	to	
share	ways	in	which	their	congregations	are	addressing	
these	 issues	 and	 brainstorm	 other	 possible	 actions.	
They	will	also	work	with	a	professional	chef	to	prepare	
a	 healthy,	 organic,	 homemade	 soup	 ideal	 for	 feeding	
those	who	are	hungry	on	the	street	(as	well	as	their	own	
family).	Any	workshop	members	 interested	 in	 joining	
Megan	on	their	free	night	will	be	invited	to	ride	on	the	
Night	Ministry	bus	and	help	serve	the	soup.
All Levels

 
Thursday, 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Onsite Workshops

22. What is New in Children’s Bibles  
and Bible Storybooks? n n 
Elizabeth Caldwell

How	do	we	support	parents	so	that	they	can	help	their	
children	learn	how	to	read,	wrestle	with,	and	connect	
the	Bible	to	their	lives?	Which	Bible	storybooks	are	best	
for	different	 ages	of	 children?	These	questions	will	 be	
addressed	 as	we	explore	what	 it	means	 to	 encourage	
children’s	wondering	questions	about	 the	Bible.	What	
new	 thing	 is	 being	 enabled	 for	 children’s	 spiritual	
formation	 when	 we	 invite	 their	 dialogue	 with	 Bible	
stories?	Elizabeth	is	a	professor	emerita	of	McCormick	
Theological	Seminary	and	currently	serves	as	an	adjunct	
faculty	member	at	Vanderbilt	Divinity	School.	
All Levels

23. Oh the Places We’ve Been . . . and the Places 
We Are Going in Faith Formation n n 

 Beth Hayes
A	 look	at	how	culture	 influenced	 the	original	Sunday	
school	 movement	 and	 how	 the	 culture	 of	 today	 is	
reshaping	what	we	do	in	the	traditional	Sunday	school	
setting	 to	meet	 the	needs	of	 families	 in	 today’s	world.	
The	workshop	will	take	a	look	at	some	new	models	for	
faith	formation.		This	will	include	some	classic	book	and	
movie	titles	and	information	about	places	for	resourcing	
that	are	excellent	jumping-off	pieces	to	create	learning	
opportunities	in	faith	formation	for	our	churches	today.	
Beth	 is	 the	 director	 of	 congregational	 ministries	 and	
resources	for	the	Moravian	Church.	
Intermediate

Thursday	2:00	p.m.	to	5:00	p.m.	and	
Thursday,	4:00	p.m.	to	5:30	p.m.		 
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24. Using Visual Arts to Expand  

your Ministry n n 

 Shari LeMonnier
The	visual	arts	offer	new	and	exciting	ways	for	churches	
to	connect	with	their	members	and	to	provide	outreach	to	
their	communities.	Find	ways	to	link	your	own	creativity	
with	 the	 divine	 Creator	 as	 a	 spiritual	 experience	 by	
contemplating	the	arts,	by	creating	arts	for	the	liturgical	
seasons,	 and	 by	 leaning	 new	 art	 techniques	 that	 are	
satisfying	 for	 all	 age	 groups.	 Explore	 steps	 that	 your	
church	can	take	to	create	a	visual	arts	ministry	program	
in	communities	that	are	eliminating	the	arts.	Shari	is	the	
director of education and family ministry and director of 
visual	arts	ministry	at	Westminster	Presbyterian	Church	
in	Munster,	Indiana.	
All Levels

25. Who Is Jesus? Exploring the Messiah of New 
Things with the Horizons Bible Study n 
Betsy Ensign-George

The	 2016–2017	Horizons	 Bible	 study,	Who Is Jesus?, 
explores	 the	 many	 lenses	 through	 which	 we	 seek	
answers	 to	 this	 question	 at	 the	 heart	 of	 our	 lives.	
Workshop	 participants	 will	 review	 the	 study,	 receive	
supplemental	 resources	 to	 understand	 the	 study,	 and	
experience	the	Workshop	for	Leaders	(and	take	it	home)	
so that they can introduce Who Is Jesus? to	others.	Betsy	
is	an	associate	editor	with	Presbyterian	Women	in	the	
PC(USA).	
All Levels

26. Youth Led Youth Ministry—Equipping Youth 
to be Creators n n 
Chris Sarkowski

Our	 young	 people	 today	 are	 creators.	 From	YouTube	
channels	to	Instagram	pages,	GarageBand,	and	iMovie,	
youth	 have	 incredible	 creative	 tools	 literally	 at	 their	
fingertips.	Why	not	give	 them	 the	 tools	 to	be	creators	
in	youth	ministry?	Workshop	participants	will	 explore	
ways	to	identify	youth	who	have	gifts	for	leadership.	We	
will	discover	new	ways	 to	 train	our	 youth	 to	become	
leaders	in	the	church	as	well	as	discuss	effective	ways	
to	put	their	leadership	into	action.	Chris	is	the	director	
of	high	school	ministries	at	Mount	Pleasant	Presbyterian	
Church	in	South	Carolina.	
All Levels

27. Flipping the Classroom 2.0 n n 
Candace C. Hill

A	 conversation	 about	 flipped	 instruction,	 the	 basics,	
started	at	APCE	2015.	It	 is	time	to	ask	more	questions	
and	 share	 fresh	 ideas.	 Did	 you	 experiment	 this	 year	
by	 pushing	 education	 out	 the	 door?	Were	 you	 using	
the	 model	 last	 year,	 but	 were	 too	 modest	 to	 share	
your	 success?	 Do	 you	 have	 tips	 about	 getting	 your	
congregation	 onboard?	 Bring	 examples	 and,	 share	
experiences	of	turning	education	upside	down.	Candace	
serves	as	 the	coordinator	of	educational	ministries	 for	
the	PC(USA).	
Intermediate

28. Putting Life in the Heart of Teacher Training n 
Dan Wiard

The	 goal	 of	 teacher	 training	 is	 more	 than	 providing	
information	 to	 teaching	 disciples;	 it’s	 to	 create	
movement,	 excitement,	 and	 present,	 out-of-the-box	
ideas	 for	 those	 who	 share	 their	 faith	 in	 the	 teaching	
ministry	of	the	church.	Through	hands-on	activities	we	
will	 explore	 training	 strategies	and	activities	 that	help	
nurture	 teachers	 in	 their	 faith,	 explore	 Jesus’	 teaching	
style	and	 its	application	 to	our	methods,	and	 look	 for	
ways	 to	 challenge	 teachers	 to	 create	 movement	 in	
their	teaching	ministry.	Dan	is	the	director	of	Christian	
education	 and	 discipleship	 at	 Salisbury	 Presbyterian	
Church	in	Midlothian,	Virginia.	
All Levels

29. Beyond Just Getting Along n n n 

 Tricia Dykers Koenig and Brian Ellison
How	does	the	church	go	forward	in	mission	and	ministry	
when	 Christians	 seeking	 to	 be	 faithful	 have	 widely	
divergent	 ideas	 about	 God’s	 intentions?	 For	 decades,	
Presbyterians	 have	 argued	 about	 sexuality;	 recent	
decisions	 have	 emphasized	 freedom	 of	 conscience.	
Can	 the	 PC(USA)	 move	 beyond	 live-and-let-live	 to	 a	
deeper	 mutual	 understanding	 and	 shared	 witness?	 In	
this	workshop,	we	explore	intentional	ways	to	structure	
discussions,	educate	on	issues,	and	build	relationships	
in	 congregations,	 presbyteries,	 and	 communities	 that	
can	 lead	 to	 a	 bold	 and	 authentic	 unity—even	where	
disagreement	persists.	Tricia	is	a	national	organizer,	and	
Brian	is	the	executive	director	of	the	Covenant	Network	
of	Presbyterians.	
Basic

Thursday,	4:00	p.m.	to	5:30	p.m.		 
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30. Educate a Child Initiative  

for Communities and Congregations n n 
Eileen W. Lindner and Ginna Bairby

This	workshop	is	designed	to	enable	participants	to	
discover	meaningful	ways	to	engage	in	the	Presbyterian	
initiative	“Educate	a	Child,	Transform	the	World.”	
With	a	focus	on	the	two	emphases	of	early	childhood	
education	and	the	reduction	of	school	dropout	rate,	the	
workshop	will	provide	a	variety	of	strategies	for	getting	
started	and	sustaining	a	vibrant	program	to	aid	children	
live	the	lives	for	which	they	were	created.	Eileen	serves	
as	a	consultant	for	the	“Educate	a	Child”	Initiative	and	is	
pastor	of	the	Presbyterian	Church	at	Tenafly,	New	Jersey.	
Ginna	serves	in	the	area	of	compassion,	peace,	and	
justice	for	the	PC(USA).
Intermediate

31. Sustainable Children’s  
and Youth Ministry n n n
Jen DeJong

In	the	world	of	youth	and	children’s	ministry,	there	are	a	
handful	of	constant	factors	that	thrive	over	the	long	haul.	
This	seminar	introduces	participants	to	those	factors	and	
offers	a	strategic	design	for	instilling	these	foundational	
patterns	 into	 the	 fabric	 of	 any	 ministry,	 regardless	 of	
its	 model.	 Jen	 is	 the	 vice	 president	 of	 Innovation	 for	
Ministry	Architects.	
All Levels
This workshop is provided by the Presbyterian Youth 
Workers’ Association.

32. Igniting a Movement: Worship and Church 
with Youth and Young Adults n n n 
Chris Hansen

Looking	for	new	and	varied	forms	of	worship	and	church	
to	reach	youth	and	young	adults?	We’ll	look	at	how	one	
such	community	is	doing	so	and	begin	a	dialogue	about	
how	 to	 apply	 some	 of	 the	 things	we’ve	 learned	 back	
home	with	your	communities.	Chris	 is	 the	director	of	
the	Co-op	513	in	Lincoln,	Nebraska.	
All Levels
This workshop is provided by the Presbyterian Youth 
Workers’ Association.

33. Making Disciples, Making Leaders—
Reframing Leadership Development n n 
Steve Eason and Von Clemans

How	can	pastors,	educators,	and	sessions	prepare	ruling	
elders	and	deacons	for	service	in	ordered	ministry	that	
takes seriously both the information they will need and 
the	spiritual	formation	required	to	shape	them	as	faithful,	
discerning,	 spiritual	 leaders	 in	 the	 church?	 Designed	
for	those	who	care	about	leadership	development,	this	
workshop	will	share	a	philosophy	of	leader	development	
and	models	and	resources	for	leader	development	that	
can	 be	 used	 in	 any	 size	 church.	 Steve	 is	 the	 director	
of	 consulting	 services	 for	 Macedonian	 Ministry	 and	
was	 previously	 pastor	 for	 twelve	 years	 at	Myers	 Park	
Presbyterian	Church	in	Charlotte,	North	Carolina.	Von	
serves	 as	 the	 associate	 pastor	 of	 adult	 education	 at	
Myers	Park.	
All Levels

Thursday, 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Off-site Workshop

34. Fourth Presbyterian Church—A Light in the 
City—Offering Beauty and Serenity n n 

With	the	assistance	of	a	docent,	participants	will	enjoy	
the	beauty	of	the	sanctuary	of	Fourth	Church,	a	short	
walk	from	the	hotel.	Most	of	the	interior	and	exterior	of	
the	church	is	original,	looking	just	as	it	has	looked	for	
almost	a	century.	The	architect	of	Fourth	Church	was	
Ralph	Adams	Cram,	America’s	leading	Gothic	revival	
architect,	best	known	for	his	work	on	the	world’s	
largest	Gothic	cathedral,	the	Cathedral	of	St.	John	the	
Divine	in	New	York	City.	Fourth	Church	combines	the	
 

best	of	English	Gothic	and	French	Gothic	styles.	After	
the	tour,	you	are	welcome	to	enjoy	the	serenity	of	the	
labyrinth	at	Fourth	Church.	It	is	made	of	limestone	tiles	
and	is	set	into	the	floor	of	the	new	Buchanan	Chapel.	
A	modified	version	of	the	medieval	labyrinth	pattern	
in	Chartres	Cathedral	in	France,	it	has	seven	circuits.	
Self-directed	materials	will	be	available	for	your	use	
exploring	the	conference	theme—God’s	New	Thing:	
See	it!	Hear	It!	Live	It!	(Note:	Fourth	Church	is	located	
directly	across	the	street	from	Water	Tower	Place.	
Perfect	for	your	free	evening	activities).
All Levels

Thursday,	4:00	p.m.	to	5:30	p.m.
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Friday, 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Onsite Workshops

35. Equipping Parents of Young Children  
to Nurture their Children in Faith n n
Jenny Thagard

We	 will	 explore	 a	 variety	 of	 practical	 strategies	 and	
resources	for	congregations	seeking	to	strengthen	their	
ministries	 to	 parents	 of	 young	 children.	 Does	 your	
congregation	 seek	 to	 grow	 the	 under-forty	 crowd?	
Many	 of	 these	 folks	 have	 young	 children	 and	 very	
specific	needs.	We	will	examine	these	needs	and	what	
your	church	can	do	to	meet	them.	Jenny	is	the	director	
of	 Christian	 education	 at	 First	 Presbyterian	Church	 in	
Tuscaloosa,	Alabama.	
Basic

36. Network Church: Faith Formation and 
Ministry in a Post-Christendom World n 
John Vest 

What	 if	 our	 traditional	 forms	 of	 faith	 formation	 for	
children	and	youth	are	contributing	to	Protestant	decline	
and	the	rise	of	the	“nones”?	What	if	congregation-based	
ministry	is	just	one	socially	constructed	form	of	religiosity	
and	not	 the	only	way	of	doing	church?	The	church	at	
large	has	failed	to	recognize	that	our	most	basic	form	of	
organized	religious	life—the	congregation—is	rooted	in	
social	constructs	that	are	being	eclipsed	by	new	means	
of	 social	 connectionism.	 Beginning	 with	 adolescent	
confirmation	 and	 extrapolating	 into	 other	 areas	 of	
ministry,	 this	 workshop	 will	 explore	 a	 new	model	 of	
church	 life	 based	 on	 a	 network	 approach	 to	ministry	
in	which	people	live	authentic	gospel-shaped	Christian	
lives	 in	 their	 native	 and	 natural	 social	 contexts.	 John	
serves	as	 the	visiting	assistant	professor	of	evangelism	
at	Union	Presbyterian	Seminary	in	Richmond,	Virginia.
All Levels
This workshop is also offered on Saturday morning.

37. What Do These Stones Mean? Christian 
Education as Theological Paradigm n
Rodger Nishioka

When	Joshua	led	the	Hebrew	people	across	the	Jordan	
into	 the	promised	 land,	God	 instructed	 the	 leaders	of	
each	of	 the	 twelve	 tribes	 to	 take	up	a	 stone	 from	 the	
bottom	of	 the	 river	and	 to	build	an	altar	on	 the	other	
side	 so	 that	 in	 the	 future,	when	 the	 children	of	 Israel	
asked	 about	 the	 stones,	 they	would	 be	 told	 the	 story	
of	God’s	faithfulness.	Christian	education	at	its	heart	is	
about	our	 telling	of	God’s	 faithfulness.	This	 is	why	we	
tell	 the	 story	 at	 every	 turn.	But	Christian	education	 is	
about	more	than	simply	relaying	the	story.	We	believe	
that	 through	 telling	 the	 story	 we	 are	 building	 and	
constructing	a	way	of	seeing	God’s	redemptive	actions	
in	 the	world	 past,	 present,	 and	 future.	 Participants	 in	
this	workshop	will	explore	how	we	help	our	children,	
youth,	young	adults,	and	adults	recognize	and	create	a	
vibrant	 theological	paradigm	that	calls	us	 to	 live	 from	
memory	 to	 hope.	 Rodger	 holds	 the	 Benton	 Family	
Chair	 in	Christian	education	as	an	associate	professor	
at	Columbia	Theological	Seminary	in	Decatur,	Georgia.
All Levels

38. Starting a New Thing: Lessons  
Learned from Hope4CE n n 

 Kathy Dawson
At	 the	 APCE	 Annual	 Event	 2015,	 a	 new	 initiative	
was	 launched	 to	 create	 sharing	 space	 for	 innovative	
educational	 ideas,	 lesson	 plans,	 and	 educational	
designs.	During	the	start-up	of	 this	new	venture	many	
lessons	 were	 learned	 about	 blog	 administration,	
marketing,	 and	 diversifying	 the	 participants.	 In	 this	
workshop,	participants	will	hear	the	story	of	Hope4CE	
after	one	year	and	have	the	opportunity	to	discuss	their	
own	plans	for	meeting	the	needs	they	see	in	Christian	
education	 through	 designing	 online	 platforms	 and	
Facebook	 groups.	 Kathy	 is	 an	 associate	 professor	 of	
Christian	education	at	Columbia	Theological	Seminary.
Intermediate
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39. Projects to “Die” For n n n
Craig Kunkle

Learn	 new	 tools	 for	 the	 Christian	 educator	 to	 enhance	
intergenerational	 worship,	 prayer	 stations,	 children’s	
crafts,	and	more.	Learn	to	make	your	own	stickers,	Advent	
calendars	with	doors,	foam	crafts,	and	foldable	boxes.	No	
more	sitting	in	front	of	the	television	with	a	pair	of	scissors.	
Using	the	Silhouette	Cameo	die-cutting	machine,	learn	how	
to	find	resources	online,	import	and	alter	those	designs,	and	
cut	them	out.	There	will	be	a	chance	for	hands-on	practice	
in	groups.	Craig	 is	 the	director	of	Christian	education	at	
First	Presbyterian	Church	of	Pittsford,	New	York.	
All Levels

40. Feed My Sheep, Not My Lambs n
Gordon Lindsey

This	workshop	looks	at	what	constitutes	a	robust,	full-
bodied	 adult	 education	 program	 in	 the	 local	 church.	
Drawing	on	thirty	years	of	experience	in	adult	education,	
the	 instructor	 will	 discuss	 three	 important	 features	 of	
such	a	program:	evangelism,	Christian	 formation,	and	
theological	reflection	that	enables	people	to	participate	
in	 shaping	 the	 Christian	 tradition.	With	 each	 feature,	
he	will	discuss	 its	objective,	 its	anticipated	behavioral	
outcomes,	 and	 its	 spiritual	 fruits.	 Gordon	 is	 a	 retired	
teaching	elder	of	the	PC(USA).	
Basic

41. Small Church Ministry—Multigenerational 
Ministry ALL the Time!  n 
Sandy Safford

Educators,	 volunteers,	 and	 pastors	 serving	 in	 small	
churches	 know	 that	 everything	 we	 do	 in	 ministry	 is	
multigenerational.	So	how	do	we	present	it	as	God’s	new	
thing	to	our	congregations?	How	do	we	see	it	in	worship	
every	week	 since	 that	 is	 the	best	venue	 for	ministry	we	
have?	How	do	we	hear	it	through	Bible	study	in	worship	
with	all	ages	because	we	have	no	Sunday	school	classes.	
How	do	we	live	it	during	special	seasons	like	Advent	and	
Lent,	even	summer	with	hands-on	reflections	and	spiritual	
practices	 that	 involve	 all	 ages	 in	 worship?	 Ministry	 in	
the	 small	 church	 is	 really	multigenerational	 all	 the	 time	
so	 let’s	 be	 intentional	 about	making	 that	 so!	 Sandy	 is	 a	
commissioned	 ruling	 elder	 serving	 as	 pastor	 at	 Byers	
Community	Church	in	Colorado.	She	is	also	a	consultant	
for	FAITHSENSE	Consultants	for	Educational	Ministry.	
All Levels

42. Mixing Up Worship n n 
Katie Barrett Todd

Participants	 will	 experience	 and	 discuss	 innovative	
ways	 to	 invite	creativity	 into	worship	 services,	mainly	
the	 occasional	 and	 seasonal	 services	 that	 are	 family	
friendly,	intergenerational	and	just	plain	fun.	Participants	
are	encouraged	 to	bring	a	handout	with	 their	 favorite	
different	 worship	 service	 experienced	 or	 led	 to	 share	
with	 others	 in	 the	 workshop.	 Katie	 is	 a	 member	 of	
Homestead	Presbytery	and	lives	in	Ashland,	Nebraska.
Basic

43. Open Space  n 

 Greg Halterman
Open	Space	is	an	organic,	chaotic,	productive,	and	fun	
workshop	where	you	will	 see	extraordinary	people	 in	
the	 room,	hear	 the	exchange	of	 ideas,	and	 live	 in	 the	
moment	 without	 structure.	 Experience	 a	 free	 flow	 of	
ideas	 that	 can	 stimulate	your	current	ministry	or	help	
you	find	your	way	in	a	new	ministry.	Greg	is	Christian	
Education	director	at	Des	Moines	Central	Presbyterian	
Church	in	Des	Moines,	Iowa.	
Basic

44. There is No Asterisk n
Dan Vander Plaats

This	workshop	takes	participants	through	the	five	stages	
of	disability	attitudes.	Starting	with	ignorance,	a	process	
of	 self-assessment	 is	 initiated	with	 all	 attendees,	 until	
every	participant	understands	the	biblical	foundation	and	
calling	to	pursue	a	“co-laboring”	attitude	toward	people	
with	disabilities.	Dan	is	the	director	of	advancement	for	
Elim	Christian	Services	located	in	Palus	Heights,	Illinois.	
Basic
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45. From “Joiners to Transformers”:  
Empowering Unusually Diverse New 
Members for Missional Leadership n n 
Juan Sarmiento

Is	 your	 church	 seeing	 more	 newcomers	 from	 other	
cultures?	Do	you	often	hear	“Our	new	members	 look	
very	 different	 than	 how	 they	 used	 to”?	 Come	 and	
discover	how	your	educational	program	can	empower	
them	 to	become	agents	of	 transformation	within	 your	
congregation	 and	 its	 community.	 Through	 interactive	
dynamics,	you	will	acquire	insights	and	tools	that	will	
enable	your	congregation		to	raise	a	new	generation	of	
leaders.	Juan	is	an	evangelism	catalyst	for	Presbyterian	
World	Mission.	
All Levels

46. Don’t Call These Games:  
Recreation with a Purpose n n n
Carl Horton

We	all	have	them:	people	who	look	down	their	noses	at	
recreation	as	just	fun-and-games.	But	there	are	times	in	
the	community	of	faith	when	God’s	people	need	a	little	
bit	of	well-placed	recreation.	It	might	be	at	a	meeting,	
in	 a	 classroom,	 or	 even	 in	 worship;	 and	 it	 could	 be	
for	 the	 purpose	 of	 getting	 acquainted,	 lightening	 the	
mood,	gaining	perspective,	deepening	relationships,	or	
even	 building	 understanding	 across	 real	 or	 imagined	
divisions.	It	is	definitely	an	art	form	to	know	how	and	
when	 to	use	 recreation	 in	our	ministry.	 Join	us	 as	we	
help	God’s	people	play	with	a	purpose—for	their	own	
good	 and	 for	 the	 good	 of	 everybody	 involved!	 Carl	
is	 the	 associate	 for	 leadership	 development	 for	 the	
Presbyterian	Peacemaking	Program.	
Basic

47. Hearing God’s Call Anew: How Living 
Missionally Can Transform Your 
Congregation n n 
Ellen Sherby

Come	 learn	 how	 you	 can	 take	 your	 congregation’s	
mission	to	a	new	level,	away	from	isolated	projects	and	
short-term	mission	trips,	and	into	the	whole	cloth	of	your	
church.	 Find	 ways	 to	 understand	 mission	 as	 less	 of	 a	
project	and	more	of	a	way	to	be	church	together.	Walk	
away	from	this	interactive	workshop	with	tools	to	integrate	
purposeful	 congregational	 mission	 in	 every	 aspect	 of	

church	 life,	 from	 education	 and	 outreach	 to	 devotion	
and	worship.	Ellen	 is	 the	coordinator	 for	equipping	 for	
mission	involvement	for	Presbyterian	World	Mission.	
Intermediate

48.  Incorporating Art in Ministry with Youth,   
Children and Adults n n n n n
Amy Kim Kyremes-Parks

Want	 to	 find	 some	ways	 to	 incorporate	 art	 into	 your	
ministry?	We	will	use	many	art	media	and	explore	how	
you	can	encourage	folks	to	get	their	creativity	on	while	
reflecting	on	Bible	stories,	topics,	and	personal	feelings.	
The	leader	will	show	how	to	do	some	projects	and	share	
resources	 and	her	Pinterest	 board	 to	help	 you	as	 you	
minister	 in	 your	 context.	 Amy	 Kim	 is	 the	 director	 of	
spiritual	formation	at	Fairmount	Presbyterian	Church	in	
Cleveland	Heights,	Ohio.	
Intermediate
Supply Fee: $10.00
This workshop is provided by the Presbyterian Youth 
Workers’ Association.

49. Spiritual Journaling through Songwriting n n
Luke Hyder

Many	 of	 us	 have	 had	 the	 discipline	 of	 processing	
our	 life	 experiences	 and	 spiritual	 journeys	 through	
a	 variety	 of	 written	 forms,	 such	 as	 prayer	 journals,	
diaries,	and	notebooks.	However,	music	has	a	unique	
way	 of	 expressing	 that	 which	 moves	 us	 and	 touches	
us	that	sinks	down	deep	and	speaks	profoundly	to	our	
hearts.	Whether	you	have	musical	training,	just	like	to	
sing	at	church	or	in	the	shower,	like	to	set	Scripture	or	
meaningful	hymns	and	poems	to	music,	or	enjoy	putting	
your	own	thoughts	and	feelings	into	song,	you	can	make	
your	unique	pilgrimage	with	God	come	alive	for	yourself	
and	resonate	powerfully	with	others.	 In	this	workshop	
the	 leader	will	 share	 some	 of	 his	 own	 songs,	written	
from	 the	Psalms	and	 from	 recent	 sabbatical	 travels	 to	
the	Isle	of	Iona	and	to	Northern	Ireland.	Participants	will	
also	be	guided	through	a	process	of	spiritual	journaling	
through	songwriting,	and	will	begin	creating	their	own	
songs,	at	whatever	their	own	level	of	skill	or	experience	
allows.	If	you	have	a	favorite	Scripture	verse,	hymn	text,	
or	poem	you’d	like	to	bring	with	you,	please	do!	Luke	is	
the	associate	pastor	for	worship	and	evangelism	at	First	
Presbyterian	Church,	Libertyville,	Illinois.	
All Levels
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Saturday,	9:00	a.m.	to	10:30	a.m.

50.	 Mediating	after	Conflict	in	a	 
Church/Youth Ministry Setting n n n

 John Peacock
This	workshop	will	describe	the	processes	of	principled	
negotiation	and	mediation	 to	bring	positive	 resolution	
to	 conflicts	 that	 naturally	 arise	 in	 church	 and	 youth	
work	settings.	Participants	will	be	given	the	opportunity	
to	 practice	 useful	 tools	 to	 restore	 relationships	 and	
find	 collaborative	 solutions	 to	 complex	 problems.	
From	 experience	 in	 Northern	 Ireland,	 the	 leader	 will	
demonstrate how these methods can be used to mediate 

in	 difficult	 circumstances	 in	 personal,	 family,	 church,	
and	 community	 life	 to	 bring	 about	 social,	 political,	
and	 theological	 reconciliation.	 John	 is	 employed	 by	
Youth	Link,	a	partnership	of	the	Catholic,	Presbyterian,	
Methodist,	and	Anglican	Churches	of	 Ireland	that	was	
formed	 to	 provide	 youth	 work	 and	 ministry	 training	
across	the	churches.	
Intermediate
This workshop is provided by the Presbyterian Youth 
Workers’ Association.

Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Onsite Workshops

51. New Discoveries in Preschool Faith 
Formation n 
Karen-Marie Yust

Did	you	know	babies	show	signs	of	morality	just	a	few	
months	 after	 birth?	 Or	 that	 toddlers	 figure	 out	 what	
to	believe	by	balancing	what	 they	see	with	what	 they	
imagine	and	what	they	hear	from	trusted	adults?	Come	
hear	about	the	latest	discoveries	in	child	development	
and	 explore	 how	 these	 new	 ideas	 about	 how	 young	
children	learn	can	reshape	your	ministry	with	children	
aged	 birth	 to	 five	 and	 their	 families.	 Karen-Marie	 is	
the	 Rowe	 professor	 of	 Christian	 education	 at	 Union	
Presbyterian	Seminary.	
All Levels
This workshop is also offered on Thursday afternoon.

52. Network Church: Faith Formation and 
Ministry in a Post-Christendom World  n
John Vest 

What	 if	 our	 traditional	 forms	 of	 faith	 formation	 for	
children	and	youth	are	contributing	to	Protestant	decline	
and	the	rise	of	the	“nones”?	What	if	congregation-based	
ministry	is	just	one	socially	constructed	form	of	religiosity	
and	not	 the	only	way	of	doing	church?	The	church	at	
large	has	failed	to	recognize	that	our	most	basic	form	of	
organized	religious	life—the	congregation—is	rooted	in	
social	constructs	that	are	being	eclipsed	by	new	means	
of	 social	 connectionism.	 Beginning	 with	 adolescent	

confirmation	 and	 extrapolating	 into	 other	 areas	 of	
ministry,	 this	 workshop	 will	 explore	 a	 new	model	 of	
church	 life	 based	 on	 a	 network	 approach	 to	ministry	
in	which	people	live	authentic	gospel-shaped	Christian	
lives	 in	 their	 native	 and	 natural	 social	 contexts.	 John	
serves	as	 the	visiting	assistant	professor	of	evangelism	
at	Union	Presbyterian	Seminary	in	Richmond,	Virginia.
All Levels
This workshop is also offered on Friday afternoon.

53. New For You! n
Pamela VandeVoort

Are	 you	 ready	 to	 try	 a	 new	 thing	 in	 your	 ministries?	
This	interactive	workshop	will	allow	participants	to	see,	
hear,	and	live	tried	and	tested	intergenerational	ministry	
activities.	Some	of	the	creative	ministry	ideas	that	will	
be	shared	include:	Preparing	Your	Heart	for	Christmas,	
Journey	to	Bethlehem,	Lent	in	a	Bag,	Widows	Candles	
of	Light,	Secret	Church,	Goofy	Golf,	Harvest	Table,	Free	
Market,	 Sunday	 Lunch	 Bunch,	 and	 weeknight	 meals.	
Pamela	 is	 director	 of	 discipleship	ministries	 at	Trinity	
Reformed	Church	in	Pella,	Iowa.
Basic



  

WorkshopsGod’s New Thing:  
See it! Hear it! Live it!

54. Summer Mission Experience: Engaging the 
Whole Church in God’s Work  n n
Medora Hix

How	 do	 we	 engage	 people	 of	 all	 ages,	 including	
elementary	 children,	 in	 a	 meaningful	 and	 practical	
experience	 of	 mission	 in	 our	 local	 communities?	
A	 Summer	 Mission	 Experience	 (SME)	 is	 how!	 This	
workshop	will	offer	a	model	of	doing	mission	from	the	
ground	up	in	a	local	context	that	reaches	into	the	world.	
SME	 includes	 everyone	 in	 the	 congregation,	 fosters	
community	 building	 and	 congregational	 connections,	
and	educates	about	the	why	of	mission,	all	while	making	
a	 difference	 in	 God’s	 kingdom.	 SME	 is	 adaptable	 to	
every	community	and	size	of	church	and	 responds	 to	
people	in	need	as	well	as	the	need	of	Christians	to	be	
sent	out	 in	Christ’s	name.	A	description	of	 the	model,	
brainstorming,	 handouts	 for	 adaptation,	 and	 ways	 to	
plan	will	be	included	in	the	workshop.	Medora	serves	
as	director	of	Christian	education	at	Cary	Presbyterian	
Church	in	North	Carolina.
All Levels

55. Praying in Color: An Active  
and Visual Way to Pray  n n n n n n n
Sybil MacBeth

Praying	 in	 Color	 introduces	 a	 way	 to	 pray	 that	 is	
meditative,	 active,	 visual,	 serious,	 and	 playful.	 Using	
doodling,	 pen,	 markers,	 and	 paper,	 participants	 will	
learn	 this	 prayer	 practice	 through	 intercession	 and	
lectio divina.	Praying	in	Color	is	for	children	and	adults,	
for	 the	 word-weary	 and	 distracted	 pray-er	 or	 anyone	
looking	 for	 a	 new	way	 to	 spend	 time	 with	 God.	 No	
artistic	ability	necessary!	Sybil	is	the	author	of	Praying 
in Color: Drawing a New Path to God and	a	workshop	
and	retreat	leader	who	lives	in	Breckenridge,	Colorado.	
All Levels
This workshop is also offered on Thursday afternoon.

56. Pop Culture in Adult/Youth Education n n n 
Gord Brown 

Examination	of	pop	culture	(film,	music,	genre	fiction)	is	
an	excellent	way	to	build	small	groups	or	education	events	
that	will	engage	both	adults	and	youth.	Pop	culture	is	also	
an	effective	way	to	help	students	to	become	aware	of	the	
scripts	that	unconsciously	undergird	our	society	and	help	
to	 rewrite	 these	 scripts	 in	 light	 of	 the	 gospel	 message.	
The	workshop	will	incorporate	participation	with	guided	
group	work	using	different	genres.	Gord	is	a	PhD	student	
at	Toronto	School	of	Theology	in	Ontario,	Canada.	
Intermediate

57. Doing Big Things with a Small Church—
Thinking Outside the Four Walls  n 
Stacie Eastman

Stacie	will	share	with	you	her	experience	at	a	small	church	
joined	together	from	two	previous	congregations.	You	will	
hear	how	to	rejuvenate	your	volunteers	through	a	different	
approach	to	Sunday	school	and	VBS,	how	you	can	bring	
more	members	 from	outside	 the	 community	 in	 through	
your	doors,	and	how	to	love	your	people	wherever	they	are	
in	their	faith	lives.	Learn	ways	to	encourage	an	all-church	
and	 intergenerational	 ministry	 through	 nontraditional	
Sunday	school	and	VBS.	Stacie	is	the	director	of	Christian	
education	and	nurturing	ministries	at	Echo	Hill	Presbyterian	
Church	in	Marion,	Iowa.	
Basic

58.	 Artistic	Reflections	 n n n
Suzy Sullivan Edwards

The	 workshop	 participants	 will	 learn	 and	 experience	
how	to	invite,	include,	and	engage	children,	youth,	and	
adults	in	meaningful,	imaginative,	and	creative	worship.	
They	will	do	so	by	learning	how	to	create	a	unique	artistic	
reflection.	 In	 this	 workshop	 there	will	 be	 examples	 of	
how	painting	a	scene	during	a	worship	service	or	at	any	
church	gathering	can	enhance	the	worship	experience	of	
the	congregation	and	the	one	creating	the	artistic	piece.	
Artistic	 reflection	 is	 something	 new,	 spontaneous,	 and	
fresh!	Suzy	is	the	director	of	congregational	ministries	at	
Quaker	Memorial	Presbyterian	Church	in	Forest,	Virginia.	
All Levels

Saturday,	9:00	a.m.	to	10:30	a.m.
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59.	 Dreaming:	New	Confirmation	Curriculum		n

Mark Hinds and Gordon Mikoski
Participants	 will	 be	 invited	 to	 join	 a	 conversation	
around	 the	 question	 being	 asked	 by	 Princeton	
Seminary’s	 Confirmation	 Project:	 What	 is	 the	 state	
of	 confirmation	 and	 equivalent	 practices	 within	 five	
Protestant	denominations	that	practice	infant	baptism?	
This	 workshop	 will	 entertain	 the	 same	 question,	
albeit	 limited	 to	 PC(USA)	 congregations,	with	 an	 eye	
toward	 developing	 a	 new	 confirmation	 curriculum	
for	 the	 denomination.	 Join	 the	 discussion	 and	 offer	
your	 perspectives.	 Mark	 is	 the	 acting	 publisher	 for	
Congregational	Ministries	Publishing,	PC(USA).	Gordon	
is	associate	professor	of	Christian	education,	Princeton,	
and	a	member	of	the	Confirmation	Project	committee.	
All Levels

60. Grace and Gratitude in Song n n
William McConnell

The	rhythm	of	grace	and	gratitude	is	profoundly	evident	
in	both	historical	and	modern	music	of	the	church.	Using	
resources	 including	 Glory to God: The Presbyterian 
Hymnal,	and	other	readily	available	musical	resources,	
discover	ways	to	communicate	this	bedrock	interaction	
with	learners	of	all	ages.	Whether	you	consider	yourself	
a	musician	or	not,	we	will	explore	music	from	numerous	
nations,	cultures,	and	traditions	to	embody	this	uniquely	
Reformed	 theological	 truth.	William	 is	 the	 executive	
director	of	the	Presbyterian	Association	of	Musicians.	
Basic

61. A Year in the Life of a  
Healthy Youth Worker n n n
Members of the Presbyterian Youth Workers’ 
Association Core Team

Most	 of	 us	 experience	 that	 feeling	 of	 burnout	 and	
exhaustion	 at	 some	 point	 during	 a	 year	 in	 ministry.	
What	are	things	that	every	youth	worker	can	be	doing	
over	the	course	of	the	year	to	care	for	him/herself?	We	
know	 that	healthy	youth	workers	 (in	mind,	body,	 and	
soul!)	are	better	able	to	serve	in	healthy	ministry.	Join	us	
to	explore	healthy	practices	to	keep	yourself	energized,	
fed,	and	sane!	
All Levels
This workshop is provided by the Presbyterian Youth 
Workers’ Association.

62. How to Navigate “That” Talk n n n n n  

Byron Wade and Tara Spuhler McCabe
In	 light	 of	 the	 growing	 national	 conversation	 on	 race	
relations	 prompted	 by	 multiple	 incidences	 in	 recent	
years,	 especially	 involving	 police	 and	 treatment	 of	
minorities,	how	do	we	invite	our	young	people	to	engage	
in	the	conversation?	Join	us	for	an	interactive	discussion	
of the issues; take home some ideas on how to start the 
conversation	with	your	young	people;	and	consider	how	
we	might	be	proactive	about	bringing	positive	change	
within	our	own	groups	and	communities.	Byron	is	the	
pastor	at	Davie	Street	Presbyterian	Church	 in	Raleigh,	
North	 Carolina,	 and	 Tara	 is	 a	 minister-at-large	 from	
National	Capital	Presbytery.	
All Levels
This workshop is provided by the Presbyterian Youth 
Workers’ Association.

63. Untamed Mind of Christ n n n n 

 Matthew Syrdal
Untamed	Mind	of	Christ	 is	 an	 introduction	 to	nature-
based	 authenticity	 and	 wholeness	 for	 pastoral	
leadership	and	Christian	educators.	This	workshop	will	
identify	significant	cultural	and	 theological	challenges	
in	 traditional	ministry	 and	explore	 innovative	ways	 to	
bridge	the	deep	wisdom	of	Christ	 found	in	 the	call	of	
the	wilderness	to	radical	authenticity	in	community.	A	
variety	of	practices	will	be	offered:	creative	expression,	
self-designed	ceremony,	solo	exercises	while	wandering	
the	 land,	 group	 work,	 movement,	 journaling,	 and	
council.	 Discover	 how	 these	 practices	 might	 help	
recover	 and	 integrate	 your	 authentic	 voice,	 foster	 a	
deeper	sense	of	vocation,	and	birth	new	ministries	and	
mission	for	a	new	age.	Matthew	is	the	associate	pastor	
of	spiritual	 formation	at	Grace	Presbyterian	Church	 in	
Littleton,	Colorado.	
Advanced

Saturday,	9:00	a.m.	to	10:30	a.m.
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64. Being on Staff in Times of Transition n n n 
Rachel Pedersen and Carol McDonald

The	senior	pastor	announces	a	new	call;	what	happens	
next?	As	 an	 associate	 pastor,	 a	 Christian	 educator,	 or	
a	 member	 of	 staff,	 you	 have	 questions	 and	 concerns	
about	the	reality	of	a	changing	church	that	will	shape	
your	ministry.	This	workshop	will	look	at	best	practices,	
practical	 advice,	 and	 resources	 that	 are	 available	
during	 a	 pastoral	 or	 congregational	 transition	 and	
will	also	provide	community	 for	 those	 in	 the	midst	of	
change.	Rachel	is	the	associate	pastor	for	children	and	
family	ministry	 at	 Bryn	Mawr	 Presbyterian	 Church	 in	
Pennsylvania.	Carol	served	as	executive	of	the	Synod	of	
Lincoln	Trails	prior	to	her	retirement.
All Levels

Saturday,	9:00	a.m.	to	10:30	a.m.


