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Watch Maya's performance at The Barbican: http://bit.ly/MayaBoilerRoom  
Maya’s TEDTalk: https://youtu.be/R6X_IhgJLzA  

Maya Beiser online: www.mayabeiser.com 
 
Cambridge, MA — On Friday, March 3, 2017 at 7:30pm at MIT’s Kresge Auditorium (48 Massachusetts Ave.), Maya Beiser 
will perform composer and MIT CAST Faculty Director Evan Ziporyn’s startling new version of the complete Blackstar, 
David Bowie’s last album, arranged as a cello concerto, as part of the MIT Sounding concert series. Beiser, who is the inaugural 
CAST Mellon Distinguished Visiting Artist this year at MIT, will perform with the 60-piece Ambient Orchestra, conducted by 
Ziporyn. The program will also a new ambient-ized version of Erik Satie's Gymnopedies featuring guitarist Branden Landis, and 
Ziporyn’s own Frog's Eye. 
 
Both original members of the innovative Bang on a Can All-Stars, Maya Beiser and Evan Ziporyn have been collaborators since 
that group was founded in 1992. This performance of Blackstar follows their work together on Uncovered (2014), an album of 
re-imagined and re-contextualized classic rock masterpieces arranged by Ziporyn and recorded by Beiser, which they co-
produced. The album made the top 10 on the Billboard Classical Chart. Following Beiser’s performance of Uncovered at MIT in 
2015, the Boston Globe raved, “this wasn’t anything that should be called crossover, cello-rock, or any other portmanteau genre. 
It was hard rock, full stop.” 
 
Ziporyn and Beiser’s Blackstar is an homage to David Bowie, who died in January 2016 shortly after the album was released. 
For both musicians, the ambitious project is a personal one. “To me and my generation, Bowie was a model for what it meant to 
be an artist or creative person,” Ziporyn explains. Beiser says, “He was so versatile, and he was always exploring and evolving 
as an artist. He never settled for the easy path. And he himself, as a person, was the totality of his art.” 
 
During the March 3 concert, a new app called NoteStream, a Real-Time Program Note Service, will be available for the first 
time. The app is being developed at the MIT Music Technology Lab, led by professor Eran Egozy, MIT alumnus and founder of 
Harmonix, the creator of Rock Band and Guitar Hero, in collaboration with MIT students. Through NoteStream, audience 

 



members will receive precisely timed rich media (text, images, animations) on their mobile phones, highlighting musically 
important moments during the live performance.  
 
As the inaugural Mellon Distinguished Visiting Artist this year, Maya Beiser will collaborate with MIT faculty and students to 
investigate ways to advance her artistic practice with new technologies. She will perform two additional concerts as part of MIT 
Sounding, the new music series curated by Ziporyn, which integrates the avant-garde sounds of traditional instruments and 
practices with cutting-edge composition and technology to present various visions of a new, evolving music that defies genre. 
Her second performance of the year, on April 22, will be part of the AUDIBLE component of the MIT CAST symposium 
“Being Material.” Beiser will perform her classic multi-cello collaboration with Ziporyn, Kebyar Maya, originally 
commissioned in part by the MIT Council for the Arts. Maya Beiser’s residency will culminate in a performance this fall of Lou 
Harrison’s Concerto for Violin and American Gamelan with Beiser performing her new adaptation of the violin part for the 
cello, and members of MIT’s Gamelan Galak Tika performing on Harrison’s original instruments, in honor of the composer’s 
centennial.  
 
Maya Beiser defies categories. Passionately forging a career path through uncharted territories, she has captivated audiences 
worldwide with her virtuosity, eclectic repertoire, and relentless quest to redefine the cello's boundaries. A featured performer on 
the world’s most prestigious stages including Lincoln Center, Carnegie Hall, BAM Next Wave Festival, Kennedy Center, 
London’s Southbank Centre, Sydney Opera House, Beijing Festival, Big Ears Festival, and the Barbican’s Sound Unbound, she 
has collaborated with a wide range of artists across many disciplines, including Tan Dun, Brian Eno, Philip Glass, Osvaldo 
Golijov, Steve Reich, David Lang, Louis Andriessen, Shirin Neshat, Robert Woodruff, and Bill Morrison, among others. Her 
discography includes ten solo albums, and her latest album TranceClassical was released in July 2016 and debuted at No. 1 on 
the Apple Music classical chart. In 2015, Beiser performed a program at MIT built around her acclaimed album Maya Beiser: 
Uncovered – a collection of re-imagined classic rock in arrangements by Evan Ziporyn – which also topped the classical music 
charts making the number one spot on both Amazon and iTunes. Maya Beiser is a 2015 United States Artists (USA) 
Distinguished Fellow; her 2011 TED Talk has been watched by close to one million people. She was a founding member of the 
Bang on a Can All-Stars and is a graduate of Yale University.  
 
Evan Ziporyn has composed for the Silk Road Ensemble, the American Composers Orchestra, Brooklyn Rider, So Percussion, 
Maya Beiser, Wu Man, Sentieri Selvaggi, and Bang on a Can. He studied at Eastman, Yale and UC Berkeley with Joseph 
Schwantner, Martin Bresnick, and Gerard Grisey. He is Inaugural Director of MIT’s new Center for Art, Science & Technology, 
where he has taught since 1990. His work is informed by his 30+ year involvement with traditional gamelan. He received a 
Fulbright in 1987, founded Gamelan Galak Tika in 1993, and has composed a series of groundbreaking compositions for 
gamelan and western instruments. These include three evening-length works, 2001's ShadowBang, 2004's Oedipus Rex (Robert 
Woodruff, director), and 2009’s A House in Bali, which was featured at BAM Next Wave in October 2010. Awards include a 
USA Artist Fellowship, the Goddard Lieberson Prize from the American Academy, Massachusetts Cultural Council Fellowship, 
the MIT Gyorgy Kepes Prize, and commissions from Carnegie Hall, Kronos Quartet, Rockefeller Multi-Arts Program, and Meet 
the Composer. He co-founded the Bang on a Can All-stars in 1992, performing with the group for 20 years. He has also recorded 
with Paul Simon, Steve Reich Ensemble (sharing in their 1998 Grammy), and Matthew Shipp, and he currently performs with 
Iva Bittova and Gyan Riley as the Eviyan Trio.     
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