          Text:   I Corinthians 13:1-3

      Subject:  Until I know That You Care, I Don’t Care What You Know
   Objective: 
In this text, we will look at how important it is to genuinely care for one another. We will also see how it is easy to learn the art, yet it takes great effort to have the heart. “It’s not the Art it’s the Heart” There are a lot of preachers that have the Art but not the Heart.

Introduction:
In these verses, Paul is using himself as an example. And this is what we as Christians should be doing, Amen using ourselves as examples not someone else. Paul said though I do this and that, all things that were good, yet he said if I have not charity or love then it is all vanity. Paul is trying to get us to understand that we must not just help folk, we must not just feed the poor, we must care that they are hungry. We say all the time “what comes from the heart reaches the heart” and it’s true. But really what this tells us is that this person really cares about what he is doing or saying at that time. 

God examines a man’s heart, we cannot see what is in a man’s heart like God. But we can discern his heart, when he or she speaks or acts out. There is a different atmosphere in a place when someone cares about what they are doing. 

People say it all the time about New Faith, they say it is an atmosphere that makes it easy to praise God. And this is a reflection that we care about our purpose for being here. If you look in on a classroom where the teacher genuinely cares for the students the atmosphere is totally different from a teacher who is just there for a paycheck. Children are better heart or care discerners that us adults. And UNTILTHEY KNOW THAT YOU CARE, THEY DON’T CARE WHAT YOU KNOW!!

I.
We should not speak it unless we care! (Read v.1)!
Paul said though I may be able to preach until you shout about it, even though I can sing like an angel. If I do not care about what I’m preaching, or if I do not sing from my heart, then he said I am no more than noise. We have all heard a song that sounded like a bunch of noise. We can tell when a song was written for money vs. one written from the heart. Whether it be a blues, rap, country or gospel. When you can feel the words of a song that song was written form the heart of the artist. Even in the church we can tell when the preacher is preaching out of his heart, we can tell when someone is singing from their hearts, how because we not only hear them but we also feel them. Amen

II.
Even knowledge and faith is naught unless we care! (Read v. 2)!
I doesn’t make any difference how much knowledge or gifts a person has if they do not care for God, then they cannot care for you. The best doctor is the one that does not think he is God, but one that knows God. The doctors always have a questionnaire for new patients. But I believe we ought to have one for them. We ought to be able to ask them if they believe in Jesus Christ. And if so who is their Pastor? Because if they do not care for God, then how can they care for me?

UNTIL I KNOW THAT YOU CARE, I DON’T CARE WHAT YOU KNOW!!!

This verse says even if I have faith to remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. I can have all the faith in the world, but if I do not care whether a thing comes to pass or not, then what good is my faith. God says its good for nothing.

III.
 Even our good works are nothing unless we care! (Read v. 3)! 

You can only be blessed from God according to your heart. It does not make any difference how much you gave, what matters to God is the spirit you gave it in. Paul here says ‘though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor”. Paul here is saying even if I give all that I have, and still do not care for the ones I’m giving it to, it profited me nothing. For example if someone gives New Faith a donation, with an intention to be recognized for their donation, then we will be blessed they God says they have already received their reward. They do not have anything else coming. And many folk today help others so they can brag or boast about it. They will give you a few dollars and can’t what to tell someone else they had to help you out, but I don’t believe that is right, if I help someone out of my heart, then if it get s out that I have helped you, then you ought to be the one who told it, not me.

Conclusion: 
And as I close, “I told you we would be brief”. We as Christians must realize that we minister to others with our hearts. If we do not genuinely care a bout a person’s soul, then it behooves us to leave them alone. Why?, because neither one of us will profit. God will not bless us because he knows are heart and true intentions. And those we witness to will not receive what we have to say, because they will also know that we do not care. 

UNTIL I KNOW THAT YOU CARE, I DON’T CARE WHAT YOU KNOW!!!

I’m so glad that God cared enough for us that he sent his only begotten son Jesus Christ, who gave his life that we may have it more abundantly. And if you have not accepted Jesus as your personal Saviour, then know is your time. For Jesus died for your sins and mine, and they laid him in a borrowed tomb and on the third day morning, because God cared, He raised our Lord and Saviour Jesus from the dead, and He rose with all power in heaven and in the earth. Accept Him while you have the time, for tomorrow is not promised to any of us.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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