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Practicing Connection

When the Worship Associates chose as our theme for February, “Practicing Connection,” I immediately thought of E. M. Forster’s 
imperative, “Only connect!” from his great novel, “Howard’s End”.
 
If only it were that easy. Truly connecting with other human beings, like almost anything else of importance in life, takes practice. 
Something akin to spiritual discipline. 
 
All too often, said the great Jewish humanist, Martin Buber, instead of truly connecting, we “mis-meet.” Only rarely do we meet with that 
sort of deep I-Thou connection which is so real and transforming that, said Buber, somehow the Eternal Thou is also present.
 
He explained this by using a memorable metaphor. True human meeting occurs, said Buber, only along a high narrow ridge – on the high 
ground thrown up by the collision of two tectonic plates in every human encounter – the forces of our individual emotional subjectivity, 
and those of our shared human search for the rational and objective. 
 
Too often we enter conversations or meetings operating too much from one or the other. Either we slide into the abyss of our own 
subjective emotions and experiences, so that we can’t really hear or appreciate those of the person or persons before us. Or else we pretend 
to already be in possession of the rational, objective, and incontrovertible truth needed all by ourselves – in which case we fall into 
another chasm, and can’t hear, or be changed by other perspectives.
 
One purpose of a diverse religious community is to help us all in practicing connection, meeting on the high but slippery ground of our 
shared aspiration to be fully human, alive and connected with all that is real. 
 
One reality we can’t long do without is a revivifying connection to beauty. So that will be my theme on Sunday, Feb. 14, Valentine’s Day. 
Eros, as the ancients knew, is a divine force. One not within our complete control (that’s one definition of the divine), but one which, 
when rightly understood and followed, can fuel our spiritual connection to all of life. 
 
The Unitarian philosopher Charles Hartshorne argued that the Divine does not work by coercion; only by persuasion, “and the lure is 
beauty.” Interestingly, he also argued that every “actual entity,” from the sub-atomic to the human to the cosmic, oscillates between two 
poles. There are a range of ideal ends or possibilities. Then there is our adaptation to actual reality. 
 
Hartshorne was both a scientist and a theologian. He wrote an almost definitive study of why birds sing – not just to find mates or mark 
territory, he concluded; but also, especially in the “dawn chorus,” just for the sheer joy of singing. 
 
On February 21 we will have a special guest in our pulpit, lest we forget our connection to a wider world of diverse voices in Unitarian 
Universalism. And on Feb. 28 I will finish our reflections on connection by drawing on the insights of the late California Unitarian, 
Malvina Reynolds, about how the soul within each of us is made up of meaningful connections. 
 
Invite a friend to join you at church this month. We need the whole congregation to be our membership development team. Practice 
connection!
 
Yours in shared ministry,
John Buehrens  

Rev. John A. Buehrens, Senior Minister

jbuehrens@uusf.org or 415-776-4580 x132



February Worship Services

Sunday, February 7, 2016
 
PRACTICING CONNECTION
 
Rev. John Buehrens, preaching
 
Many of us, including your Sr. Minister, are actually introverts. We have to be intentional about making a real connection with other 
people. Those who are natural extroverts sometimes need to be intentional about just listening. This is how the web of community is 
woven, in diversity. The Choir will grace our service with some music both traditional and contemporary, including “Seasons of Love,” 
from “Rent”. Milo Hanke will serve as Worship Associate and offer a reflection. 
 
Sunday, February 14, 2016
 
CONNECTING TO BEAUTY
 
Rev. John Buehrens, preaching
 
On Valentine’s Day we will ponder eros – not just as sexual attraction – but as the divine energy that connects us to the beauty 
all around us. Those who are lonely, or depressed, or feel spiritually starved (and that is all of us at times) often need to practice 
connecting to beauty. The Choir will help us with John Rutter’s great anthem, “For the Beauty of the Earth,” and the Healey Willan 
motet, “I beheld her beautiful as a dove.” Alison Rittger will serve as Worship Associate.  
 
Sunday, February 21, 2016
 
ALIENATION AND RECONNECTION
 
The Rev. Dr. Jay Atkinson, preaching
 
Alienation, said theologian Paul Tillich, is inherent in the human condition. We live alienated from ourselves, from others, and from 
the very ground of our being. How then do we reconnect? Preaching for us will be a scientist turned minister, now retired from 
active ministry but still serving as a research scholar at Starr King School for the Ministry. John Buehrens calls Jay “one of my wisest 
colleagues.” Kat Liu will serve as Worship Associate. The Coming of Age class will provide the Message for All Ages, and classical 
guitarist Giacomo Fiore and the UUSF Bell Choir the music. 
 
 
Sunday, February 28, 2016
 
THE SOUL AS INNER CONNECTION
 
Rev. John Buehrens, preaching

 
The late Malvina Reynolds, a Bay Area Unitarian activist and singer-songwriter, once wrote a prose piece she called her “Soul Book,” 
arguing that the soul is something we acquire in the course of living rather than something inherent. Whether you believe the soul 
exists or not, is inherent or acquired, we hope you’ll find your own soul expanded by the reflection offered by Ben Bear, the music of 
our Choir, and the nurture and challenge of the sermon. 

Sunday, February 7, 14, 21, 28 at  11AM, Sanctuary



February Worship Services Newcomer Orientation
 
Sunday, February 7, 12:30 PM, Murdock Room
 
New to this church? New to Unitarian Universalism? Come to this informal, interactive orientation to learn more about our church 
community and our faith tradition. Newcomer orientation is co-led by our ministerial and membership teams. Open to everyone.

Membership Hosts Needed!
 
Help host the monthly Newcomer Orientation and bi-monthly Invitation to Membership. To learn more about hosting, contact Rev. 
Jacks at ajacks@uusf.org. Time commitment is about two hours per month. 

Membership Matters for February 2016

February 1 to March 25, 7:30 AM to 12PM, MLK Room

Recognizing that the winter rains this year are hard on the homeless, the city has opened some added shelters. But advocates for the 
homeless have also determined that many homeless people will still be on the street, unable to find space in a shelter. Inspired partly by 
the Gubbio Project at St. Boniface Church in the Tenderloin, which provides daytime shelter and “sacred sleep,” our own Alex Darr, 
Outreach Minister for the Faithful Fools, has persuaded the Ministers and the Board of UUSF to offer some limited morning respite 
space for homeless guests during the remainder of the rainy season. 
 
The intention is to provide restroom use and space to dry out or rest in the Martin Luther King Room on weekdays only, 7:30 am 
to 12 noon. There will be volunteers trained by Alex and the Gubbio Project, plus a uniformed guard. The program will begin on 
February 1, thus coinciding with the period during which first St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, and then UUSF, and then St. Mary’s 
Cathedral will be offering overnight shelter to up to 80 homeless men through the San Francisco Interfaith Council’s Winter Shelter 
program. Based on the experience of the Episcopal Church of St. John the Evangelist, in the Mission, which is doing a similar 
program, the number of people seeking morning shelter is expected to be smaller. 
 
The respite program is intended to run until March 25, just before Easter. St. Mark’s will offer space on a few days in February and 
March when UUSF is not available. Please thank the sextons and staff for “going the extra mile” in order to provide this additional 
hospitality.
 

El Niño Respite at UUSF

Friday, February 5, 6:30 PM, MLK Room

For the month of February, Black History Month, Sensible Cinema’s tribute will be an audio/visual presentation entitled: “The History 
of Soul Music, Vol. 1.”  
 
“The History of Soul Music, Vol. 1” is a collection of video clips featuring various music artists during the early years of R & B Music. 
With live commentary by our guest music historian and author, Richard Unterberger, in the “History of Soul Music” you will see a 
cross-section of various well known artists to one-shot wonders performing their hits during the period of the early sixties to the mid-
seventies.  
 
Popcorn and other refreshments will be available. Free admission but donations are appreciated.
 
For more information please contact:
Melvin Starks at mcs104@hotmail.com or Larry Danos at 415-722-6480.
 Please contact Alex Darr at begforchange@gmail.com with questions, or to volunteer in this hospitality offering.

History of Soul Music Vol. 1



Saturday, February 6, 5:30 PM, TSK Room

The fun of our annual singalong, this year February 6 (more fun than any Super Bowl party could be), begins at 5:30 and runs through 
a catered three-course dinner, games, songs and surprises past 8:30.  The choir will make an appearance, along with other tremendous 
soloists. You can purchase your tickets by contacting Carrie Steere-Salazar by email: carriess@sbcglobal.net or call the church office.
 
Judging from last year’s event, you will NOT want to miss this one!

Love is a Many-Splendored SING

Sunday, February 7, 6PM, Fireside Room

Humanist and Non-Theists Potluck and Discussion

The “irrefutable” Wikipedia identifies Humanism as a philosophical or ethical stance that emphasizes the value and agency of human 
beings, individually and collectively, and generally prefers critical thinking and evidence over acceptance of dogma or superstition.  
 
The contemporary Pachakuti Mesa tradition of Peruvian shamanism, derived from pre-Columbian times, presents a system for 
learning to work with unseen forces and energies in order to promote healing and balance—for both human and planetary healing—
through spiritual meditation. Through communion with Spirit, balance is restored by harmonizing with the ever-present spiritual 
forces and energies in our midst.
 
Fred Rabidoux will present some knowledge preserved from the Quechua culture, which has continuously inhabited the high 
mountainous regions of the South American Andes for more than 5,000 years, pre-dating the construction of the Egyptian pyramids. 
 
Experience for yourself whether or not Humanism and Shamanism are compatible in these times when science has dubbed as “God 
particles” the dark matter of the universe, “Higgs Boson, a particle that is a manifestation of a field within the Universe that can endow 
particles with mass.”
 
Potluck at 6PM, Fred’s talk at 6:30 PM
 
ABOUT FRED: Fred has been a Unitarian Universalist since 1984 when he discovered UUism at the Yarmouth Maine church. He 
moved to San Francisco in 1990, joined 1st UUSF in 1996, graduated from Starr King School for the Ministry in 2003 and was 
ordained in 2004. From 2006 to 2012 Fred served as Pastoral Care Minister at 1st UUSF.
 
In 2005, Fred began studying with don Oscar Mira Quesada, a Peruvian shaman who now lives in the US and has had a mission to 
educate Americans to the ways of the Pachakuti Mesa--a lineage incorporating teachings from the northern coastal and central Andean 
shamanic traditions.
 
He has made three pilgrimages to Peru and currently has a home-based healing practice that incorporates both that tradition and Reiki 
healing techniques.

 

“What do we do with ‘Unbelievable’ information?” with Rev. Fred Rabidoux



Sunday, February 7,14,21,28, 9:30 AM, MLK Room

Coffee, tea and a light breakfast available at 9:15 AM for a small fee.

February 7
“Black San Francisco: Our Roots, Our Struggle, Our Strength “ with Prof. Aliyah Dunn-Salahuddin. 
 
Aliyah Dunn-Salahuddin is an assistant professor of History and African-American Studies at City College of San Francisco. 
Her research is focused on the African-American experience in the Bay Area, more specifically the 1966 Uprising in Bay View 
Hunters Point sparked by the police shooting of a 15-year-old youth. Her work hopes to shed light on the continued systemic and 
institutionalized forms of oppression that exist outside the American south.
 
February 14
“Remembering the Port Chicago Disaster” with Stephanie Meckler, Park Ranger with the National Park Service.
 
Stephanie Meckler is an Interpretive Park Ranger for the Port Chicago Naval Magazine Memorial. She will speak about the Port 
Chicago Naval Weapons Station disaster of July 17, 1944 which claimed hundreds of lives of mainly African American sailors, 
and which event laid bare the ugly truth about racism in the U.S. military during World War II.  The subsequent mutiny trial and 
convictions of 50 African American sailors who refused to resume loading ammunition set the stage for the modern Civil Rights 
Movement.  Many Americans still are unfamiliar with this tragedy and legacy. This story will help us better understand the history 
behind the ongoing demands for equal justice and the Black Lives Matter movement.
 
February 21
“The American Foot and the Middle East Anthill” – Paul Larudee, Ph.D. 
 
Why is the Middle East in such chaos?  Is it the nature of the region?  Or is it intentional with the outcome exactly as planned?  If 
truth is the first casualty, deception is the gold standard, else how do we build consensus for genocide among Americans raised on a 
diet of fair play? The talk is an attempt to show how this is done. Dr. Paul Larudee is a former Ford Foundation project supervisor 
and Fulbright-Hays lecturer in Lebanon. He co-founded the Global March to Jerusalem, the Free Palestine Movement, and the Syria 
Solidarity movement and went to Syria with delegations led by Novel Peace Laureate Mairead Maguire in 2013 and 2014; and was one 
of the US observers of the Syrian presidential elections in June 2014.  
 
February 28
“The Half Has Never Been Told: Slavery and the Making of American Capitalism” by Edward E. Baptist. 

Rev. John Buehrens will lead this discussion. This fascinating book is a filled with facts and first-hand true stories that provide 
meticulous, extensive and comprehensive evidence that capitalism and the wealth it created was absolutely dependent on the forced 
labor of Africans and African-Americans, downplaying present day culturalist arguments for Western prosperity (the “American 
exceptionalism” jingoist rhetoric) for U.S. economic dominance in the world. For sure, it’s not what we were taught in our high 
school or college history classes!  Rev. Buehrens will provide his insights into the historical background during which this cultural and 
economic phenomenon took place over the past two centuries.

Sunday Forum

“Wondering about the Year of the Monkey? What’s all the hoopla?” 

his Chinese Lunar New Year is bound to have good luck, according to this animal symbol. Come by the Kings Art Gallery show 
“Mural Art from Children’s Workshops” on Feb. 7 from 12:15 to 1 pm to celebrate by making a “Good Luck Card” of the monkey, as 
designed by curator Andrei Glase.
 
Andrei is curator in charge of Children’s Multicultural Museum, a volunteer-run traditional arts program which serves kids in the 
Tenderloin, Chinatown, and Civic Center areas which have the highest populations of deserving children in the city. The Museum 
began in 1986 when a group of art advocates from UUSF got together to create it!

Upcoming Art Show in March!

The artwork of Rev. Margot Campbell Gross, Minister Emerita. 
Reception on Sunday, March 6, 12:30 PM to 2:30 PM, King Rooms 

 

Kings Gallery



Living by Heart - A Meditation Practice for UUs
 
Saturdays, 10AM to 12PM, Kincaid Room
February 13, March 12, April 9, May 14 and June 11
 
 New UU: An Introduction for New and Prospective Members
 
12:45 PM to 2:30 PM
Sunday, March 20
 
The Minister’s Book Club

•	 March 9: The Season of the Witch, by David Talbot. On Wed., March 9 at 7PM, in the Chapel. San Franciscans who were here in 
any part of the period, 1967 to 1987, are especially invited.

•	
•	 April 6: The Spiritual Journal of Henry David Thoreau, by Malcolm Clemens Young. Wed., April 6, 7PM in the Chapel. The 

author, now Dean of Grace Cathedral, will be present for a dialogue. 
 

Adult Religious Education Classes

Sunday, February 14, 12:30 PM, Gallery
 
Your Valentine to our church home can be five to 30 minutes of cleaning or gardening. Together we can make our church sparkle. 
Meet Fran Chan and Joan Rost by the door to the courtyard to sign in, choose your job, and pick up supplies. Trash pick up, finger 
mark removal, weeding, brass cleaning are some of the choices.
 
Planter Adopters: supplies and tools will be available before and after services so that you can tend your plants.
 
No Saturday work party is scheduled for February.

Join the Building and Grounds mini work party after services on February 14th.

The Society for Community Work 3rd Tuesday of the month Luncheon.
 
Tuesday, February 16, TSK Room
 
Mixer 11:30, Lunch Noon, followed by program.
 
Reserve by 7PM Sunday, February 14
 
Contact lesliebader1899@gmail.com or call Leslie Bader at 415-821-1307.
 
$10 to $15 Sliding Scale, No one turned away due to lack of funds.

“Hearts, Flowers & Poetry” with Karen Melander-Magoon

Wednesday, February 17, 12:30 PM, Fireside Room
 
Jan Oringer & JD Benson will be leading a Caregiver drop-in support. Our first gathering will be Wednesday, February 17, and we 
will meet each third Wednesday from 12:30 to 2PM. 

Pastoral Care Notes



Adult Religious Education Classes

Join the Building and Grounds mini work party after services on February 14th.

“Hearts, Flowers & Poetry” with Karen Melander-Magoon

Pastoral Care Notes

Full Moon Service
 
Saturday, February 20, 7PM, Chapel
 
As the hours of sunlight increase and the soil warms, the seeds of new growth are stirring. To express gratitude to Mother Earth and 
to nurture your own growth, come gather with the Pagan Interest Circle on Saturday evening, February 20. Help us create beauty, 
silence, chanting, laughter, movement, and welcome.
 
We will meet in the Chapel at 7PM. All respectful participants are welcome in our clean and sober, scent- and animal-free circle.

Pagan Interest Circle

Luncheon followed by a lecture. 
 
 
“In Darwin’s Footsteps: How the Galápagos Islands Revolutionized His Thinking” by Dr. Frank Sulloway of UC Berkeley.
 
Sunday, February 21, 12:30 PM, TSK Room
 
This lecture tells the untold story about Charles Darwin and his famous Galapagos visit, and how this visit set in motion one of the 
greatest revolutions in Western thought. The usual account found in biology textbooks is that Darwin arrived in the Galapagos Islands 
in September 1835 and, soon after seeing the remarkable animals and plants of this volcanic archipelago, was converted to the theory 
of evolution. This account is a myth and obscures a far more interesting story about the difficulty that even the most brilliant thinkers 
have in abandoning one way of understanding the world in favor of another.
 
The luncheon is $7 and the lecture is free. If you want to forego the luncheon but hear the lecture, it will begin at 1PM. Everyone is 
welcome.

Our Fifth Darwin Day Celebration!

Long time member Dick Castile passed away New Year’s Eve at the age of 84. 
His memorial will take place Sunday, February 28 in the Sanctuary at 1PM 
followed by a reception in the King Rooms from 2:30 PM to 5:30 PM. He is 
missed, and so many remember him with love and appreciation. 
 
Questions? Please contact the church office at 415-776-4580.

 

Memorial Service for Dick Castile

The Directory is coming very soon! We are working hard to make this members and friends photo directory very sepcial. Due to late 
2015 production issues the directory is slated to be released in early March 2016. 
 
We apologize for the delay and if you have any questions please contact the church’s communications manager, Jonathan Silk at 
jsilk@uusf.org.  

Photo Directory Coming In March!



A letter to All Members and friends of the UUSF! 
 
We are members of the Committee on Ministry and would like to meet you! 
 
The Committee on Ministry works to keep the ministers advised of general 
conditions within the Society as they affect relations between the ministers 
and membership, with the purpose of strengthening and improving that 
relationship. 
 
If you would like to talk to one of us about any congregational activities, or if 
you have suggestions or questions, please contact one of us. We will listen to 
your ideas and/or concerns and will find the answer to any question you may 
have about our overall environment. 
 
Our goal is to be a support for our ministers and members that will benefit our 
congregational life. 
 
We look forward to meeting you.
 
Committee on Ministry:
 
Jonah Berquist is a lifelong Unitarian Universalist, the son of a UU minister, and a friend of the Faithful Fools. He moved to San 
Francisco last fall and joined the church this spring. He’s often found congregating with other young adults after Sunday services.
 
Ryan Floyd grew up outside of Baltimore and moved to San Francisco six years ago. He joined UUSF in 2013 and likes playing the 
piano and cooking.

Shirley Gibson is a life-long UU, child of a UU minister, and a member here since 1995. She has served as Moderator on the Board of 
Trustees, taught Sunday school, and worked on a variety of committees. Shirley is a managing attorney with Legal Aid Society of San 
Mateo County.
 
Dolores Perez Priem has been a member since 1992, involved with social justice issues on the welfare and rights of all living creatures 
and the natural environment. Her interests include bringing our Unitarian Universalist values into the larger community; and 
encouraging new generations to join in contributing their spirit and energy to our educational and advocacy efforts.
 
David Pruden grew up near Albany, N.Y. and attended the Unitarian church there as a child. He has lived in San Francisco for eight 
years after moving from Vermont. He  joined UUSF in 2013. David and his husband, Vincent Jen, are active with the Guardian 
Group and attend services regularly. He has a degree in Fine Arts, and works as a “Business Intelligence Engineer” for Rodan + Fields 
Dermatologists. In his spare time he enjoys photography and is learning Chinese.

Introducing the Committee on Ministry

Due by March 11
 
The Society for Community Work (SCW) announces the opening of its annual scholarship application period. The deadline for 
submitting all materials is FRIDAY, MARCH 11, 2016. 
 
Once again, SCW welcomes and encourages applications from UUSF members and their families who wish to begin or continue their 
undergraduate education at a 2 or 4-year undergraduate institution, or to attend a technical training program.
 
Application information and on-line applications can be found on SCW’s website located at www.uusf.org under the Community tab 
and choose Friends/Affiliations.

 

Society for Community Work Scholarships



Introducing the Committee on Ministry

Society for Community Work Scholarships

President Obama just reinstated a law that allows you to make a tax-free gift to us from your IRA known as the IRA charitable rollover. 
If you are 70½ or older, you can give up to $100,000 directly from your IRA to charities. The transfer generates neither taxable 
income nor a tax deduction, so you still benefit even if you do not itemize your tax deductions. Please Consult your tax professional 
for further information.

A special way to give in 2016 for members 70½ years and older.

Hinckley Scholarship Program
 
Due by March 31
 
That is, the Hinckley Scholarship Committee is gearing up for its annual fertilizer campaign. We want to embody Dolly Levi’s advice 
that “Money, pardon the expression, is like manure. It’s not worth a thing unless it’s spread around, encouraging young things to grow” 
and offer scholarships to deserving graduate students. To honor Captain Hinckley’s intent, scholarships are awarded to candidates 
whose career plans are directed toward humanitarian goals. Are you or someone you know participating in a graduate program 
preparing to join one of the helping professions? Are you living or attending school in the Bay Area? Do you need financial help to 
fulfill that dream? If so, fill out the attached application form and return it to the address below by March 31.
 
Please! Let us help you! 
 
ADDRESS TO:
Hinckley Scholarship Program
c/o First Unitarian Universalist Society of S.F.
1187 Franklin St.
San Francisco, CA 94109-6893

 Please contact Communications Manager Jonathan Silk for a paper form or go online and type: http://content.uusf.org/
FirstNews/201602LINKS/Scholarship-Application-2016-2017.doc in the browser bar to download a copy. 

Hinckley Channels Levi

President Obama just reinstated a law that allows you to make a tax-free gift to us from your IRA known as the IRA charitable rollover. 
If you are 70½ or older, you can give up to $100,000 directly from your IRA to charities. The transfer generates neither taxable 
income nor a tax deduction, so you still benefit even if you do not itemize your tax deductions. Please Consult your tax professional 
for further information.

A special way to give in 2016 for members 70½ years and older.

Questions/Volunteer?
Contact Gino Fortunato @ yospike0@yahoo.com or 415-867-4195

Saturday, March 19, 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM



Rev. Alyson Jacks, Associate Minister

ajacks@uusf.org / ect. 232

“When we seek connection, we restore the world to wholeness. Our seemingly separate lives become meaningful as we discover how 
truly necessary we are to each other.”  --Margaret Wheatley
 
This month our Family Ministry program takes the connections theme to heart as we prepare to welcome our guests to the Winter 
Shelter. 
 
We’ll continue collecting toiletries and socks for our hospitality kits that will be distributed at the end of the shelter program. Our K-1 
“Creating Home” class set-up donation boxes in the gallery, and they invite you to make donations of trial-sized new or unopened 
toiletry supplies: soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, dental floss and small packets of Kleenex. Also, we are collecting 
new pairs of men’s tube socks. Connect through our toiletry drive!
 
There is an artistic cross-collaboration and social justice activity underfoot with our K-1, 2nd-3rd and 4th-5th-grade students. 
Together, they will make Valentine and well-wishing cards for our shelter guests. The Valentine cards will be given out on Valentine’s 
Day, and the well-wishing cards will go in our Hospitality kits. Connect through art!
 
And mark your calendars for the upcoming annual All Church BBQ and Family Overnight on Saturday, March 19 through 20, 
sponsored by the Family Ministry Committee. All church members and friends are invited to the potluck BBQ on March 19, and 
families are invited to spend the night. Fliers will soon be available. Connect over a grilled veggie hot dog, serving up some potato 
salad or drizzling hot fudge on your ice cream sundae! 
 
Still looking to connect? Join a Hospitality Team for our monthly Newcomer Orientations and bi-monthly Invitation to Membership. 
Help visitors and new members deepen their connections to our growing church community. Be a connector! Email me at ajacks@
uusf.org to learn more.
 
Whatever you choose - social justice, family ministry, hospitality, pastoral care, music, buildings and grounds, serving on the board - 
stay connected.   
 
We are better together when it comes to healing the world.

Seeking Connection

Rev. JD Benson, Assistant Minister

jdbenson@uusf.org / ect. 162

Human Rights/Civil Rights: Anti-racism efforts are a priority!
 
As you read this, a group of us will have gone through the orientation process for the Beloved Conversations anti-racism program 
developed at our Unitarian Universalist seminary, Meadville-Lombard. This Chicago-based seminary has devoted much time and 
many resources to developing the original and now the revised version of the 16-hour experiential curriculum. 
 
At this writing, the 10 church member team includes Daniel Jackaway, Alessandro Gagliardi, Melissa Fafarman, Lori Lai, Dolores 
Priem, Rochelle Fortier Nwadibia, Mary Jane Mikuriya, Gordon Sharafinski, Tim Pori, and Mari Magaloni. I am most fortunate to be 
co-facilitating the process with church member Kat Liu. 
 
What is Beloved Conversations? We’ve been talking about it for some time now and getting more and more clarity for ourselves as we 
progress. You can go to the website--just search “Beloved Conversations Curriculum”-- and learn the overview of what the curriculum 
developers aims for our congregations to learn, to gain, to give as a result of this process. Kat and I will update you with our experience 
as we begin our group sessions in the coming month. 
 
For now, know that each person has stories of racist incidents in which we have been involved—as targets, as aggressors, as observers 
taking or not taking a stand—that we will share with one another, creating a safe and supportive atmosphere for deep sharing. The 
potential to heal our own wounds, in some measure, and hold with love others in the group as they move forward in their own 

Human Rights/Civil Rights

Continued on next page



Seeking Connection

Human Rights/Civil Rights

healing, is great. We will also learn how we may be continuing, inadvertently but nevertheless in real ways, to live out the 
legacy of racism and ways to shift our thinking, our words and our actions (I only half-joked in a sermon some weeks ago 
about setting a goal to end racism in 10 years. Only half…) to break the cycle.
 
Our justice efforts at UUSF are reorganized and, most importantly, focused so we can increase our impact, our effectiveness 
in making real and sustainable change. With three areas of focus--Climate Change, Economic Justice, Human Rights--and, 
within them, targeted education and action, we will be better situated to identify and act upon fundamental challenges to 
justice to which we have the capacity to powerfully respond. 
 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “Power without love is reckless and abusive, and love without power is sentimental and 
anemic. Power at its best is love implementing the demands of justice, and justice at its best is power correcting everything that 
stands against love.” At UUSF, we take this message to heart. With focused attention, nourished by love, we aim to make a 
difference!

Kathleen Quenneville, Moderator

moderator@uusf.org

I’m pleased to report on two positive developments:  our Society’s participation in a homeless respite pilot; and our progress in 
identifying needed improvements to our facilities.  
 
For many years, our Society has hosted a winter men’s shelter.  This year’s El Nino storms have been particularly hard on homeless 
members of our community.  So, we will not only host the men’s shelter; we will also launch a pilot homeless respite project in 
February and March in which we will open the MLK Room each weekday morning so that the homeless may warm up and dry off.  
In coordination with the Gubbio Project and St. Mark’s Church, Alex Darr will oversee trained volunteers serving as hosts.  Security 
will also be hired.  The Board of Trustees had an in-depth conversation with Alex and Rev. Buehrens at its January meeting.  Delighted 
with plans to offer hospitality while safeguarding our Center, employees and other guests, we endorsed this pilot.  This is social justice 
in action!
 
Vice Moderator Gayle Reynolds facilitated a well-attended town hall meeting on January 24, to bring members and friends up 
to date on our building improvements process and to solicit ideas for projects.  The slides are posted on the Society’s website, and 
Gayle welcomes your suggestions.  Our next step is to hire an architect to help the Board estimate the potential cost of proposed 
improvements, so that we may engage the congregation in prioritizing the projects and test the feasibility of a capital campaign next 
year.  Bids from three architects were received on January 25, and a UUSF team is now reviewing the proposals.  Following the town 
hall meeting, Rev. Buehrens and I met with members of the Family Ministry Committee to discuss their concerns regarding the space 
our Sunday school shares with our Montessori School tenant.  We will include the Committee’s proposed space improvements in the 
list of projects to be considered by the architect.   
 
We appointed members of the Society’s reconstituted Personnel Committee: Michelle Garside (chair), Scott Benbow, and Jack Darr.  
We thanked Chris Griffin for installing new Sanctuary lights in time for our Christmas Eve service, a dirty job with wonderful results.  
 
Last but not least, the Board called three important meetings:  a May 22 informational meeting concerning the 2016-17 budget, a 
June 5 voting meeting on the budget, and the annual meeting on June 12.  All of these meetings will follow our worship service, and 
formal notice will be sent closer to the meetings.

Board Notes for February 2016

Emily Wilson, Director Finance & Administration

ewilson@uusf.org / ect. 152

Effective March 31, 2016 Quarterly Pledge Statements and Year End Individual Contribution statements will be available via email.  If 
you have not already elected to receive your statements via email, or are unsure if you have made this election, please contact jwright@
uusf.org.
 
Reminder – BUDGET PLANNING FORMS FOR COMMITTEES AND PROGRAMS ARE DUE FEBRUARY 15, 2016.           
 

Cost Savings Alert!

Continued on next page



We are already working on the 2016-2017 Operating Budget. If your Committee or program is going to request funds from 
the Operating Budget in the upcoming church year, be sure to submit your Budget Planning Forms to ewilson@uusf.org no 
later than February 15, 2016.
 
Forms are available by contacting ewilson@uusf.org

Joseph Chapot, Young Adult Coordinator

youngadults@uusf.org

•	 Putting Faith and Values into Action: Creating a community where our faith and values are expressed in our actions will inspire 
many within and outside our community.

•	 Pan-Generationalism: Producing events that are for all ages will allow us to break down the age barriers that separate us and 
integrate our community more thoroughly.

•	 Working with Other UUSF Groups: Using the power of two or more organized groups, we can create bigger and more 
transformational results from our work.

 
On the last point, I am working with a number of church members, including Daniel Jackoway and Carla Crandall, Melvin Starks and 
Larry Danos to produce events over the next couple of months. Expect to hear more about those events soon.

 

This year I have three new commitments for

Senior Minister       Rev.  John Buehrens         132    jbuehrens@uusf.org
Associate Minister            Rev.  Alyson Jacks            232    ajacks@uusf.org
Assistant Minister            Rev.  JD Benson            162    jdbenson@uusf.org
Director Finance & Administration      Emily Wilson            152    ewilson @uusf.org
Center Facilities Director         Kerry E. Parker            202    reservations@uusf.org
Building Manager       Donald Johnson            272   djohnson@uusf.org
Communications Manager             Jonathan Silk            192    jsilk@uusf.org
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Music Director       Dr. Mark Sumner            252   sngwtme@gmail.com 
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