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"This ministry was created to inspire and help students organize and operate a Bible club within their junior high or senior high schools.  God has called me to begin this ministry after being the advisor of the largest Bible club in the nation.  This website will continuously update to help reach these goals."

· Joe Harmon, Founder of School Bible Club

​​About Us
School Bible Club ​​​began as a private ministry as an offshoot of Redbank Valley High School Bible Club.  Redbank's club has grown into the largest Christian club in the nation, attracting the attention of the 700 Club and Christian radio.  The goal of SBC is to create awareness, and to encourage and empower students to institute Bible clubs within their schools. 

The information on this site is not intended to prescribe exactly how to model a club, but to serve as a description of how a club can operate.  We want this to spur new ideas and help your ministry succeed, avoiding any legal problems.   We hope this site will provide all the information and sample documentation you will need to help you starting, organizing, or maintaining your Bible club.  If you still have questions, please contact us at schoolbibleclubinfo@gmail.com.

 Joe Harmon has served as the advisor of the largest student-run, public school, Christian club in the nation, since its inception in 2006.   He has served as a secondary civics teacher at a public high school since 2004.  He holds a Master’s of Education from Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania and is currently a doctoral student at Liberty University pursuing an Ed.D with a concentration in curriculum and instruction.  Joe has received several teaching and civic awards.   He assists the youth pastor with teaching duties at his church.  Joe currently resides in Pennsylvania with his wife, Kelli, and their five children.   ​

​

Joe has spoken extensively throughout Western Pennsylvania about Bible Club.  His testimony is an inspiration to all about stepping out in faith. 

 Doug Gundlach graduated from Redbank Valley High School in 2013 after serving five years as a leader for their school Bible Club.  During his junior and senior years he served as the club President.  He is currently attending Geneva College majoring in Student Ministries, while earning a minor in Athletic Coaching.  His future plans are to use his coaching degree to minister to students and athletes who would otherwise not hear the gospel.  Doug enjoys spending much of his time outdoors, in particularly hunting, fishing, and playing baseball.  

Andy Gundlach is a graduate of Penn State and is an alumni Bible Club leader and former president.  He was a 2010 graduate of Redbank.  He is an active youth leader at his local church.
Starting A Bible Club ​

Starting a new Bible Club is both excising and a wonderful adventure in working with the Lord.  When the start-up process is broken down into its component parts, as listed below, the steps become easily manageable for those who are committed.

PURPOSE

Never lose sight of the purpose of your Bible club.  Your purpose is to advance God's kingdom by growing as a Christ follower and lovingly pointing others to Christ.  Therefore, everything you do should both honor Him and honor others.  Everything your club does should be an act of worship, in spirit and truth (John 4:24).   The students who lead the club must cling to this.  There will eventually be other students who are drawn to what is occurring in the Bible club that are difficult to love.  You may be the only Jesus they get to see.  You are tasked to reflect God's love to others by the way you live, by what you say, and by your interactions with others. 

The leaders of the club should create a mission statement, or a set of goals, for the organization.  The mission can change each year, but it provides focus for the students in charge, and ultimately guides the student leaders' decisions.  Do not confuse this with the club's vision.  The vision of the club is where God wants the club to go.  God's vision must drive the club's future.  The mission will be driven by the overall vision.

CONSIDERATIONS

The leaders of the club should create a mission statement, or a set of goals, for the organization.  The mission can change each year, but it provides focus for the students in charge, and ultimately guides the student leaders' decisions.  Do not confuse this with the club's vision.  The vision of the club is where God wants the club to go.  God's vision must drive the club's future.  The mission will be driven by the overall vision.

​​Pray it over - leading a Christian club is a commitment.  It is not over in a season; it requires time and effort.  ​

Assure the teacher that you are asking to sponsor your club that they will only be supervising the your club meetings - they will NOT be participating, merely watching.

Approach your building principal with the idea - if he or she is apprehensive, do not make demands.  Talk to your adult mentor; the AllianceDefendingFreedom.org can offer assistance.

Begin meeting as a club - even if your club consists of you and a friend, it's a start.  Let God add from there. ​

Refer to the legal rights section to stay within the confines of government guidelines.  Your goal is NOT to attract legal problems for your school!

If other noncurricular clubs meet on your school campus, then so can you!

Can you start a club?  YES, for I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.  Phil 4:13
STEP-BY-STEP START UP

The following offers a schematic step by step suggestion for starting a Bible Club.  Certain documents are needed to start and run a Bible Club.  Sample documents for all documents suggested below, are provided in the next section - Club Docs.

1. Pray for God's leading, direction, and those who would join you.

2. Contact other Christians to form a core group of leaders who wants to start the club.

3. Leaders need to sign a "Leaders Commitment Form" and determine who will be the club officers.

4. Determine the most convenient time to meet and the best location.

5. Find an adult mentor - a youth pastor, parent, or community member willing to coach your club

      leaders off campus.

6. Talk to teachers about being a sponsor for your club.  Ask for a written commitment to show the 

       principal that you have a teacher willing to be the club's sponsor.  They do not partake in 

       running the club.  They just assure the principal that adult supervision will be present.

7. Prepare package for principal - Consisting of Vision Statement, Mission Statement, 

      Constitution, and list of club officers.  Samples of these documents are provided in next section, 

      "Club Docs".  Also print out the Legal Rights information so that it will be handy if the 

      principal believes it is illegal to have a Bible Club.

8. Meet with principal.  Discuss school requirements for having a club and for permission to have  

      a club.

9. Write out schedule of first three meetings.  Skits, lesson plans, prayer, Bible study.  See the 

Sections under "Running Club" for ideas and examples.

10.  Pick a kick-off club date.

11.  Make flyers and posters, and with club sponsor or principal's permission, post them around the

       school.

12.  Decide if you would like a youth pastor to speak at your first meeting.

13. Put an announcement in the school newspaper.  Create an excitement for the new club.

14.  Keep praying.

15.  Have the first meeting.  The club needs to inform about God's Word, honor God, and have fun.

16.  Review each meeting and make changes as needed.

Organization & Identity

CLUB ORGANIZATION

If your Bible club is in a government run, public school, the club must be student-initiated and student run in order to be guaranteed the equal access given other student clubs and organizations.   ​​The club I advise uses 19 student leaders; the students who attend the weekly meetings are members of the club, but the organization and operation of the club belongs to the leaders.  Officers are chosen amongst the leadership team; leaders meet every seven to eight weeks to discuss club matters and plan lessons. 

Inevitably, student leaders graduate, or drop from their positions, leaving a gap in leadership.  It is the responsibility of the student leaders to ensure the continuance of the club.  It is vital to choose students who will remain committed to the club's purpose and who are positive Christian examples.  It is not a popularity contest; the leaders of our club do not solicit a vote for new leaders as in typical election.  Prospective leaders are discussed and voted upon by the current leaders; those selected are approached and asked if they would like to serve. 

Think of recruiting new leaders as one would recruit in sports; choose from the "minor leagues" (lower grades) to provide time for them  to be discipled and trained to someday take a strong leadership role in the club.  Remember, you want leaders ready to lead and not just like the "idea" of being leaders.  It takes time and effort to sustain a successful club; the organization of your club is only as good as the student leaders in charge of it.  

“All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it” (1 Corinthians 12:27, NLT). We are all provided gifts of the Spirit to benefit the Kingdom. Not everyone can lead discussion, craft a creative lesson, or speak well in front of others. Within our club leadership team, we have students whose primary job is to look up a “verse of the week” and read it at club meetings. Another club member has the sole responsibility of running lights and sound, while others are tasked with praying, leading discussion, and games or activities. The leadership team requires different personalities and different skills and abilities, but with one shared vision: spiritual growth and reaching others for Christ. Each leader contributes, doing their “part” for the body of Christ.

Example yearly missions done by our club:​​

​Free study Bibles for teens - The leaders wanted every student who wanted a Bible to have one.  They were able to secure enough money to purchase a Life Application teen study Bible for every student in the junior/senior high school who attends Bible Club and wanted a Bible.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

Youth group outreach - The club I advise host an annual Open House that have featured the Skit Guys and Steve Fitzhugh.  They invited youth groups from all over the area.  The leaders also showcased some of their most popular lessons.

Teen Devotionals - In 2013, club leaders decided to purchase 100 quality teen devotionals to provide for students that wanted to learn how to devote time to God.

To download a sample "Leadership Commitment Form" in .doc format, click here.

CLUB IDENTITY

Naming Your Club

​Do not fall into the trap of using a club name that is  misleading; names such as "The Way Club" or the "Fish Club" are good, but potentially hide what the club truly is.  Additionally, a non-Christian may not be able to link the name to the cause.  Even a name like "Christian Club" can make students believe it is an exclusive group open only to Christians.  The goal of your club should be to draw seekers curious about God, the Bible, and Jesus.

When my school's club began in 2006, the generic name "Bible Club" was chosen because it left nothing to guess.  Everyone has a concept of the Bible; when students come to club meetings, they are not surprised that the focus is the Bible.  In addition, by boldly proclaiming the title Bible Club, there is no perception of hiding behind a "cutesy" name as if you are ashamed.  Acknowledge what the club is: you are organizing a club about the Word of God.

​Club Logo and Verse

​There is a reason why teams use mascots and colors.  Creating a club logo and using a specific verse to identify your club creates awareness and a sense of ownership by all involved. 

Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young. Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.  – 1 Timothy 4:12

The first thing that our Bible club did was choose a Bible verse that defined the club.   The above verse is a common youth centered scripture.  It became the club’s identifying verse and is used on the logo for the club’s T-shirts and business cards.  Choose a verse or a series of verses that you want to use for your club to define you.

Another way to create a club identity is through the use of social media.  Create a Facebook fan page and/or a Twitter account for your club; invite your friends and relatives to join.  Allow students to post pictures, comments, and keep up to date with club activities through the use of your social media sites.

Below is the logo currently being used by the club I advise; you will notice the verse and the logo are one in the same.  The verse, 1 Timothy 4:12, is spelled out in the shape of a "Jesus fish."  This logo is used on all club clothing.  Feel free to use this logo!

Club Sample Documents

The following are examples of a Vision Statement, Mission Statement, Constitution, and several forms.  These may be used in their entirety or changed to best fulfill the needs of your club.

You may click here to download this complete page "Club Sample Document" or click here to download the text of the entire web site to use as a manual.

What are the difference between Vision Statement, Mission Statement, and Constitution?

Vision Statement/Purpose - expresses an organization's optimal goals for the future and reason for existence.  The Vision Statement usually remains unchanged.

Mission Statement - describes the path to reaching the vision by identifying the service areas, target audience, and values and goals of the organization.  The Mission Statement is more likely to be reviewed each year to determine if any changes are needed.

Constitution - are the guidelines for day to day activity and the club's structure on the path established by the Club's Vision and Mission Statements.

Vision Statement

The best visions are inspirational, clear, memorable, and concise.  The average length for 30 largest organizations are only 14.5 words.

Sample Vision – To fulfill the Great Commission in our school, or

                         -  That all students would know the ways of Jesus Christ, or

             -  To introduce each student in our school to the salvation of Jesus Christ.

Mission Statement

The best mission statements are a succinct encapsulation of:

· What your organization is

· What it aspires to do

· What it actually does   

· What it hopes to achieve

Some mission statements are produced in isolation by one person and are then agreed by everyone else. The best ones however are a synthesis of ideas from many sources, even if one person will draft the final statement. This gives an idea of real ownership across the organization.

Ultimately the most important thing about writing a mission statement is that it defines the clubs activities and direction of your organization, is understood by everyone and can be used in a positive manner.

Sample Mission Statements

The club is evangelical by intent.  Its message is based on the Bible, Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs of our fellow students in His name without discrimination, or

The club is a fellowship of believers that purpose to know God through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, to equip believers through discipleship. Showing God's love, through skits, plays, games, and the Word of God, we strive to reach our fellow students with Jesus Christ through obedience to the Great 

Commission.

CONSTITUTION

What is a constitution?

Every student organization needs a constitution to give it a sense of order and purpose.  A constitution is a basic set of rules for the daily running of your club or group. It details for your members and others the name, objects, methods of management and other conditions under which your club or group operates, and generally the reasons for its existence. It also regulates the relationship between members by setting out the basis for working with other co-members.

SAMPLE CONSTITUTION

 This is a sample of a club Constitution.  It may be used as is or modified to fit the clubs needs.  There are many additional examples of club Constitution listed on the web under "High School Club Constitution".

                                                                    Constitution for
                                              _____________________________  Bible Club at

                                       _________________________________________________ High School

1.  Vision ______________________.

2.  Officers

2.1   This organization shall have a president, a vice president, a secretary, a treasurer, and other officers as    

         determined by the officers.

2.2 The president shall be the chief executive officer of the organization and shall preside at all meetings      

and direct the activities of the organization.

2.3   The vice-president shall assist the president and assume his duties in his absence.

2.4 The secretary shall keep the minutes of all meetings, correspondence for the organization, and keep all

        records of the organization, including a roster of the officers and leaders.

2.5 The treasurer shall collect and disperse all funds of the organization and shall keep written accounts 

         thereof, and shall maintain a list of the physical assets, if any, of the organization.  

3.  Election of Leaders and Officers 

     (See "Student Leaders" under the "Running Club" section,  for explanation for this important approach to 

       help assure that the club continues and continues in the Lord.)

3.1 New Leaders are to be recruited by the existing leaders from the club's members and shall become    

        Intern-Leaders by a majority vote of the existing Leaders.

3.2 Before assuming the position of an Intern-Leader, the new Intern-Leader and his or her's parent are to     

        sign an Intern Leader Commitment Form.  After one year of being an active Intern, the Intern will 

        become a Leader with a majority vote of the Leaders.  Before assuming the position of a Leader, the     

        Leader elect and his or her parent are to first sign a Leader Commitment Form.

3.3 The election of officers shall be by a majority vote of the Leaders.  Officers are only to be elected from 

        the group of Leaders and not from the membership.  The president shall be elected first, followed by the    

        vice-president, the secretary, and the treasurer, in that order.  Each officer shall hold office for one year.  

        The election, if possible, shall be held for the forthcoming year at the last meeting of the preceding year.

3.4 An officer can be impeached (tried) for cause, upon written request of 50 per cent of the leaders.  The 

President shall preside at any impeachment, unless he is impeached, in which case the vice-president will preside.  It shall take a two-thirds vote of a Quorum of the leaders at a regular called meeting to remove an officer.

3.5 If the president resigns or is removed, the vice-president will become the president and a new vice-

        president will be elected.

4.  Faculty Advisor

4.1   The Leaders shall select  faculty advisor to be approved by the principal.

4.2 The faculty advisor shall interpret the school rules and regulations to the organization and shall be the 

        principal’s representative to the organization.    

4.3 The faculty advisor shall have veto power over actions of the organization if the action is clearly in

         violation of the school or district policy.  If the officers of the organization disagree with the veto they 

         can appeal in writing to the Assistant Principal or Principal for instruction furnishing a copy of the 

         appeal to the faculty advisor.

5.  Membership

5.1   Any student that attends a meeting is considered a member.

5.2 Any student that is disorderly or interruptive may be asked to leave and may be excluded from future 

        meetings.

6.  Committees

6.1 The president shall appoint such standing committees and such special-purpose (“AD HOC”) 

         committees as he deems necessary.  Committee members may be from both the Leadership and 

         membership.

7.  Dues and Other Expenses

7.1 There shall be no dues in this organization.  Funds are to be raised by club sponsored fund-raising 

        activity, and by voluntary donations.

8.  Quorum

8.1 A quorum shall exist with 50% or more of the Leaders present, in person, phone, or by proxy, at a 

        regular meeting.

9.  Ratification and Amendment

        This constitution shall be valid and operative when approved by two-thirds of the Leaders and     

        the faculty advisor.
9.2 Any amendment to this constitution must be proposed, in writing, at a regular meeting or a special 

        meeting called for that purpose, at least one week before any vote thereon.

9.3 This constitution can be amended by a two-thirds vote of the Leaders at any regular business meeting.     

Any amendment so made shall become effective when approved by the faculty advisor.

10.  Miscellaneous

11.  Other

11.1   Tie masculine (he, him, his) shall also mean the feminine (she, her, hers) and vice versa.

11.2   All business meetings shall be conducted by Robert’s Rules of Order.

11.3 The organization may, by majority vote of the Leaders, enact bylaws from time to time.  These bylaws

must neither be inconsistent with this constitution nor be inconsistent with the school and district policies, responsibilities and the rights of fellow students as defined by the school and the district.

Legal Rights

Students do not shed their religious liberties at the schoolhouse door.  Students are allowed to bring their Bibles to school, wear Christian T-shirts and jewelry (as long as they comply with the school's dress code), and talk to their classmates about religious issues, as long as they are not disrupting the educational process.  Students may even open their Bible and read it during class, so long as it is a common, non-instructional reading time in which the teacher permits an open reading of any school approved book.

​

While in class, students are free to express their religious views in a class discussion or as part of an assignment, so long as the expression is relevant to the subject under consideration and meets the requirements of the assignment.  Secondly, under the federal Equal Access Act, 20 U.S.C. 4071 (http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/4071), voluntary, student-initiated religious clubs are allowed in public schools that receive federal funds.  Upheld by a 1990 Supreme Court case, the Act provides that schools that allow non-curricular clubs (e.g., a chess club) to meet on school grounds during non-instructional time must also allow religious clubs to meet.  Moreover, religious clubs must be given equal access to all school facilities, resources, and equipment that are available to other non-curricular clubs.  This includes equal access to the school media (such as bulletin boards, the public address system, announcements, and the school newspaper) made available to other clubs to advertise their activities and events.

The key to any religious club in a public school is that it must be student-initiated and student-run.  Most of the time, there will be a teacher who supervises the leaders and the club meetings. The teacher's job is limited to ensuring the meetings are conducted in accordance with good practice and within the scope of school policies.  The students in charge of the club can often choose their own student leaders subject to relevant school policies and can ordinarily restrict leadership roles to people of their own faith; however, local law and policy may require otherwise.  I recommend that the club not restrict general membership.  In other words, as long as students behave during the meeting, let them come, regardless of what they profess to believe. 

At  Student  Clubs  Students Have a Legal Right to:

· Initiate, lead and voluntarily participate in a Bible Club.

· Meet on campus on the same basis as other non-curricular clubs.

· Pray, read the Bible and worship at Bible Club meetings.

· Have a school employee present to maintain order and protect school property.

· Have an outside advisor.

· Have occasional guest speakers.

· Have an unlimited number of student members.

· Require that club officers are Christian.

· Carry or study a Bible.

A Bible Club Cannot:

· Substantially disrupt regular school activities.

· Do anything illegal.

· Have meetings regularly led or supervised by a non-student.

The School's Role:

· A teacher or faculty member may not sponsor or participate in the club.

· The school may not influence the form or content of your meetings.

· The school may not require any person to participate in your club.

· The school must support your club's activities to the same extent as other non-curricular clubs.

· The school has the right to maintain order, discipline and the well-being of the student body.

Running Your Club

The greatest secrets to running a good Bible Club is leaders who are dedicated and a club that is having fun.

BIBLES

If you are going to be a club which centers on the word of God, you should probably HAVE some Bibles.  The problem is, which version should your club use?  There are pluses and minuses for each differing version.  Click on Mardel.com/Bible-Translation-Guide.aspx to read the differences yourself:

​​

​The bottom line is, you want a version you and your club members can read and understand.  Typically, that is a Bible which is more "thought for thought."   But, it all depends on what your club members can handle; are they largely "unchurched" or are they familiar with the words used in the Bible?  We have great success with the Life Application teen study Bibles.  If you need to purchase Bibles, buying in bulk is your best bet.  ​BiblesAtCost.com is an online company used by our club; we found them to be the cheapest online source for bulk purchasing.

​

​

CLUB MEETINGS

​

Each meeting of your Bible club is an opportunity; a chance for spiritual growth and a chance to reach your peers for the sake of the Kingdom of God.   Careful planning should go into crafting a lesson that is full of substance and points others to the character and nature of God.  Your lesson can be supported with fun activities, object lessons, games, videos, and the like.   Or,  your lesson can merely be reading Scripture and discussing it.  Below is the model used by the club I advise.  Keep in mind, our school provides approximately 40 minutes for clubs to meet; the club uses that time to convey a message to over 300 students on a weekly basis.  The model below is not intended to be copied, but it is at least a basis for your planning. ​

​

​

​Upbeat contemporary Christian music being played as students enter to set the mood

​

Opening Video - typically something funny or inspirational

​

Welcome and Announcements

​

Verse of the Week

​

Opening Prayer

​

Activity/video/object lesson

​

Lesson

​

Prayer and Reflection

​

Filler activity/game/video if needed

​

​

​Remember, the key to the continuance of your club is that it MUST be student run.  All of the above activities are done by students for students.  As the advisor, I merely oversee the meetings to ensure students behave. 

Below is a lesson template and an instruction sheet to use.  It is very general and can be adapted for your personal use.  The key components are the introduction/motivator and the closing.

​

CLICK FOR LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE

CLICK FOR TEMPLATE INSTRUCTIONS

​

​

Tips For Club Meetings

​

​Appoint a facilitator for each group discussion - it is the facilitator's job to:

Keep the meeting focused.

Make sure no one dominates conversation; establish ground rules (e.g. everyone gets a chance to speak)​.

Eliminate distractions in the room (e.g. open doors, side conversations, etc.).

Do not be afraid of difficult questions, but also do not be afraid to say you do not have the answer.

​

Be ready for silence; not everyone is comfortable sharing their thoughts or opinions.

​​

Keep your focus on the nature and character of God; the club I advise has always shied away from providing a list of "do's and don'ts."

​​

Do not turn students away from your club meetings (unless they are being disruptive).

​

Be bold - do not be ashamed of your faith, of the Bible, of God, or of Jesus Christ.

Never lose sight of the purpose of your Bible club.  Your purpose is to advance God's kingdom by growing as a Christ follower and lovingly pointing others to Christ.  Therefore, everything you do should both honor Him and honor others.  Everything your club does should be an act of worship, in spirit and truth (John 4:24).   The students who lead the club must cling to this.  There will eventually be other students who are drawn to what is occurring in the Bible club that are difficult to love.  You may be the only Jesus they get to see.  You are tasked to reflect God's love to others by the way you live, by what you say, and by your interactions with others. 

A few other tips for making your club effective…

Make your meetings consistent (same day, time, place every week)

Stay focused on your mission – try to do at least 2 outreaches each season (Fall, Winter, Spring)

Christians can have fun, show that being a Christian is a better choice than alternatives.

Have fun at your meetings. Along with the Word, have skits, game, prices, etc.

Students are captives to the world and desperate for love, truth, and hope.  Show it to them.

Meeting Format

Start the meeting with prayer/announcements.

Have skits at some meeting to deliver a fun Biblical message.

Have a student or guest speaker share from God’s Word.  Can invite area youth pastors.

Discuss what you just heard and pray together for each other

Closing prayer and announcement of next weeks meeting activity.

Example yearly missions done by our club:​​

Free study Bibles for teens - The leaders wanted every student who wanted a Bible to have one.  They were able to secure enough money to purchase a Life Application teen study Bible for every student in the junior/senior high school who attends Bible Club and wanted a Bible.

​

Youth group outreach - The club I advise host an annual Open House that have featured the Skit Guys and Steve Fitzhugh.  They invited youth groups from all over the area.  The leaders also showcased some of their most popular lessons.

Teen Devotionals - In 2013, club leaders decided to purchase 100 quality teen devotionals to provide for students that wanted to learn how to devote time to God.

Student Leaders

STUDENT LEADERS

Because your Bible club is a religious club in a government run public school, the club must be student-initiated, and student run in order to be guaranteed the equal access given other students clubs and organizations.  We advise having a group of student leaders in charge of the club; the club essentially belongs to them.  The students who come to the weekly meetings are members of the club, but the organization and running of the club belongs to the leaders.   It is within the leadership team where the president, vice president, and other officers are chosen by the leaders. The club leaders should meet approximately every seven to eight weeks.  They should sit down, create a lesson calendar, and delegate other responsibilities.  

Inevitably, student leaders are going to graduate or drop out of their leadership positions, leaving a spot to be filled.  Because your club is student run, it is the responsibility of the student leadership team to recruit new leaders.  It is vital to choose students who will remain committed to the club’s purpose, and who are positive Christian examples.  It is not a popularity contest.  We advise not to solicit votes for new leaders as one may do in an election; a list of prospective leaders should be voted upon by your current leaders, then approach those chosen to see if they would like to serve.  New leadership not only ensures the continuance of the club, but keeps the club fresh and relevant.  

Redbank’s leaders created a commitment form for potential leaders to sign along with their parents.  It prompts students to prayerfully consider their decision to become a leader.  It also provides those recruited with an out if they choose not to be a part of the leadership team.  The commitment form calls for them to serve according to their gifts, humbly serving Christ in whatever capacity He calls.  A copy of the form can be found at the end of this page.

INTER - STUDENT LEAQDERS

As stated previously the continuation of your club depends on a continuation of student leaders.  We advise choosing younger aged students to serve as “intern leaders” during their first year of leadership.  Ask intern leaders to fill out an intern commitment (see below).  Gradually delegate responsibilities and involve the student interns with the decision making processes of the club.  The intern leader may not conduct a lesson or lead prayer right away, but they will gain immeasurable experiences as a new leader being mentored by their upper classmen peers.    Continue to select intern leaders and disciple new leaders as God reveals those ready to serve. Allow interns the chance to be regular leaders of the club at your discretion.  

Do not set a limit – whether you have two or twenty-two leaders, you want students are willing to walk the Christian walk both inside and outside the school walls.  You want role models that others can follow.  But most importantly, you want leaders who want to take the responsibility to lead, to do the responsibilities of a Bible club, and not just like the idea of it.  It will take time and effort to sustain a weekly club; it is not over like a football season.  The organization of your Bible club is only as good as the student leaders in charge of it.

Lastly, your club will need a faculty advisor if it is required by school policy. Check with your building principal on the school’s policy.  You want an adult advisor that is willing to consistently supervise each of the club’s meetings. 

Lesson Format

Weekly Lesson Format

Teach them God's decrees, and give them his instructions. Show them how to conduct their lives. – Exodus 18:20

There are no cookie cutter solutions to how your school conducts its weekly lessons.  There are too many variables to consider.  Instead, we will provide a general overview with which you can hopefully assemble a workable format.  

First of all, the size of the group and overall makeup will direct the weekly lessons.  If your Bible club consists of ten students who regularly attend church, and are committed to growing as Christians, then the lessons can literally be a sit down Bible study – it’s that simple! Presumably, these types of students are somewhat educated on the fundamentals of the major players in the Bible.  If this core group grows, then the lesson can stay the same while the group breaks into smaller, more manageable groups.  With that said, there should still be a group of “leaders” in charge of the club meetings.  The leaders have to decide in advance which books of the Bible to read, and what focus to take.    

If you have a mixture of students on various levels of their Christian walk, or students that are coming to Bible club because they are merely curious, yet have no real knowledge of the Bible, then your lessons need to be simple and broad.  However, that does not mean in any way that they need to be so elementary that it isolates your more matured Christian students.  

It is recommended that you have a format in which you follow; we provide an example format below.  You can start your meeting with announcements, i.e. youth events in the area, church events, and information about club events.  Next have a “verse of the week”.  The concept is simple; one of your student leaders can choose a Biblical verse each week and simply read the verse aloud.  Open your meeting in prayer, and then hold a lesson. At the end of the lesson have some quiet time for reflection, and hold a group prayer.  Your club does not need to follow a scripted order of events each week; try a fun activity, an object lesson, or a video.  Another staple for your club meetings should be music – either live or Christian music played by MP3 or CD.   Keep your meetings fresh and do not fall into a dull routine.  Additionally, if possible, the student facilitating the lesson for the week should not participate in the announcements, verse of the week, or opening prayer; that is why you have other leaders.  A lesson is more effective if the person facilitating isn’t “on” until it comes time for the lesson.

One last thing to note, if required by your school policies, your faculty advisor must be in attendance at your meetings. However, under the Equal Access Act, the faculty advisor must remain in a “nonparticipatory” role. This means that he or she is only there to supervise, and should not lead the meeting, pray or be involved with the lesson at all.  The fact that the teacher or coach is only there to supervise should be made clear by school officials, so students will not misunderstand or think that the school in any way endorses the religious club’s mission because of the presence of the teacher or coach.

For Small Group

If your club consists of a small group of Christian students, you can literally open the Bible and choose a book to read.  Each week you can read a couple chapters, and then go around the room and talk about the passages.  It can be that simple.  It does not have to be complicated to be effective.  It is recommended to start with books of the Bible that could easily be discussed until you assess where everyone is with their knowledge base and/or walk with God.  The books of James, Romans, Corinthians, and the Gospels are easier to tackle and create fantastic conversation.   This is not to discredit the rest of the Bible, but you should probably save Deuteronomy for a time when you can really dig deep into Biblical history.  You will find yourself getting frustrated if you choose a book filled with characters no one knows or history that no one is familiar.

Small groups can still be an effective Bible club.  You can still have the ice breaker activities, object lessons, fun videos, and games that a large group would use.  The format becomes less of a performance, however.  In order to be effective, you will need each student to have a Bible available.  Do not count on students bringing their own; see if you can keep a drawer of Bibles in the room you are meeting.  Or, if that isn’t possible, task the leaders with transporting Bibles to the meeting to distribute for that session’s study.

As the numbers get bigger, it becomes more of an event.  You want to create experiences to worship God in spirit and truth for students no matter their level of Biblical knowledge.

For Large Groups

​ As the group becomes larger, and more diverse, the goal of Bible club is to create an experience that not only teaches, but keeps the interest of those in attendance.  Remember, you are a club, not a church; your organization’s existence is due to a common purpose: the Bible.

​

My students' club began with 30 students; lessons were done in front of the group and were largely in discussion format.   We chose a topic, read from the Bible, and discussed.  As the club grew, the students had to be broken into smaller groups; Bible Club leaders were in charge of specific grade levels.  Each grouping was given the same lesson and had the same discussion questions.  Once our group reached 200; however, breaking into small groups was no longer realistic.  That is when the student leaders began signing up for lessons and crafting a 40 minute message to be done in front of the crowd.  ​I have witnessed students only 13 years of age on stage in front of over 300 peers giving a lesson -- don't be afraid to stand up for your faith in front of any sized crowd. 

Commitment Forms

                                 ________________________ HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE CLUB

                                               LEADERSHIP COMMITMENT FORM

The purpose of this leadership commitment form is to give each Bible Club leader an opportunity to do the following:

· Assess God’s call on your life to serve in Bible Club

· To prayerfully consider if you can fulfill God’s call on your life to serve as Bible Club leader

· To understand what is expected of you as a leader of Bible Club

· To make a personal commitment in writing to the Lord, the other leaders of Bible Club, and to the general membership

I, __________________________________________________ have prayed about serving as a Bible Club leader.   The Lord has called me to serve in this capacity and He has given me a heart to serve faithfully.

I agree to be faithful in fulfilling the following expectations as a leader of Bible Club:

1. To attend Bible Club leader meetings as much as I can in order to help plan weekly lessons and activities.

2. To stay in communication with other Bible Club leaders and the faculty adviser in order to keep up to date on Bible Club happenings.

3. To attend Bible Club meetings as much as possible (make up work and other commitments are understandable).

4. To contribute in a capacity fitting to my spiritual gifts.

5. To gracefully resign as leader when I no longer feel the call to serve.

6. To live a life fitting of a leader as outlined in 1 Timothy Chapter 3.

If you feel that you cannot meet all of the above requirements, please do not serve as a Bible Club leader.  This is a promise to the Lord and to your fellow classmates.  

_________________    Date: ______________________________________(Signature of Student)

_________________    Date: ______________________________________(Signature of Parent)

                                   ________________________ HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE CLUB

                                            INTERN - LEADERSHIP COMMITMENT FORM

The purpose of the Bible Club leader internship is to provide you with the opportunities and experience to assess God’s call on your life to serve as a club leader during your school years.

 After a one-year internship, you will be provided the opportunity to prayerfully consider serving as one of the student leaders of the club.

During your internship, you will be able to contribute and be a part of all leadership responsibilities and duties

I, __________________________________________________ have prayed about serving as a Bible Club leader-intern.   The Lord has called me to serve in this capacity and He has given me a heart to serve faithfully.

I agree to be faithful in fulfilling the following expectations as an intern leader of Bible Club:

1. To attend Bible Club leader meetings as much as I can in order to help plan weekly lessons and activities

2. To stay in communication with other Bible Club leaders and the faculty adviser in order to keep up to date on Bible Club happenings

3. To attend Monday morning Bible Club meetings as much as possible (make up work and other commitments are understandable) – NOTE: Leaders also gather in the auditorium from 8:00 to 8:15 on Monday mornings to talk about the lesson and pray.  

4. To work alongside current leaders to learn about how the club operates, and how I can contribute in a manner fitting to my spiritual gifts.

5. To live a life fitting of a leader as outlined in 1 Timothy Chapter 3

6. If you feel that you cannot meet all of the above requirements, please do not serve as a Bible Club intern leader.  This is a promise to the Lord and to your fellow classmates.  

_______________    Date: ________________________________________(Signature of Student)

_______________    Date: ________________________________________(Signature of Parent)

Sample Lesson Plan

UNFORGIVEN LESSON!

Read Aloud:  PARABLE OF THE UNFORGIVING SERVANT

Matthew 18:23-35 (NLT)23 “Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king who decided to bring his accounts up to date with servants who had borrowed money from him. 24 In the process, one of his debtors was brought in who owed him millions of dollars. 25 He couldn’t pay, so his master ordered that he be sold—along with his wife, his children, and everything he owned—to pay the debt. 26 “But the man fell down before his master and begged him, ‘Please, be patient with me, and I will pay it all.’ 27 Then his master was filled with pity for him, and he released him and forgave his debt. 28 “But when the man left the king, he went to a fellow servant who owed him a few thousand dollars. He grabbed him by the throat and demanded instant payment. 29 “His fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little more time. ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it,’ he pleaded. 30 But his creditor wouldn’t wait. He had the man arrested and put in prison until the debt could be paid in full. 31“When some of the other servants saw this, they were very upset. They went to the king and told him everything that had happened. 32 Then the king called in the man he had forgiven and said, ‘You evil servant! I forgave you that tremendous debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you?’ 34 Then the angry king sent the man to prison to be tortured until he had paid his entire debt. 35 “That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your brothers and sisters from your heart.”

Memory Verse:  Matthew 6: 14-15 (NLT)14“If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. 15 But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.

Procedure Discussion Questions: (Have students work with a partner to answer the following questions)

What is easier? To forgive someone or to ask to be forgiven? Why?___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Psalm 103:12 says that “He has removed our sins as far from us as the east is from the west”.  In what area of your life has God totally forgiven you? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read verses 28-30.  How have you acted like the unforgiving man?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read verse 35.  Why is it important to forgive?  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

     THE HUDDLE (Group Discussion): Share your answers for each question to the whole group.

Think About It! :  We’ve learned today that like the king in the story God forgives us of our sins.  He also wants us to forgive others from our heart.  Who do you need to forgive today?  (Optional: Dim lights and play worship music on low volume as the students reflect).

Lesson Ideas

​ICEBREAKERS, GAMES, ACTIVITIES, AND LESSON IDEAS

​

Our Bible club has used a variety of activities to kick off club meetings, or to creatively enhance a lesson.  Examples include:

​

​​Christian musical chairs -  this wildly popular activity gives a reason to play upbeat Christian music ( e.g. Group 1 Crew, TobyMac).  

​​

​Video openers - almost every club meeting starts off with a short video; most of which are downloaded from ​Bl​ueFishTV.com. 

​

Bible club has also done several seasonal ice breakers and games. In the fall, a student bought several pumpkins and had a pumpkin carving contest.  He then tied this into his lesson on being made new in the image of Christ.  During the Christmas season, the student leaders used Christmas lights and decorations to play a game where students decorated each other. Another Christmas favorite was when students were given a bottle of water and then had to gargle their favorite Christmas song.  And of course, there is always Christmas musical chairs.

​

Toothpaste Object Lesson - James 3, verses 1-9 (Taming your tongue).  Two students were each given a tube of toothpaste. The leader in charge of the lesson asked them to squeeze out all of the toothpaste.  They were then asked to put all the toothpaste back.   She then read the verse above and related that to the object lesson.  Words are like toothpaste, easy to come out and impossible to return.

Hot and Spicy Chips Object Lesson and Game – Luke 16, verses 19-31 (Rich man and Lazarus).  Three students were brought forward and were each given a bowl of hot and spicy chips.  You can substitute hot fries or hot cheese curls, but strongly discourage jalapeno peppers as they are too hot. At “go”, the students were asked to eat the hot items as fast as they could, without the comfort of a glass of water.  After the activity, the student leader read the above Bible verse and related the discomfort felt by the rich man with the students in the activity.

Armor of God Object Lesson and Game – Ephesians 6, verses 10-18. In this activity, two teams of three were used. Each team was given a roll of aluminum foil.  They were then tasked to decorate one of their team members with a sword, a helmet, a shield, a belt, a breast piece, and shoes using the foil.  While the students were decorating each other, fun contemporary Christian music was played.  The students not involved with this activity got to judge who did the best job in the end.  The student leader then read and discussed the above Bible verses.

Lemon Eating Object Lesson and Game – Countless Bible verses about bitterness, hatred, anger.  In this activity, several students were brought forward to have a lemon eating contest.  Several lemon wedges were cut up and ready.  The first student that finished their bowl of lemons won.  Although lemons are more sour than bitter, you get the idea.  The leader then related this activity to what the Bible says about bitterness.

Survivor – This game became the entire lesson.  Six student volunteers were chosen and then broken into two teams.  Each team competed in three contests.  The contests can be a mixture of activities depending on the lesson.  After each contest, the student leader in charge of the lesson, paused the game and read the scripture which related to the activity, and explained it.  For instance, one of the contests included a “strength” competition.   After the activity, the leader read a few of the countless verses in the Bible which describes the Lord as our strength.  The Survivor lesson included music from the TV show, different colored bandannas for each side, and prizes.  It was a fun lesson which included Biblical messages within.

​

Spontaneous Skits - We use two different books, each filled with instant skits; you merely need someone to read the skit while the willing actors act out their parts.  No preparation is necessary, except to maybe have some props ready.  I suggest buying these as "used" copies.  Click here and here for the different skit books.

​

​Aftermath Skit - Skits are also a part of Bible Club.  This is a video-link to a silhouette skit.  Feel free to contact me if you have questions regarding this skit.

​

​

CREATIVITY IS KEY

​

Whether you are operating a small or large group Bible club, you want to create a Biblical experience that they will remember and keep them coming back.  The best advice is to be consistently inconsistent.  Make club members wonder what is going to happen in Bible Club today.

​Another important staple of Bible club is contemporary Christian music.  As students walk through the door of wherever the club meeting is taking place, have contemporary Christian music playing.  The mere presence of Christian music in school sets the meeting apart from what normally occurs during the school day.  It additionally sends the message that it is time for Bible club. 

Besides music, the only mainstays of my students' club meetings are the verse of the week and prayer time.  If you are operating a smaller group, prayer requests can be taken.  Students found that as the club grew, other students were unwilling to share their requests, and there was a large body of students who were unfamiliar with this concept.

​

If you have enough funds, purchase some small Christian themed prizes to dole out during your activities and games.  Keep in mind how those prizes will affect the rest of the school day.  For instance, our leaders handed out inflatable beach balls with a Christian message on them; the principal was not happy that these beach balls were in the hallways later in the day.  If you have no money for prizes, don’t worry; the students enjoy the activities on their own.  For the first few years, we had no prizes to award for the winners of the various games planned by the students, and there was never a complaint.

Do not be afraid to try new things.  The Internet is packed with fun ideas, including ways to break the ice, convey a concept, or teach an object lesson.  With each successful lesson done by our club, there was at least one that didn’t fair too well. It didn’t deter students from coming, however.  The best lessons done by the  leaders have included a combination of all of the above items, such as ice breaker activities, videos, and scripture, during one 40 minute lesson.  The leaders have never just showed a video or just read scripture.  Avoid any skit, video, activity, or game that will last longer than 10 minutes; students tend to lose their interest.

Resources

​VIDEO RESOURCES

​

Unless everyone at your Bible club meeting is ready and willing to dig into the Bible and discuss, you are going to find yourself increasingly frustrated as a student trying to facilitate a lesson.  This will especially be true when the club meetings get larger and more diverse.  You cannot count on doing fun games and activities each and every lesson.  They have their time and place, but you still want some depth and a mixture of instructional strategies to convey the Biblical concepts within the meetings.  A medium that has served our Bible club extremely well has been the use of videos.  Make sure you check your school’s movie policy before you show any video clips.  Below is a list of ways that video has been incorporated successfully into Bible Club.

The Skit Guys – It’s two guys who have been friends since high school that make a living putting forth Biblical messages and stories through hilarious and oftentimes inspirational skits.  What’s even better is that their skits are typically 5-10 minutes in length, leaving room for either discussion or relevant verse reading afterwards.  Their DVD’s are available at SkitGuys.com.

Onetimeblind - This is another skit group that has a collection of videos and scripts at OneTimeBlind.com.  Their videos are also funny, yet effective.  The videos are typically 3-5 minutes in length and can be used during discussion, as ice breakers, or several can be compiled as stand-alone lessons themselves.

Bluefish TV - Youth video curriculum found at BlueFishTV.com.  Several of their video based lessons are targeted toward a high school audience.  The videos are relevant, well-made, often start with a very funny commercial or short video, and are broken into manageable sections.  Each video curriculum kit comes with a leader’s guide which makes this task that much easier.  They offer a yearly "fishing license" to download several short video clips.  Contact their customer service to obtain a free download code. 

Movie Clips – Several of the club leaders have used movie clips to support their lesson.  Typically, the clips are Disney due to their overall ratings and everyone can connect to a Disney movie.  For example, a leader showed the clip in Lion King where Simba first sees his father’s ghost in the sky.  His father reminds him that he is “more than he has become."  After the clip, the leader read from the Bible about how God is our Heavenly Father, and how he loves us, and then talked about how He wants more from us.  During another lesson, a student leader showed a clip from Finding Nemo.  The movie clip was when the aquarium fish purposely plugged up the filter in their tank at the dentist office.  The leader then related that to how our lives become without the filter of the Holy Spirit working through our lives.  Our lives become all grimy.  With a bit of creativity, you can take several clips from a multitude of Disney movies and relate them to a Biblical story or concept.

Tenth Avenue North Video Journals - The music group Tenth Avenue North has created several music videos and corresponding video journal videos.  These journal videos feature the lead singer of the band talking about the meaning behind the specific song.  They are short, and very affective.  They can be viewed at the band’s site, TenthAvenueNorth.com.  During one specific lesson, one of the leaders showed the music video, You are More, followed by its video journal.  She then conducted an exercise where students wrote down their worries, praises, concerns, etc. on large pieces of paper.  The exercise was successful; several students were moved to get out of their seats and lay their concerns and praises on the papers as a sort of “message to God."

I am Second – Various videos from IAmSecond.com provide short testimonies from Christian celebrities, sports figures, and other well-known people.  According to their website, I am Second is a movement meant to inspire people of all kinds to live for God and for others.  The topics range from substance abuse, purposes of life, meaning, success, and other struggles.  These are great videos as stand alone lessons or to supplement a Bible talk about a matching topic.

Other – Contact your local church youth groups; they may have materials that they would lend you.  Resources can be very expensive, sharing expense with others can be a good way to maximize your dollars.  There may be videos that you can check out at the local public library, or at least obtain them through inter-library loan (which is free); your school and public libraries can order in materials across the state.

​

​

ONLINE LESSON RESOURCES​

​

​Dare2Share.org - Dare 2 Share is a youth ministry site with  tons of resources on how to reach your friends with the Gospel and  free lesson ideas.

​

YouthWorker.com - This youth ministry website offers free lesson ideas, games, and activities to liven up your club meetings.

​

APOLOGETIC RESOURCES

Apologetic resources for kids - from Ratio Christi

OTHER

EverySchool.com

​ChristianTeens.about.com/od/youthworkercenter/tp/Where-To-Find-Youth-Group-Skits-Online.htm

A search under "Christian Teen Skits" will produce thousands of additional sites for live student skits.

Community Involvement

Club activities are designed to show that Christ followers are the salt of this Earth; their light should not be hidden under a bowl as the verse above states.  The activities are done to let the light of the club shine outside the school walls.  The below items have been added to our club’s list of activities through the years.  Do not try to do all of these, or overwhelm yourself with a lot at first.  Make sure you check with your building principal before you organize any activity.

Toys for Tots – it’s as easy as contacting your local representative.  He or she will bring collection boxes to your school and pick them up on a specific date.  You can also enlist the help of local churches. www.toysfortots.org​

Homeless ministry – one of the student leaders arranged to collect a multitude of items for a homeless shelter in a neighboring county.  Boxes were set up in several local churches as well as the high school.

Community clean up – Each year, a group of Bible club leaders and members gather to clean up the community.  This is typically done in conjunction with Earth Day.  If you plan in advance, you can no doubt find an organization to donate gloves, garbage bags, and arrange for garbage pickup.

Food bank – About sixteen leaders and club members traveled to Pittsburgh to volunteer at a food bank.  The task was mundane; students had to shovel granola from gigantic tubs into bags all morning.  The students who went, however, had a fantastic time.  There is something about serving others unselfishly that is satisfying.

Teacher appreciation car wash – Each year, club leaders hold a car wash at the end of the school day for teachers.  Each teacher is given a car wash ticket, and they are asked to park their cars near the car wash location and place their ticket visibly on their dash.  After washing their car, the student leaders place a “thank you for letting us serve you” along with a Bible verse about being a humble servant.  The teachers appreciate the gesture, even if they do not necessarily support the club.

Greeting card ministry – One of the student leaders is provided the task of sending thank you, get well, and sympathy cards to club member families, teachers, and other community members as the need arises.  In addition, after each ministry listed above, a leader is responsible for writing a letter to the editor of the local newspaper thanking churches, community  members, and businesses that may have helped in the given endeavor.

Bible club field trip – Each year, our Bible club takes a Saturday and spends the day having fun.  The all day trip became a staple after the first year of the club’s existence.  It was designed as a reward for attendance; only those who attended a certain portion of club meetings were eligible to attend.  The day is filled with ice skating, bowling, and typically, a Christian concert or minor league hockey game.  Overall, the trip serves as a safe, fun filled day and an opportunity to let Christ’s light shine through the club members at each venue.

Other - There are countless ways to minister to people inside and outside the school walls without actually “ministering."  Put your faith into action; find a shelter, food pantry, or any church that may be in need. There may be widowers that need yard work done, or a church that has a specific need you can fill. Pray for God’s guidance and let your light shine within your communities.

​

*Check with your school's guidelines as to whether or not an activity can be done on school grounds or during school time.

Fund Raising

Our Bible Club started with only $200 in their treasury; the club needed very little money during its first year.  As the club grew, it needed funds for Bibles and lesson materials.  Fundraising is necessary and can be fun, but above all else, seek the Kingdom of God first; use what He provides for His sake, to glorify Him, not you.  Our club has been able to steer clear of all the "typical" fund-raisers; however, our community has been very supportive; here are some of the ways we have raised funds:

​​

​Community support -  I cannot emphasize this enough, having the backing of the local churches and community is HUGE.  Share the vision of your club with local churches, pray it over, and let God supply your needs.  We were able to provide over 200 Bibles free to our club members thanks to donations from the community.  The club just shared their vision to provide a Bible for each and every student who was interested, and the donations started pouring in for the cause.

​

​Clothing Sales -  Students love school related clothing.  Come up with a cool logo or design for your club, find a T-shirt screening company that is affordable, and you are set.  My best advice is to keep your design simple, yet have a message.  Below is one of the designs used by our club.   Additionally, we have chosen to only markup the cost of each item by a dollar or two.  In this way most kids that want an item can afford it and perhaps the best part is that they "advertise" the club by wearing their clothing in public places.  What better way to open the doors about talking about God!

​​

Bake Sales – Most schools have an annual open house; we use that opportunity to set up a table in the lobby, make some baked goods, and have a bake sale.  You not only make a few dollars, but get a chance to talk about your club, and meet and greet community members.

​

Rubber Bracelet Sales -  A very popular item at our school and community has been Bible Club logo rubber wristbands.  Each bracelet cost the club around 24 cents and they charge a dollar.  Leftovers are given away as prizes during meetings or at the annual open house.

​

Open House Performances – This has become the largest fund-raiser for the club. Starting in 2009, the club leaders have held an open house performance to the public. Essentially, it is an evening performance showcasing the best skits, videos, pictures, activities, and music from the year. It started as a way to allow the community to see what goes on in clubs as their support has been enormous, but most recently it was used to help fulfill the latest mission of the club which was youth group outreach.  There has never been an admission cost; a free will offering is taken during the event. In three years, the club has brought in almost $5,000 in total offerings from this event. The event gives the leaders a chance to find interesting ways to convey God’s message and also garners public support of what is happening in your club.

​

Other -  There are countless, creative ways to raise funds. 

FAQ

Are you allowed to have a Christian club in a public school?

In short: yes.  Students do not shed their First Amendment freedoms at the school door.  The 1984 Equal Access Act provides that students attending a school with a “limited open forum”, that receives federal funding, and that has other non-curricular clubs, cannot deny a student from initiating a religious club.  Denying such club would be considered viewpoint discrimination.  

Can I use the school’s public address system to announce club meetings?

Yes.  You are provided the same rights as any other club meeting outside of class time.  For instance, if your school has a Ski Club and they announce meeting times and other activities over the school’s PA system, so can you!  Similarly, you are allowed the use of the school’s bulletin boards and school publications.  You may NOT, however, interfere with the educational process of the school.  

Can I allow only Christian students to attend my Bible Club?

By asking students to sign a faith statement or a promise to believe in Christ before they can be members of your Bible club, you are opening yourself up to claims of discrimination by the school district.

Can my youth pastor lead club meetings?

You will need to check with your school policy concerning outsiders attending club meetings.  Typically, outsiders are allowed to attend, but not on a regular basis.  Your youth pastor is likely a local “Bible expert”, and there would probably be no problem with he or she doing a lesson or two during your school year.  However, problems may arise if they take a primal role each and every meeting.  Their active involvement may give the notion that they are tasked by the school district to provide spiritual guidance, and could cause legal issues for the high school – which is NOT what you want to do. Play it safe,  ensure the students are leading the meetings.  

Although my school has other non-curricular clubs, my school principal says “No” to a Bible club, what should I do?

First, do not demand your rights in front of the school principal; your indignant behavior is not likely going to sway their decision.  Politely ask for a reason and explain that you believe having a Christian club is legal.  If they are adamant, tell your parents or youth leader.  There are a number of legal agencies, like the Alliance Defending Freedom, that can be contacted.  They will likely call and talk to the principal.  School administrators are often hesitant to allow a religious club in their school, given the politically charged climate today.  

 What should I do during Bible club meetings?

The choices are limitless!  The reason we do not have a specific format for club meetings to prescribe is because we realize that each student is granted different spiritual gifts and each location has different needs.  Maybe your club meetings need to focus on prayer, devotion, worship, or a combination.  There are too many variables to prescribe a “typical” club meeting.  However, it should definitely include prayer and God’s Word – that is unchanging. 

