On the hunt for new
storytelling talent

The shortlist for our
children’s fiction

Amanda Craig. But
who will win the
publishing deal?

The Times/Chicken House Childrens
Fiction Competition has become an
annual treasure hunt for talent. Barry
Cunningham was famously the one editor
at Bloomsbury who accepted a manuscript
from theunknown J. K. Rowling. Now with
his own successful publishing house, hehas
joined forces with The Times to find other
new children’s authors to publish alongside
the likes of Cornelia Funke, Heather Dyer

TheauthorSophie Green »
The book TheLastGiant
Thisisanatmosphericthriller abouta
clumsy.overgrown boy called Howard
Bloom, who discoversthat he hasbeen
linkedtoagrumpy gargoyleand charged
withfinding the al-important Bloodstone.
Anew home,awisa raven, twinsanda
creepy houseall deepenthemystery.
Sophie Green, alibrarianand formeriya
zoolegist, found inspiration by reading
“amazingchildren’s books eachday”

Theauthor Astrid Holm
The book My-Canterbury Tale
Chaucer'smost famousworkistakenasa
starting pointfor this dramatic historical
romance. The narrator, Rosamund, is
Chaucersniece by marriage, but herlifeis
blighted by bastardy.andacruel
half-brother. When hersister Alyson marries
Chaucer's brother, Absalom, she hopesto
findfreedomand lovein London:.

Astrid Holm has always beenfascinated
by the medieval period and, like her heroine,
grewup by the RiverSevern.

: TheauthorKateGriffin
: Thebook Ptolemy’s Secret

. Ptolemy’s Secretisanabsorbing magical
: tale setinthetimeof Charles|l,inwhich
: Tiryear-old Jemand his mysterious,

: mind-speakingfriend. Ptolemy, battle

: simisteraristocraticforces. .

" TheauthorKieranLarwood
! Thebook Plumpscuttle’s Peculiars

: Thisisanother tale setinlong-ago London.
: ltshairy heroineisboughtfor

: Plumpscuttlesfreak show. butthe troupe

i hasasecretlifeasdetectivesinvestigating
' mysteriousdisappearancesalongthe

: Thames. The bond of sympathy between

. thePeculiarsstandsthemingood stead,

! astheyrealisethattheyareupagainst

! twoenemiesinanunusualmystery.

and Kevin Brooks. There is nothing quite
like this competition, which gives budding
authorsthe chance to leap-frog the daunt-
ing slush-piles of manuscripts on agents’
and publishers’ desks, and secure a world-
wide publishing contract. _

EachyearBarry and histeam go through
about 2,000 entries from a huge number of
different age groups and professions to
draw up a shortlist of five potential win-
ners. Thenusjudges (seven children’slitera-
ture experts, including the top agent Neil
Blairand the beloved Gruffalo author Julia
Donaldson) read the five manuscripts and
meetupforaday ofheated debate, notleayv-
ingtheroom untilwe have awinner.

So far, we have struck gold every year.
First, we had the gripping post-apocalyptic
fantasy Flood Child, by Emily Diamand,
then Sophia Bennett’s Threads, about a
young African refugee’s adventures in
fashion, and last year, Muncle Trogg, Janet
Foxley’s witty story of an undersized giant,
which was recently selected for Richard

Kate Griffinwas inspired by passing

: StPaul’s Cathedral onesnowy nightand

: wonderingaboutwhathad beenthere

. peforethe GreatFire,.andalsoby working
¢ parttimeinSir JohnSoang's Museumin

: London. Sheworksfor the Society forthe
: Protectionof Ancient Buildings.

: Theauthor June Taylor

: ThebookLovelyMe,Lovely You

: Lovely Me Lovely Youisforteenagers, but

: theheroine, Nathalie hasmore problems

¢ thanmost. Notonly doesshe hateher

: work-obsessed, attractive mother, butsheis
: incounseliing after attacking another girl at
i schoolandshaving herhair off. Theonly

: brightspotinher life is her disabled brother,
! George butasthenovelprogresseswe

! |earnthatthereissomething evenodder

¢ abouthimthanindicated.

’ﬂqz. Tinnes
levied

and Judy Children’s Book Club. Diamand
and Bennett have already published se-
quels, and Foxley is busy turning Muncle’s
exploits into a series. Even our runners-up
have made waves: Pat Walsh, shortlisted
for the 2008 prize, is about to publish her
second novel, The Crowfield Demon.

Now we have five more hopefuls — you
can read extracts from their novels at
thetimes.co.uk/chickenhouse and leave a
comment to tell us what you think. Will
your favourite win? You'llhave fowaituntil
March 19tofind out.

' ! KieranlLarwoodisthe only maleteacher
: inaprimaryschoolonthelsleof Wight — his
‘ atmospherictaleisnodoubtinformed by
: beinganoddmanout. g

June Taylor hasan MA Inscriptwriting,a

careerintelevisionand hasalsoworked
: for ChildLine. Her portraitof adolescent
anguishimakes forahauntingtale.

: Readextractsfromthefive

: booksshortlisted forthe

i 2011 Times/ChickenHouse

: Children’sFiction Competition
: thetimes.co.uk/chickenhouse

To orderbooks at discounted prices
andwith free p&p call 08452712134
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