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Libyans obtain information and develop opinions from a variety of media sources.  While 
television remains the most popular, social media is another influential source, particularly 
among the youth. Many Libyan social media sites do not follow international standards for 
journalism and should not be viewed in the same light as traditional media. Because of these 
shortcomings, Libyan social media are broadly labeled as digital “rumor mills.” While there are 
numerous sites generating quality content, this label does have some validity. Despite this, the 
reverberations of popular Libyan social media and its influence on public discourse should not be 
underestimated. 
  
The Libya Reverb Project (LRP) aims to uncover emerging and consistent themes among 
Libya’s vibrant social media.  The LRP team writes weekly reports sampling the most engaging 
posts from prominent Libyan media sites on Facebook.  The LRP team has also developed a 
substantial database of Libyan social media sites that includes civil society, government, political 
actors, municipal councils, armed groups, and others.  For additional information on the Libya 
Reverb Project, please contact libyareverbproject@gmail.com  
  
Methodology 
  
Working from a database of more than 300 Libyan social media sites (primarily Arabic-
language), the LRP team sampled 12 Arabic-language Facebook sites that self-identify as media 
and have more than 100,000 followers.1  Next, the team surveyed the postings from each site 
during a one-week period (Jan. 22 - 28) and identified five posts from each site with the highest 
engagement (Like, Comment & Share). Finally, the sixty posts were coded to identify prominent 
themes reverberating through Libyan social media during the week. 
  
  

                                                
1 EAN Libya, Al-Wasat, Libya News 24, 218 TV, Ajwa News, Libya Now, Tripoli Al-Hadath, Radio 92.3 FM, 
Libya’s Channel, Libya Today News, Libya 24 TV, and El-Kul News 
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 Coded Themes 
  
The themes identified from the sampling during the reporting period are: 
  
Security & Crime - posts that focused on issues such as armed conflict, kidnapping, and other 
crimes 
Economy - posts that focused on issues such as currency value, salaries, buying-power, and 
availability of commodities 
Civil Society - posts that focused on issues relating to civil society or about civil society 
organizations and activities 
Public Health - posts that focused on issues such as health care infrastructure and health-related 
PSAs 
Education - posts that focused on issues relating to developments in the education system 
Dialogue Process - posts that focused on issues relating to the UN-led political dialogue process 
or the Government of National Accord (GNA) 
Politics - posts that focused on issues relating to political developments in Libya that are not 
directly related to the UN, the Libyan political dialogue process, or the GNA 
Other - posts that focused on issues not covered in the above themes.  Examples include satirical 
commentary, cultural content/events, and international affairs like the Syrian refugee crisis. 
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Highlights: Dialogue Process – Presidential Council Decreases Number of GNA Ministries 
  
Libya’s Channel most engaging post of the monitored time period was an announcement 
regarding the unanimous decision by the Presidential Council to decrease the number of 
ministries in the GNA to 12 according to a geographical division as follows: 
  
Cyrenaica: Ministries of Defense, Economy, Health, and Justice. 
Fezzan: Ministries of Finance, Local Governance, and Labor & Social Affairs. 
Tripolitania: Ministries of Interior, Planning, Transportation, Education, and Foreign Ministry. 

  
The comments on the post were 
overwhelmingly positive with many 
commentators applauding the decision to cut 
down the number of ministries from 32 to 12 
despite some criticism of taking such a long 
time to do so. 
  
Recent reports on the process of GNA 
formation point out that the biggest point of 

conflict and hurdle facing a final GNA is the appointment of the Ministry of Defense, with one 
“prominent figure” in the GNA insisting that the Ministry is either taken out entirely or for Serraj 
to take one the duties of the Minister of Defense, something that Serraj has reportedly been 
strongly against. However, the Presidential Council denied any claims that it has finalized the 
GNA lineup.  
 
Highlights: Security & Crime – Islamic State Executions of Petroleum Facilities Guards 
  

218TV’s highest engaged post of the week – and one of 
the most discussed stories on Facebook and Twitter, 
achieving an incredibly ratio of shares to likes – was a 
tribute to the Petroleum Facilities Guards executed by 
Islamic State militants after an attack on the Mrada gate. 
The post was a video of stills from the IS video of the 
executions with an audio of a recording of a poem 
composed as a tribute to the victims. 
  
The particular still image of one of the victims looking 
back has been shared widely for nearly two 
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weeks on social media, with many users on 
Facebook and Twitter interpreting it as a cry for 
help and a “betrayal” by those in power. One of 
the highest shared images during the week was a 
photoshopped version of the still displaying the 
victim looking back at multiple local actors, 
including Gen. Khalifa Haftar, HoR President 
Aguila Saleh, and GNC President Nuri Abu-

Sahmain. The LRP team estimates that this particular story has been one of the most engaging 
IS-related story in Libya yet. 
  
In Focus: Serraj’s Meeting With Haftar, Support and Backlash 

 
The most engaging story of the week across 
media outlets has been the visit of Fayez Al-Serraj 
to the city of Al-Marj to meet with Gen. Khalifa 
Haftar, accompanied by Ali Al-Qitrani and Fathi 
Al-Majbari. EAN Libya’s post on the visit was the 
most engaging of the week by far, receiving 
nearly 13,000 engagements. 
  
 

However, opinions on this meeting were very conflicting on social media platforms. Many 
commentators have applauded the visit and saw it as a daring move by Serraj and as a sign of 
direct support for the Libyan National Army. However, a similar number of commentators have 

also viewed it as a “political suicide” or even a 
“betrayal of the Libyan people”. An examination 
of the comments on multiple posts only revealed 
the extent of conflicting opinions users had. 
  
But, another story that has also grabbed social 
media users’ attention has been the aftermath of 
the visit, with Presidential Council members 
Mitieg and Kajman announcing their boycott of 
the council in protest of the visit, to mostly 
negative feedback from social media users. 
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Furthermore, Ahmed Mitieg published a post on his official Facebook page condemning the visit 
and stating that it does not reflect the “opinion nor the direction of the Presidential Council”. 
Mitieg’s post was the most engaging post of the week at almost four times the average amount of 
engagement he achieves on his page. The highest liked comment on Mitieg’s post was a call to 
recognize the reality of Haftar being a prominent actor that must be engaged with by the 
Presidential Council in any case. 
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About Us 

The Libya Reverb Project is the collaboration between Amr Bennis and Frank Talbot. We 
believe that social media plays an important role in how Libyan society engages in discourse and 
that this can be better understood by analyzing the engagements within social media 
communities. The Libya Reverb Project is our modest effort to further this understanding. 
 

Amr Bennis is an independent researcher focusing on political, economic and social 
developments in Libya.  He is a Libyan national and is fluent in Arabic and English.  In 2015, 
Amr earned a bachelor degree in Near Eastern Languages and Civilization from Harvard 
University. Previously, he worked for the National Democratic Institute’s political parties 
program based in Tripoli, Libya. 
 

Frank Talbot is the principal of Talbot Advisory International, LLC - an advisory firm focusing 
on political analysis, stakeholder engagement and risk management. He has worked with several 
development organizations in Libya since 2011. Frank will complete a master’s degree in 
Conflict Analysis and Resolution from George Mason University in 2016.  
 

Sponsor: The financial contribution of our sponsor, Binda Consulting International (BCI), 
makes these reports possible.  The LRP team is grateful for BCI’s support. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 


