          Text: 
I Kings 6:7-14
      Subject: 
After The House Has Been Built
   Objective:   In this text today, our focus will be on what is required of us after the construction of God’s house is finished. After the church has been established there is still much work to be done.

Introduction:
We see here that King Solomon had a task before him. And this task was predestined through his father King David. Throughout history sons have finished the works that their fathers had begun. However God always has a process to the construction of what is being built in His name. There are many construction companies in our day and time, and they all have their own processes or steps to constructing a building. But when it comes to building a ministry, if you research it, God uses the same process over and over. You see what God has done here at New Faith is not something unique. We are just another one of God’s projects. And we are still in construction, but soon the house will be finished. And after the house has been built, we will still have much work to do.

I. 
God’s Construction Site is Decent and in Order (Read v. 7)!
Notice here that the stones were made ready at another location and brought to the site were they were building the House of God. The purpose for this was so that there would not be noise at God’s construction site. God’s house should be a temple of peace and if there is no peace in the church then it may not have been constructed by God.  By God having the materials prepared away form the building, the noise from the hammers and the axes were not heard at the temple. This how God is building New Faith. You see he prepared the building materials for New Faith at Antioch, at St’ Luke, at Mt. Gilliam or whatever church you belonged to before you came to New Faith. So when you arrived all God had to do was put you in place. And he did not have to distract the assemblers with the noise of the axe and the hammer to get you prepared for New Faith. I did not have to work on Bro. Dukes when he got here, all I had to do was put him in place. We must understand that we all are just building materials in Gods’ construction plans. And we all are important to the construction of the building. Some of us are pillars, while others are leaning post. Some of us are stronger than others and we serve in that capacity. Some of us are beams and some of us are siding. Some folk in the church are not very strong in the things of God, yet they still have a purpose. While the strong hold up the church, the weaker members are the siding they make the building look good. A building without siding is not an attractive building. So we all have a purpose.

II.
After the house has been built it must be finished (Read v. 9)!
The finishing materials are to beautify the building. The wall to our fellowship hall has been built, but now it needs finishing. One cannot finish a building until the foundation has been laid, until the walls have been erected, and the roof attached. It is important that the house of God be finished. Why, because many folk won’t come in until it looks good to them. Many are not going to come to New Faith until we build that building on the wall. There use to be a time when the building did not matter, in fact in olden days the folk had church at the school house. But now we are so materialistic, to where if the church does not have a steeple we cannot recognize it.

On all of God’s construction sites Jesus is the foundation. This is the only foundation that God builds upon. So if Jesus is not the foundation then what is being built is not of God. I don’t know if you have recognized it but Rev. Ross is not the foundation at New Faith. I’m just material just like you. The same way he is using you He is using me to build New Faith.

III. 
Now that we have obtained we must maintain  (Read v. 11-14)!
After The House Has Been Built 

God told like He told Solomon, as long as you stay in my will I will bless you and your children. This is why I do all I can to stay in God’s will. And your prayer here at New Faith should be that I stay in God’s will. Why? because if Solomon had strayed away from God’s commandments, the House that he built would have been torn down. If the Pastor is not in the will of God then the construction will stop, and the wrecking crew will be allowed to come in. If you don’t know who the wrecking crew is, it’s the folk that come in and all they do is complain, and try to stop every good effort to edify God. They don’t have anything to say until you start trying to drive a nail or set brick, then here they come with negativity. I can’t see how that is going to work; we shouldn’t do it that way, we moving too fast. If you can’t anything positive here at New Faith, then don’t say anything at all. When we make noise at the construction we are out of God’s will. This scripture teaches us that God wants peace in the building of His house.

(Read v. 14)!

So we see here that after god had spoken to Solomon he built the house and finished it. I want you to know that I am just as resolved as Solomon when it comes to the building of New Faith. When God had spoken it doesn’t matter what others may say. I have peace with what we are doing here because I know it is God’s will. And like the song says, if my mother don’t go, if my father don’t go… You all need to take that attitude as well when it comes to New Faith. Even if others don’t support New Faith, if other folk don’t come to the School of the Scripture I will come, because this is my house of God.
Conclusion: 
Since God has chosen us as materials to build this ministry; we must stay in the will of God that He may continue to bless this ministry that we may be a blessing to others. Many other churches cannot help anyone because they have taken their focus of the construction of the house of God. As long as we keep doing the will of God and keep working on our building, then no weapon that is formed against us shall prosper.

After The House Has Been Built there is still     much work to be done.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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