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WHAT
IS 10X10 CLAPTON

The main target is to dissect and reveal the 

evolution of the current state of 10 selected 

buildings on Lower Clapton Road in Hackney, 

London. The buildings are selected due to 

their peculiar alteration in image and usage 

after their construction, some of them having 

remained empty for many years. 

Instead of focusing on written history  or 

activism, we take on an artistic approach: 

we ask artists to use fictional devices with 

a storytelling approach, in order to explore 

and expose the current and past reality of the 

selected buildings.

This project is initiated in the context of 

accelerated gentrification in the area in 

the past years, and it aims to trace back 

the process of the transformation of the 

buildings. We would like to see the buildings 

as living organisms undergoing a continuous 

organic process of change.

Current debates on cities’ development are 

dominated by ideas on gentrification, pop-up 

projects, and meanwhile uses. This trend 

is now highly visible in London, specifically 

in Northeast London where our project 

takes place. In theory, pop-up schemes are 

designed to generate social spaces such 

as galleries, markets, and bars, by altering 

temporarily their original functional intent.

However, we realise that the predominant 

stream of pop-up proposals usually disguise 

themselves as pseudo-social offers. By 

maintaining only the external appearance of 

the buildings, they fail to make permanent 

effects on the local communities. 

In contrast to the above described schemes, 

we add a new twist to the concept of “pop-up”:

we offer a mixed artistic-historical review of 

the true value of certain streets and buildings 

that are suffering from the transitory 

economic trends. 

The creation of art is a temporary action, 

but its introspective nature help us to 

answer the question: what else can we do 

in the transformation, if we cannot stop the 

transformation itself?   

10x10 Clapton is a collaborative initiative aiming 
to create an artistic visualisation of  the history of 
communities under fast transformation, a pilot 
project based on the concept of ‘Pop-up memory’.



HOW
DOES 10X10 CLAPTON WORK

Artists are invited to restore and portray the 
memory of a number of chosen key buildings within 
the community, including both current conditions 
and historical facts. The works will need to be 
storytelling-driven. 
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Ten emerging artists or groups working with 

diverse media and under all disciplines will 

deploy a set of hybrid strategies between the 

virtual and the physical realm. Thus each 

work, in the form of either performance and 

street arts or digital media, will attribute to a 

unique piece of video. 

Each artist will be given a tool kit, which 

includes:

↘ a building with its name, address, and a  

      video portrait

↘ a map showing urban interactions 

      amongst the selected buildings 

↘ a brief description of their historical 

      transformation

↘ a short narrative about the building

Each artist will try to discover the hidden 

link between the current and the past of the 

assigned building, and to unveil the personal 

stories behind their façades. They should 

consider three layers of meaning in their 

works: 1) the architecture (physical factor); 

2) the residents (social factor); 3) its current 

usage (intangible factor), including how 

these layers or factors have been changing 

throughout the years.

The cinematic composition of the new 

works will be based on the provided video 

portrait of the front façades of the selected 

buildings. Although the proposals may be 

multidisciplinary and open, the final format 

of the submitted works will contain only 

video (including sound) and text (including 

voiceover). Some of these actions may 

include: live music, sound design, spoken 

poetry, projection mapping, street art, 

contemporary dance, etc.

Our main working platform will be our 

website: www.pop-up-memory.org.uk. The 

site presents an interactive layout showing 

the selected 10 video works and a visual 

database consisting of a map, a timeline and 

historical facts of the buildings.

Parallel to online display, we will also 

present the works in other platforms such 

as gallery exhibition, book, walking tour, live 

performance, and screening. 

The same concepts could easily be 

implemented in other areas undergoing 

similar conditions of fast change.



GOALS
OF 10X10 CLAPTON
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WHAT DO WE WANT TO ACHIEVE?

Our goals include but are not limited to:

↘ To increase the transparency of 

the decision-making process over 

the buildings’ change of usage, and 

to encourage the local residents to 

exchange their visions and have a 

say in the transformation of the local 

community

↘ To enrich the collective imagery of 

the area, to appeal to the awareness 

of the local history, and to restore the 

“soul” of the places that have been 

overlooked

↘ To start a wider dialogue on how 

the currently empty buildings could be 

transformed in order to benefit the local 

community

↘ To potentially attract local investment 

and increase economic benefit

↘ To set up a general model of 

historical-artistic visualisation for small 

communities under fast transformation, 

and be able to replicate this concept into 

other areas of similar condition

Pop-Up Memory Projects should aim to inform, 
divulge and create awareness. They should therefore 
strive to unveil overlooked or ignored facets of the 
buildings, expanding their significance beyond their 
mere physical presence. They should be able to refill 
the often vulgarised and emptied shells of some 
buildings and areas, by bridging the unavoidable gaps 
created by either destruction or fast urban evolution.
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Address: 2 Lower Clapton Rd, E5 0PA
Construction Year: late 19th Century, 
Art Deco influence
Permitted Use/Status: Sui generi 
(listed Grade II) / CLOSED
Former Uses: Hackney Police Station

FORMER HACKNEY 
POLICE STATION
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Address: 39 Lower Clapton Rd, E5 0NU
Construction Year: c. 1897
Permitted Use/Status: Public (listed 
Grade II) / IN USE
Former Uses: Hackney Public Baths

KING’S HALL 
LEISURE CENTRE
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Address: 42 Lower Clapton Rd, E5 0PD
Construction Year: 19th Century, 
possibly late Victorian
Permitted Use/Status: Commercial 
ground floor / Residential upper 
floors / CLOSED
Former Uses: Pub and Lodging

FORMER THE LORD CECIL PUB
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Address: Powerscroft Rd, E5 0PU
Construction Year:  c. 1869
Permitted Use/Status: Public (listed 
Grade II) / IN USE
Former Uses: Christian Church

THE ROUND CHAPEL CENTRE 
FOR PERFORMING ARTS
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Address: 135 Lower Clapton Rd, E5 8EQ
Construction Year:  c. 1809
Permitted Use/Status: Commercial / 
IN USE
Former Uses: Pub

THE WINDSOR CASTLE PUB
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Address: Lower Clapton, London, E5 0RB
Construction Year: c. 1825
Permitted Use/Status: Public (listed 
Grade II) / IN USE
Former Uses: The London Orphan 
Asylum, Salvation Army

CLAPTON GIRL’S ACADEMY 
PORTICO
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Address: Millfields Road, E5 0RU
Construction Year: late 19th or early 
20th Century, Edwardian style
Permitted Use/Status: Residential / 
CLOSED
Former Uses: Clapton Public Toilets

FORMER PUBLIC TOILETS
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Address: 231 Lower Clapton Rd, E5 8EG
Construction Year:  c. 1896
Permitted Use/Status: Public / IN USE
Former Uses: Pub, Theatre, Cinema, 
Nightclub

ST. MARY OF ZION CHURCH
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Address: 231 Lower Clapton Rd, E5 8EG
Construction Year:  c. 1722
Permitted Use/Status: Commercial / 
IN USE
Former Uses: Pub, Nightclub

THE CLAPTON HART PUB
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Address: 38 Upper Clapton Road, E5 8BQ
Construction Year:  c. 1873
Permitted Use/Status: Commercial 
(locally listed) / IN USE
Former Uses: Victorian horse tram 
(Lea Bridge Tramway Depot)

THE OLD TRAM DEPOT CAFE
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1. Former Hackney Police Station
2. King’s Hall Leisure Centre 
3. Former The Lord Cecil Pub
4. The Round Chapel Centre for Performing Arts
5. The Windsor Castle Pub 
6. Clapton Girl’s Academy Portico 
7. Former Public Toilets 
8. St. Mary of Zion Church
9. The Clapton Hart Pub
10. The Old Tram Depot Cafe

Public / IN USE

Clapton 
Pond

Clapton 
Square

Commercial / IN USE

Sui generi / CLOSED

Commercial / CLOSED

Residential / CLOSED

1

5 4

3

6

8

9

7

10

2



10
POP-UP MEMORIES
CLAPTON

X10

NAME / ADDRESS

#1 Former Hackney 
Police Station

#2 King’s Hall 
Leisure Centre

#3 Former The 
Lord Cecil Pub

#4 The Round 
Chapel Centre for 
Performing Arts

CONSTRUCTION YEAR PERMITTED USE / 
STATUS

OWNER / AGENT FORMER USES / HISTORY

2 Lower Clapton 
Rd, E5 0PA

39 Lower Clapton 
Rd, E5 0NU

42 Lower Clapton 
Rd, E5 0PD

Powerscroft Rd, 
E5 0PU

late 19th Century, 
Art Deco influence

c. 1897

19th Century, 
possibly late 
Victorian

c. 1869

Sui generi (listed Grade 
II) / CLOSED

Public (listed Grade II) / 
IN USE

Commercial ground 
floor / Residential upper 
floors / CLOSED

Public (listed Grade II) / 
IN USE

Unknown; (2006-2013) 
Hackney Borough 
Council

Hackney Borough 
Council

Lord Cecil Properties Ltd

The Buildings Trust

Agent: Knight Frank

Agent: Greenwich 
Leisure Limited (GLL)

Agent: Symon Smith

Agent: n/a

(2006-2013) Hackney Police Station

(1897-1990s) Hackney Public Baths
Anecdotes:
∙ Architect Harnor and Pinches worked on the building 
between 1894 - 1897
∙ Bathes opening delayed by a legal dispute, and it 
opened in 1897
∙ 150,000 persons used the baths in the first 5 months 
of opening 
∙ Plans to demolish the baths in the late 1930s and 
late 1960s were not pursued

(?-2006) The Lord Cecil; (2010) obtained permission to 
convert the ground floor and basement of the three-
storey Victorian pub building into commercial space 
and construct flats above; (2010) new plan application 
submitted

(1870s-1980s) The Clapton Park United Reformed 
Church, or Round Chapel
Anecdotes:
∙ The church was closed, and worship continued in the 
school buildings facing onto Powerscroft Road
∙ Built to serve the needs of an expanding 
congregation in the 1870s, it proved too large for the 
1980s congregation and a substantial drain on their 
limited resources
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#5 The Windsor 
Castle Pub

#6 Clapton Girl’s 
Academy Portico

#7 Former Public 
Toilets

#8 St. Mary of Zion 
Church

135 Lower Clapton 
Rd, E5 8EQ

Lower Clapton, 
London, E5 0RB

Millfields Road, 
E5 0RU

231 Lower Clapton 
Rd, E5 8EG

c. 1809

c. 1825

late 19th or early 
20th Century, 
Edwardian style

c. 1896

Commercial / IN USE

Public (listed Grade II) / 
IN USE

Residential / CLOSED

Public / IN USE

TBC

Hackney Borough 
Council

UNKNOW

TBC

Agent: n/a

Agent: n/a

Agent: n/a 

Agent: St Mary of Tserha 
Sion

(1809-1919) The Windsor Castle Pub; (? - 2012) The 
Windsor Castle Pub

 (1825-1867) The London Orphan Asylum; (1882-
1970) The Salvation Army; (2006 - 2010) The Portico 
City Learning Centre; (2010-2011) Clapton Girls’ 
Technology College
Anecdotes:
∙ In 1975 the majority of the building was demolished 
leaving only the Portico and the colonnade wings
∙ In 1999 a temporary installation by Turner Prize 
winning artist Martin Creed stimulated public interest 
in the building. Work No.203, a large neon text 
installed on the front of the Portico read “Everything is 
Going to be Alright”.

Clapton Public Toilets

(1896-1910) assembly/function room to the pub 
White Hart; (1910-1919) the Clapton Cinematograph 
Theatre; (1919-?) the Kennninghall Cinema; (?-2006) 
Palace Pavilion nightclub; (2006-2008) part of Chimes 
Bar

NAME / ADDRESS CONSTRUCTION YEAR PERMITTED USE / 
STATUS

OWNER / AGENT FORMER USES / HISTORY
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#9 The Clapton 
Hart Pub

#10 The Old Tram 
Depot Cafe

231 Lower Clapton 
Rd, E5 8EG

38 Upper Clapton 
Rd, E5 8BQ

c. 1722

c. 1873

Commercial / IN USE

Commercial (locally 
listed) / IN USE

TBC

TBC

Agent: Antic Limited

Agent: TBC

(1722-1830s) pub; (1880s) White Hart pub; (2006-
2008) Chimes Bar
Anecdotes:
∙ A pub has been present on the site since 1722 
∙ The property has experienced two rebuilds – first in 
the 1830s and then again in the 1980s
∙ In 1896 a hall (now known as St. Mary of Zion 
Church) was built next door to the pub to be used as 
an assembly/function room
∙ The notorious murders allegedly made Lower 
Clapton Road the “most dangerous street in Britain” 
and lent it the unfortunate nickname “Murder Mile”

(1873-?) Victorian horse tram, part of Lea Bridge 
Tramway Depot (38 - 40 Upper Clapton Road, E5 8BQ)
Anecdotes:
∙ Several petitions opposing the demolition and re-
development plan on the site of the former Lea Bridge 
Tramway Depot in 2011
Britain” and lent it the unfortunate nickname “Murder 
Mile”

NAME / ADDRESS CONSTRUCTION YEAR PERMITTED USE / 
STATUS

OWNER / AGENT FORMER USES / HISTORY
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The attribute ‘pop-up’ refers to something 

that emerges suddenly from nowhere, 

generally an object that comes out almost

magically to spring up into our sight. It is 

commonly a very objectual term and due to 

its sudden nature tends to be materialised as

a small scale lightweight presence, born 

inside informal and quick processes.

On the other hand, the noun ‘memory’ 

generally expresses an almost opposite set 

of values or principles, and it is explored 

mainly by more formal and established 

disciplines.

Why are pop-up projects being so welcome 

and successful in the last few years?

Popup interventions, micro-interventions, 

temporary and meanwhile interventions, are all 

part of a same conceptual family. They all drink 

from the recently revisited relationship between 

Strategy and Tactics in the urban context.

While tactics used to be seen as an 

antagonistic guerrilla subject trying to blow 

up the institutional top-bottom alienating 

strategies (a terrorist cell whose arms are 

creativity and insolence, an arty David with 

pseudo-political aspirations trying to knock 

out bad old Goliath not with a sling but with 

cheeky poems), in the past years it seems 

as if both terms have arrived to some tacit 

agreement.

Either because the strategic defenders 

have seen the benefits of a certain level of 

symbiosis with smaller/faster agents, or 

because the tactic approach has started to 

recognise its limitations to alter the status 

quo effectively, lately they seem to have 

turned into a more collaborative and friendly 

(although not exempt of certain cynicism 

sometimes) dynamics.

Although there are still some purist voices 

that regard these deals as a hypocritical 

surrender to the system, this new semi-

collaborative perspective has produced the 

blurring of many boundaries considered 

sacred in the past, and nowadays we can find 

a huge abundance of hybrid initiatives where 

stakeholders of very diverse nature and size 

work together towards a common target.

‘Pop-up memory’ alludes to two very contrasting 
concepts: while ‘pop-up’ can be described as short, 
temporary, urgent, light, optimistic, liquid, banal, 
micro, sudden, rapid... and is part of an often artificially 
accelerated process; ‘memory’ is strongly linked to 
the notions of permanence, consciousness and care, 
soundness, fame and reputation, wisdom, parsimony, 
patience... and it is the product of the inexorable course 
of natural processes and the history of human being.



But what is exactly ‘pop-up memory’, and 

what a popup-memory project/intervention/

initiative? What are its defining attributes?

Pop-up memory has to do mostly with 

ephemeral, site-specific interventions 

where the author/artist becomes a mediator 

between the history of a place and its 

present, future and parallel lives.

A pop-up intervention thus will be able to 

expose, through an impermanent action 

consciously limited in its timeframe and 

scope:

a) a number of information layers that might 

have been forgotten, erased or hidden along 

the life of the place/building; or

b) imagined information that he wants 

to project over the object as a possible 

alternative reality,

c) or even both a) and b) simultaneously 

intertwined in a more organic (and probably 

more realistic) equilibrium.

Because of its crossbreed nature, pop-

up memory is also able to move quite 

comfortably between the realms of the 

physical and the virtual. New (old) information 

may be projected over the place/building 

in many different ways, from direct on-site 

performances through to stories published 

on a blog. It can be visual or entirely textual, 

but it is generally associated with some form 

of storytelling approach.

Pop-Up Memory Projects aim to inform, 

divulge and create awareness. They strive 

to unveil overlooked or ignored facets of an 

object, expanding its significance beyond its 

mere physical presence. They want to refill 

the often vulgarised and emptied shells 

of some buildings and areas, by bridging 

the unavoidable gaps created by either 

destruction or fast urban evolution.

As a bastard son of Memory, Pop-Up Memory 

Projects not only work with objects but also 

with absence as one of its main ingredients.

10
POP-UP MEMORIES
CLAPTON

X10



THANKS!
THE 10X10 CLAPTON (POP-UP MEMORIES) 

PROJECT WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

SHANSHAN CHEN                  

YE LI                  

ISRAEL HURTADO COLA

Concept, Research & Video

Concept, Visual & Design

Concept, Research & Architecture

10
POP-UP MEMORIES
CLAPTON

X10


