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INNOVATION IN CONTEXT 
Saturday, November 19 
 

Let’s	change	the	conversation	about	innovation.	Technology,	start-ups,	and	tech	legends	play	an	
important	role	in	the	innovation	economy,	but	what	matters	most	is	understanding	how	we,	as	a	
community,	make	innovation	possible.		

1. Introduction 9:00-9:15 

Richard Gold  

Innovation is about people, culture, and practice. Technology enables innovation, but it is not always necessary or 
sufficient. What matters most is an understanding of the people whom innovation concerns. In this keynote, our 
speaker addresses how the impact of technology can only achieve real innovation through an understanding of 
the people concerned.  

	

2. Social Context of Innovation 9:15-10:30 

James A. Evans (University of Chicago), Alberto Galasso (University of Toronto), Mark Kingwell 
(University of Toronto), 

Technological innovations don’t determine their own outcome. Rather, the values, tolerance, skills, and culture of 
societies into which they enter lead to that result. Our first panel explores the philosophy, sociology, and 
anthropology of innovation to address where innovation is located, the importance of the social to the success or 
failure of innovation, and the relationship between people and their innovations.  

Coffee 10:30-11:00 

3. Paying for Innovation 11:00-12:15 

Elisabeth Baier (Hochshule für Wirtschaft, Technik und Kultur), Benedicte Callan (Arizona State 
University), Senia Rapisarda (HabourVest) 

Innovation doesn’t occur in a void. By its very nature, it requires the kind of creative risk-taking that businesses 
and governments traditionally avoid. Yet organizations and individuals can create incentives for innovation. Our 
panelists discuss how patronage, investments, sponsorship, and funding are critical to innovation.   

Lunch 12:15-1:30 

4. Entrepreneurship and Prosperity 1:30-1:45 

Iqbal Quadir (founder of Grameenphone) 

How do entrepreneurs understand and respond to challenges? How does entrepreneurship lead to prosperity?   
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5. The Innovator and the Firm 1:45-3:00 

Ann Gualteri (former senior executive at Dupont, Searle, Monsanto and Abbott), Leonard Pinchuk (serial 
entrepreneur in the life sciences), Rustam Sengupta (CEO, Boond) 

Three speakers with personal experience in building or modifying innovative firms speak to the challenges they 
faced, the environmental factors that led them to succeed, and what they wished they had known before they 
started.  

 

Coffee 3:00-3:30 

6. Innovation Policy 3:30-4:45 

Patrick Cohendet (HEC Montreal), Iain Gillespie (University of Leicester), Leah Lawrence (CEO, 
Sustainable Development Technology Canada) 

 

A variety of policies affect and guide innovation. But what defines a successful innovation policy? Even with the 
same resources, some nations develop quicker than others. This panels examines the tools of a successful and 
coherent innovation policy – from industrial to scientific to cultural and even artistic inputs.   

7. Final Remarks and Thank You 4:45-5:00 
 

The Centre for Intellectual Property Policy (CIPP) 
was founded as part of McGill University’s Faculty of 
Law in 2003. Its goal is to increase Montreal’s 
attractiveness and competitiveness by facilitating 
intellectual property research, technology transfer, 
commercialization and knowledge mobilization. The 
CIPP carries out interdisciplinary research to 
understand the role of intellectual property policies and 
rules in contributing to creativity and innovation. CIPP 
researchers broadly examine innovation systems.  

The Centre for International Governance Innovation 
(CIGI) is an independent, non-partisan think tank 
focused on international governance. Led by 
experience practitioners and distinguished academics, 
CIGI supports research, forms networks, advances 
policy debate and generates ideas for multilateral 
governance improvements. Conducting an active 
agenda of research, events and publications, CIGI’s 
interdisciplinary work includes collaboration with policy, 
business and academic communities around the world. 

 


