
4  Year Overview

Foundations of Worship  (3)
Biblically based understanding and definition of worship 
from Old and New Testament examples.

Leading Worship  (3)
Characteristics and responsibilities associated with being 
a proficient worship leader.

Songwriting for Worship  (3)
Hands-on opportunities to write and record original 
songs in the studio.

Junior Worship Program  (1)
20-minute worship program that involves all aspects of 
planning, rehearsing, leading, and implementing worship.

Senior Worship Program  (1)
40-minute worship program that involves all aspects of 
planning, rehearsing, leading, and implementing worship.

Worship Arts Practicum  (3)
Coordinate with a church to participate in a worship arts 
leadership capacity for one semester.

W O R S H I P  A R T S

Foundations of Music  (2)
Introduction to a knowledge base and essential 
elements found within music.

Harmonic Practices I - III  (9)
Learn principles of music theory from fundamentals to 
advanced reharmonization techniques.

Musicianship I - II  (4)
Practical musicianship skills (ear training, sight singing, 
transcriptions, intonation, and rhythm).

Private Lesson Credits  (8)
Voice, piano, guitar, drums, strings.

M U S I C I A N S H I P

M E D I A  &  T E C H N O L O G Y

Music Technology  (3)
Produce professional music arrangements using multi-
track sequencing and audio recording using Reason in 
the iMac Lab.

Audio Production  (3)
Learn skills of producing, editing, and mixing 
professional audio recordings in the studio using Pro 
Tools.

Video Production  (3)
Shooting professional videos, importing media, editing, 
and finalizing movies using Apple’s Final Cut Pro and 
Motion.

Old Testament Literature  (3)
New Testament Literature  (3)
Upper Division Bible Electives  (6)
Christian Life & Service  (3)
Mission of the Church  (2)
Biblical Christian Thought  (3)
Formation & Service I - II  (4)
Theology Elective  (3)
Biblical Instruction  (3)

A R T S  &  S C I E N C E S

Grace Experience  (2)
English  (6)
Philosophy  (3)
Speech  (3)
Communication  (2)
Fitness & Health  (2)
Science  (3)
History  (3)
Psychology  (3)
Arts & Sciences Electives  (6-9)
Undesignated Electives  (7)

T O T A L :   1 2 4   C R E D I T S

B I B L E  &  T H E O L O G Y
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Course
Descriptions

WA 111	 Foundations of Worship  (3)

This course provides a Biblically based understanding and definition of worship as exemplified through 
worship experiences in the Old and New Testaments. Purposefully scheduled as the initial course in the 
Worship Arts program, it seeks to lay a foundation for all other courses that build upon core worship 
principles.

WA 321	 Leading Worship  (3)

This course addresses the roles and responsibilities associated with being a proficient worship leader. It 
integrates learning in a variety of areas including ministry values, leading rehearsals, creative planning, 
leadership skills, team building, effective communication, stewardship of budgets, technology, etc. as they 
relate to the preparation and implementation of worship. Students will gain practical experience leading and 
teaching about worship in a collaborative environment.
Prerequisite: WA 317

WA 322	 Songwriting for Worship  (3)

This course provides students with hands-on opportunities to write and record their own original songs 
using professional audio recording software. Emphasis is placed on the creation of theologically rich and 
doctrinally accurate worship songs appropriate for use in campus chapel services and in WA 350 Junior 
and WA 450 Senior Worship Programs. A review of standard song forms and significant Christian artists 
and their songwriting styles will be incorporated into this class.

WA 350	 Junior Worship Program  (1)
WA 450	 Senior Worship Program  (1)

Students will lead a 20-minute or 40-minute worship program (20 minutes for WA 350, and 40 minutes for 
WA 450) that involves all aspects of planning, rehearsing, leading, and implementing worship. Students 
must demonstrate the ability to integrate a variety of instrumentation and media (i.e. lighting, sound, video, 
presentation software, etc). This is a faculty-supervised activity with a balance of both traditional and 
contemporary music styles appropriate for worship. A final reflective paper of the entire experience and a 
student-produced video of the event are components of this course.

W O R S H I P   C O U R S E S
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WA 459	 Worship Arts Practicum  (3)

A faculty-supervised practicum, this is an essential capstone experience required of all Worship Arts 
students whereby students identify a local church, arrange his or her practicum with a church supervisor, 
and serve in a worship arts leadership capacity for one semester (documented 8 hours/week for 10 weeks 
= minimum of 80 hours of service). The practicum is designed to aid in developing ministry attitudes, roles 
and responsibilities, and leadership skills and experience vital to worship arts needs within a church.

The following four Harmonic Practices courses (WA 112, 113, 215, and 317) explore the essential music 
theory elements found in traditional and popular music, including contemporary worship music. The course 
sequence begins with WA 112 Foundations of Music that details pitch notation, time classification, note and 
rest values, time signatures, intervals, scales, key signatures, and triads. WA 113 revisits topics presented 
in WA 112 and builds upon this music theory foundation to include triads in root position, doubling and 
spacing, voice leading considerations, and triad inversions. WA 215 continues with seventh chords, phrase 
structure and cadences, nonharmonic tones, harmonization of melodies, nondominant seventh chords, 
secondary dominant and secondary leading tone chords, and modulation. In the final theory course, WA 
317, students will explore popular music theory concepts including extended intervals, scales and modes, 
extended harmony, chord-scale relationships, diatonic and chromatic harmony, and harmonic substitution. 
These four courses will provide multiple learning opportunities for students to assimilate a working 
knowledge of harmonic practices within all tonal music.

WA 112	 Foundations of Music  (2)

Introduction to a knowledge base and essential elements found within tonal music.

WA 113	 Harmonic Practices I  (3)

Continuation of knowledge base and application of music theory skills developed in WA 112.
Prerequisite: WA 112 or demonstrated music theory proficiency

WA 215	 Harmonic Practices II  (3)

Continuation of knowledge base and application of music theory skills developed in WA 113.
Prerequisite: WA 113

WA 317	 Harmonic Practices III  (3)

Continuation of knowledge base and application of music theory skills developed in WA 215 with an 
emphasis on various forms of popular music including jazz, pop, contemporary worship, etc.
Prerequisite: WA 215

H A R M O N I C   P R A C T I C E S
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M U S I C I A N S H I P

Practical musicianship skills including ear training, critical listening, sight singing using the moveable “do” 
Solfege system in all major and minor keys, transcriptions, intonation, and rhythmic dictation. These courses 
are designed to be taken concurrently with corresponding Harmonic Practices courses (i.e. WA 113 & 114, 
WA 215 & 216). WA 114 introduces students to the moveable “do” Solfege system for pitch identification in 
tonal music. It also explores intonation, rhythmic dictation, melodic and harmonic intervals, scales, and critical 
listening. WA 216 builds on this foundation in the areas of sight singing, critical listening, rhythmic dictation, 
and melodic and harmonic dictation.

WA 114	 Musicianship I  (2)

Introduction to knowledge base and application of musicianship skills. To be taken concurrently with WA 113.
Prerequisite: WA 112 or demonstrated musical proficiency

WA 216	 Musicianship II  (2)

Continued application and development of musicianship skills established in WA 114. To be taken 
concurrently with WA 215.
Prerequisite: WA 114

WA 323	 Music Technology  (3)

Provides students with the technological tools and hands-on experience necessary for producing 
professional sample-based MIDI sequences and audio recordings. The course explores multi-track 
sequencing, editing, and mixing using Propellerhead’s Reason software program.
Prerequisite: WA 215 and 216

WA 324	 Audio Production  (3)

Provides students with the technological tools and hands-on experience necessary for producing 
professional audio recordings. The course explores multi-track audio recording, editing, mixing, and file 
management skills using Avid’s Pro Tools software program.

WA 325	 Video Production  (3)

Provides students with the resources and hands-on experience necessary for producing professional 
videos. The course explores video camera basics, video recording, editing, and file management skills using 
Apple’s Final Cut Pro video editing software and Apple’s Motion software program.

M E D I A  &  T E C H N O L O G Y
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E N S E M B L E S

WA 182	 Vocal  Ensemble  (1)

Group of vocalists that participates in chapel services, community engagements, and special campus 
events, etc. with potential for travel and ministry opportunities off campus. Open to all students.
Audition required.

WA 183	 Jazz Ensemble  (1)

Small instrumental jazz combo group that participates in chapel services, community engagements, and 
special campus events, etc. with potential for travel and ministry opportunities off campus. Open to all 
students.
Audition required.

WA 184	 Worship Ensembles  (1)

Group of vocalists, instrumentalists, and media personnel that prepares and leads worship for weekly 
campus chapel services, camps, youth retreats, etc. with potential for travel and ministry opportunities off 
campus. Open to all students.
Audition required.

WA 185	 Instrumental Ensemble  (1)

Group of instrumentalists that participates in chapel services, community engagements, and special campus 
events, etc. with potential for travel and ministry opportunities off campus. Open to all students.
Audition required.

A P P L I E D   L E S S O N S

Applied piano, voice, drums, strings, and guitar lessons are available with qualified instructors who model 
and teach proper technique and encourage overall competent musicianship. Students taking applied 
lessons will receive 12 individual half hour lessons each semester. As part of our department assessment 
plan, individual end-of-semester performances before the entire worship arts faculty are required for all 
students enrolled in applied lessons regardless of their major. There is an additional fee for applied lessons.

WA 105	 Applied Piano Lessons  (1)
WA 106	 Applied Voice Lessons  (1)
WA 109	 Applied Drum Lessons  (1)
WA 110	 Applied Guitar Lessons  (1)
WA 115	 Applied String Lessons  (1)
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