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Second Annual 2015 Kitchener-Waterloo Tournament Raises $101,000 
for Five Local Homeless Support Agencies 

 
 
Kitchener-Waterloo: November 2, 2015 – Hockey Helps the Homeless with the Kitchener-Waterloo Host 
Committee, led by John Thompson, raised $101,000 at the second annual Kitchener-Waterloo 
Tournament presented by Freedom 55 Financial on Friday, October 30, at RIM Park, Waterloo. 
 
This all-day pro-am tournament benefitted five local homeless support agencies: House of Friendship, 
HHUG, Lutherwood, oneROOF and YWCA-KW. These agencies are driven by the belief that everyone 
should have a safe, affordable, secure place to live. Together, they work to provide comprehensive 
support to the homeless of all ages, genders, and backgrounds – women, families, youth, and adults. 
 
The tournament hosted over 200 participants and on-ice officials, as well, numerous volunteers and 
spectators. In attendance were NHL and Olympic hockey pros including, Todd Warriner, Dave McLIwain, 
Wayne Primeau, Gary Leeman, Jocelyne Larocque and many more. During our lunchtime Hot Stove 
hosted by Marc Venema of CTV, pros Georges Laraque, PJ Stock, Gilbert Dionne, Jayna Hefford and long-
term NHL referee Ray Scapinello entertained the audience. Hefford said of the fundraising tournament, 
“The impact that we can have as a whole is more than we all know. Building communities and making 
them stronger is what life’s about.”  
 
With numerous teams already confirmed for next year’s tournament, we look forward to hosting the 
third annual Hockey Help the Homeless Kitchener-Waterloo Tournament on October 28, 2016.  
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About Hockey Helps the Homeless:  

Hockey Helps the Homeless’ mission is to leverage Canada’s affinity for hockey to raise financial 
awareness and support for the homeless through education, fundraising, and partnering with solutions-
based local homeless support agencies. For the past 20 years, HHTH has expanded tournaments across 
Canadian cities where all funds raised locally stay local to benefit homeless support agencies. HHTH has 
raised over $9 million since the first tournament. 

The face of homelessness is changing every day - it is estimated that this year, as many as 250,000 
individuals will experience homelessness in Canada with children and young families making up the 
fastest growing segment of the population. At Hockey Helps the Homeless, we are working towards a 
future where every Canadian has a place to call home. 

If you would like to learn more, visit http://www.hockeyhelpsthehomeless.com. 

About Freedom 55 Financial, the financial security planning division of London Life: 

Founded in London, Ontario, in 1874, London Life offers financial security advice and planning through 
its more than 3,500-member Freedom 55 FinancialTM division. Freedom 55 Financial offers London Life's 
own brand of investments, savings and retirement income, annuities, life insurance and mortgage 
products. Together, London Life, Great-West Life and Canada Life serve the financial security needs of 
more than 12 million people across Canada.  

Great-West Life, London Life and Canada Life are building Stronger Communities TogetherTM with 
Hockey Helps the Homeless and many more progressive Canadian charities. As an Imagine Caring 
Company, we contribute a minimum of 1% of average pre-tax profits to non-profit, charitable and 
community organizations each year. Learn more about the organization's corporate social responsibility 
at http://bit.ly/GreatWestLife_CSR. 
 
Hockey Helps the Homeless would like to sincerely thank our generous National Founding Sponsor, 
Great-West Life, London Life and Canada Life, for supporting our initiatives. 
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