Text: 
Matthew 15:8-9 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

      Subject: 
In Church But Out Of Fellowship
   Objective: 
In this text we will examine the fact that many folk go to church faithfully yet they are out of touch or out of fellowship with God. In fact this text tells us that God is not concerned with what come off your lips, rather He is intoned to what is in our hearts. We eventually come to the conclusion that man has a heart condition and only Jesus can cure this condition!


In Church But Out Of Fellowship
Introduction:
 Satan has blinded many Christians to thinking that all they have to do is go to church. Many folk feel all they have to do is go to church, sing, pray, preach, give an offering and go home. And this is what Jesus was speaking against in this text.


Many churches today have what I call “Motion Sickness”. Meaning that all they do is go through the Motions. And many folk are getting sick and tired of just going through the Motions. You see when you go through the motions you keep doing the same thing over and over and over and over again.  

And if anybody out there is sick of going through the motions, you don’t have to go to the doctor, I am here to let you know that you just have a case of “Motion Sickness”. And if you want to get healed from “Motion Sickness” all you got to do is break the monotony and do something different.


In Church But Out Of Fellowship

Now we must understand that joining the church is like being married. When you accept Jesus as your personal Savior you have joined or married Jesus. This is why the Bible used the analogy of the church being the Bride and Jesus being the Bridegroom. Amen

And marriage is about relationship. Any married couple will let you know that they have been married for years but they have not always been in fellowship. 

You see, me and my wife have been married for 15 years, but during those years we have had some times when we were out of fellowship. Now the love was always there, but sometimes the agreement was gone! Sometimes we had to separate ourselves form each other, she did not want to talk to me and I did not want to talk to her. Now we are still married but out of fellowship. Amen

And I said that to emphasized the fact that we can be in a relationship with Christ and have love for him, but the fellowship is not there because we are not communicating. Everyone has had a friend or loved one that they fell out with and decided they wasn’t going to talk to them anymore. That called out of fellowship!

You see communication is the key to any relationship, if you do not talk to a person you can’t be in fellowship with them. And many folk feel they are in fellowship with God and they don’t even talk to God in prayer. And if the only time you pray is in church, then you are out of fellowship. And if you are not praying form your heart, you are still out of fellowship.

Jesus even warned us about routine prayer in:

Matthew 6:5-8 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.

Many times we know what folk in the church are going to say when they pray. And this is what Jesus spoke against, vain repetitions. Doing the same thing over and over just to sound good. And sometimes the prayers that sound good don’t reach the ceiling, Why, because as our text points out in Matthew 15:8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.

It is not what comes out of the mouth that God hears, but it’s what comes out of the heart. Amen!

In Church But Out Of Fellowship

Now another way to get out of fellowship with God is good old fashion disobedience. The children of Israel found themselves out of fellowship with God time and time again, simply because they would not hearken to the word of the Lord. And this is the same problem many of us have today, we know who God is, we just simply choose not to live according to His word. And when we do this we are:

In Church But Out Of Fellowship
God is our father therefore we are His children. And when I was growing up, when my father told me to do something and I did not do it, not only did I get a whipping, but also now I am out of fellowship with him. So until I get back on his good side or back in right standing with my father. I can forget about asking him to buy me something.

And this is why a lot of our prayers are not being answered, we are simply out of fellowship with God and he is waiting for us to get back in right standing with him. 

 2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

Back in our chosen text:

           Text:   

Matthew 15:8-9 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

Verse 9 says, “But in vain they do worship me…” Does this really mean that my coming to church does me no good? Now when something is done in vain, this means it is useless. Just like the salt that looses its flavor is good for nothing but to be trodden under the foot of man!

So if we are in church but out of fellowship, then your singing your praying, even your preaching is in vain when it comes to you! God can still use your gift and talent to bless someone else but there is no reward for you, because your heart is not in what you are doing.

In Church But Out Of Fellowship
We must also understand that if we are out of fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ then we are out of fellowship with God. 

In fact God points this out very clearly in: Matthew 5:23-24  Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.

In essence God is saying to us, how can you be in fellowship with God in whom you have never seen and be out of fellowship with your brother that you see daily?

And because of grudges, envy, strife, jealousy between our fellowman, we are:

In Church But Out Of Fellowship
Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion: In order to be out of fellowship, you first must have already established a relationship. Can’t fall out if you have never been in!


And if you have never accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, then you don’t have a relationship with God. For in John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 


And if you have accepted Jesus Christ as your personal savior and have backslide. God is simply saying return to your first love and get back in fellowship with Him by repenting and communication with the Father through His son Jesus Christ!


With that I leave you, God bless you and God be with you!

INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to repentance. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Apostle Keith Ross
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