
Indigenous knowledge Bank 
As part of Climate and Development

  Geographical area of use : Gambian,West Coast Region ; village of Tumani Tenda.

Example of locales practices : Eco Tourism 

Information of the practice 
The community of Tumani Tenda is located in the West 
Coast Region of the Gambia, within the neighbourhood 
of Faraba Sutu, Sotokoi and Amdalie. It is a” Jola” com-
munity and according to the 2003 census, it had  a total of 
224, of whom 114 are female and 110 male. The practice 
was initiated as an activity to help protect and preserve 
the environment/natural resources around the community, 
which includes both plants and wildlife.
The initiative is supported by various agencies such as the 
National Environment Agency (NEA), Saint Joseph’s Fam-
ily Farm Project, Forestry Department and The association 
of Small Scale Enterprises in Tourism.

Impact of climate hazards
Table 1: Link the practice with climate change

Description de la technologie
As The practice started in February 1997 and is still on-
going. It entails the promotion of alternative tourism and 
environmental regeneration through annual tree planting 
(especially during the rainy season) and biodiversity con-
servation. 
As stated earlier, this practice is geared towards protect-
ing the natural resources in the area, with community 
undertaking various related activities such as protecting 
the community forest and establishment of an eco tour-
ism facility or lodge, owned and managed by the com-
munity. This was necessitated by erratic rainfall patterns 
over many years, leading to a decline in agricultural pro-
duction, loss of vegetation and biodiversity including birds 
and animals, all of which culminates in low incomes.
The practice was primarily initiated by the community and 
the main actors are the youths of the village (both male 
and female), whilst the entire community (men, women 
and children) constitute the main users/ beneficiaries. 
Other beneficiaries include members of the surrounding 
villages and visiting tourists among others.  It started with 
a study tour to an area in the neighboring village of Lamin 
called “Emulen” and run by a Norwegian. A village meet-
ing was then conducted, and based on the findings, a land 
area was identified and tree planting commenced. This 
initial effort attracted the attention of NEA and as a result, 
the community was listed for an environmental competi-
tion and won a price of -----. This amount was used to 

purchase tools for the development of the community for-
est, vegetable garden and eco tourism camp respectively. 
With five main categories of stakeholders, it is estimated 
that up to 3000 people benefit directly from  the various 
interventions being undertaken. 
The main activities undertaken with the framework of 
this practice are preventing indiscriminate felling of trees, 
hunting and bush fires, annual tree planting, introduction 
of new plant and animal species, vegetable production 
and day to day management of eco tourism camp. The 
ultimate aim is to complement the dwindling gains from 
farming, enhance food security and improve the livelihood 
of the residents of Tumani Tenda. Products of the garden 
are sold and consumed locally, and income derived from 
the camp and forest reinvested to support and address 
emerging community needs including child sponsorship. 
 Over the years however, because of the strategic nature 
of the practice, it has not only attracted, but also ben-
efited from the support of other development partners, 
especially those mentioned in section 4 above.
NB: Check for any write up from NEA/ASSET.

. 

Sustainability 
EconomicThe establishment of the eco tourism camp, 
with modest accommodation and food services, together 
with the extraction and sale of forest products are sustain-
ability mechanisms that will enhance long term economic 
viability of the practice.
In addition to that, the community has opened two sepa-
rate bank accounts, one for the camp and the other for the 
Village Development Committee (VDC).
Environmental sustainability is assured through regular 
tree planting and prevention of bush fires and other activi-
ties that deplete the available natural resources.
The practice has strengthened social cohesion within the 
community through equal representation and more espe-
cially, as the benefits are felt by all. It has also created em-
ployment at the local level and reduced financial burden 
of the community.

Climate factor/ 
hazard

Environmental 
Impact

Socio-economic 
impact

Shortage of rainfall Low crop yield and 
post harvest losses

-Food insecurity
-Low incomes
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Strengths and weaknesses of the practice

Posibilities for replication
The According to community representatives interviewed, 
it would be possible to replicate/transfer what they con-
sider a successful best practice to other areas with similar 
potentials, but there are certain conditions and prerequi-
sites to consider. These include cordial and cohesive so-
cial relations and availability of land for different undertak-
ings. Another key consideration is to put in a regulatory 

framework for natural resource protection and conserva-
tion with the participation of all sections of the community. 
The initiative is reported to have already been replicated in 
other communities such as Brefet, Kartong, Limbambulu 
and as far as Guinea Bissau.

Estimated cost
It is estimated that up to D100,000.00 will be required to 
develop one hecter of land.

Strengths Weaknesses

• Capacity to generate income.
• Social cohesion.
• Child sponsorship.
• Protected area/forest.
• Eco tourism facility.

• Inadequate clean drinking water.
• Lack of renewable energy 
source (solar) and rely on the use 
generator.


