
What you always wanted to know about your electronic flash 
Class with David H. Wells  

 
The electronic flash, whether built-in or the off-camera unit is an incredible, but often under-utilized 
photographer’s tool.   This one afternoon workshop will teach you what you always wanted to know about 
your electronic flash, even if you were never sure quite what that was.  The class will show you the key 
things to know about using your flash units. After the class, we will shoot together and you will be 
encouraged to practice those steps over and over to make the flash as commonly used a part of your 
photographic tool bag as your zoom lens.  We will explore how to use a flash unit in various lighting 
situations. The class is divided between lecture, demonstration, photographing and critiquing. 
 
Shooting time follows the demonstration so students can put the information to use. Wells will work one 
on one with each student during the outing.  A critique, later the same day, allows the students to apply 
what they have learned (by actually photographing) in the class.  The subsequent critique is to evaluate 
what you have learned and set you up to learn more in the future. 
 
The class explores: 
 
• how to determine exposure 
• how to control the light output  
• the importance knowing how and when to use ambient light 
• using a flash in a direct or bounce mode 
• how to reduce the flash output for specific situations 
• differences between the various modes 
• importance of automatic (TTL) mode 
We may need to limit this to 10 to give each attention with the different flash units/camera combinations. 
 
2 - 4 pm  I introduce myself and the techniques involved 
 
4-5 pm work together in the space we have (room in a library?) 
 
5-7 pm shoot outside in late afternoon light and through sunset into dusk and night (may need to adjust 
times based on sunset time) 
 
7-8 pm over pizza download pix onto computers then give me top 20 per person to share  
 
8-9 pm share top 10 per person projected onto a screen in the space we have (room in a library?)	


