
 

 

  

Life inside the Kearney Center 
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The Kearney Center has replaced the Tallahassee-Leon Shelter on West Virginia St. in Tallahassee, 

which had been operating in an outdated, crowded building for years. 
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 Walking through the doors of the brand new emergency shelter for Tallahassee’s homeless 

community, all I could see were smiles.  After spending the last twenty years at the moldy and bed bug 

infested shelter on Tennessee Street, today was a big step toward providing a safe and clean 

environment for the individuals who have lost it all.  The Kearney Center not only provides a safe 

place to sleep, but there are also social workers and other service providers on site Monday through 

Friday to help the residents have a place to call their own.  After walking around the building a couple 

of times, I came across a woman who was crying tears of joy.  After I began chatting with her, I 

discovered that homelessness was a whole new experience for her.  She grew up in a small suburb in 

Atlanta under the guidance of two loving parents and an older brother.  She graduated from the local 

high school and went on to study sociology at a community college near home.  Tragically, while in 

her second year of college she got the news that her older brother had gotten in a car accident and did 

not survive.   



 

 

  

 

The Kearney Center provides a clean and safe environment for those seeking emergency shelter.  The 
facility offers a wide variety of services to help lend a hand to individuals experiencing homelessness. 

Unable to cope with the loss of his only son, her father turned to alcohol to ease the pain.  

Unfortunately, alcohol turned her father into a very cruel and abusive man, someone she did not 

recognize. Without a steady income to make a living on her own, her mother was forced to stay in the 

abusive relationship until she finally killed herself at the age of forty nine.  Her father died shortly after.  

Now without any family to love and support her, she was on her own at the young age of twenty one.  

Going from one minimum wage job to the next, she could barely afford her rent every month.  She fell 

too behind in her studies and dropped out a year later to focus on working and earning an income that 

might be able to support her.  Things were starting to look up again when an unplanned pregnancy 

created a new monumental expense.  With no support from the father, she was left on her own again to 

support not only herself but now a beautiful baby girl.  Unfortunately, she could no longer afford her 

apartment and was kicked to the curb.  With her beautiful baby now off in the foster care system, she 

found herself walking into the Kearney Center hoping to get her life together so she can one day be 

reunited with her daughter.  This is just one of the many stories that you will hear from the residents 

here at the new facility.  It proves that a series of unforeseen circumstances can cause a person just like 

you and me to succumb to homelessness.  Not all homeless people are drunks or drug addicts that 

would rather live on the streets than function in society. 


