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Warm greetings from the Nanyang Primary School Parent-Teacher Association 
aka PTA! We hope you had a good 2015. To all the 2015 P6 students and parents 
– I’m sure you’re glad the year and ‘those exams’ are behind you!

As usual, there had been a series of activities this year, starting with the P1 
Orientation and ending with the Family Matters @ School for Dads sports day. 
Every year for 22 years, parents have tirelessly worked and generously donated 
to ensure that events are well-organised, year after year. A huge thank you goes 
out to the PTA Exco members and all parents, past and present. None of these 
activities would have been successfully run without you. 

On the governance side of things, the PTA Constitution was amended in March 
2015.  One of the main changes is the inclusion of a Credo. It reaffirms  the PTA’s 
three-pronged focus:

1. enriching the holistic development of the children
2. providing parents with a meaningful and fun volunteering experience, and
3. enhancing the wellbeing of teachers and staff.

Therefore, we are continually working to improve on the events that we organise 
or support. If you have any feedback for us, we’d be very happy to hear from you: 
rsvp.nypspta@gmail.com. 

The rest of the Credo reminds us to value and respect and teachers and staff 
of the school, as well as all parents, whether or not they are members of the 
PTA. Sometimes, in our eagerness to provide what we think is the best for our 
children, we make the mistake of thinking that those who disagree with us are 
being oppositional or difficult. Chances are, they are also trying to do what they 
think is best for the children, just that our perspectives or priorities differ.

Looking forward, other than the regular annual events, we are also working on 
enhancing our website and communication channels. And as always, we are 
looking for volunteers to plan and organise in advance, as well as volunteers to 
help out on the day of the events. If you would like to help with, or find out more 
about, anything that we are doing, please do drop us an email.

When I’m out and about, and I see a child looking at me, I would usually ask them 
if they are from Nanyang Primary School. I have started quite a few conversations, 
be it at the Botanical Gardens or along Orchard Road, because the children are excitedly pulling their parents towards me while grinning broadly. 

Most of us who volunteer would have a few favourite snapshots of interactions with the children which make us smile from inside out, and which make all the 
hard work seem like child’s play. I hope you’ll join us for the next activity, so the whole school can smile as one.

Warmest wishes,

Tan Joo Hymn
President
Executive Committee 2015-2017

President’s Message

Committee Members
Mdm Fiona Goh
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To contact us:
For membership matters – membership@nypspta.com
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Website: www.nypspta.com
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This year, the whole school was finally reunited at King’s Road Campus (KRC) and the new Coronation Road Campus (CRC)! Students are enjoying the new 
facilities and extra space available at CRC.

The Floral Harmony this year was held in school for the first time, using the Indoor Sports Hall and Indoor Basketball Court at CRC. Mr Christopher de Souza 
was the guest of honour, and we were very grateful for the support of Ulu Pandan Community Club. Residents visited the school and also participated in 
flower arrangement activities.

The Mid-Autumn Festival this year was also different from the past. Activities and performances were spread out between the two campuses, creating a lively 
and relaxed atmosphere.

For the Teachers’ Day lunch, teachers and staff were appreciative of the colour-coordinated decorations, and the efforts of all the parents involved with the 
celebrations. There were beautifully decorated cup cakes, hand-made desserts as well as copious amounts of healthy fruits!

We are grateful to parent volunteers for taking the time to organise and help out at school events, so that our students can have a more holistic education.

To all the P6 students and parents, we wish you all the best in future endeavours as you soar to greater heights!

To all other students and parents, we look forward to working with you in the years to come, to make Nanyang Primary School an even better school!

Principal’s
Message
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P O r i i o ne n at t1
2 0 1 5The Primary One Orientation this year was perhaps also a min-orientation 

for Primary Two and Three children, who had been at the Toh Tuck 

Campus the last two years. There were potentially three cohorts who were 

new to the large campus, and Primary Five and Six students who were 
new to the Coronation Road campus.

However, we needn’t have worried, for all but the Primary Ones seemed 

quite at home. And even the little ones settled in quickly. This was the 

first time, after a break of two years while at Toh Tuck Campus, the P1 

students had the benefit of a P5 buddy. Most P1s seemed to bask in the 

attention, while the older children were seen trying their best to show their 
little buddies the ropes.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, the thank you concert for parents featured at least 

three performances of ‘Let It Go’ from the cartoon ‘Frozen’!

There was a more relaxed schedule for the parent volunteers, as their help 

wasn’t needed for some activities. There were smiles all round at the end 

of the three days, it was tiring but rewarding!

2015 PTA News2015 PTA News
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Cookie baking demonstration was held at KRC on 3rd Feb 2015. As usual, 
parents came together and set up stalls including pineapple tarts, jiao zi, love 
letters and other traditional CNY cookies. This year we had an additional item 
of bak kwa at the last minute. We were very blessed with parents sponsoring 
large amount of it which enabled our kids to thoroughly enjoyed the event. 
The students got to make their own pineapple tarts, tang yuen and jiao zi. It 
was an memorable event and made possible only by the full support of many 
wonderful parents

and

Chinese New Year
Goodies

Tasting

Demonstration
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Parent
Volunteer

Appreciation
Brunch

In appreciation of our parent volunteers’ support and contribution for the 
year, PTA organised a tea party at the library this year on 23rd February 
2015, after the Kai Nian Celebration. It was a great bonding platform for all 

members of the Nanyang Family.

As in past year, PTA sponsored a Lion Dance Troupe to perform 
the dance and cai jing which was enjoyed by all teaching staff, 

our pupils and parents who came on this special day. The Lion 
Dance Troupe of Nanyang Girls’ High came too to join in the 

celebrations.

2015 PTA News
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The Teacher’s Day lunch was held on 2 September.
In addition to all teachers and non-teaching staff, CCA 
coaches and instructors, and retired teachers were 
also invited. There was a delicious Thai buffet. Parents 
also contributed delectable desserts like cupcakes 
individually hand-decorated on the spot! The invitation 
cards and table flower displays were also all 
hand-made by parent volunteers. Small gestures to 
express our thanks to the teachers!

The Sub-Committee took into account feedback given 
by teachers and planned a very simple programme. 
Ms Andrea Chow was fantastic as MC, fluent in both 
languages. She presented the Sub-Committee’s 
interpretation of the significance of roses, with help from 
four students. Mr Wilson Kwa and Gao Xiaoliang Laoshi 
serenaded their colleagues with their beautiful voices.

A generous parent had donated gift vouchers which 
enabled a lucky draw to be organised. That added to 
the atmosphere as several sporting teachers provided 
appropriate “sound effects” – gasps, sighs, cheers and of 
course, lots of clapping!

Teacher’s Day Lunch



It is very much part of Chinese culture to 
serve tea to one’s teachers and elders as 
a sign of respect and gratitude. Mrs Lee 
started this meaningful tradition at NYPS 
three years ago. 

Some students marched purposefully 
towards their teachers, some walked shyly 

with their heads down, but all served their 
teachers a warm cup of tea. Students also 

served tea to non-teaching staff, as well as the 
parent volunteers that were helping out. Truly, it 

takes a village to raise a child!

Tea Ceremony
For Teachers

2015 PTA News
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Chinese Culture

Fortnight - 

DemonstrationDumpling

for P5

This year PTA organised the Tang Yuen demonstration for all P5 pupils held in school canteen on 25th 
February 2015.It was greatly supported by parents who came to make and cook up delicious tasting tang 
yuen for our pupils to try.

We were privileged to have the sponsorship of ready- made tang yuen from our generous parent which 
allowed the other level of kids to try during all the recesses. It was a great bonding time for all of us who 
came to this event.

This year like before, 
the PTA organised six coffee 

mornings with the principal in late January and 
early February, one for parents of each level. The 
coffee mornings were a more informal setting 
with a maximum of 20 participants each. All 
sessions were very fruitful with parents asking 

for clarifications and many suggestions 
were given. It was a good opportunity 

for clearer and more open 
communications with 

Mrs Lee.

Coffee Morning
with the Principal
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In conjunction with SG50, on Friday 18th September evening, NYPS 
celebrated this year’s Mid-Autumn Festival with a twist. 

As with previous years, this year’s Mid-Autumn Festival was organised jointly 
with Ulu Pandan Community Centre. The residents and stakeholders of the 
community were invited for a great get-together in the school to enjoy the 
spirit of sharing, caring and to showcase a small piece of our cultural heritage.

Besides the usual performances by various CCA groups, 猜灯迷 and mid-
autumn goodies tasting such as mooncakes, tea, pomelos, mini yam and 
ling jiao, we also had stalls setup by parents that showcased heritage food 
and games that we played during our growing up years. Families spent a 
wonderful evening bonding with our children, teaching them the simple 

pleasures in life without technology. 

One of stall that caught our attention was the tea serving by the children 
to their parents. This was an opportunity to teach our children to show 
appreciation to their parents. The children could also pen their appreciation in 

a Thank You book mark for their parents. 

The atmosphere was one of festivity, joy and excitement.

Our PTA parents also came in the afternoon to help cut mooncakes, peel 
pomelos, prepare tea, etc before the Festival started. 

花好月圆，月圆人团圆。今年的中秋庆祝会，南洋大家庭的成员
和乌鲁班丹联络所一起共镶盛举，合办中秋庆祝会。各方人士齐
聚一堂，学校大楼熙熙攘攘的尽是人，好不热闹。每个人脸上都

浮现出开心的笑容。

这次中秋庆祝会，除了华乐团、古筝团和武术队都参与演出，大
家也在露天广场观赏变脸，舞狮舞龙表演和猜灯谜。那晚还有家
长设立的游戏摊位，有着许多我们儿时玩过的有趣游戏和活动，
大家都玩得乐不思蜀。肚子饿了，还有月饼、中国茶，芋头，菱
角和柚子供大家品尝。那晚，还有一个很特别的敬茶仪式，让孩
子敬茶给父母，感谢父母的养育之恩。孩子也可以把感谢词写在

书签上送给父母和老师。

在中秋节柔美月光的伴随下，在一个没有科技设备的晚上，家长
与孩子分享了生活中简单的快乐，渡过了一个美好夜晚。

家长教师协会的许多家长都抽空前来帮忙，切月饼、剥柚子，
泡茶等。大家虽然很忙碌，但都乐在其中。

Mid-Autumn
Festival Celebrations

2015 PTA News
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Because FAMILY Matters
Our family is the anchor in our lives, bringing us love, joy and warmth. Our family 
supports us, keeps us rooted and gives meaning to our existence. A happy family 
does not just happen. It takes effort and commitment.

FamilyMatters@School – an initiative funded by Ministry of Social and Family 
Development – equips parents, young adults and children with skills to nurture 
positive family relationships. Working closely with schools, parent support groups and 
parent volunteers so that parents can easily get access to family life programmes that 
help them better connect with their children.
Nanyang Primary School is proud to be part of this journey, which started some 12 
years ago! School PTA has been actively (i.e. FamilyMatters@School coordinator sits 
in PTA Exco) involved to ensure the success of this programme.

Family Life Education (FLE) Events/Talks
FamilyMatters@School organised FLE events/talks in school such as P1 Transition/
Parenting Talks, P1 Parents Networking Sessions, Di Zi Gui workshops; and supported 
national seminars such as Singapore Parenting Congress, Marriage Convention and 
etc.; covering various aspects of parenting, character development and marriage.

This year, new workshops such as bilingual Di Zi Gui and Parenting with Confidence 
were organized to give parents a wider variety of choices.v

Coming Up Next …..
Come 2016, parents can expect the introduction of Evidence Based Programme 
(EBP) such as Positive Parenting Programme (PPP) and SignPosts. EBP 
attempts to equip parents with the skills and knowledge in a proactive and 
targeted approach – catching specific issues and solving them early!
Do keep a look out for coming FamilyMatters@School events/talks.
Updates will be communicated via class blogs, school notice boards, PTA 
E-Notices. Event registration can be done online. Otherwise, forms are usually 
available at the school General Office.
In case you would like to hear certain FLE topics, feel free to let us know!
Remember - Good family relationships do not just happen. They require time 
and effort.

Contact Us
Eric GUAN
FamilyMatters@School
Mobile: (65) 9764 8043
Email: rsvp.nypssfe@gmail.com
or any of the school PTA Exco-members. We are most happy to hear from you!

Family Matters School@
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The Family Matters@School for Dads Sports Day was held at Kings Road Camous for the first time on Sat 14 Nov 2015.  It is an annual event at Nanyang 
Primary School.  This year was the 3rd edition with the first two held at the school’s temporary campus at Toh Tuck Road.

This is a popular event on the school calendar as more and more fathers become actively involved in the lives of their children.  Also, there is a greater 
awareness to lead a balanced lifestyle – one where exercise is an integral and indispensable part.

The turnout for this sports day has been increasing year on year and this year, in attendance were 80 fathers and almost 100 NYPS students of various 
levels.  This was a record turnout and we hope to attract a larger group of fathers and their children when we run it again in 2016.

 As we had the whole school field to work with, there was a wider range of activities this time.  

Activities included:

•Running race around the school track
•Basketball
•Captain’s Ball
•Dodgeball
•Football

Father and child were teamed up and they rotated through the various stations.  
Staff from an external vendor specializing in children sport manned these stations.  
As it was a very warm day, frequent water breaks were taken.

We concluded the day’s event with a very fun, enjoyable and wet water fight.

Family Matters @ School for Dads

2015 PTA News
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This year SG50 saw a series of celebration of Racial Harmony over 

a period of 4 weeks from July till August. PTA helped to organise this 

joyous event with different themes. We started off with typical Chinese 

activities and went on to highlight Malay traditional activities. This was 

done in order to raise the awareness and interest for our pupils to 

understand the importance as well as significance of our unique multi-

racial country. The pupils enjoyed themselves through the different 

games stations and sampled food from different ethnic groups.

Harmony
Day

Racial
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The PTA had successfully organized the 1st Parents’ Support Group (PSG) Appreciation & Networking Night on Friday, 30th October 

2015, at the school hall. The event was well attended by more than 180 guests including parents, coaches, instructors, teacher-in-

charged and students from various CCA groups such as Badminton, Basketball, Athletics, Football, Track & Field, Gymnastics, Chinese 

Dance, Green Club and the Chinese Orchestra. This number far exceeded our initial target of 100. The main objectives of the event is to 

acknowledge and to appreciate the contributions, assistance and support made by fellow parent volunteers, coaches, staff and friends to 

the school. The PTA also hopes to create a light-hearted platform for networking and sharing experiences for parent volunteers as most 

are usually busy and may not have a chance get to know each other.

The guests were each given a door gift sponsored by the Management Institute of Singapore upon signing in. After the opening speech 

by the PTA President, Ms Tan Joo Hymn and the Principal Mrs Lee, the guests were ushered to a sumptuous buffet dinner with Latin 

songs played to spice up the atmosphere. While the adults were still enjoying their food and busy networking, the Basketball teacher-

in-charge, Mr Eugene Ng, was very kind to take the children away from the parents to the Interactive Room for movie while leaving the 

adults to enjoy the rest of the evening undisturbed. The Head of CCA, Ms Mae Yang together with all other CCA teachers-in-charged 

also presented their respective CCA progress and achievements to the guests and not forgetting to take the opportunity to express their 

sincere appreciations to their parent volunteers for supporting, helping and assisting in the CCAs all these years.

The event was wrapped up by Mrs Lee appealing and encouraging to all CCA groups to include a “Social Outreach” programme as 

part of their core mission and activities to make the children’s experiences in the CCA groups more enriching. After that, Certificates of 

Appreciation were presented to a representative of each CCA Parent Support Group and a group photo was taken. The guests left at 

9.30pm and were looking forward to returning for more next event. Amidst the fun and joy of the event, the school together with her parent 

volunteers celebrated another year of achievement and success. Well done Nanyang parent volunteers!

NYPS Appreciation NightParent Support Group (PSG)

2015 PTA News
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We are proud to share on a successful first step to a series of regular community outreach activities 
by the PTA and Nanyang family!  Our principal, Mrs. Lee, led a group of teachers, parents, students 
and ex-students from NYPS and their families on a door-to-door visit to the Chin Swee Estate on 20th 
September 2015, together with the KHA volunteer group. 

During this visit, we visited approximately 300 households in Blocks 51 and 52, which comprise 1- and 
2-room rented flats predominantly resided by elderlies.

Objectives of the visit were : 

-Spread the joy of the mid autumn festival where we gave out mooncakes and pomelos

-Provide simple services to the residents

-Understand their living conditions and surface any pressing needs

We are very heartened by the enthusiastic response with more than 30 families signing up for this 
event.  A big Thank You to all!
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Floral Harmony @ Nanyang 2015 was conducted at the school’s new Indoor 
Sports Hall on 22 – 25 July 2015.  As the event was held in school, it was 
possible for more pupils to visit the exhibition. There was also increased variety of 
activites to enrich pupils’ learning, and more community involvement. A big thank 
you to the PTA and all parent volunteers!

More than 3,000 visitors visited the floral creations, including overseas visitors.  A 
new record was set on the number of school competitors. Community Outreach 
Workshops were conducted for the Canossian School, Madrasah School pupils 
and residents.  Besides the floral exhibits, Chinese Art Exhibition by the Life Art 
Society and SG50 exhibits on the Singapore history and its achievement intrigued 
all the visitors.

Working in collaboration with Ulu Pandan Community Club on PAssionArts Festival  
for the first time on 25 July 2015, there were art-making and calligraphy booths, 
bouncing castle, dance & calligraphy 
performances, photograph-taking booth, 
lucky draws and community singing. 
MP Mr Christopher de Souza graced the 
event.

2015 PTA News
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