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To the delight 
of consumers, 
the business 
climate of the 
city of Bowling 
Green from its 
early inception 
has been healthy. 
The influx of 
c o m m e r c i a l 
enterprises in the 
early 1800s made 

this town a desirable place to live and a profitable setting for 
trade and work. By the late 1800s and early 1900s, many of the 
establishments were so anchored in their pursuits that they 
have remained in trade for many of us to remember. Several 
companies come to mind: Dave Rabold (est. 1905), Cocoa 
Cola Bottling Works (est. 1906), Roemer Brothers Planing Mill 
(est. 1897), and the Red Lion Store established by Sam Pushin 
(later to be called Pushins). The oldest of these stores is the 
remarkable Morris Jewelry which, in April, will celebrate its 
133rd year of service to city residents.

Founded in 1881 by Frank Maier at 408 Main Street, the jewelry 
store has occupied the same building on the north side of the 
downtown square. Mr. Maier wisely located the business across 
the street from the Market House in the city park. Frank Maier, a 
German immigrant, previously worked in a jewelry company in 
Louisville before coming to Bowling Green. He soon established 
himself as an enterprising and valuable citizen.  “No man stands 
higher in this community either socially or in business than (this) 

gentleman.” (Quoted from the Times-Journal 1900). Frank Maier 
served on the city commission “with distinction.” An additional 
notable service was rendered by him when he was given the 
position of Inspector of Watches for the L & N Railroad.

What does a jewelry store at the turn of the century contain? 
A true enterprise will carry a wide assortment of the expected 
watches. The portable pocket watch was an integral part of 
male fashion and was usually cheap and durable. The pendant 
watch fashionable with the ladies usually had jewels on one side 
and the time piece on the other. Watches were usually accurate, 
but it was not uncommon for them to lose a minute or two 
during the day. Jewelers were pleased when standardizing time 
endeavor between 1880 and the turn of the century resulted in 
time zones and precise time measurements for pocket watches. 
Portable time piece sales and their repairs were an important 
part of Mr. Maier’s business.
 
When World War I introduced a need for additional time-
marking devices, the local up-to-date jewelry store responded 
with the new items as they were developed. The pocket watch 
was found by the soldiers to be difficult to use while carrying 
and using a weapon. A clock on the arm was desired. This gave 
birth to the wrist watch and Mr. Maier’s store was among the 
first to carry this new merchandise locally.       

Frank Maier’s firm, being an inclusive business, also featured 
vases, clocks, bric-a-brac, silverware of all kinds, umbrellas, fine 
chinaware, spoons, forks and knives. Experienced jeweler that 
he was, the proprietor made a specialty of fine jewels and a large 
assortment of loose diamonds with the mounting being made 

by the jeweler himself. Finally, this skilled professional provided 
a splendid line of glasses and guaranteed them to fit any eye. 
Eyeglasses were considered evidence of old age and infirmity 
around the turn of the twentieth century, so the jeweler had to 
be ingenious to market the glasses. For the women, he stocked 
the lorgnette which was fashionable because ladies could hold 
it and avoid having glasses on their faces. Men would choose 
from inventory the pince-nez (nose pinch), so convenient for 
carrying when not using.  Mass produced and inexpensive 
eyeglasses were also available.

With the reputation for being a reliable and responsible jeweler 
whose winning policy characterized the business dealings of 
Mr. Maier, it is easy to see how succeeding owners have strived 
to maintain this same quality for the remaining 133 years. The 
immediate successor to the business in 1911 was his son-in-law 
Robert L. Morris, a Tennessean by birth. He was first employed by 
the railroad, but in 1906 entered employment with the jewelry 
business at 408 Main. Mr. Morris changed the store’s moniker 
to Morris Jewelry but continued the fair dealing, low prices, 

liberal advertising 
and the proverbial 
g e n t l e m a n l y 
conduct. Under 
his leadership the 
business became 
The Hallmark Store. 

Like his predecessor, 
Robert Morris was a 
community leader. 

Remembering Morris Jewelry
by Mary Alice Oliver
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He was active in 
local endeavors 
while regularly 
e x p r e s s i n g 
support to 
national issues. 
For example, 
during World War 
II, advertisement 
of his jewelry 
b u s i n e s s 
encouraged the 
buying of Liberty 
Bonds to help 
Uncle Sam:  “…
don’t fail to buy 

more of them before this week is passed. They are always worth 
the money you pay for them in any merchant’s store or any land 
deal.”

Such attention to details has been the same practice for other 
successors of Morris Jewelry. The company’s web site (www.
morris 1881.com) in its Our History column lists those successors 
from Robert Morris (1910-1956) to Bob and Lillian Kyle (1956-
1991), then Charles and Robin Collins (1991-2013) then to 
Michael and Sharon Barron, to the present owners, Jim and 
Samantha Steen (2013-present). Scanning the complete web 
site, one can see that throughout the exchange in management, 
the Morris family tradition has remained consistent.  So has the 
quality and friendly service.

To history buffs, Morris Jewelry is a haven of delights. It abounds 
with pictures of the store’s existence and of early Bowling 
Green. It’s collection of memorabilia is impressive:  an authentic 
railroad clock which is the official clock of Western Union,  the 
original 1881 display cases, safes, and two charming scales with 
their counter weights, early account books and bridal registry, 
antique watches and clocks…the list just goes on and on.

Walk into Morris Jewelry today and feel the warmth and 
companionship when you enter. Surround yourself with their 
reputation for quality whether you are asking a question, 
seeking help with a problem, reliving history, or securing a gift 
to last a lifetime. It is this atmosphere, this dedication of service 
to customers, that will help you understand how this business 
has lasted 133 years and will surely exist for centuries to come.

Bowling Green has a wealth of other businesses, organizations, 
and individuals that reflect a similar aura of quality, longevity, 
and commitment. It makes a person proud to say, “Isn’t this a 
great place to live?”

 
About the Author:

Mary Alice Oliver is a Bowling Green 
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from Warren County schools after 40 
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sharing memories with friends are her 
passions.
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