
 

 

Funded PhD Scholarship: The ecology and conservation of plant-

pollinator interactions in species rich grasslands 
 

Supervisor:  Dr Dara Stanley, Botany and Plant Science, School of Natural Sciences 

 

Duration: Funded for 4 years (structured PhD programme), full-time 

 

Project description: We are seeking a highly motivated and enthusiastic student for a four year PhD 

project, supervised by Dr Dara Stanley, within Botany and Plant Science, School of Natural Sciences, at 

the National University of Ireland (NUI) Galway (www.nuigalway.ie).  

Pollinators play a critical role in ecosystems, with over 80% of flowering plants requiring some form of 

biotic pollination to reproduce. In NW Europe, pollinator diversity is largely associated with species rich 

grasslands. The rural parts of the west of Ireland (including the world famous Burren region) represent 

a stronghold for both species rich grasslands and a number of rare bee species. This PhD has the scope 

to investigate the ecology of some of these rare bee species, their role as pollinators in species rich 

grasslands, and what farmland management options are beneficial for both plant and pollinator 

diversity. It is hoped that outputs from this research will be able to feed into land management policy 

(e.g. agri-environment schemes) and support the All Ireland Pollinator Plan. This project will be based 

in NUI Galway, which is ideally placed for easy access to the Burren and surrounding areas where 

fieldwork will be carried out. 

The successful candidate will register for a Structured PhD Programme (including taught modules; 

http://www.nuigalway.ie/graduatestudies/) in Botany and Plant Science.  

Stipend:   €12,000 per annum & fees for 4 years (fees will cover European applicants only). Funded by 

the College of Science NUI Galway.  

Entry Requirements: This project is suited for applicants with a background in ecology, conservation, 

botany, zoology, environmental science or related discipline. Applicants should hold a minimum of a 

2.1 in a relevant degree programme. A full drivers license is essential.  
  

Expected start date:  October 2016 or January 2017 
 

How to apply: Please send a) a letter of introduction detailing research interests and goals, why you 

are interested in this project, and what you feel you could bring to it (max 2 pages) and b) a current CV 

indicating your qualifications, research experience and contact details of two academic/scientific 

references (max 4 pages), to Dr Stanley via email (dara.stanley@nuigalway.ie) 
 

Closing date for applications:  Review of applicants will begin on 10th September 2016 and continue 

until the position is filled. 
 

For further information please email, or see www.darastanley.wix.com/ecology  

http://www.nuigalway.ie/
http://www.darastanley.wix.com/ecology

