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Iowa Center for Research by Undergraduates 
Research Fellows Program 

 

 

 
 

 Who is eligible for this program? 

 Undergraduate students in ANY major enrolled at the University of Iowa 

 

 Students applying for the program must be actively pursuing an undergraduate degree from the University of 

Iowa as a full-time student  (12s.h.) 
o Students do not have to be enrolled for credits during the summer (if a student is taking summer classes, 

that is fine, but ICRU does not require summer credits). 
 

 Must be at least a sophomore when the fellowship begins  
o Students can apply in the spring of their freshman year for the following summer or academic year 

 

 Students must be returning as an undergraduate the following academic year  
o Seniors graduating in May are not eligible for summer funding after graduation. 

 

 Students must have a cumulative UI GPA of 3.0 
o If a student does not meet the 3.0 GPA requirement, they can still apply for funding.  If the application is 

selected, they will be given conditional acceptance and grades will be reviewed after the end of spring 

semester.  If the cumulative GPA has risen above a 3.0, funding will be released. 

 

Do students already have to be involved in research to apply and what kind of research can I do 

with my faculty mentor? 

 Students do not already have to be involved in research to become an ICRU Fellow.  This program was created to 

facilitate student/faculty collaboration.  You can apply with a faculty mentor start a research/creative project in 

the upcoming summer or academic year. 

 

 Applications that seek to involve students in intellectual scholarly work, experimental and laboratory-based 

research, and/or creative and performance work in the arts are eligible. 

 

 ICRU does not have a list of faculty looking to work with students.  It is generally the student’s responsibility to 

approach faculty about their interest in research and this opportunity.  

 

 Students typically work on their faculty mentor’s research in some capacity. Sometimes this is directly a part of 

their work.  Other times, a student works on their own project (often this turns into a senior thesis/capstone 

project) on a topic that fits with the faculty mentor’s research.  

 

 The program is meant to benefit both students and faculty in their research and scholarly/creative activities.  
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 Regular opportunities for the student to interact with and be mentored by the sponsoring faculty or staff member 

are crucial in all cases.  

 

 

Can students receive funding for both the summer and academic year? 

 Yes!  Students/Mentors can apply to receive funding for both the summer and the academic year. It is common 

that on long-term projects, applications are submitted for both. 

o Students can work on the same project with the same faculty mentor or switch projects/mentors. 

 

 However – applications must be submitted separately for both the summer and academic year.  

 

 One student may be nominated per faculty member, per session.  The same student may be nominated for both 

summer and academic year awards with two separate proposals submitted. However, two students cannot be 

nominated for the same session under the same mentor. 

 

Who submits the application? 

 The faculty mentor will be responsible for actually submitting the application via the online form.   Responses can 

be cut and pasted into the form.  Please read the application instructions ahead of time.  

 

 Nevertheless, students and faculty are expected to work together in developing the details of the student project 

and to discuss the student statement. 

 

 Please remember that there are separate applications for the summer and academic year – one application intended 

for both will not suffice.  

 

 This is a partnership.  If the student or faculty is no longer able or willing to continue the work, the award will be 

forfeited. 

 

 

What happens if the application is selected? 

 Prior to funding being disbursed, faculty and students must complete a research agreement form. More 

information will be provided if you are selected for funding.  

 

 ICRU Fellows are provided a scholarship of either $2,500 in the summer or $2,000 for the academic year. This 

goes to the student as a scholarship – no supply money is included. 

 

 ICRU Fellows will be registered for a 0-credit hour, S/U course (URES:3995:0001).  This way, participation in 

research will be noted on the student’s transcripts and academic records.  

 

 Students are required to present their work at either the Fall or Spring Undergraduate Research Festival (or both). 

ICRU Fellows are also invited to apply for the Research in the Capitol event held in mid-spring each year. More 

information about these presentation opportunities is available on the ICRU website.  

 

 Fellows are required to complete one or more questionnaires sent to them by the ICRU office, assessing their 

experience as an ICRU Research Fellow and are considered part of the funding agreement.  

 

 Because the ICRU Fellowship is project-based, ICRU will not indicate a required number of work hours or 

starting/finishing dates.  Each student/ mentor works together to find a timeline that fits best with the project. 
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o For those who need a guideline, ICRU suggests roughly 10 hours (academic year) or 20 hours (summer) 

per week of scholarly activity.  


