
       

 

         November 1, 2016 

 

Dear Residents of Mountain Lakes – 

 

We’re writing to encourage you to vote for the New Voices for Mountain Lakes in 

the upcoming Borough Council election on November 8.  Many of us are active in town affairs 

and have served on the Borough Council, Planning Board, Zoning Board, and other Borough 

committees and commissions.  We are Republicans, Democrats and Independents, and all are 

very concerned about the future direction of Mountain Lakes. 

 

Over the last 2-3 years Borough Council has lost its focus on what is best for Mountain 

Lakes.  It no longer is preserving and protecting the values and character of the town, nor is it 

operating in an open and transparent manner.  It is time to elect some new leadership for the 

following reasons - 

 

 The Council has amended our zoning ordinances to effectively accommodate spot zoning 

for inappropriate developments.  For example, the zoning for the Rt. 46 area for the Villa 

(now the Mansion) was changed to allow a 5-story hotel when no building along Rt. 46 is 

more than 2-3 stories.  Another example is the rear lot of King of Kings property on Rt. 

46.  Council rezoned the area to allow a high density townhouse development on an 

environmentally challenged property instead of modifying the zoning to be compatible 

with neighboring residential zones.  They did this in the name of affordable housing and 

over fear of a builder’s remedy suit.  Our existing ordinances already insure any new 

residential development will have appropriate affordable housing.  The issue is not 

affordable housing but inappropriate development.   

   

 The Council may authorize capital expenditures and raise taxes without public approval.  

While roads and dams merit repair, extensive renovations to Borough Hall and 

Birchwood and Island beaches have not been adequately vetted with the public.  Council 

needs to collaboratively examine more alternatives and seek more feedback before 

committing over $5,000,000 to projects which do not appear essential to the quality of 

life in the Borough.  In some cases, shared service arrangements with neighboring 

communities should be considered.    

   

 The Council is not operating in an open and transparent manner nor meaningfully using 

the resources of its boards, commissions, and committees.  The latter entities are how the 

Council stays connected to the community and receives broad input.  It instead often 

presents a “done” product/view to these entities, meets privately with developers, and 

does not explain to the public what is truly driving its actions.  This is particularly true in 

the case of the above zoning amendments and developments, affordable housing plans, 

possible new water contracts, and the Council’s proposed capital projects.  The manner in 

which the Council operates needs to change to insure community input and openness. 

 

 



 

 

 

For the above reasons, we are endorsing the New Voices for Mountain Lakes slate of 

Lauren Barnett, Janet Horst, Cynthia Korman, and David Shepherd.  They are excellent, 

well educated people with strong business experience.  We believe they will make sensible and 

reasonable decisions for Mountain Lakes and protect and preserve the future of Mountain Lakes.  

We urge you to vote for them on November 8. 

 

    Lakers for Mountain Lakes, 

 

George Jackson (past mayor and councilman) and Marge Jackson 

James Moody (past councilman) 

Chris Sullivan (past mayor and councilman) 

Ellen Emr (past councilwoman) 

Sandy Batty (past councilwoman and chair of Planning Board) 

Lynn Uhrig (past councilwoman) 

Mark Laurenzi (past President of Board of Education) 

Bill Leutchen (past Planning Board member) Joyce Leutchen (past councilwoman) 

Catherine Harvey (past chair of Environmental Commission) 

Peter Bolo, (past chair of Zoning Board of Adjustment)  

Jeff Leman and Penny Leman (past chair of Shade Tree Commission) 

Jim and Linda Hyson Jim and Susan Ferguson  

Burton and Susan Rein Rainer Mimberg 

Dan and Rebecca Lubetkin Rich and Beth Grebe 

Dana Porgorzelski Jackie Bay 

Betsy Broome   Ann Greek 

Bob and Francoise Burn Pete and Lynn Wilmot 

 Eileen Dunn 
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