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How	  do	  we	  assess	  children’s	  learning	  now?	  

The tracking of every child’s progress is ongoing in 
lessons and through teacher assessments and testing.  
 
Teachers carry out formative assessment and also 
summative assessment (e.g. such as SATs tests) 
 
For the most part this will not change as we need to 
assess what our children understand in order to plan our 
lessons. 



What	  were	  the	  changes	  in	  September	  2015?	  

As a result of the introduction of the new 
National Curriculum in 2014, the Standards and 
Testing Agency (STA) is changing the tests so 

that they assess the new curriculum.  
 

Pupils will take the new tests for the first time in 
May 2016.  



The new National Curriculum does not 
have levels of attainment, but instead 

has ‘expectations’ children are required 
to meet at each banding. 

National Curriculum Levels e.g Level 2, Level 4b etc. will 
cease to exist.  
 
There has been no nationally agreed new system. 
 
Therefore, at this point in time, schools will be able to 
choose their own arrangements, although they will still 
have to track attainment and progress and report it to 
parents.	  

No 
more 
levels 

	  Attainment will be reported as being below, at, 
or above Age Related Expectations (ARE).  



“As	  part	  of	  our	  reforms,	  we	  have	  not	  
replicated	  a	  system	  of	  naEonal	  curriculum	  
levels	  in	  the	  new	  programmes	  of	  study.	  
Levels	  were	  intended	  to	  provide	  a	  
universal	  framework	  to	  ensure	  that	  
schools	  were	  measuring	  aAainment	  
and	  progress	  consistently.	  	  	  But,	  over	  
Eme,	  it	  became	  clear	  that	  the	  level	  
descriptors,	  which	  were	  not	  closely	  related	  
to	  curriculum	  content,	  were	  ambiguous	  and	  
open	  to	  different	  interpretaEons.”	  	  
Performance descriptors for use in key stage 1 
and 2 statutory teacher assessment for 2015 / 
2016   
October 2014 	  

	  
The	  DfE	  sets	  

the	  
standards	  …	  
teachers	  

decide	  how	  
to	  do	  their	  

own	  
assessment.	  

	  

Level Descriptors 



“There	  will	  conEnue	  to	  be	  statutory	  naEonal	  tests	  (with	  results	  as	  a	  scaled	  score)	  
and	  teacher	  assessments	  (using	  new	  performance	  descriptors)	  at	  the	  end	  of	  key	  
stages	  1	  and	  2	  in	  key	  subjects.	  “	  
Performance descriptors for use in key stage 1 and 2 statutory teacher assessment for 
2015 / 2016   
October 2014 	  

NATIONAL	  STATUTORY	  TESTING	  	  	  

The new tests consist of: 
English reading Paper 1: combined reading prompt and answer booklet 
English reading Paper 2: reading booklet and reading answer booklet 
English grammar, punctuation and spelling Paper 1: spelling 
English grammar, punctuation and spelling Paper 2: questions 
mathematics Paper 1: arithmetic 
mathematics Paper 2: reasoning 
There is no longer a test for English writing.  This will be done through 
teacher assessment.	  



Monday 9 May English reading test, reading booklet and 
associated answer booklet. 

Tuesday 10 May 

English grammar, punctuation and spelling test, 
Paper 1, short answer questions. 
 
English grammar, punctuation and spelling test, 
Paper 2, spelling. 

Wednesday 11 May 
Mathematics, Paper 1, arithmetic test.  
 
Mathematics, Paper 2, reasoning. 

Thursday 12 May Mathematics Paper 3, reasoning. 

The tests must be taken on the scheduled day. 



Scaled Scores 

Schools are changing the way the tests are reported. 
 
From 2016, we will use scaled scores to report national 
curriculum test outcomes.  
 
Headteachers won’t need to change the way their school 
prepares for, or administers, the tests because of the 
introduction of scaled scores.  
 
Within key stages, schools and teachers will have the 
freedom to assess what pupils understand and can do in a 
way that best suits the needs of their school. 

100 



Scaled scores will help test results to be reported 
consistently from one year to the next.  
 
Scaled scores maintain their meaning over time so that 
two pupils achieving the same scaled score on two 
different tests will have demonstrated the same 
attainment. For example, on the scale 100 will always 
represent the ‘national standard’.  However, due to the 
small differences in difficulty between tests, the ‘raw 
score’ (ie the total number of correct responses) that 
equates to 100 might be different (though similar) each 
year. 
 
The scale will have a lower end point below 100 and an 
upper end point above 100. Once the national standard 
is set a statistical technique called ‘scaling’ will be used 
to transform the raw score into a scaled score.  These 
will be published after the first tests have been 
administered. 

100 



A pupil’s scaled score will be based on their raw score. The raw 
score is the total number of marks a pupil receives in a test, 
based on the number of questions they answered correctly. The 
pupil’s raw score will be translated into a scaled score using a 
conversion table.  
 
A pupil who achieves the national standard will have 
demonstrated sufficient knowledge in the areas assessed by the 
tests. This will mean that they are well placed to succeed in the 
next phase of their education.  
 
The old national curriculum levels are not relevant to the new 
national curriculum. However, in order to provide schools with 
some indication of the new standards, the DfE has tried to 
indicate equivalence in a broad sense.  They have indicated that 
at KS1 the national standard will roughly equate to an old level 
2b. At KS2 this will roughly equate to an old level 4b. Otherwise, 
they have stated, levels and scaled scores will not be comparable. 



Key stage 2 tests 
Each pupil registered for the tests will receive: 
•  a raw score (number of raw marks awarded) 
•  a scaled score 
•  confirmation of whether or not they attained the 

national standard 

Key stage 1 tests 
For 2016 KS1 tests, conversion tables will be 
published on GOV.UK by the end of May 2016.  
Teachers will use these to calculate the scaled score 
for Year 2 pupils. 

	  There will be no level 6 tests for pupils who can demonstrate high attainment. 
 There won’t be separate tests for the most able pupils from 2016. Instead a test 
is being  developed so that there is scope for higher attaining pupils to show their 
strengths.  (Mastery Level) 



How	  will	  the	  changes	  affect	  our	  school?	  

•  We will still carry out summative assessments 
regularly 

 
•  These assessments help us to track attainment and 

progress 

•  Teachers share information about children’s 
assessments when they move classes 

•  We will identify groups of children and individual 
children, who may need further support or challenge 

•  We will continue to report to parents (and 
governors) 



What	  have	  we	  done	  	  
The	  REAch2	  Non-‐NegoEable	  Milestones	  
	  
•  A	  trust-‐wide	  system	  has	  been	  devised	  which	  uses	  non-‐negoEable	  

milestones	  to	  assess	  and	  track	  the	  learning	  of	  pupils	  against	  the	  new	  
naEonal	  curriculum.	  

	  
•  The	  non-‐negoEable	  milestones	  are	  not	  to	  be	  used	  as	  a	  curriculum	  or	  

checklist	  that	  directly	  structures	  planning	  and	  teaching	  sequences.	  

•  The	  new	  assessment	  system	  using	  the	  non-‐negoEable	  milestones	  
recognises	  that	  the	  new	  naEonal	  curriculum	  is	  sufficiently	  challenging	  
for	  pupils	  and	  that	  schools	  should	  avoid	  aQempEng	  to	  accelerate	  
pupils	  in	  a	  narrow,	  linear	  fashion.	  

•  It	  is	  a	  non-‐algorithmic	  system,	  which	  recognises	  that	  not	  all	  outcomes	  
represent	  equivalent	  amounts	  of	  learning	  and	  does	  not	  pretend	  that	  
children	  progress	  in	  a	  nice,	  neat,	  straight	  line.	  



Assessing	  aAainment	  at	  any	  point	  in	  Eme	  –	  4	  judgements	  
	  
•  Working	  towards	  –	  Children	  are	  accessing	  the	  curriculum	  below	  the	  

expectaEons	  of	  their	  chronological	  age.	  They	  do	  not	  currently	  have	  the	  skills,	  
knowledge	  and	  understanding	  required	  to	  access,	  achieve	  or	  demonstrate	  
significant	  engagement	  with	  the	  assessment	  criteria.	  

•  Aspiring	  to	  Meet	  –	  Children	  are	  accessing	  the	  expectaEons	  of	  their	  
chronological	  year	  group,	  however	  are	  deemed	  not	  to	  be	  On-‐Track	  to	  meet	  
expectaEons	  fully	  by	  the	  end	  of	  the	  year	  without	  significant	  addiEonal	  support.	  
Children	  have	  demonstrated	  some	  capability	  of	  engaging	  with	  it	  but	  may	  need	  
specific	  intervenEon	  and	  /	  or	  addiEonal	  quality-‐first	  teaching	  in	  order	  to	  be	  
confidently	  assessed	  as	  On-‐Track.	  

•  On-‐Track	  to	  Meet	  –	  Children	  are	  On-‐Track	  to	  comprehensively	  aQain	  the	  S,K	  &	  U	  
of	  the	  assessment	  criteria	  by	  the	  end	  of	  the	  year.	  

•  Met	  –	  Children	  demonstrate	  they	  have	  mastered	  the	  S,K	  &	  U	  of	  the	  assessment	  
criteria	  required	  to	  apply	  them	  across	  a	  broad	  range	  of	  contexts.	  

For	  children	  with	  specific	  diagnosed	  SEND,	  teachers	  will	  retain	  the	  ability	  to	  dis-‐
apply	  criteria	  which	  are	  inappropriate	  to	  the	  child’s	  abili<es	  and	  developmental	  
needs.	  



KEY	  POINTS	  

The new National Curriculum does not have levels of attainment, 
but instead has ‘expectations’ children are required to meet at 

each banding (AGE RELATED EXPECTATIONS) 

The ‘new’ curriculum is more challenging and has 
an increased focus on developing children’s 

subject knowledge and skills. 

No 
levels 

The curriculum  is more 
knowledge based; meaning 

its focus is on knowing facts 
- we will STILL be 

developing skills and 
understanding.	  

Scaled 
Scores 



And	  Finally	  ….	  

This is a time of change for children, teachers and parents. It is not 
the first time (nor likely to be the last) that the curriculum has been 
changed.  
 
We will keep you updated so that you have a clearer picture of what, 
when and how your child will learn. 
 
As with all changes there are positive and less positive things about it.  
 
We will focus on ensuring that we incorporate the changes in such a 
way that our children will continue to thrive and progress not only 
academically but spiritually, morally and socially too. 
 
Our children remain at the heart of all we do as we take on the 
challenge of change.  


