
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cynical deal to cast families out before Christmas 
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development of 98 units will have –and 

with the greatest respect to our homeless 

people, who have enough to bear with- let 

me suggest that the vast majority are 

jobless and may have other issues due to 

their difficult and unconventional 

circumstances.  I mean no disrespect but it 

is a fact of life that you cannot be 

employed without National Insurance 

registration and that is only valid with an 

address.  Similarly, it is not possible to 

claim state benefits being of no fixed 

abode.  To my mind, a Planning Inspector -

were a decision on this development to be 

appealed- would need to take into account 

the “change in the character of the use of 

the land.”  An important phrase, that, and 

one which would be both demonstrably 

apparent and, it has to be said, 

foreseeable.  But how does one appeal a 

decision if no decision has been recorded? 

ST MICHAEL’s GATE (GATE) 

At the recent ‘call-in’, where Council 

decisions are scrutinised by a cross-party panel, 

it was alleged by Labour that the deal to evict 

74 households and form those dwellings into 

98 units of accommodation was undeliverable 

due to non-compliance with Town Planning and 

building legislation, no permissions having been 

sought.  Cllr Seaton was dismissive: they had 

checked with the Planning and Legal 

departments and here was no requirement to 

go through those processes for adapting these 

buildings in the manner envisaged.   

We beg to differ.  Whilst changing the 

use classification from a single family dwelling 

to a ‘House in multiple occupation’ (HMO) e.g. 

a student let, may not require planning 

permission, do 74 houses at one time?  On the 

face of it, no – they don’t.  But… if you consider 

the effect that moving families out of and 

moving homeless people into one single 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WASTE OF TIME 

Bulky waste and abandoned 

vehicles continue to blight many areas of 

the city and the East is not immune.  

Privatised services need to make a profit 

and it was so surprise that the previously 

free collections of bulky waste would be 

charged for.  Unsurprisingly, enforcing a 

charge for a service that was previously 

free has proved unpopular to the extent 

that it is hardly workable.  Our less civically 

minded citizens (or maybe those more 

cash-strapped than others) are fly tipping 

to evade these charges.  It was always on 

the cards of course. And in no way 

unforeseeable.  How much it costing to 

investigate and enforce fines against ‘illegal 

dumping’? 

 

Labour AWARE sticker 

Report dumping to your Labour team and 

we will get it cleared.  Our stickers can 

reassure you that we are dealing with it.  It 

is hoped that the Labour initiative of 

regular community skips can be rolled out 

citywide to clears sofas and bicycles. 

 Whilst we are outraged that a company 

is attempting to force people out of their 

homes wholesale, we can also spare a thought 

for the homeless who will inhabit; they are not 

the villains of this piece.  I wish them well, 

really I do.  Having the security of a roof and 

walls is so much more than providing shelter.   

All people should be afforded equal 

protection under the law, and there are a 

couple of laws that pertain to fire precautions 

and safety, including fire detection, the 

protection afforded by proper building 

construction and the provision of means of 

escape.  I find it difficult to believe that 98 

dwellings made out of 74 (a 24% increase) can 

be compliant.  It may be that the parties to this 

convenient contract which will save the city 

council £1.8m have no such scruple – certainly 

it is a matter of record that no application has 

been sought or indeed lodged with the council 

building inspectors for any adaptation work.   

Can work considered as “renovation” 

really increase the number of bedspaces for 

dwellings not occupied by one family be made 

compliant with the law yet not require the 

same measure of conformity as similar 

buildings elsewhere?  Perhaps we should seek 

expert opinion by an independent third party 

such as, I don’t know, how about the Fire 

Brigade – or Cambridge Fire & Rescue Service 

as they are more formally titled?  They have a 

Fire Prevention Officer who can rule in such 

matters.  Well, that is to say the Regulatory 

Reform Order puts the onus on the building 

owner to comply and the FPO acts in the role of 

advisor.  The FPO has been in touch with the 

City Council and the property owner’s agent.  

Of course, compliance with printed statute may 

take a while to effect, and it may come at some 

additional cost.  But better to be safe than 

sorry; better to protect building users rather 

than have to report to an investigating body or 

the courts following an incident where there 

have been fatalities. 

PAVED WITH GOLD 

Given that PCC hopes to save £1.8m 

by entering into an extremely controversial 

contract to house homeless people by 

evicting paying tenants and their families, it 

is rather odd that they should spend £2.0m 

renewing undamaged paving in Lower Bridge 

Street outside Rivergate and the Magistrates’ 

Court. 
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PHARMACY UPDATE 

In April we reported on the proposed 

reduction in the number of pharmacies across 

the city.  Of the 40 pharmacies across the city, 

the Department of Health’s proposals to reduce 

pharmacy services funding by 12% this year and 

a further 7.4% after April will change the face 

of service delivery to our communities.  The 

threat of business inviability and the void that 

creates for those who require advice on 

medicines and minor ailments is a real one and 

it might not be case of just the independents 

going to the wall, even the larger concessions in foreign-owned supermarkets and high street names 

are subject to the same cuts and may not be supported by other parts of the business. 

Whilst the Department of 

Health’s proposals have been 

rejected by the Royal Pharmaceutical 

Society, the will of HM Government 

may yet be imposed.  Conservative 

MP for Warrington South, David 

Mowat is the Under Secretary of 

State for Community Health & Care – 

he has responsibility for pharmacy 

and all other aspects of primary care.  

Please write to your MP, Stewart 

Jackson, demanding intervention to 

save these important services and 

take the pressure off Accident & 

Emergency and Minor Injuries Units.  

 

  

In partnership with Unite, we are encouraging our brothers and sisters from 

the Baltic and Central European countries to register with a union.  In this 

edition we feature the Lithuanian version of the “Ten good reasons to join 

Unite” flyer. 

FIRE.  ESCAPE? 

Remedial fire protection 

works continue at Peterborough 

City Hospital.  The present 

programme to put things right will 

take until early 2019.  How much 

expenditure and inconvenience 

could have been avoided by getting 

it right first time?   

Safety in the event of fire is 

paramount and all buildings should 

be designed with safety in mind, not 

thrown together as death traps. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I REMEMBER WHEN THIS WER’ 

ALL FIELDS, Y’KNOW 

Way back in the latter part of the 

19
th

 century, when Eastfield and Newark 

were the only outlying villages of any note, 

there were few distinct features between 

Eye and Peterborough.  There was a toll 

booth at the entrance to what is now 

Newark Avenue off the Eastfield Road, 

leading to “Dodsthorpe”, and curiously, the 

archaic remains site of a ‘Magdelene Chapel’ 

which is either now beneath Sainsbury’s 

(possible the car park – wonder if University 

of Leicester will be interested?) or part of the 

Perkins site.  Tom Hanks hasn’t been spotted 

in the area but rumour has it that Dan Brown 

is researching a new book. 

Your  Labour  Team 
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LABOUR ARE IN IT TO WIN IT 

Peterborough Labour recently held their 

Annual General Meeting and also a celebration 

event to welcome new members.  The Labour 

party believes that the views of all members 

count and no-one need feel shy of attending 

meetings and speaking out or questioning.  All of 

us were novices once and there is no shame in 

being new to something: if you have taken out 

membership and paid your dues you have as 

much right to be heard as anyone. 

For some reason, younger men are 

particularly underrepresented in the local party.  

The party is trying to provide a balanced 

spectrum so that we can truly speak ‘for the 

people’; we are very happy for a member to 

sponsor or introduce a friend, so come along and 

help us make it the future you want. 

We may be the biggest political party in 

Europe, but there is still room for you to join us. 
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TOP TIP – We are getting into the season of condensation and mould.  Every night when you go 

to bed and shut all the windows and doors, you breathe about two pints of moisture into the air by 

morning.  The warmer air in your room is at higher vapour pressure and contains more moisture 

than the outside, but will condense on cold surfaces like window glass.  Open the window and go 

for your shower.  When you come back the moist air has been expelled, the windows are drier and 

you just know what to put on to be warm.  Close the window and go.  Job done and problem 

solved (well, reduced anyway.  Anti-mould sprays help but this is the best free advice you’ll get.) 


