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INVITATION

How can one speak about nothingness and silence?  

On Saturdays from 7 May - 22 October 2016, I will open my site-
specific art project ‘n-1’ to public participation. I would like to invite 
participants from across different disciplines to take part in my 
experiment on nothingness.

I have created 14 propositions, enclosed here, that speak about 
nothingness and silence through the notion of ‘weight’, ‘posture’ and 
‘thinking.’ Please choose one of the propositions, a date, a numbered 
square on the ‘n-1’ map, and email these to gd@liechen.com.

Best wishes, 

Li-E Chen



Proposition for a Conversation 
about Water

What size is your glass?

How much water do you need in 
order to fill your glass?

How long do you take to drink 
your glass of water?

Square no. ____/n-1

1 / 14



Proposition for The Meeting of A 
Scientist, A Philosopher, and An 
Artist At An Intimate Space

Each one of the three people 
chooses an intimate space and the 
role he/she would like to be 
in - either a scientist, a 
philosopher, or an artist. Then they 
meet at each one of the chosen 
spaces.

Square no. ____/n-1

2 / 14



Proposition for a Silent Walk with 
Robert Wilson

We dream: we arrive at Tate
Modern to meet Robert Wilson. 
We wander around the gallery. We 
walk slowly. We do not talk 
during the walk. And we ask him 
in silence, “What is the function of 
the museum?”

We make the dream come truth.

Square no. ____/n-1

3 / 14



Proposition for a Conversation 
about Silence with Ludwig 
Wittgenstein

We talk about language and silence 
on the train.

Square no. ____/n-1

4 / 14



Proposition for a Conversation on 
Nothing

Before Nothing Happens
Nothing to interpret, 
Nothing to discuss, 
Nothing to analyse, 
Nothing to talk about, 
Nothing to explain, 
Nothing to curate, 
Only in the condition of 
preparation for something to take 
place...
 
After Nothing Happens
Nothing to lead, 
Nothing to facilitate, 
Nothing to direct, 
Nothing to choreograph, 
Nothing to act out, 
Nothing to show, 
Nothing to exhibit, 
We only become invisible in this 
space… so that we can be free…

Square no. ____/n-1

5 / 14



Proposition for I Refuse to 
Perform the Ritual with Poppy 
Jackson

We dream: a group of women 
whose menstrual cycle is in sync, 
together with Poppy Jackson, is 
invited to perform in a 
women-only group action. The 
women arrive at a specified 
location. We sit on the floor with 
our legs wide apart, groom our 
vaginas with a toothbrush, and 
let our menstrual blood flow. A 
group of drummers starts jamming 
loudly. Towards the end, we carry a 
broom and a bucket, and clean the 
floor.

We scream loudly with fear in 
silence while we witness the ritual.

Square no. ____/n-1

6 / 14



Proposition for The Thinking 
Posture of A Living Actor

We explore the different “Thinking 
Postures” of the characters 
(Bernard 1, Bernard 2, and 
Michael Black) from Carly 
Churchill’s play, ‘A Number’ 
(2002).

Square no. ____/n-1

7 / 14



Proposition for Measuring the 
Weight of Silence with Li-E Chen

We cut a piece of brown paper out 
of a roll. We take its measurements 
and write them down on each side. 
One side has a hand-written text in 
Chinese and on 
reverse the same text is hand-
written in English. We repeat this 
for sixteen times.

Square no. ____/n-1

8 / 14



Proposition for a Conversation 
about Opera with Devoted and 
Disgruntled

What are we going to do about 
opera? Make something stand up 
on its own. Trust 100%. Listen, 
speak, share, exchange, question, 
provoke, ask for help, and take 
actions of change or 
‘take-no-actions’ of change. 1 
Silence. Have a conversation about 
things where we can find answers. 
Have a conversation about things 
where we will never have an 
answer. 2  Nothing. 
Do you think we would work on 
something that we will never know 
what it is? = experimental. Would 
any singer, composer, librettist, 
or director work with their fears? 
How could we actually create a 
proposition for fear? 
1
2

Square no. ____/n-1

9 / 14



Proposition for An Image with 
Manuel Vason

What is an image?

We have a conversation about 
image. We then create an image.

Square no. ____/n-1

10 / 14



Proposition for We Want To Hear 
Music That We Are Not Yet Able 
To Hear

We do not know what it is. The 
more we speak about what it is, the 
less we are able to create it.

Square no. ____/n-1

11 / 14



Proposition for a Conversation 
about The Body Is No Longer The 
Subject

We do not know what to say.

Square no. ____/n-1

12 / 14



Proposition for a Conversation 
about Thinking with Tehching 
Hsieh

We do not know what we would 
talk about.

Square no. ____/n-1

13 / 14



Proposition for Embracing The 
City In Our Arms

We cry non-stop.

Square no. ____/n-1

14 / 14





ABOUT THE MAP

Square no. 1 - no. 7   The world Proposition 1 - 1.21  
Square no. 8 - no. 28  A picture Proposition 2 - 2.225  
Square no. 29 - no. 57  A thought Proposition 3 - 3.5 
Square no. 58 - no. 88  A sense Proposition 4 - 4.53 
Square no. 89 - no. 127 A proposition Proposition 5 - 5.641 
Square no. 128 - no. 160 A form  Proposition 6 - 6.54 
Square no. 161 - no. 168 Silence  Proposition 7  

Li-E Chen uses the city as a stage and open space for the execution of her 
experiments. These are performed across Greater London by visiting the 
168 locations that are set out as squares on a Google map. The squares 
are associated with the 524 propositions in Ludwig Wittgenstein’s ‘Tractatus 
Logico Philosophicus’, whose account of logical structure and the limits of 
language inspired the project. 

 

MAP LINK: liechen.com/participation

http://www.liechen.com/#!participation/c4ac


CHOOSE A NUMBERED SQUARE | MAP: ‘n-1’ 2016

‘n-1’ map data Google 2015

liechen.com/participationMAP LINK:

http://www.liechen.com/#!participation/c4ac


CHOOSE A DATE | CALENDAR: ‘n-1’ 2016



ABOUT THE PROJECT 

In January 2015, Li-E Chen was awarded £15,000 by the Arts Council 
England’s Grants for the Arts to develop her experimental site-specific art 
project, ‘n-1’. The project explores her ideas about ‘thinking posture’ - a term 
she uses for the disposition of mind and body that affects one’s ways of living, 
thinking, and artistic making.

‘n-1’ developed during Chen’s durational laboratory on Nothing, when she 
was Studio Artist at ]Performance S p a c e [ from 2010 to 2013, and from 
her participation in Devoted and Disgruntled events facilitated by Improbable 
Theatre in 2014. 

Chen’s practice investigates artistic creation in the conditions of ‘nothingness’, 
drawing on notions of silence, non-representational forms of expression, and 
both Eastern and Western philosophers and artists whose works explore 
these themes, including John Cage, Robert Wilson, Ludwig Wittgenstein, 
Tehching Hsieh, Harold Pinter, Samuel Beckett and Improbable Theatre. 

Chen is interested in contemporary arts and performance practices that go 
beyond the functional, political, traditional, historical, and representational, 
and that make no reference to self, memory, identity, or meaning. 



www.liechen.com | twitter @1212360

For more information, please visit www.liechen.com or contact project coordinator 
Gabriella Daris by email gd@liechen.com

With thanks to the National Lottery through Arts Council England, CPTRG 
(Contemporary Political Theory Research Group) Royal Holloway University of 
London, Devoted and Disgruntled UK, and Square Knot.


