          Text: 
Hosea 2:2-7 (Key verse 5a)
      Subject: 
A Legitimate Conception
   Objective: 
In this text we will examine that conception which is legitimate versus that conception which is illegitimate concerning that which is of God. 

Introduction:
When we hear the word conception, we automatically think of a child being conceived. But the things we conceive of the most are thoughts. In fact the things we find ourselves doing were first conceived in our minds. And the more we think and meditate on that thing, then it creeps into our hearts and Proverbs 23:7 says For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: 


You see we think about cursing folk out before we bring ourselves to actually do it. We say things like I had to give them a piece of my mind. We did not have but a piece of mind to begin with then we go and give that piece away. We gave so in so a piece last week, gave somebody else a piece of our mind yesterday, woke up this morning and gave our spouses a piece. Until we find ourselves with no more pieces to give. And we say to ourselves. I lost my mind; no we did not lose our minds we gave it away piece by piece.

In order to have something that is legitimate there must be something that is illegitimate. For God will always give us a choice. Amen. In society if a child is born in wedlock the child is considered legitimate. However if they parents are not husband and wife then the child is illegitimate. God set up the family and God is the one who has the say in what is legitimate or illegitimate.

First let’s establish that in the eyesight of God, for something to be a legitimate conception it must be born of the spirit. For God is a spirit and he operates in the spirit. If our thoughts and deeds are not born of the spirit, then they are illegitimate.

We have churches that are illegitimate conceptions. We have pastors and preachers who are illegitimate conceptions. They were not sent they went. We have deacons on staff that are illegitimate, why because they do not have spirit. 

Let’s look at the criteria for the deacon for a minute. Acts 6:3 says Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.

We have gotten to the point where we do not even look anymore. Anyone who comes to church regularly we will put them in office. 

First we must look for the honest report, then the Holy Ghost and lastly wisdom. Just because there is an honest report does not mean there is Spirit. Amen. But if there is no honest report then we are to keep looking. But when we find that honest report then we are to discern the Spirit. And we know wherever there is spirit there is wisdom, because wisdom comes from God, not our life experiences.

We must understand that everything that is done in the name of the Lord is not legitimate. A lot of the programs we have are not conceived of the Spirit. And when I say church programs I’m talking about mine as well. We have revivals just because we always have one at this time of the year. But the only legitimate revival is a God sent revival. We have program after program and no one is being moved by the Spirit. When a program is legitimately conceived you can see the Spirit move.

And I believe we will all agree that when we start something we can stop when we get ready. But God had to show me that I cannot stop this thing, which has begun in me because I did not start it. 

Philippians 1:6  says Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

MC Hammer had a song when we were coming up that said “I’m too legit to quit”. Once we have been born of the spirit, we are too legit to quit. (Look at somebody and say I’m too legit too quit)!
I tried to go back to what I used to be but I couldn’t. Because once you have been legitimized, then that which is illegitimate vexes your spirit.

There is a thing between legitimate and illegitimate and it is called a freak. Oh don’t look at me like you have never heard the word freak before. We hear on TV all the time, but when the preacher says it …

There are freaks in here right now. I used to be freak so I know one when I see one.

There was a time when I used to want a woman that would do that which is unseemly or unnatural according to Romans chapter 1. It used to turn me on to see two women together, but now that I have been born of the spirit, now that I am a legitimate conception, those things turn me off.

When I see homosexuals on TV, I have to turn the channel. When I see them in the church singing, I can’t go with them. We have become a illegitimate church because of all the illegitimate things we allow to go on in the house of God. We say things like I know He is a little sweet, but we need him on that piano. God does not need anybody.

A Legitimate Conception!
Let’s look at our text:

Body:             (Read v.2)!
First let’s establish that the mother and wife in this text is referring to us the church. For Christ is married to the church, in fact we are considered his wife or His bride. And He is disgusted because we have begun to cheat on him. Therefore he says we are no longer His wife, nor is He our husband. 

Marriage is a spiritual covenant more so than a physical one. If I commit adultery against my wife, then I am no longer her husband. You see a husband does not cheat on his wife and a wife does not cheat on her husband. Oh we are still married by law, we still live in the same house, we share a bed, and we share a last name. But we are not husband and wife. Why? Because I am not operating in the capacity of a husband. And you don’t have to be having sex to cheat on your spouse.

And this is what God I saying to us tonight. When you mingle and commit adultery with the world, then we are no longer His wife. He is still married to us, for He is married to the backslider. But we are no longer operating in the capacity of the wife.

The responsibility of the wife is to take care of the house. Amen. And we are considered the wife because we have been given charge to tend to the affairs of the House of God, until He returns. And to take care of the house you have to first be at the house. Can’t take care of the house if we are always in the streets. How many of us claim to be the wife of Christ, but we are never at His house.

Marriage is an agreement to be faithful to one another. What constitutes a husband and wife is not the ring on the finger, it’s not the wedding ceremony. But its what goes on after the ceremony that establishes the husband and wife relationship.

When we come down to the altar and accept Christ as our personal saviour or our husband, then we get baptized that’s like the wedding ceremony. But its what we do after we come out of the water that makes us His wife.

(Read v. 3)!

The reason so many of our churches are drying up is because we have committed adultery against our Husband Jesus Christ. And according to His word he has stripped us of our holiness and allowed us to dry up and thirst. We have stopped serving God and went to serving our own agendas. We have left the love of God and fell in love with ourselves and the things of the world.

(Read v.4)!

God is saying that illegitimate conception that was birthed in our adulteress state will not be blessed. God cannot bless our mess and we should not expect Him too. We bring illegitimate babies down to the altar to bless them in the name of the Lord and the father don’t even acknowledge the child as his. That’s the kind of illegitimate stuff we allow in God’s house.

Pastor’s got illegitimate children sprinkled all over the church and the community, and we act as if it’s OK. I’m not saying we are not going to make mistakes, but we ought to at least confess and repent of our sins, that we might be restored. And become legitimate servants of God.

(Read v. 5)!

This verse said that we have left the Lord to go after our lovers, that give us bread, water, wool, flax, oil and drink. We have become a church that seeks after that which is natural.  If it pays the bills it then it’s all right with me. Young ladies are no longer looking for a husband they are looking for a man with a job and some benefits. We want our physical needs taken care of first, then whatever time is left we look for the spiritual. 

But we must understand that it’s that which is spirit that come first. 

For God said in Matthew 6:33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

We are fine as long as our earthly needs are provided for. This is why sometimes God has to take some things from us.  He has to take us out of our comfort zones, before we return to Him.

I was all right when I could get my drugs, my bud light and my cigarettes. But when I lost my job I could not provide these things for myself. And it wasn’t long before I found myself crying out to the Lord to help me.

(Read v.6)!

The reason the church has lost her direction is because He has done according to His word and confused us so that we cannot find our way. We have gotten to where we are trying everything in ministry, but it is not working, why? Because it is not a legitimate conception, we are coming up with these hair brain schemes to get money in the church, when our first priority is not to get money but to win souls for Christ. 

We have lost our way in the ministry of reconciliation. It is not our responsibility as Christians to reconcile our differences between one another. If we reconcile others and ourselves to God, then we have reconciled ourselves one to another. 

You see I can’t make you love me, but if I can get you to love God, then you must love me according to John 13:34  which says, A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.

(Read v. 7)!

(Somebody say, just go back home)!

As we reach the conclusion of the matter, we must realize that we will not prosper separated form the Lord. We all must come to that prodigal son hog pen experience. When we say to ourselves, I believe I go back home, for then was it better with me than now.

And what I love our husband Jesus Christ, is that all He wants us to do is stop our illegitimate conceptions and return to Him.

Conclusion:   And as I close, let us remember that we are married to Christ. And this marriage is a legitimate conception, because it is of the Spirit.


There was a time when a man would go to the father for permission to know his daughter. But know the fathers are not there for the men to ask permission. The reason many of our daughters are getting caught up in illegitimate relationships is because they have not had a legitimate father figure in their lives.


The greatest gift we as fathers can give our daughters is to be legitimate. So when that illegitimate things tries to come along and sweep her off her feet, she will recognize him. Because now she can make a conscience choice because they have been raised by a legitimate conception!


Let’s us close with this thought, if it is not conceived of the Holy Spirit, then it is illegitimate.

Matthew 1:20  But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.

And there you have it: 

A Legitimate Conception!
We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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