
Mathematics in the Modern World:  Semester Projects (Handout #1) 

Your semester projects involve the trend or topic you noticed while researching the Statistical Abstract of the 

United States.  The project involves the following components: 

(1)  A paper  (with 6 sections): 

(1) Introduction:  describe the trend or topic you have researched. 

(2) Causes:  research and discuss the possible causes of this trend or topic.  Your own speculation is 

fine, but you should include at least 2 that can be supported by references.   

(3) Implications/Consequences:  research and discuss the implications/consequences of the particular 

trend or topic.  

(4) A prediction:  what will happen in the future with regards to this topic or trend?  Does anything 

need to be done to change or influence this predicted course of events?  Use and reference some of 

the principles of prediction that we have discussed from The Signal and the Noise this semester. 

(5) Personal reflection:  include your own thoughts and reflections on what you have just researched 

and written.   

(6) Works cited:  list the sources you used to obtain this information.  You should use and cite at least 5. 

There are no specific length requirements.   

The body of the paper should also make use of at least two data-driven charts to convey information.  

Additionally, relating anything in your project to topics covered in class is recommended. 

(2) A presentation:  you have an option here.  You can either create a 5-10 minute (PowerPoint) presentation 

summarizing your project that you will give in class, OR you can create a 5-10 minute video essentially 

serving the same purpose as your presentation and post it to the class’s facebook page.  The purpose of 

either option is to accurately describe your topic to the audience and convince them that this topic is 

important and meaningful (this is much the same as your paper – view the presentation or video as an oral 

summarization of your paper).   

Papers will be graded on the quality, depth, and accuracy of the research and writing.  The presentations and 

videos, in turn, will be graded on how well this information is visually and orally communicated.   Part of the 

presentation/video grade will be assessed by your fellow students.   

Presentations will be given (similarly, videos will be shown) in class on Monday, July 29th (between 12:20 and 

1:20) or on Thursday, August 1st (between 8am and 9:30am).  You will have to chance to sign up for either day.  

Attendance at both of these class periods is required regardless of the day you actually present.  Papers (and, if 

applicable, videos) are due by 11:59pm by email the night before your presentation (also bring a print copy to your 

presentation).   


