
 

 
In August 2005, Valeriy G Stepanenko, a successful Ukrainian businessman 
established Dream Ship Victory limited with its main office in Marmaris, Turkey and 
a newly constructed shipyard facility nearby in Bozburun, renowned for its skilled 
craftsmen and fine wooden vessels. The historic centre of Turkish boat building 
located in the small flat beaches near Bozburun town itself, is just a short distance 
from Knidos where the statue of Aphrodite overlooked the sea where the Aegean and 
Mediterranean meet. 
  
Dream Ship Victory was inspired by a dream by its founder whose passionate love of 
woodcraft drove his desire to sail the oceans in a majestic classic sailing boat. The 
company mission is to revive the traditional art of classic wooden sailing ships. In the 
main office a large illustrated book, the Russian title translates to ‘The most well 
known sailing yachts’ is testament to the vision and inspiration for Dream Ship 
Victory’s shareholders, Directors and management. A quick run through of the book 
shows drawings, illustrations and photographs of the world’s most famous clippers 
and trading boats, right up to the magnificent ‘tall ships’ that are the world’s sail 
training fleet today. 
  
A major venture like the Dream Ship Victory programme did not start with a simple 
commercial decision to proceed but from a deep-seated and a long ‘education curve’ 
that culminated in a strong passion to be creative and fulfil many dreams 
accumulated over time. 
  
The ‘mission statement’ from Valeriy Stepanenko and the whole team, is an 
infectious one to all who have joined this quest to re-visit the true crafts and art that 
drove all of mans ventures until the technological era we are now in. 
  
The human race became blessed with the ability to imagine and then turn these 
dreams into reality by the other gift of creativity. From the earliest times this 
imagination drew craftsmen and artists to build sailing boats to push their 
geographic boundaries ever further to new lands. Trial-and-error were the driving 
force in developing sailing that would go further, weather the force of the oceans in 
safety and more importantly be graceful and pleasing to the eye. 



  
Even the yachts being built today are to some extent a human product of ‘the hand 
and the eye’ and follow the master naval architects of the 19th century where the sheer 
of the deck and overall balance, the rake of the rig and all the functional details were 
deemed ‘if it looks right it is right’. 
  
The four centuries of the sailing ship era was a Golden Age, which sparked romantic 
adventures and commercial success, expanding to what we call today ‘A global 
marketplace’. This was driven by the Dutch with their ‘Eastindiamen’ square rigged 
vessels, some five thousands at sea at any time, to the designers of the famous Tea 
Clippers who developed the sailing know how to drive these ships at ever increasing 
speeds to be competitive in the market of the period. 
  
A sailing ship is a unique combination that harnesses all that has gone before. A 
Dream Ship goes further by reviving the old yacht skills, traditions and art of 
building all timber yachts but sympathetically incorporating the more modern 
techniques in laminating the timber for immense strength. For strength and weight, 
wood is both lighter and stronger than composites, steel and aluminium and far 
more appropriate for hull construction. It is easier to repair if damaged and is a 
‘living’ product that pleases the senses and will always feel warm to the touch and 
have a pleasant aroma for all its life. 


