
 

October 13, 2014 

James A. Pardo 

Chairman of the Board 

Chautauqua Institution 

P.O. Box 28 

1 Ames Ave. 

Chautauqua, NY 14722 

Dear Mr. Pardo, 

As one of our nation’s oldest and most active preservation organizations, The Landmark Society of Western New York would like to 

convey to you our concern with the proposed Chautauqua Amphitheater project. Our concern rests on the premise that as a 

National Historic Landmark, such rehabilitation projects should carefully follow the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 

Rehabilitation. The current proposal to demolish the bulk of the Historic Amphitheater and replace it with a modern replica is simply 

not in keeping with established and accepted preservation standards. For such a revered historic site to engage in active demolition 

of a historic structure is disappointing and alarming. If demolished as planned, this central site will have a negative impact on the 

greater National Historic Landmark of Chautauqua. 

The Landmark Society joins the larger preservation community in recognizing the need to modernize not only our historic theaters, 

but to modernize our historic building stock so that they can continue to play an important role in our societal fabric. Historic 

buildings are not static icons, but are a reminder that our past plays a crucial role in developing our futures. With this said, we 

acknowledge the potential need to modernize certain aspects of the Chautauqua Amphitheater. However, there are countless 

examples all over the nation of historic theaters, buildings and even landscapes, which have undergone sympathetic and appropriate 

alteration – projects that are incredibly complex and challenging. We encourage you to be ever-mindful of the central import that 

the Amphitheater has on the entire Chautauqua Historic District, to ensure that the Amphitheater’s historic integrity be preserved as 

the Institution’s needs evolve. 

Our organization appreciates Chautauqua Institution’s long and careful stewardship of its historic and unique building stock. The site 

is truly an American treasure. For this reason we strongly encourage you to engage in a greater and more in-depth study of the 

needs associated with the decisions to modernize the Amphitheater.  We further encourage you to develop a new plan that places 

accepted historic preservation practices at its core. With such a plan, we are confident that evolving needs will be met with an 

appropriate preservation project. 

Sincerely, 

 

Wayne Goodman 

Executive Director 

 

cc:    Mary Nicosia, President, The Landmark Society of Western New York 

         Tom Becker, President, Chautauqua Institution 

         Steve Percy, Chairman, Chautauqua Foundation 

 


