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Wealth and Poverty
Our theme for April is “wealth and poverty.” Both can be material; both can be spiritual. 
 
Shortly after I came here last August I took part in a meeting of senior religious leaders led by the San Francisco Interfaith 
Council. We watched Robert Reich’s film, Inequality for All. What has driven the growing divide everywhere between 
wealth and poverty, Prof. Reich argues, are two developments: high technology and the rapid integration of the global 
economy.
 
The Bay Area is a leader in both. Neither is going away. Yet we can see the effects here in the crisis of housing affordability. 
What can be done? Some people just throw up their hands. They act as though nothing can be done. We faith leaders 
have to disagree. 
 

The San Francisco Interfaith Council (SFIC) is already working to identify religiously owned sites for such 
redevelopment. We are also contemplating a public education campaign. We have a wealth of spiritual resources. These 
need to be mobilized to keep people from giving in to resignation or self-centeredness. Building a sense of inclusive 
Beloved Community was never going to be easy. Dr. King said so. 
 
Part of what is needed is to break through our spiritual poverty and misplaced fear of the “other.” Another part is to apply 
some of our wealth of human talent, time, and treasure to the practical task of building a broad-based political consensus 
that supports the development of affordable housing for people who will otherwise soon have no place in a city divided 
sharply between poverty and wealth. 
 
I refuse to spread my own energies over too many issues. For ten years I focused on marriage equality as my top social 
justice issue. For the next five, at least, I will focus on affordable housing in this city. We won’t give up on companioning 
the poor, through the Faithful Fools; providing after-school care for low-income children, through Up on Top; or 
resettling LGBT refugees who have come from countries where their lives were in danger, through the Guardian Group. 
But I hope we can be a catalyst, helping to connect the dots between all such projects and helping our city be home to all 
sorts of folks – wealthy, poor, and in between.
 
Yours in faith,
Rev. John Buehrens, Senior Minister

We do have to distinguish between three aspects of the housing crisis in San Francisco.
 
One is displacement. This is a boom town. 70,000 jobs have been added. The peninsula towns where many 
new workers are employed have resisted development. So have many urban areas. Rising values attracted 
speculators. The result is a 250% rise in rents over the last five years. The population pressures will continue. 
High tech is not going away.  
 
Tenants rights need to be defended. The Ellis Act needs to be reformed against evictions. 
 
Many people associate “affordable housing” with low income housing. San Francisco actually does better in 
providing a growing supply of low income housing than any city in the country. The SF Interfaith Council 
recently received a $3 million gift to help the City open a “Navigation Center”
to aid the homeless and ill-housed poor.
 
Yet what is missing in our city is moderate income affordable housing – between publicly subsidized units and 
market rate development. To be inclusive, we need more housing for households earning $35,000 to $90,000 
a year – especially essential workers in social services, education and the arts, medicine, and public safety. 
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April 2015 Worship Services

Easter Sunday, April 5, 11AM, Sanctuary
STORIES OF RESURRECTION
The Ministers and Choirs

Celebrate Easter with laughter and joy, music and stories 
of new life. Wear an Easter bonnet if you like, bring 
the children, and join the ministers, the Choir, the Bell 
Choir and singer-songwriter Mike Rufo in an Easter 
Sunday to remember.
 
Sunday, April 12, 11AM, Sanctuary
BIG QUESTIONS
The Ministers and the Rites of Passage Kids

We have 12 third and fourth graders in our Rites of 
Passage class. They have prepared some big questions to 
ask the Ministers. Join us for a joyous and interactive 
pondering of what smart young minds have developed 
as their big questions about life and death, God and 
meaning.

 Sunday, April 19, 11AM, Sanctuary
FATAL ATTRACTION
The Rev. Mary McKinnon Ganz

It’s boom town times again in San Francisco, this time 
with companies on the cutting edge of technology. We 
hunger for the new; we fear being left behind in this 
year's Global Economy 3.0. But is there a spiritual 
downside? Rev. Mary McKinnon Ganz first hit the 
streets of San Francisco in the 1970s as a reporter 
for the AP and the SF Examiner. After completing 
her ministerial internship with this congregation 
and the Faithful Fools Street Ministry 10 years ago, 
she went East to serve congregations in Virginia and 
Massachusetts. Last fall, she returned to walk again with 
friends and Fools in the Tenderloin.
 
Sunday, April 26, 11AM, Sanctuary
HOW MUCH DO WE DESERVE?
The Rev. Dr. John Buehrens, Senior Minister, preaching

Our worship theme for April is “wealth and poverty,” 
explored in both the material and spiritual dimensions. 
Questions of distributive economic justice are ultimately 
moral and spiritual issues. Join John Buehrens for a 
powerful sermon which borrows its title from a book on 
the theme by UU Minister Richard Gilbert.

Sunday Forum with Breakfast

April 5, EASTER, Tenderloin Tessie luncheon 
preparations in MLK Room. (no forum)
 
April 12, Society for Community Work (SCW) 
introduces beneficiaries of its work throughout the year.
 
April 19, Francisco Da Costa: “The Ohlone, the 
African American, Chinese and Hispanic immigrants, 
and their relationship to the development of San 
Francisco”. Mr. Da Costa, Chief Executive Officer 
of Southeast Community Development Corporation 
in Hunters Point was born in Nairobi, Kenya, has 
traveled extensively and was educated in Europe, 
earning a Master’s in Philosophy, licentiate in 
Psychology and ADA certification. In his personal 
and professional life, he targets issues of children’s 

health and violence in Bayview, particularly in regard 
to hazardous materials in Hunters Point, but also in 
Chrissy Field and throughout the bay area.
 
April 26, Wild Equity with Brent Plater, executive 
director of the Wild Equity Institute, who offers a 
photographic exploration of the remaining wild areas 
in San Francisco. Brent went on a three day quest to 
see each of these natural areas for himself, understand 
what’s proposed for these lands, and identify a plan to 
save these areas from the City’s mismanagement. Join 
Brent for a slideshow of his quest, add your thoughts 
to the conversation, and discover how we can help 
these areas thrive.
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Minister’s Seminar with John Buehrens

Sunday, April 12 to April 26, 9:30 AM, Fireside Room
 
TRANSCENDENTALIST DISCIPLES:
The Untold Story of Spiritual Friendships 
between Urban Activists 
for Women’s Rights and the Abolition of Slavery

This is the working title of the book that John has been researching for several years and that he will be writing 
this summer. Most people associate Transcendentalism with individualism and life in nature, or with Emerson, 
Thoreau, Walden Pond and perhaps Brook Farm. But Transcendentalism actually began as a spiritual renewal 
movement among Unitarian ministers. Many of the most influential Transcendentalists were in urban Boston 
where an innovative congregation, the Church of the Disciples, and its minister, James Freeman Clarke, 
functioned as a hub of spiritual friendships among activists for abolition, women’s rights, social reform, and the 
study of comparative religion. Open to all. A contribution of $5 per session is requested but not required. 
 

Membership Matters

The Membership Team is busy planning for this month’s Glen Park Festival on 
April 26. We have a new church banner, UUSF balloons (and a helium tank), 
coloring packets for kids, and welcome materials. There’s only one more thing we 
need: YOU!
 
We need a team of 8-10 Ambassadors to help staff the booth. Shifts are 2 hours, 
starting at 10AM and going until 4PM. Ambassadors will work in teams of 2-3, 
inviting folks in to learn more about our community, sharing what you love 
about UUSF, handing out balloons, and inviting folks to join us for an upcoming 
Sunday service. SIMPLE! We plan to hold a brief Ambassador Training after 
church, date to be determined. If your time is limited, but you want to support 

the church, this is the job for you.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Rev. Alyson Jacks. We plan to 
attend 4-5 neighborhood festivals this year. Jump on board!
 
Visitors and newcomers are invited to our monthly Newcomer Orientation on Easter Sunday, April 5 following 
the service. Our Intern Minister, Cindy Pincus and a representative of the Membership Committee will be there to 
greet you and answer questions. 
 
Our next Invitation to Membership is Sunday, April 19 at 12:30 PM in the Stebbins Room. If you plan to attend, 
please contact Rev. Jacks. We recommend you make an appointment with one of the ministers before joining, 
please contact Rev. Jacks or Buehrens to schedule one.
 
Finally, we want to welcome back Rob Packenham to the Membership Team! Volunteers are still needed to serve. 
Contact Rev. Jacks if you are interested. 
 
Join us!
George Cavage
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Nominating Committee

Board of Trustees
 
The Nominating Committee is pleased to offer a slate of the following members for consideration for the Board of 
Trustees of the Society, the election for six open positions to be held at the Annual Meeting in June:

1. Kathleen Quenneville, incumbent
2. Peter Gross, incumbent
3. Gayle Reynolds, incumbent
4. Judy Payne
5. Reese Hart
6. Jim Valent

We also offer a slate of the following members for the Nominating Committee, 
with three open positions also to be elected at the Annual Meeting:

1. Stephen Schwichow, incumbent
2. Kathi Malone, incumbent
3. Kiam Cua

Biographies and photographs will follow in the May newsletter.
 
Best regards,
Trudy Lionel and Diane Allen 
co-chairs, Nominating Committee

The Election Results Are In!

Elected as PCD delgates:

1. Nancy Buffum
2. Marc Theobald
3. Dick Castile
4. Kathleen Quenneville
5. Gino Fortunato
6. David Jones
7. Merle Easton

Elected as alternates to PCD: 

1. Alison Rittger
2. George Mayer
3. Millie Phillips
4. Kathleen Moran
5. Robin Larsen
6. Jim Valent

Elected as delegates to the Unitarian Universalist 
Association General Assembly: 

1. Stephanie Gowin
2. Howard Oringer
3. Bill Klingelhoffer
4. Janice Oringer
5. Mary Jane Mikuriya
6. Dolores Perez Priem
7. Carrie Steere-Salazar

Elected as alternates:

1. Linda Messner
2. Peter Tannen
3. Nan McGuire
4. Laurene Bolet
5. Melissa Fafarman
6. David Ruettiger

The Members selected delegates and alternates to denominational assemblies on March 22. 

4



District Assembly 2015 - Saturday, April 25

 

WALKING A FAITHFUL PATH
 
District Assembly 2015 will be at UUSF Saturday, 
April 25.
We are very excited about this year’s program!
 
We have a wonderful day planned, including two 
vibrant services organized by our worship team, Rev. 
Theresa Novak, Rev. Russ Menk, and Music Director 
Shawn Reifschneider; an innovative all-generations 
morning program; an array of dynamic and 
interesting afternoon workshops; and opportunities 
to discuss some of the current challenges and 
opportunities facing the PCD today. 
 
We will also be holding our PCD-UUA Annual 
Meeting; it’s never to early to organize your 
congregation’s delegates for this important meeting!
 
We are very grateful to UUSF for hosting our annual 
District Assembly! 
 
Join us for dynamic worship, workshops, connections, 
and celebration! 
 
Register today at http://www.pcd-uua.org/ or by 
contacting Chuck Rosene at (510) 530-1437 
or email at pcd@pcd-uua.org.

 Call for Volunteers for the PCD District Assembly!
 This is the first time in many years that UUSF has 
hosted the Pacific Central District Assembly and 
your HELP is needed to make it a success.  We will 
be hosting UU’s from across northern California 
and Hawaii.  There are 24 assignments, but each 
assignment is a discrete task of about 30 minutes, so it 
may be that one person would be willing to volunteer 
for more than one task.
 
The district assembly is a one-day event this year 
and runs from 8 AM to 6PM on Saturday, April 25. 
Volunteers are needed for the following positions:
•	 4–6 people to take turns sitting at the registration 

table (8 AM–10 AM)
•	 2–4 people to welcome people as they arrive (8 

AM–10 AM)
•	 2 or 3 people to wear “ask me!” ribbons and direct 

people to the right rooms (10:15 PM on ... Help 
get people to workshop rooms...)

•	 2 people to help set up breakfast goodies and 
coffee (caterer will provide food etc.)

•	 4 people to help clean up at the end of breakfast
•	 2 people to help set up lunch
•	 4 people to help clean up at the end of lunch (we 

may need the MLK room for a workshop after 
lunch)

•	 2–3 people to help with cleanup at the end of the 
day.

Please contact Thad Smith, chair, Denominational 
Affairs Committee if you can volunteer. He can be 
reached at 630smith@gmail.com or 510-528-8540.
 

The Pagan Interest Circle 

Saturday, April 4, 7PM, Chapel
 
We will decorate eggs and in several other ways celebrate the new life that is hatching as Spring comes in.
 
All respectful participants of any age are welcome to our clean and sober, scent-free, and animal-free gathering. 
Please bring some hard-boiled eggs, if convenient, and food to share after the ritual. You will be welcomed!
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Community Center Events 

Volunteer to be a host or usher at community events!
 
Host Guidelines:
Arrive 30 to 60 minutes before event, check in with 
Sexton in charge
Wear Volunteer name tag
Identify yourself to the Event’s logistics person 
Let them know that you’ll be available as a resource
to them to:
•	 Help direct traffic at front door
•	 Give directions to rest rooms
•	 Be aware of who and where the Sexton is
•	 Smile! Be personable and helpful 
•	 Point out UU literature racks 
•	 Observe who is reading the bulletin boards & 

invite them to attend Sunday services 
•	 Not necessary to be present for entire event.

April 2015 Events
 
March 28 Saturday
3:00p Concert: Freundschaft 
Liederkranz Choir
Sanctuary
 
April 3 Friday, Sanctuary
8:00p Concert: 
Cornell University Choir

 
April 11 Saturday
3:30p Performance:  
SF Shakespeare
Chapel 
 
April 18 Saturday
7:00p Concert: 
SF Lyric Chorus
Sanctuary
 
April 19 Sunday
5:00p Concert: 
SF Lyric Chorus
Sanctuary
 
April 25 Saturday
8:30a Pacific Central District 
UU Congregations from Northern
California meet *here* all day – come and help host 
our visitors
from the PCD!!
 
Contact: Kerry Parker
Center Facilities Director reservations@uusf.org
415-776-4580 x202
 

Humanists and Non-Theist Potluck and Discussion 

Sunday, April 5, 6PM, Chapel
 
SHAPING WORTH; Continuing the Humanist and Non-Theist Discussion of UUSF Sunday Service.
 
A great deal of effort by many talented people goes into planning our Sunday morning service. How is this 
planning done? What are the objectives of our Sunday morning assembly, the one time when most of us are 
together for a common purpose? Our Senior Minister, Rev. John Buehrens, Assistant Minister, Rev. JD Benson 
and UUSF Worship Committee Chair Alison Ritttger will join us in this discussion of the practices in our 
community of diverse backgrounds and beliefs.
 
Our potluck begins at 6PM (bring something to share if you are able). 

The discussion begins at 6:30 PM. Everyone is welcome. 
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Events for Climate Justice Month 

From World Water Day, March 22nd, to Earth Day, April 22nd, is Climate Justice Month.
 
Unitarian Universalists across the country are joining Commit2Respond (C2R), a denomination-wide campaign 
to inspire and engage people into working against climate change.  Sign up at www.commit2respond.org for 
information from the national campaign.  And check out local events for UUSF!
 
April 5 – Energy Advocacy
Stop by the Climate Action Team table to pick up an informational pamphlet on energy!  Designed specifically for 
UUSF congregants, learn the issues surrounding energy in the Bay Area and California. Support CleanPowerSF and 
the switch to renewable energies.
 
April 15 – Intro to Urban Biking Workshop – The SF Bicycle Coalition and the SF Interfaith Council present this 
workshop to educate people on the joy of biking in San Francisco. 6:30 PM
at UUSF.
 
April 17 – Sensible Cinema – Last Call at The Oasis
Jessica Yu directed and wrote the film and it features Peter Gleick, Jay Famiglietti, Erin Brockovich, and others in a 
global look at various water issues, contaminants, and Climate Change. 6:30 PM in MLK Room.
 
April 12 –  Clean Air Advocacy
Stop by the Climate Action Team table to pick up an informational pamphlet on clean air! Learn the issues around 
carbon emissions and other air quality concerns. Sign letters to protect Bay Area air and reduce greenhouse gases.
 
April 18 – Refinery Walk: Benicia to Martinez – The Bay Area has four oil refineries that, in addition to 
greenhouse gas emissions, produce toxic pollution causing health concerns for residents living near them. See these 
refineries and hear first hand from those affected. Stop by the Climate Action Team table for more information. 
 
April 19 – Food Justice Advocacy
Stop by the Climate Action Team table to pick up information on your food. How does what we eat impact climate 
change? What other justice issues are associated with food? Take action to promote food security.

Passover Seder

Friday, April 10, 6:30 PM, King Rooms 
                   
Led by John Buehrens and Maria Solis.
 
This year we celebrate Passover on the last night 
of the eight-day festival. Join us for this moving 
recollection of the Exodus, and of every liberation 
from oppression to freedom. Bring your children and 
invite your friends! 
 
We’ll provide Maria’s famed Matzo-ball soup, all 
the ceremonial foods, matzo, wine, grape juice, 
macaroons, and the non-veg entrée, roast chicken--
plus a user-friendly haggadah. You just bring a salad 

or veggie dish, plus a small contribution ($5 to $10 
per person) to cover shared costs. 
 
If you can help with set up, let us know. Otherwise, 
you’ll be expected to help with clean-up. 
 
This annual event will be a happy highlight of the 
spring! We’ll eat, sing, learn, and reflect together. Sign 
up at the table after Sunday services on April 5.
 
Info: 
Maria Solis 415-221-2575, goldiekelemen@gmail.
com. John Buehrens jbuehrens@uusf.org; 415-776-
4580, x 132. 
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Veola Lovotti Remembered
Monday, April 13, 11AM, Chapel
 
A memorial service for this much-loved and longtime church member will be in our Chapel on 
Monday, April 13 at 11AM. Please help share this information and come celebrate Veola’s life. 
 
Veola served on the Board of Trustees, Hinckley Board and was a member of many church 
committees including the Investment Committee. She was also a founding member of the GRQ 
Investment Club. Viola was Society for Community Work (SCW) President from 1992 to 1994.

Taize Singers Workshop
April 11 and April 18, 10AM - 12PM, Macondray Hall
 
Taize Singing from findhorn Scotland! Please RSVP to reserve a place: linda.heiderer@gmail.com
 

Building and Grounds
Sunday, April 12, 12:30 PM & Saturday, April 18, 9AM
 
Building and Grounds April work parties on the 2nd Sunday and 3rd Sat: Cleaning, Gardening, minor repairs. 
Help make our church home sparkle. Many thanks to the March Work party volunteers: Kathi, Donald, Dave, 
Michele. We cleaned the microwave and refrigerator, finished polishing brass door bars, cleaned windows, 
planted, weeded, raked, and worked on the sprinklers. Many thanks to John who formed his own Wednesday 
work party and polished most of the brass door bars.  Also thanks to March mini work party volunteers: Maric, 
Kathy, Trudy, John, Les, Matthew. The diseased pine tree on Starr King will be replaced in April thanks to 
Linda. The dead shrub in front will be replaced thanks to Dolores. The courtyard looks great thanks to all the 
planter adopters. April 12 Building and Grounds Mini Work Party: Join the Building and Grounds mini work 
party after services. Meet Fran Chan and Joan Rost near the courtyard to select your job and pick up tools. 
With 30 minutes or as little as 5 minutes of cleaning or gardening you can help make our church home shine.   
Saturday April 18 Building and Grounds Work party from 9 to noon. Come when you can. Stay as long as you 
can. Meet in the garage to sign in, get tools and, of course, coffee and snacks. Plenty of job choices.
 
Building and Grounds co chairs. Scott Miller and Joan Rost.

Sensible Cinema

Friday, April 17, 6:30 PM, MLK Room
 
We will be showing the 2011 film, 
Last Call at The Oasis.
 
Fresh water, the world’s most precious resource is the 
subject of this documentary bringing awareness and 
perspective to earth’s sustainability and our precarious 
future as a civilization. From California to around the 
world, we explore the earth’s dependence on water 
and debunk myths along the way.

 
Jessica Yu directed and wrote the film and it features 
Peter Gleick, Jay Famiglietti, Erin Brockovich, 
and others in a global look at various water issues, 
contaminants, and Climate Change.
 
Popcorn and other refreshments will be available. 
Free Admission donations appreciated). 

For more information please contact: 
Melvin Starks (415-539-6284) 
or Larry Danos (415-722-6480). 8



JOIN UU Animal Ministry A Walk Along Part of the Hayward Marsh 

Saturday, April 18
 
Unitarian Universalist Animal Ministry and friends like 
members of the Green Committee, organize field trips/
hikes to nearby nature areas during the year. Hiking 
holds benefits for us - being out in Nature and observing 
all the flora and fauna that populate our earth.  
On Saturday morning, April 18, we will travel to the 
East Bay Coastline to observe wildlife, especially the 
birds now nesting in that area, like the Avocets and 
Black-necked Stilts. This SF Bay natural coastline is part 
of the migratory bird stay-overs that many birds call 
their home.
 
WHO: This hike will be lead by Larry Danos, UU, 
Birder, and volunteer at the Sulphur Creek Wildlife 
Center in Hayward.  
 
WHAT:  This hike is approximately 2 miles on a partly 
paved and partly gravel, flat trail. Bring your camera, 
and/or binoculars, water, clothing for the weather, 
hiking shoes. Optional lunch together afterwards at a 
local eatery.
 
WHEN: Saturday, April 18, 10AM, at the San Lorenzo 
Trail access to the Hayward Marsh. Remember that 
RAIN cancels this hike.

 

WHERE: 2656 Grant Ave., San Lorenzo. Parking area 
near the end of Grant Ave. in San Lorenzo.  Parking 
area is next to Luisa’s Place restaurant with a sign: “San 
Lorenzo Trail.”
 
Take 880 from the City and get off on Interstate 238 
exit (right lane) and then a quick right to Washington 
Ave. Right turn onto Washington to Grant Ave. (about 
1-1/2 mi), turn right and go toward the Bay (near the 
end of Grant Ave.) about 2 miles.  Everything is marked 
with signs.
 
If you miss the 238 exit, take the next one, Lewelling 
Blvd. exit, turn right and go to Washington Ave. and 
then right on Grant (as above).  If you miss Lewelling 
take the A St. exit, turn right on A St. and call Larry.
 
UUs: If you need a ride, please RSVP to let us know.  
Meet us at 9AM on the steps of the church.  We will 
drive away promptly at 9:15 AM.
 
CONTACT:  
Larry Danos, 510-583-1757 ldanos@sbcglobal.net 
Dolores Perez Priem, 415-595-7306 or doloresmp@aol.com  

Spring Transylvanian Tea

Saturday, April 18, 3:30 PM, Starr King School for the Ministry. $25

Starr King School for the Ministry cordially invites you and your friends to our Spring Transylvanian Tea. The 
Balázs Scholars Program brings a Transylvanian Unitarian Minister to study each year at Starr King School. 
This year we feature Rev. Dr. Sándor Kovács, Spring 2015 Balázs Scholar. Rev. Dr. Sándor Kovácsis is Associate 
Professor of Church History and History of Religion, Protestant Theological Institute in Kolozsvár.
 
Speaking on “Myth and History” will be The Reverend Dr. John Buehrens.
 
To donate, make a check to Starr King with “Balázs” on the memo line and send to Starr King School, 2441 
Le Conte Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709.
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Save the Date!

Saturday, May 9, 5:30 PM, King Rooms
 
Calling All Auction Donations!
 
It’s going to be a great event, with gourmet food, silent and live auctions, and even some balloon pops.  And it’s 
a major fundraiser for our church! 
 
Can you provide an interesting event or activity to be an auction item?  Do you have a skill to share, or want to 
share your favorite restaurant in a gift certificate? Have tickets to your favorite theater or sports team, or even 
frequent flyer miles to spare?  You can donate all these and more to help the auction and our church!
 
Please contact Diane Allen or Margaret Pearce, or sign up at our table after Sunday Worship.

Coming Out Atheist

Sunday, April 19, 1PM, Chapel  - Humanists and Non-Theists Discussion
 
Unitarian Universalists, from the early days of the gay liberation movement, have been supportive of LGBT 
people as they took the risky steps necessary to come out of the closet. Due to widespread disapproval, non-
believers are often faced with similar risks when coming out as atheists. Loss of family, friends and jobs can be 
the consequence.Greta Christina will discuss her experience coming out as an atheist. She will discuss some 
specific, practical, nuts-and-bolts strategies that can be used to come out of the closet, to support each other in 
coming out, and to make the atheist community a safer place to come out into. What can atheists learn about 
coming out from the LGBT community and their decades of coming-out experience – and what can we learn 
from the important differences between coming out atheist and coming out queer?  What can we as Unitarian 
Universalists do to support atheists in their coming out journey?
 
Greta Christina is the author of several books including Coming Out Atheist: How to Do It, How to Help 
Each Other, and Why. She has been writing professionally since 1989, on topics including atheism, sexuality 
and sex-positivity, LGBT issues, politics and culture. Her writing has appeared in multiple magazines and 
newspapers, including Ms., Penthouse, Chicago Sun-Times, On Our Backs, and Skeptical Inquirer. She blogs 
at Greta Christina’s Blog and is a regular contributor to AlterNet, Salon, The Humanist, and Free Inquiry. You 
can follow her on Twitter at @GretaChristina.
 
Sandwiches available for purchase and everyone is welcome.

Ocean Beach Artists Group Show

Show ends on April 26
 
Beach Artists include Ocean Beach neighborhood artists and friends including Margot Campbell Gross, Nancy 
Buffum, Joe Dellert, Julia Wald, Rene Villa and Marta Lutz.
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Society for Community Work Luncheon

Tuesday, April 21, 11:15 AM, TSK Room
 
The Society for Community Work welcomes Assistant 
Minister, The Rev. JD Benson at the SCW regular third 
Tuesday meeting.
 
Rev. Benson moderates a panel of experts from the San 
Francisco Department of Aging, focusing on issues of 
aging and the resources available to Seniors. Bring your 
questions!
 
Our business meeting begins at 11:15 AM. The mixer 

at 11:30 AM, then our lunch at 12PM. The program 
featuring Reverend JD. Benson begins at 1PM.
 
Please reserve your seat by Sunday, April 19 at 7PM at 
lesliebader1899@gmail.com or call Leslie Bader at 415-
821-1307. You can also register online here.
 
Stop by our table after Sunday Worship Services for 
more information. There is a $12 to $15 sliding scale 
and no one ever is turned away due to lack of funds. We 
hope you can join us.

New Art Committee Show!

Show: April 28 to June 8, TSK Room
Art Reception: Sunday, May 3, 12:30 PM, TSK Room
 
Natalie O. Shuttleworth, photographer and educational 
storyteller, grew up in East Tennessee, near the Great 
Smokies. She emigrated to San Francisco in 1974. She 
pursued art, photography and music as hobbies while 
earning a living in computers and software, traveling 
widely. Long a strong advocate for wilderness, wildlife,
and great music, she recently has focused on wildlife 
natural behaviors photography and related storytelling, 
emphasizing threatened and endangered species and 
challenging common myths.
 

Her 2015 photographic exhibit at UUSF features 
mammals in the wilds of North America, Kenya and 
Rwanda, including “dancing” grizzlies, wolves, elk, 
gorillas, elephants, zebras and golden monkeys.
 
The exhibit may be viewed in the Thomas Starr King 
room, from April 28 to June 8.
 
An artist’s reception is scheduled for May 3 at UUSF.  
Photos are offered for sale, to benefit UUSF, wildlife 
and wilderness.
 

 

Neighborhood Emergency Response Team (NERT) Training

April 22, 29 and May 6 Wednesdays, 8:30 AM 
to 4:30 PM
 
NERT training for church members, friends and 
neighbors to be held 3 days here at UUSF end of April!
 
WHO: Everyone!!!
WHAT: FREE Disaster Preparedness Training
WHERE: UUSF
WHEN: Wednesdays, 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM
April 22, 29 AND May 6, 2015*
 
* Note: You must attend all sessions to gain the full 
benefit of the training. New students may not join after 
the first day of training. A Certificate may be issued. 

Make ups may be approved.
 
HOW: To register visit here. Already NERT trained? to 
Recertify go here
 
WHY: So we are prepared to do what we can for each 
other. Help make SF a resilient City!
 
Visit www.sfgov.org/sffdnert for more on the
training and other class locations.
 
This training session is sponsored 
by The San Francisco Fire Department.
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All Church Retreat

Memorial Day Weekend - May 23-25

Registration for the Annual All Church Retreat is open. 
We retreat at the wonderful CYO camp in Occidental. 
The ALL CHURCH RETREAT is open to all ages. 
We’ll have workshops, worship, a talent show, games, 
hikes and time to relax and connect with friends. 
To register go to uusf.org. Questions, contact Gino 
Fortunato at 415-221-2387, Church Retreat Co-Chair 
or email at AllChurchRetreat@uusf.org.
 
The All Church Retreat is held at the beautiful (and 
accessible) Catholic Youth Organization Camp in 
Occidental, CA. The Retreat offers members and friends 
time to relax, connect, worship, play, and enjoy the 
outdoors. This event is open to all ages. Please check our 
webpage for updates and information about the 2015 
Reteat. 
 
Activities Include:
•	 Workshops for all ages
•	 Hike in the woods
•	 Swim in the pool
•	 Play Games

•	 Make Art
•	 Relax and enjoy a conversation
•	 Talent Show
•	 Choir and Music
•	 Campfire
•	 Worship

The CYO Camp in Occidental offers cabins with 
electricity and heat for up to 12 people, 6 in upper 
bunks. Participants are welcome to put together a group 
to share a cabin, or simply choose a cabin at check-
in. We may designate some cabins, such as teens only, 
adults only, people who snore, etc. Two cabins offer 
accommodations for people with special needs. The 
common gathering area and dining space is accessible 
via an outside ramp. Workshops will be offered for both 
adults and children, but there will be lots of free time 
and no “required” activities.
 
Registration fee includes lodging for Saturday and 
Sunday night and 6 meals, from Saturday lunch through 
Monday breakfast. It is possible to make arrangements 
for Friday evening lodging for an additional fee, but no 
meals are available.

Living by Heart  - A Spiritual Practice

Tuesday, April 14, 7PM, Chapel
 
Living by Heart  - A Spiritual Practice with John 
Buehrens.
“If you don’t have a personal spiritual practice, you’ll dry 
up and blow away.” Harry Scholefield once said that. He 
was the Minister here for 18 years. He died in 2003. 
 
Those who would like to begin the practice will be 
provided with a workbook for $15. Pairing with a 

practice partner will be offered and arranged, for mutual 
encouragement about once a week. The full group will 
then meet once a month, exploring how the practice can 
be unfolded and made more deeply personal over a whole 
year.
  
If you are at all inclined to develop a spiritual practice 
specifically designed for UUs and others like us – in all 
our skepticism, individuality, and need – then I hope 
that you’ll join us.

Bike To Worship 

Sunday, May 31, 2015

Join this year’s UUSF Bike to Worship Team. Visit “Bike to Worship” @ www.uusf.org to register. All are welcome!
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Rev. Alyson Jacks, Associate Minister

Spring is my favorite time to ride my bicycle. The heavy and heavenly perfume of night jasmine floats through the 
air, the blossoms of the plum and cherry trees, like giant cotton candy plumes on sticks, line the streets, the ever-
present choir of birds singing spring’s song, all make bike riding a joy. 
 
As the grip of California’s drought grows tighter, this marvel of spring feels more precious and precarious. I recently 
read a colleague’s Facebook post sharing a conversation she had with her thirteen-year-old son. She described his 
anger and anxiety about global warming and his feelings of powerless to change it. She did her best to reassure him, 
holding up her faith in God and humanity to turn things around. 
 
I’m with her, let’s turn this thing around. Between March 22 (World Water Day) and April 22 (Earth Day) 
Unitarian Universalists from around the country – and the world – are participating in the Commit2Respond 
Campaign, part of a wider Climate Justice movement, sponsored by a number of Unitarian Universalist groups and 
associations. 
 
You are invited to join the effort. Members of our Green Committee want to engage you in a sustained practice of 
reflection and action. They have a host of activities planned, many of them family friendly. Please visit the Green 
Committee table after Sunday Services and get engaged.
 
Our precious environment is also on the minds of our Rites of Passage class. On Sunday, April 12, we’ll hold our 
“Big Questions” Rites of Passage worship service. Our 12 theologians have lined up a series of great questions for the 
ministers. I won’t reveal the queries, but, like the poet, Mary Oliver, they are thinking about this one precious life 
we’ve been given. And they want answers. We will do our best to guide them. 
 
I have faith that, together, we’ll find a way to respond.

Rev. JD Benson, Assistant Minister

A part of. A part from. What brings us into relationship more intimately? It’s easy to say “step forward, step up 
beyond one’s natural comfort level”. But it lacks appeal for some of us, partly I think because we don’t recognize 
what we each really have to give of ourselves that is sorely needed; and partly because those of us who are a bit (or a 
great deal) introverted have a particularly hard time stepping in. It’s just not our usual way. 
 
But did we come to church to stay the same in that way? Didn’t we come to grow our hearts, our compassion, our 
joy?
 
Jack was an older-middle aged fellow who was a bit of an introvert socially. He could be outgoing in work situations 
which demanded that of him, but in social situations, not so much. Church is a funny mix of things: it’s social but 
so not club or party social. There’s work to be done, but not as in a job. Church is a place where we are to do our 
own deep reflection work as individuals and as a community.   
  
We want to be effective as individuals and as a community in making the world a better place. Paradoxically there 
are multiple opportunities right here in our church community to change people’s lives, to change our own.
 
A church community that cares for itself and one another, practices with one another tender attention, is much 
better situated to help the world beyond its doors.
 

13



Church is a place to stretch. 
 
Jack stretched. He volunteered to listen to someone once a week in a listening ministry. He was one of a very few 
men in this ministry and entered only on the urging of his minister. “Challenge yourself,” she’d said. Two years later 
Jack was glad he had. 
 
He’d been visiting Al for nearly two years. He’d not thought he could begin that first visit let alone stick with it. But 
a bit of time and, yes, a sense at first of self-sacrifice gave way to something else.  Jack began to feel the connection. 
 
Jack began to see himself and what sharing his simple presence could mean to another. He came to know another 
side of himself. It helped him feel more a part of his church community by serving in this way.  Most of Jack’s life 
didn’t appear different on the outside. He still kept to himself quite a bit and was content with that.  
 
Was Al changed by this? He felt different, that’s for sure, cared for. It was Jack who was changed most, it seemed to 
him, transformed on the inside. Truth is, people noticed Jack seemed a bit softer too, a bit more at ease.  
 
And that’s what heart service in a church context can do for you,
for those who serve.  



Cindy Pincus, Intern Minister

“When I was in my early 20s I spent a summer at Duke Marine Lab in Beaufort, North Carolina studying the 
circadian rhythms of sand fleas. I would trap the little creatures overnight in a tupperware bin set into a hole in the 
sand and collect them in the morning before the sun came up.  We would watch these sand fleas in the laboratory 
over the next few days and match up their activity with the rhythms of the sun and moon. After a few days of being 
in the lab, the sand fleas would lose their circadian rhythms and we would put them back on the beaches to return 
to the tides and sand.
 
My time at UUSF has been like my summer in Beaufort.  We have designed experiments together, we have met 
new and unexpected creatures, we have been witness to each other’s rhythms, and we have aligned our lives with the 
moving of the planets, sun, and moon.  And now it is time to draw my experimental internship classroom to a close.  
I will be concluding my time at UUSF in May and seeking new learning opportunities at other internship sites.
 
Of the many things we tried in our UU lab, Church After Dark was a wonderful eight week experiment filled with 
sweet music, bread, and honey. We served those in our congregation who needed a place to worship in the evening. 
And now, like the sand fleas returned to the beach, we have drawn this experiment to a close in gratitude for what 
we have learned.
 
Since my remaining time is limited, my learning needs will best be served by attending our finance groups, teaching 
an art class for our Religious Education program, and a few other select events hosted by our congregation. I will not 
be returning to Sunday morning worship, and I know our incredibly thoughtful and talented worship associates will 
bring much beauty and life to our Chancel on Sunday mornings.
 
I look forward to what may arrive in all of our sandy tupperware bins as the tides come in and retreat. There are 
many experiments in our futures and many opportunities for wonder, curiosity, and growth. I thank you all for 
being my fellow Scientists of the Spirit in our congregation’s many laboratories, and I know that much goodness lies 
ahead for us all.” 
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Dr. Mark Sumner, Choir Director

I’m Conducting Carmina Burana danced by Smuin Ballet!
 
Please come see it! April 11 at 7:30 PM at the Berkeley Community Theatre.
 
David Jones, Lucy Smith, Eric Langhirt, Jiun-Chyi Yew and others from our community are also involved.
 
It’s by far the biggest thing I’ve ever done and I would love to see you there. Besides having the Smuin Ballet 
dancing this most popular music, soloists are Shawnette Sulker, Brian Staufenbiel and Tony Award-winning Eugene 
Brancoveanu (for Baz Luhrmann’s La Boheme). The chorus will also include members of the Santa Barbara Choral 
Society who will also grace our service the following morning!
 
Tickets can be secured here or from any of us involved. It’s a big venue and will seat everyone I’ve ever known even 
though we’ve sold out our top tier seats! Do please come and let me know if there’s a chance we can do this at church!

Stephanie Gowin, Board of Trustees Moderator

There’s lots of activity between now and the end of our 
church year, so I’m going to start off by throwing out 
a few key dates with the hope that you’ll mark your 
calendars:
 
April 13, 7PM – Board Budget Review Meeting
The Board always schedules an extra meeting in April 
to review the budget that the Finance Committee and 
Executive Team recommend. We use the entire meeting 
time to discuss the budget, but the Board does not vote 
on it. As with all of our Board meetings, this meeting is 
open to all members.
 
April 21, 7PM – Regular Board Meeting
During our regular Board meeting, the Board will vote 
to approve the budget for its next step, which is the 
congregational vote. We also use this meeting to handle 
our regularly scheduled Board business. Again, all regular 
Board meetings are open to members.
 
May 17 after the service – Budget Town Hall Meeting
If you’re curious about the budget that the Board agreed 
to present to the congregation, then please attend the 
Budget Town Hall on 5/17. This is your opportunity 
see a budget-process presentation, review the proposed 
budget, ask questions, and offer feedback.
 
June 7 after the service – Congregational Budget 
Voting Meeting
This is when we hold our Congregational budget voting 
meeting.  Join Board Treasurer Marc Theobald as he 

leads a presentation and discussion about the budget. If 
all goes well, the congregation will then vote to adopt 
the budget.
 
June 14 - Annual Meeting and Celebration
What have we accomplished, and what’s in store for the 
2015-2016 church year? What unsung hero will receive 
the Ann Dillon award? What else don’t we know about 
May Treat Morrison?  Find out during our Annual 
Meeting and Celebration when we wrap up one year 
and look forward to the next. We will also discuss and 
vote on a bylaw amendment to create a Committee on 
Ministry.  
 
While we’re on the subject of meetings, thank you so 
much for attending the Strategic Planning Town Hall, 
where we discussed actions around the following focus 
areas:
•	 Community and Common Purpose
•	 Finances
•	 Programming
•	 Outreach
•	 Leadership

If you couldn’t attend, or if you’d like to review the 
presentation, you can find the slide deck at uusf.org.
 
Our March, 2015 Board Strategic Planning Spreadsheet, 
which we update constantly and use to inform our plans, 
is posted as part of our Board packet, which you’ll find 
posted at uusf.org.
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Molly Johnson, Young Adult Chordinator
Young Adult News!!!

Individuals ages 18-39 with an interest in Unitarian 
Universalism are invited to join the growing Young 
Adult Group. Our email list is now over 90 subscribers! 
Last month, UU young adults went hiking in Redwood 
Regional Park and had a special lunch with the minister. 
Read on for the fun events happening this month!
 
April Young Adult Group Events Calendar:
 
- Bowling Outing at Yerba Buena
SAT. APRIL 4 @ 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM
Yerba Buena Bowling Center
750 Folsom Street, SF
Bring $10 for lane, $4.50 for shoe rental
 
By popular request, the members of the Young Adult 
Group are heading to Yerba Buena for a fun night of 
bowling! 
 
- Young Adult Group Planning Meeting
SUN. APRIL 12 @ 7 PM - 8:30 PM
Virtually on Google Hangout
 
This group is nothing without our members stepping 
up into leadership! Meet us via videochat to participate 
in planning our activities or just to find out what is 
happening. All individuals ages 18-39 with an interest in 
our UUSF group are welcome. RSVP by emailing Molly 
at youngadults@uusf.org to receive a link. You must have 
a device capable of participating in Google Hangout 
(computer is best) and some kind of headphones 

(headset mic preferred).
 
- All Ages Game and Puzzle Night
THURS. APRIL 16 (3rd Thursdays of every month)
@ 5 PM - 7:30 PM in the Kincaid Room.
 
Please notice the earlier time! We’ll be building 
multigenerational connections through play. Bring your 
playful spirit and your favorite card games, board games, 
party games, and small puzzles to share. You can also 
bring your dinner if you want. Stop in at any time!
 
- Monthly Young Adult Lunch
SUN. APRIL 26 (4th Sundays of every month)
Leave together @ 12:30 PM from Coffee Hour
 
Look for our colorful banner at Coffee Hour! There we 
decide as a group where to get lunch together walking 
distance from the church. If the weather is nice, we like 
to swing by Whole Foods and have a picnic at Lafayette 
Park. All individuals ages 18-39 are welcome to join us.
 
Did you know that you can easily sign up for our 
newsletter right on Young Adult Group page on the 
UUSF website? Or if you would rather, find us on 
facebook (UUSF Young Adult Group) and follow
us on Twitter (UUSFyoungadults)
 
Thank you for your part in making UUSF a great 
spiritual home for young adults. If you have suggestions 
or questions, feel welcome to send me an email at 
youngadults@uusf.org. 

Traffic Advisory - Van Ness Avenue closed to traffic for Tunnel Construction!

3 Full 72 hour Weekend Closures April 10, April 24
and Sept 5, 2015
 
Construction Schedule
Apr 6–9, 2015
Partial Closure (11PM-6AM)

Apr 10–12, 2015
Full Closure #1 (72-hours)
Apr 24–26, 2015

Full Closure #2 (72-hours)
Apr–Aug 2015

Off-Street Construction (4-months)
No impact on Van Ness Ave.; full access

Sep 05–07, 2015
Full Closure #3 (72-hours)

Traffic will be diverted to Franklin St. between Turk and 
Bush Streets. 
 
MOST lanes will be used to move traffic so there will be 
VERY LIMITED STREET parking for church.
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JOIN UU Animal Ministry  
A Walk Along Part of the Hayward Marsh  !

SATURDAY, April 18, 2015 
  !
Unitarian Universalist Animal Ministry and friends like members of the Green Committee, 

organize field trips/hikes to nearby nature 
areas during the year. Hiking holds benefits for 
us - being out in Nature and observing all the 
flora and fauna that populate our earth.   !
On Saturday morning, April 18, we will travel to 
the East Bay Coastline to observe wildlife, 
especially the birds now nesting in that area, 
like the Avocets and Black-necked Stilts.  This 
SF Bay natural coastline is part of the 
migratory bird stay-overs that many birds call 
their home. !!!

WHO: This hike will be lead by Larry Danos, UU, Birder, and volunteer at the Sulphur Creek 
Wildlife Center in Hayward.   !
WHAT:  This hike is approximately 2 miles on a partly paved and partly gravel, flat trail.   
Bring your camera, and/or binoculars, water, clothing for the weather, hiking shoes. 
Optional lunch together afterwards at a local eatery. !
WHEN: Saturday, April 18, 10:00 am, at the San Lorenzo Trail access to the Hayward Marsh. 
Remember that RAIN cancels this hike. 
  
WHERE:    2656 Grant Ave., San Lorenzo.  Parking area near the end of Grant Ave. in San 
Lorenzo.  Parking area is next to Luisa’s Place restaurant with a sign: “San Lorenzo Trail.” !
Take 880 from the City and get off on Interstate 238 exit (right lane) and then a quick right to 
Washington Ave.  Right turn onto Washington to Grant Ave. (about 1-1/2 mi), turn right and go 
toward the Bay (near the end of Grant Ave.) about 2 miles.  Everything is marked with signs. !
If you miss the 238 exit, take the next one, Lewelling Blvd. exit, turn right and go to 
Washington Ave. and then right on Grant (as above).  If you miss Lewelling take the A St. exit, 
turn right on A St. and call Larry. 
  
UUs: If you need a ride, please RSVP to let us know.  Meet us at 9:00 on the steps of the 
church.  We will drive away promptly at 9:15 AM. !
  
CONTACT:  Larry Danos, 510-583-1757 or ldanos@sbcglobal.net   
              or   Dolores Perez Priem, 415-595-7306 or doloresmp@aol.com  
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Join this year’s UUSF Bike to Worship Team.  Visit “Bike 
to Worship” @ www.uusf.org to register.  All are welcome!


