
Indigenous knowledge Bank 
As part of Climate and Development

  Geographical area of use : Gambia, region of North Bank; village of Chogen Fula.

Example of locales practices : Community Woodlot.

Information of the practice 
The village of Chogen Fula is located in the Lower Badibu 
District of the North Bank Region of the Gambia. It has 
estimated population of----. The other nearby villages are 
Chogen Missira, Foday Biram and Mbamri Kunda.
The woodlot in Chogen Fula came about as a reforesta-
tion initiative to cope with the negative effects of defor-
estation, which in itself is a result of drought. It is sup-
ported by the Njawara Agricultural Training Center (NATC), 
Forestry Department and Methodist Mission.

Impact of climate hazards
Table 1: Link the practice with climate change

Description de la technologie
This practice, which started in 1993, involves the planting 
of multi-purpose tree species within a protected or fenced 
area. The trees planted include cashew, mangoes, gma-
lina, eucalyptus, acacia and mahogany/” jalo”. Planting is 
done mainly during the rainy season and there is desire in 
the community that the practice continues so that even 
more trees can be planted.
The practice was necessitated as a result of continuous 
low rainfall, resulting in deforestation, which, among oth-
ers, exposes the community to heavy storms and lack of 
some basic requirements such as fuel wood, roofing and 
fencing materials. Hence, the community felt the need for 
such a project that will not only protect the environment, 
but also enhance access to the the basic requirements 
mentioned above. As a result of this effort, it has been 
observed that the water table, which was at 24 meters, is 
now 18 meters.

The community has since started to realize benefits from 
the woodlot directly, whilst roofing poles are also being 
sold to the neiboring villages, the proceeds of which are 
deposited in a village account. Together with village con-
tributions, these funds are used to support maintenance 
of the village hand pump.
The process of establishing the woodlot involved identify-
ing a suitable site, digging of wells. The land is the divided 
into two parts, one section for fruit trees and the for non 
fruit trees. Whilst some of the young plant seedlings were 
raised by the people themselves, NATC also provided ad-
ditional seedlings. Some of seed varieties are treated with 
hot water for ease of germination.
The practice was initiated by the community, whilst the Vil-
lage Development Committee (VDC) and women’s group 
are the main actors. In terms of beneficiaries, the entire 
community, both men and women, as well as members of 
the surrounding villages, estimated at up to 3,000 people 
benefit from this practice. 

Sustainability 
To enhance economic viability, the community has a sav-
ings account with Trust Bank and part of the proceeds of 
the wood lot is used as a revolving fund to give loans to 
community members with interest. 
Continuous tree planting and plant nursery preparation 
are the strategies for environmental sustainability. The 
practice is reported to have increased cooperation in the 
village.

Strengths and weaknesses of the practice

Climate factor/ 
hazard

Environmental 
Impact

Socio-economic 
impact

Drought -Low water table
-Low yields
-Deforestation 
-Increase insect 
infestation (such as 
termites)

Vulnerability of com  
 munities
-Low incomes 

Strengths Weaknesses

• Social cohesion/ cooperation.
• Desire to plant more trees.
• Capacity to generate income and meet  
   basic needs.

• Access to fencing materials.
• Inadequate water supply.
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Posibilities for replication
It would not be a problem at all to transfer this practice to 
another group or area, but the people must be willing to 
work together towards a common objective.
It is said to be replicated in Nauleru by one Hassan Jas-
sey.

Estimated cost
It is estimated that up to D750,000.00 will be required to 
transform one hecter of land into a wood lot, with two 
wells and about D55,000.00 for one without a well.

Remarks
Considering that the practice is a community initiative 
and has contributed in enhancing food security, the com-
munity still requires additional support for expansion.


