
Indigenous knowledge Bank 
As part of Climate and Development

  Geographical area of use : Gambia; region of North Bank Region; village of  Njawara.

Example of locales practices : Food Processing

Information of the practice 
Njawara is located in the Lower Badibu District of the 
North Bank Region in the Gambia and has a population of 
826, with 446 female and 380 male. It is very close to the 
border with Senegal and theclosest neighboring villages 
are Panneh-ba, Kerr Ardo and Toro-ba.
This initiative involves the processing of different food 
items that are produced locally. These products, which 
would have otherwise perished include tomatoes, pep-
per, mangoes and cashew. They are transformed into to-
mato and pepper sauce, mango juice/jam , cashew and 
pawpaw jam  and groundnut paste respectively. The main 
reason for engaging in this activity is to enhance food se-
curity due to lack of inadequate rainfal
l. 
Impact of climate hazards
Table 1: Link the practice with climate change

Description de la technologie
This practice was initiated in 2000 and is mainly practiced 
during the dry season, with the different crops mentioned 
in section 4 above. It was prompted by the lack of rainfall, 
which resulted in crop failure, food shortages and loss of 
income. The practice is therefore intended to reduce the 
negative effects of these hazards on the population. The 
practice has provided an opportunity to preserve food for 
longer periods and has as well reduced some of the prob-
lems associated with marketing these crops during peak 
periods, such as saturation of the market and reduction of 
post harvest losses. It also creates employment opportu-
nities at local level. 
This is a community initiative of which the women are the 
main actors and beneficiaries. It is under the auspecies of 
the Njawara Agricultural Training Center (NATC) and sup-
ported by the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), 
Agency for the Development of Women and Children (AD-
WAC), Gambia Food and Nutrition Association (GAFNA) 
and the Department of Community Development.  As 
stated earlier, apart from enhancing food security, the 
practice also generates both employment and income. It 
is estimated that up to 5000 people both in Njawara and 
the surrounding villages benefit from the practice.

Sustainability 
The group involved in the activity has opened a bank ac-
count to enhance economic viability of the practice. With 
regards to environmental sustainability, the group engag-
es in tree planting, use of improved cooking stoves (that 
is energy saving devices) and the use of animal manure 
instead of chemical fertilizers. 
The practice has further enhanced group cohesion and 
collective decision making as the group also engages in 
drama performances for wider awareness creation. 

Strengths and weaknesses of the practice

Posibilities for replication
FGD participants believed that it would not be a problem 
at all to replicate this practice to an other group or lo-
cation, as it is also being practiced in other communities 
such as Essau, Kerr Omar Saine and Mbullum.
The replication process will however involve training, 
which in the future may have to be paid for by the partici-
pants. It may also be a wise idea for village to specials in 
the processing of a single product so as to maximize the 
benefit

Estimated cost
It is estimated that up to D30, 000.00 will be required to 
kick start the process.

Climate factor/ 
hazard

Environmental 
Impact

Socio-economic 
impact

Drought Crop failure -Hunger
-Lack of seeds
-Shortage of animal feed
-Ill health

Illustrations

Strengths Weaknesses

• Capacity to process locally produced 
food items.

• Lack of storage, transportation 
and marketing facilities. 


