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This is the fifth time that the governments of the 
Americas meet to negotiate the Agreement on 
the Application of Principle 10 in Environmental 
Matters, and I am happy we are gathered in my 
country this time. Welcome! 
 
I have been a part of this process since its 
inception and I have seen Governments’ 
willingness to have an open, meaningful and 
inclusive dialogue and your continued efforts to 
reach an agreement. Like me, many of you have 
been working on this for a long time, and because 
of that, we might lose sight of the real impact of 
our discussions.  
 
In a radio interview about this process a couple of weeks ago, I realized that for most of those who were 
listening to the program the concept of P10 is unknown. How much do ordinary citizens know about Principle 
10, about access rights or about this negotiation? Probably very little. However, when they are told what P10 
is about, they quickly relate it to experiences they have had in trying to exercise these rights. 
 
What matters is how people and their communities are ultimately affected by our work. During the 
environmental assessment of an express train being built through her community here in Santiago, a local 
leader said: “It is outrageous to see how decisions are made about our neighborhood without informing us. 
They treat us as ignorant, or believe we cannot think or we do not matter at all, instead their economic 
interest is all that matters.” 
 
Quotes like this bring us back to reality and make us see the dimension of this process. This woman's words 
reflect the frustration that a significant number of citizens feel today. In fact, I have worked with communities 
in many Latin American countries and in many territories in Chile and I have seen that same frustration 
everywhere.  
 
But what I want to highlight is the other side of the coin:  we have been a part of many participatory 
processes and public consultations where we have seen closely how informing and educating communities 
and listening to them, making them part of the decision making does not create obstacles for investment 
projects, but empowers them to find solutions that benefit all. Participatory processes do not create 
obstacles but make citizens part of the solution and most importantly a sustainable solution over time.   
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The world is changing at an unprecedented pace. Many of the leaders coming to power in various parts of 
the world are much less interested in and willing to defend the environment, protect human rights, 
strengthen communities or empower citizens. That is why reaching a comprehensive and binding agreement, 
is a task that can no longer wait. We call on you to act promptly and have an agreement signed at the end of 
2017. This agreement is from and for our region. It is a historic and present opportunity. 
 
This agreement is also important for promoters of investment or exploitation of natural resources projects, 
studies show that the losses that these companies may have as a result of social conflicts can reach exorbitant 
figures. In fact, experience shows that when public participation processes are well designed, they help 
reduce costs and control risks. 
 
We all have something to gain from this process. And we need it because today, we find major differences in 
the way our countries regulate public consultations. In the region, we find legislations that do not establish 
any legal obligation to consult; others include consultation but only on a voluntary basis and at the discretion 
of the authorities. There are also countries where consultation is necessary only for certain types of projects, 
and there are others, only 4, where consultation is mandatory. This contrast makes it imperative to establish 
a regional standard, containing common criteria, in the regulation of public participation processes. This will 
benefit all countries and in the future, this Agreement will support Governments in their implementation. 
 
Here in Chile, for example, although much progress has been made, citizens are angry and frustrated with our 
Environmental Impact Assessment System, because participation of local communities is very limited. In fact, 
consultations are not dialogues. People only have the possibility to send written comments in a very limited 
time frame and the system has no guarantees of transparency, so those who participated do not know 
whether or not their opinions, in part or its entirety were considered and if so in what way. 
 
In order to make progress in terms of participation, we, the Representatives of the Public, worked on a 
proposal for the discussions on article 8. In the document, which is available to you, we seek to establish 
which environmental decisions should incorporate public participation and what procedures should be in 
place in order to implement it. We invite you to review and consider the proposals we made in the 
document, as we believe they contribute to advancing the negotiation. 
 
We know we have a long way to go. Once discussions on articles 1 to 10 are finalized, we must move towards 
reaching agreements on articles 11 to 25. We offer our collaboration to achieve this. 
 
In the framework of the discussions that will follow, we also express that we need to address other aspects, 
such as making the current bureaucracy more flexible for participation and better preparing the State 
agencies to engage the various stakeholders involved in these processes. We also invite you to discuss  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

proposals that promote knowledge and skills in communities and to allocate an appropriate amount of 
human, material and financial resources to achieve effective participation.  
 
Your commitment, as well as Governments’, is now more necessary than ever: in order to achieve a balanced, 
harmonious and sustainable coexistence between economic growth and human development, we must 
create modern legislation that responds to the challenges of the 21st century in our regional context. We 
must work quickly to solve the demands of citizens today. We must build modern frameworks of action that 
give us tools to face the future. If there is something different in the 21st century it is precisely that 
participation is a fundamental element to give legitimacy to governments. 
 
We trust that together, we can take decisive steps to defend our environment and the rights of all citizens. 
This will be our contribution to making the world a better place to live. Achieving it is no longer an option; it 
is our duty.  
  
Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

 


