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Thank you Jackie [Lacey] for that incredibly kind introduction.  I am honored and humbled to be 

with all of you here tonight and extremely thankful for your support.   

 

I stand before you tonight at the end of a journey that I could have never anticipated.  Never 

would I have imaged that the son of immigrants, someone who grew up in a working class 

neighborhood in Boston and came to this city almost 34 years ago with little more than a dream 

and a desire to protect and serve our community, would be standing here today as your Sheriff. 

 

We also all stand together tonight at the start of a new journey.  We all are at a defining and 

historic moment for our Sheriff’s Department.  This is a moment when we will have a chance to 

show our resolve and our commitment to serve with fairness and compassion for all: for the 

victims of crime, for those in our jails, and for the public that expects and deserves the highest 

standards of constitutional policing.  Working together, we can move beyond past problems, 

rebuild the fractured relationship with our community and usher in a new era for this great 

Department.   

 

I entered the race for Sheriff less than one (very long) year ago because I realized that change in 

the LASD would not, and could not, come from within.  For decades, I worked closely with and 

greatly respected the historic and important role of the Sheriff’s Department within our 

community.  Yet as a member of the Citizens’ Commission on Jail Violence, I witnessed the 

failure of leadership at the Department’s highest levels – the plummeting morale among the 

Department’s many dedicated men and women and the erosion of trust between the LASD and 

many in our community.   

 

During this campaign, I have seen and heard not simply from members of our community, but 

also from countless deputies and dedicated public servants at the LASD that they are ready for a 

new day.   

 

They are ready for new leadership.   

 

They are ready to move beyond past problems.   

 

And they are ready to show our community that we are here to work with you as we keep our 

neighborhoods and families safe. 

 

Today we have the opportunity to fulfill that vision and move forward. 

 

I want to thank the voters who have placed their trust in me and have given me the privilege to 

serve as your next Sheriff.  I promise that I will not let you down. 

 



Yet I also know that I would not have been able to undertake this journey without the support 

and assistance of my family.  Thank you to my wife Kathy and our daughters Kelly and Megan, 

for all your love, patience and support through these past months. 

 

Thank you also to my parents for their sacrifices over the years. I wish they could have been with 

me here tonight.    

 

My parents represent the best of the American dream – immigrants who came to this country 

with very little and struggled to ensure that their kids had the education and support to achieve a 

better life.  They instilled in me the values that have served as the guideposts throughout my life: 

hard work, integrity and treating all people with respect.   

 

Thank you also to my friends and leaders across the County who helped build an 

overwhelmingly broad and diverse coalition of support.  District Attorney Jackie Lacey, the 

distinguished members of our Board of Supervisors, and Council President Herb Wesson; thank 

you for your kind words tonight and your unwavering support.  To Mayor Garcetti and all of the 

elected leaders in our State and County who supported me – thank you for embracing this 

lifelong cop, who knew little about politics.  

 

Thank you also to the many community leaders and groups who have helped communicate my 

vision to our wonderfully diverse County: Reverend Murray and all my fellow Citizens’ 

Commission on Jail Violence members, the Chambers of Commerce, our partners in labor – 

including the Professional Peace Officers Association and the Association for Los Angeles 

Deputy Sheriffs – as well as the advocates who have tirelessly pushed for a better LASD. 

 

And to my friends, including donors, campaign staff, volunteers and supporters too numerous to 

mention but many of whom are here tonight.  Please know how deeply grateful I am for your 

vote of confidence.   

 

Your support humbles me. Your passion for LA County once again having the Sheriff’s 

Department it deserves inspires me.  And your unwavering belief in a Department that we can all 

be proud of will compel me to redouble my efforts, every day, to see LASD embody the highest 

standards of constitutional policing. 

 

I entered law enforcement three decades ago with a commitment to this noble profession and a 

heartfelt belief in the oath every deputy takes to protect and serve. 

 

I have been proud to work with law enforcement partners who, every day, put their lives on the 

line to keep others safe.  Sadly we have seen four of our own killed in the last two weeks in 

California alone. 

 

I’ve been proud to serve as a leader who has made clear that, even during the most challenging 

of times, we must never lose sight of the need to serve with competence, compassion, respect 

and integrity. 

 



In the past few years, the Department’s leadership has let down our community, as well as its 

own deputies.  Both deserve a new day. 

 

It is time to repair our public’s trust and restore morale within our Department.  That will be my 

top priority as your new Sheriff. 

 

In the coming months, I will work with all of you, our community and our leaders to bring about 

a more open, transparent and accountable Department.  We will make our expectations clear, 

ensure that mistakes are acknowledged and addressed promptly and fairly, and we will welcome 

(rather than fear) the engagement and watchful eye of the community we serve. 

 

We must work in partnership with our community and never forget that the authority and 

legitimacy of law enforcement comes from those we serve. 

 

We must promote partnerships with others to develop new and smart approaches to public safety.  

We cannot succeed in silos. 

 

I will work with our visionary D.A. Jackie Lacey and other County partners to develop new 

strategies for how we treat those suffering from mental illness.  And I will support new diversion 

approaches so we help those in need and limit the use of our justice system and jails to those who 

truly should be removed from society. 

 

Addressing the challenges facing our Sheriff’s Department will not be easy.  And changing ways 

of doing business that have spanned decades will not happen quickly.  But I believe we can – and 

we must – start down this path now; and I will not waver in my commitment to do so. 

 

On the side of each LASD patrol car is inscribed the motto: “A Tradition of Service Since 1850.”   

 

This Department is a part of the rich fabric of LA’s history.  And I am honored, and humbled, to 

be entrusted by you, and the voters, with restoring a proud Department and moving it forward.   

 

But to preserve this “Tradition of Service”, we must transform the LASD – from the agency we 

too often read about in the press, to one that everyone can agree is founded on principles of 

honesty, service to the community and respect for all. 

 

The voters made clear today that they are ready for this change.  They are ready for a Sheriff’s 

Department that they can trust and be proud of. 

 

So tonight, we celebrate our hard work and this incredible election.  But tomorrow, we will begin 

to put in place a process of positive transformation of the Sheriff’s Department. 

 

Thank you for joining me thus far on this journey.  I look forward to what we will accomplish 

together in the journey ahead. 

 


