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This statement is issued in response to GetEQUAL’s recent invitation to Gender JUST and 
other queer organizations to sign onto a  petition  calling on the Human Rights Campaign (HRC) 
to downgrade Wells Fargo’s 100% rating on its Corporate Equality Index.  
 
GenderJUST stands with Standing Rock and with anti-DAPL activists who advocate for 
indigenous sovereignty and environmental justice in their own communities, including 
divestment from corporate banks like Wells Fargo that financially support environmentally 
dangerous oil pipelines. We oppose those who are complicit in the economic, cultural, and 
rhetorical violence perpetrated against indigenous peoples.  
 
GJ will not be signing this petition because: 
 

● The HRC’s Corporate Equality Index is an exercise in pink-washing. Targeting Wells 
Fargo’s rating for adjustment suggests that the index has both value and legitimacy. It 
has neither; the attention and resources oriented towards HRC in this case would be 
better used supporting other pipeline resistance happening around the country.  

 
● Through its focus on the HRC, this petition is a moment where GetEQUAL is seeking to 

provide national level queer organizing, yet it is unclear how this petition directly benefits 
queers and the other marginalized groups which GetEQUAL claims to center.  

 
● The petition decenters local radical organizing in favour of attention to the work of a 

large, well-funded national organization that has never claimed to seek the kind of social 
justice that queer radical groups still fight for.  

 
As we enter a Trump presidency, GJ welcomes the resurgent interest in transformative politics 
and work that seeks to shift the economic, political and social structures that marginalize and kill 
so many of us. This is encouraging, but criticising a national, mainstream organization (HRC) 
that is simply following the mandate of its wealthy donors takes us nowhere near radical change 
and redistribution; it only makes us all pawns in the power struggle between large LGBT groups.  
 
GJ urges radicals to attend first to those on the ground and at the front lines in our communities. 
In Chicago, we have seen the shutdown of Citibank’s Lincoln Park branch by a coalition that 
included Lifted Voices, Autonomous Tenants Union, and the American Indian Center. In Illinois, 
Illinois Water Protectors have initiated direct actions at pipelines sites in the state. As Standing 
Rock has demonstrated, direct action at the sites of pipeline construction is crucial and GJ 
encourages GetEQUAL and others acting in solidarity with Standing Rock to center their energy 
on these front lines. 
 

https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/hrc-stop-pinkwashing-wells-fargo

