
	  
	  

	  
	  

The Quad Preparatory School Presents 
	  

 
BREAKING THROUGH WALLS:  

BREAKTHROUGHS IN TWICE EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION  
	  

March 7, 2015@ The Cooper Union 
Immediately Followed by 

	  
BREAKTHROUGHS:  THE SECO ND ANNUAL FOUNDERS GALA 

Benef itt ing  The Quad Preparato ry  School  
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Time-ordered Agenda:  
 
8:15-9:00 Conference Registration 

CEU Credits Registration 
Lobby 

   
9:00-10:15 KEYNOTE: Lights, Camera, Independence: Joey Travolta  
   
10:15-10:30 Break  
   
10:30-12:00 Breakout Session 1: Choice of one session-  
   
 Session 1A: Building Resilience Through Social Thinking- Debbie 

Meringolo, M.A., M.S. and Nancy Tarshis, M.A., M.S., CCC-SLP 
Great Hall 

   
 Session 1B: Breakthroughs in Twice Exceptional Education: What 

We Know About Recognition, Identification, and Programming for 
2e students- Lois Baldwin, Ed.D. 

Room B 

   
 Session 1C: Treating Anxiety in Children with Autism Spectrum 

Disorders- Lauren Moskowitz, Ph.D. and Ali Mattu, Ph.D. 
Room C 

   
 Session 1D: Improving the Capacity to Learn Through Sensory 

Motor Activities- Prudence Heisler, OTR/L and Paula McCreedy, 
ORT/L 

Room D 

   
12:00-1:00 Lunch Break  
   
1:00-2:15 Breakout Session 2: Choice of one session-  
   
 Session 2A: Your 2e Adolescent, Development and the Transition 

to Adulthood- Anne Marie Albano, Ph.D. 
Great Hall  

   
 Session 2B: Implementing Gifted Education Models and Strategies 

to Increase Success in Twice Exceptional Learners- Elissa Brown, 
Ph.D. 

Room B 

   
 Session 2C: Fostering Resilience in Kids at Risk- Jamie Howard, 

Ph.D. 
Room C 

   
 Session 2D: Special Topics in Special Education Law and 

Advocacy- Deborah E. Cooper, Esq. and Maggie Moroff, J.D., M.S. 
Room D 

   
2:15-2:30 Break  
   
2:30-3:45 Breakout Session 3: Choice of one session-  
   
 Session 3A: Overcoming Obstacles: Interventions that Work for 2e 

Students- Susan Baum, Ph.D. and Rich Weinfeld, M.A. 
Great Hall 

   
 Session 3B: Cultivating Psychosocial Skill to Support Talent 

Development- Rena F. Subotnik, Ph.D. 
Room B 

   
 Session 3C: New Directions in Understanding and Supporting 

Social Competence on the Autism Spectrum- Matthew D. Lerner, 
Room C 



Ph.D. 
   
 Session 3D: Medicines for Kids with ASD: Keys to Success- 

Melissa Nishawala, M.D. 
Room D 

   
3:45-4:00  Break  
   
4:00-5:00 KEYNOTE: From Evaluation to Inspiration- Scott Barry Kaufman, 

Ph.D. 
Great Hall 



MORNING KEYNOTE 
 
 
 

LIGHTS, CAMERA, INDEPENDENCE 
 

Joey Travolta 
Actor, Producer, Director, Screenwriter and 

Founder, Inclusion Films 
 
 
Joseph "Joey" Travolta is an American actor, producer, director and 
screenwriter.  After studying special education as an undergraduate, Joey 
began his acting career in 1979.  He has appeared on stage and television 
and in feature films.  He also has many credits as a screenwriter and 
producer and has directed several feature films and television series' during 
his long and successful career.    
Joey has also gained national acclaim for his mission of helping students 
develop self-esteem, confidence, and creativity through acting and digital 
film-making. He founded Inclusion Films, which involve individuals with 
special needs in the process of making films. The first of these, Sweet 
Sixteen, was made in 2008. In late 2009, Travolta hired filmmaker Tyler 
Norman to write and direct Inclusion's second film, "Spud". Travolta's 
students crewed the film, which premiered in 2010 and took numerous 
festival awards. Shortly thereafter, the third film "Accidents" was completed.  
He has also collaborated with a non-profit organization called HEAL, based 
in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, to form another film camp in association 
with Inclusion Films and Jacksonville-based Filmlab Productions, called the 
HEAL Film Camp with Joey Travolta.   
 
 
This presentation will incorporate the history of Inclusion Films and how the 
organization teaches life and social skills through film making. A synopsis of 
the story illustrating the work at Inclusion Films: Six individuals with 
developmental disabilities get the job experience of a lifetime when they 
are hired as crew and travel across the country to work at Joey Travolta's 
summer film camps. Their skills as film makers are tested in a series of events 
that beg the question, "What does it mean to be independent?". 



AFTERNOON KEYNOTE 
 

From Evaluation to Inspiration 
 

Scott Barry Kaufman, Ph.D. 
Author, Ungifted: Intelligence Redefined 

 
 
Severe ear infections rendered three-year-old Scott Barry Kaufman nearly deaf. 
As a result, he needed a few extra seconds to process things in real time—which 
landed him in a special education classroom. Inspired by his personal 
experience, Kaufman, now a cognitive psychologist, has made it his mission to 
debunk traditional methods of measuring intelligence. Why do we have such an 
obsessive need to compare students? Why do we insist on labeling and 
categorizing everyone? In his talks, Kaufman encourages us—and specifically 
educators, school psychologists, parents, and caregivers—to move towards a 
culture of inspiration, where we only compare people to their past and future 
selves. He argues for intelligent testing as opposed to intelligence testing: deep 
evaluation that focuses on finding out a person’s strengths and weaknesses, and 
the characteristics that make them unique. And, he advocates for thinking 
about talent and potential as moving targets—they’re not inherent qualities 
we’re both with, they’re based on our engagement with something that is 
meaningful to us. When students are inspired or activated, they come alive. 
Instead of using testing to sort gifted from ungifted students, Kaufman 
encourages audiences to take a holistic approach to evaluation that benefits all 
students. It’s time to focus on a practical approach to individual needs that 
enables students to unlock their potential and reach their goals, at school and 
beyond. 
 
Scott Barry Kaufman is scientific director of the Imagination Institute in the Positive 
Psychology Center at the University of Pennsylvania. Kaufman investigates the 
measurement and development of intelligence, creativity, and personality 
(see scientific papers). He is author of Ungifted: Intelligence Redefined and 
a forthcoming book on the science of creativity, co-authored with Carolyn 
Gregoire (Penguin, 2015). Kaufman is also host of The Psychology Podcast, co-
founder of The Creativity Post, and author of the column Beautiful Minds for 
Scientific American (see articles). Kaufman completed his doctorate in cognitive 
psychology from Yale University in 2009 and received his masters degree in 
experimental psychology from Cambridge University in 2005, where he was a 
Gates Cambridge Scholar. In the spring of 2015, he will be teaching Positive 
Psychology at the University of Pennsylvania. 



 
 
 
 
Building Resilience Through Social Thinking 
Debbie Meringolo, M.A. and Nancy Tarshis, M.A.,M.S., CCC-SLP 
Great Hall 
 
Stress in life is a given for all of us. As parents, clinicians and teachers we need to help 
children develop the tools they need to cope with stress and life’s other challenges. 
Children with social learning challenges, exceptional learning styles and/or complex 
social emotional issues often experience more than the usual everyday sorts of stress 
due to their sensory, social, communicative and emotional processing 
differences. Teaching children to be better perspective takers and better problem 
solvers will help them to be more resilient. Social thinking is one approach proven to fill 
the problem solving and perspective taking toolbox for those who need it. 
 
Breakthroughs in Twice-Exceptional Education: What Do We Know about 
Recognition, Identification, and Programming for 2e Students  
Lois Baldwin, Ed. D. 
Room B 
 
Because there has been confusion regarding the twice-exceptional student, a Twice-
Exceptional Community of Practice (2eCoP) was developed from interested individuals 
and experts, including parents, teachers, psychologists, counselors, consultants, 
medical professionals, researchers and teacher educators, representing over 25 local, 
state and national organizations.  The 2eCoP has agreed upon a definition of the twice-
exceptional individual.  The National Association for Gifted Children’s professional 
journal, Gifted Child Quarterly, will be publishing an entire issue in the fall based on this 
definition. The presenter will discuss this important new definition and its implications for 
best practices in the recognition, identification, educational programming and supports 
for these special students.  In addition, she will give examples of dual differentiation 
strategies to use in the classroom with these 2e students who are both gifted and have 
learning and social/emotional challenges.      
 
 
Treating Anxiety in Children With Autism Spectrum Disorders 
Lauren Moskowitz, Ph.D. and Ali Mattu, Ph.D. 
Room C 
 
Although there are numerous studies demonstrating successful treatment of anxiety in 
neurotypical populations, less is known about how to assess and treat anxiety in Autism 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD). This presentation will discuss how anxiety presents within ASD, 
its functional assessment, and its treatment. Interventions discussed will include 
strategies from cognitive behavioral therapy, applied behavior analysis, and positive 
behavior support. Case studies of both individuals with and without intellectual disability 
will be presented.  
 

BREAKOUT SESSION 1 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM 



 
Improving a Student's Capacity to Learn through Sensory Motor Activities 
Prudence Heisler, OTR/L and Paula McCreedy, OTR/L 
Room D 

 
Discussion of specific sensory systems impact on motor control, function, capacity, and 
learning will be given. A brief review of sensory systems will be used to illustrate how the 
child's modulation challenges affect self-regulation and learning. This presentation will 
encourage participants to explore the connection between how developing 
sensory modulation capacity affects the student's flexibility to use varied experiences to 
reach academic and social goals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your 2e Adolescent, Development and the Transition to Adulthood  
Anne Marie Albano, Ph.D. 
Great Hall 
 
The transition from adolescence to adulthood is fraught with naturally-occurring anxiety 
and mood symptoms, typically as a by-product of increasing responsibility, freedom 
and greater expectations for independent functioning.  For 2e youth, the social and 
emotional challenges of this phase may increase anxiety and stall this transition, 
resulting in greater or longer dependency on family members while falling further 
behind same-age peers in achievement of age-appropriate tasks. Certain parenting 
styles and interaction patterns emerge when kids “fail to launch” into young adulthood 
while developing anxiety.  Sometimes called “helicopter parenting”, this parental over 
involvement and over control can also hinder meeting developmental milestones, and 
is often fueled by the parents' beliefs that the adolescent is incapable of handling 
responsibilities that are “too big to fail” (e.g., college essays, interviews). The parents’ 
ongoing involvement in age-expected tasks then interferes with skill development, 
resolution or management of anxiety, and successful transition to adulthood.  Dr. 
Albano will discuss specific strategies for parents to assist their adolescents in meeting 
developmental goals, and methods for breaking the cycle of overprotection.    
 
 
 
 
 

BREAKOUT SESSION 2  1 PM - 2:15 PM 



 
Implementing Gifted Education Models & Strategies to Increase Success of 
Twice-Exceptional Learners 
Elissa Brown, Ph.D. 
Room B 
 
This session will provide an overview of selected research-based thinking models that 
have been proven effective in a variety of settings for differentiating with gifted learners 
and their applicability to twice-exceptional learners. It will engage participants in active 
learning by exploring some of the different content models employed in effective 
curriculum. Implementation insights and implications for student achievement will be 
discussed.  
 

 
Fostering Resilience in Kids at Risk 
Jamie Howard, Ph.D. 
Room c 

 
This session will review the basic science of adaptation to adversity.  
Evidence-based methods of facilitating resilience will be introduced and 
strategies that help children cope with challenge will be demonstrated.  
 
 
Special Topics in Special Education Law and Policy 
Deborah E. Cooper, Esq. and Maggie Moroff, J.D., M.S. 
 
u Deborah E. Cooper, General Counsel of The Cooke Center for Learning and 
Development, will discuss the challenges and opportunities facing private special 
education schools in NYC.  These schools serve parents dependent upon IDEA tuition 
funding.  Her presentation will focus on developments in the law relevant to 2e students.  
 
 
u   Maggie Moroff, Special Education Policy Coordinator at Advocates for Children of 
New York and Coordinator of ARISE Coalition will discuss policy implication in the 
overlap and special education and gifted and talented education in public school. 
From the point of view of an advocate working on behalf of students and families, Ms. 
Moroff will cover the legal mandate for public schools to offer opportunities for students 
who are gifted and talented and who have disabilities to participate in gifted and 
talented programming; issues around access to enrichment and accelerated programs 
for students with disabilities, and; issues that come up around ensuring on-going access 
and the delivery of special education supports for twice exceptional students once 
they've been placed in gifted and talented programs.  
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
The Five Key Needs and Resources for Outstanding Twice Exceptional 
Education, including Interventions that work to Overcome Obstacles to 
Learning 
Susan Baum, Ph.D. and Rich Weinfeld, M.A. 
Great Hall 

 
Susan Baum and Rich Weinfeld together will share their collective wisdom as pioneers 
and leaders of the national Twice Exceptional educational movement.  Dr. Baum is a 
firmly established international expert and consultant and published expert in Twice 
Exceptional Students.  Mr. Weinfeld is the former director at programs for 2E students in 
Montgomery County, MD, an author of books and articles on Twice Exceptional 
students - both are leading advocates and mentors for 2e children everywhere.  
 
 
Cultivating Psychosocial Skills to Support Talent Development 
Rena Subotnik, Ph.D. 
Room B 
 
Gifted students can face unique stressors, such as competitive environments or high 
expectations for achievement. Without the proper support and skills, they can become 
vulnerable to underachievement or other psychological problems. Recent research 
from athletics and music points to the increasing role of psychosocial strength training in 
achieving one's goals in talent domains (Subotnik, Olszewski-Kubilius, & Worrell, 2011). 
Drawing on psychological research, Subotnik will present a developmental model of 
the psychosocial issues and skills that should be the focus of parenting, programming 
and counseling as students move from potential to competency to expertise in their 
talent area.  
 
 
New Directions in Understanding and Supporting Social Competence on 
the Autism Spectrum 
Matthew D. Lerner, Ph.D. 
Room C 
 
Dr. Lerner will provide a brief history and overview of interventions designed to address 
social challenges among school-age and teenage youth with ASD. He will introduce 
the concept of “therapeutic mechanisms” in the context of these interventions, 
revealing subtle but crucial differences in various models, and using these differences as 
a way to ask questions about what types of treatments might works best for which 
individuals. Finally, he will knit these insights together via the presentation of research 
emerging from the Social Competence and Treatment Lab, which aims to advance 
evidence-based understanding and treatment of social challenges in ASD.  
 
 

BREAKOUT	  SESSION	  3	  	  2:30PM	  -‐	  3:45	  PM	  



Medicines for Kids with ASD: Keys to Success 
Melissa Nishawala, M.D. 
Room D 
 
In her presentation, Dr. Nishawala, who is the Medical Director of the ASD service at The 
NYU Child Study Center, will review the evidence-based psychopharmacologic 
interventions for children and adolescents on the autism spectrum.  She will help 
participants understand the symptoms to target with medication and describe how to 
monitor for therapeutic response and side effects - as one intervention within a 
comprehensive therapeutic program.  
 
 
 
 
 

SPONSORS 
 
AEGUS:  This Sponsor has no relevant financial or non financial relationships to disclose. 
 
BELIN BLANK INSTITUTE:  This Sponsor has no relevant financial or non financial 
relationships to disclose. 
 
2E NEWSLETTER - Glenn Ellyn Media: This Sponsor has no relevant financial or non 
financial relationships to disclose. 
 
Cooper Union:  Financial: In-kind financial relationship in the form of venue donation.  
Nonfinancial: The sponsor has no relevant non financial relationships to disclose. 
 
PALS: This Sponsor has no relevant financial or non financial relationships to disclose. 
 
NY Presbyterian/Lower Manhattan Hospital: This Sponsor has no relevant financial or non 
financial relationships to disclose. 
 
New York Parenting:  This Sponsor has no relevant financial or non financial relationships 
to disclose. 
 
The Quad Manhattan:  Financial:  This sponsor has no relevant financial relationships to 
disclose.  Non Financial:  The Founder and Director of The Quad Preparatory School is 
also the Founder and Director of The Quad Manhattan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  


