
 

 

March 4, 2015 

 

 

Robert K. Meiches, MD 

Chief Executive Officer 

Minnesota Medical Association 

1300 Godward St. NE, Suite 2500  

Minneapolis, MN  55413 

 

Re:  AMA support for Prior Authorization Legislation  

 

Dear Dr. Meiches: 

 

On behalf of the American Medical Association (AMA), and our physician and student members, I am 

writing to offer our support for House File (H.F.) 1060 and Senate File (S.F.) 934, legislation backed by 

the Minnesota Medical Association that would significantly improve prescription drug prior authorization 

processes in Minnesota.  

 

We hear regularly from physicians that prior authorization requirements are one of the most frustrating 

aspects of practicing medicine.  Prior authorization can delay patient care while demanding incredible 

amounts of physician and practice staff time.  As you know, physicians are concerned that the use of prior 

authorization is increasing, and while important steps are being taking toward automation, much more 

needs to be done.  That is why H.F. 1060 and S.F. 934 are critical.   

 

Among its many important provisions, this legislation would ease the administrative burdens placed on 

practices with new restrictions on the use of prior authorization and increases in the transparency and 

standardization of prior authorization processes.  It would improve patient protections by ensuring timely 

insurer responses, transition processes to prevent gaps in care, and medical exceptions processes so 

patients receive the most effective medication for their individual needs.  And the legislation will help 

stakeholders examine the impact of prior authorization through increased reporting requirements and the 

establishment of an advisory group to study and report on the subject.   

 

The AMA shares these legislative priorities in addressing prior authorization and would be pleased to join 

the coalition of stakeholders you have assembled to advocate for enactment.  We look forward to working 

with you, Dave Renner, and your great staff on this important issue.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Emily Carroll, JD, Senior Legislative Attorney, Advocacy Resource Center, at  

emily.carroll@ama-assn.org, or (312) 464-4967. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
James L. Madara, MD 

mailto:emily.carroll@ama-assn.org

