          Text: 
Genesis 9:9-17
      Subject: 
Church Covenant (Part II)
   Objective: 
In this text along with our Church Covenant, we will discover that we have to move forward in our agreement with the God and one another. 
Introduction:
God told Moses don’t cry out to me, tell the people so they can move forward. Not backwards but forward. It is our responsibilities as leaders of the church to instruct the people, not only which direction to move but also when to move.


Moses was looking for God to do something, which was his responsibility. Once God had spoken to Moses, it was then time for him to speak to the people. Once God speaks to me, I must speak to you. 


I understand how Moses felt, because there were times when I was frustrated with you all, seemed like the more I asked you all to be on time, the later you got. And I was crying out to the Lord like Moses, and the Lord told me what he told Moses “Speak unto the people that they may move forward”.


And I did as I was instructed and just continued to speak to you all and leading by example. Now I am glad that the majority of us are being on time now. And the ones that are still running late, I am not crying to God anymore, am just going to keep speaking and encouraging that we may all move forward.

Body: CHURCH COVENANT (Quotation marks and underline signify Church Covenant statements)
“We engage,” – (Look at your neighbor and say “neighbor, put it in gear”) Last week we started this Church Covenant. And you can start the car, rev it up, but until we put it in gear, we can’t move. That word engage means we are moving. When a couple gets engaged, it means they are moving towards marriage. And just like everybody that says they are born again are not, and everyone that say they are engaged are not. 

If two persons are engaged and they don’t have a wedding date, then they are not engaged, why we because they are not making plans, or moving forward. Most of the time, they say that to justify their shacking. Many folk tell you they belong to a church so you won’t invite them to yours and they haven’t been to church since last Easter.

“therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit,” – Once we are apart of this spiritual family, then we are led by the spirit and not the flesh. We can’t live this covenant in the flesh, this is a spiritual covenant and the only way to accept and live this covenant is by the spirit. 

We are talking about moving forward.  Acts 17:28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.

Once we are born of God, we walk in the spirit, and when you walk in the spirit we cannot fulfill the lust of the flesh. Which simply means I can’t do what I want to do. 

“to walk together in Christian love” – Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed? We can walk down the same road without agreeing but we can’t walk together, without agreeing. We must understand that if we are a part of an organization and we do agree with the vision or the purpose of that organization, then we are not walking with that organization.

Notice it says we walk together in Christian love, not your love, but the love of Christ. God has no respect for persons and the only way we can come together or walk together is to have Godly love. Unconditional love must be in our hearts, why, because the same folk we dealt with in the world are in the church. Many times the same folk who mistreated us in the world are now in the church. And we must have the love of God to forgive them for how they treated us in order to touch and agree with them so we can walk together. 

“to strive for the advancement of this church in knowledge and holiness” – Now we are getting personal, don’t be down at their church trying to help them if you have not helped the church where you are a member. Don’t go down there and be in their prayer and bible study, but don’t come to your own church’s prayer and bible study. Can’t be a Muslim on Saturday and a Christian Sunday. Who are you with us or them?

“To give it a place in our affections,” – Our affections are in our heart and our minds. If we never think about the church other than when we are here, then there is something wrong. If I say I have affection for my wife, and I never think or do anything for her, then do I really have any affection? You can tell those who have affection for the church, they are asking what can they do, to help in the church. They are bringing things to the church, don’t have to ask the affectionate members to come and work at the church, they just come and work.

“prayers and services above every organization of human origin:” – This covenant supercedes every thing outside those doors. The reason many of us have not attained what we want out there is because we have not lived up to the agreement we made with God and one another.

We worry ourselves crazy on your job, why, because that’s a human organization and we put it before the church. Can’t come to bible study because we are too tired from running around for other organizations. Boss don’t wok on Sunday, but he wants you too, and you are happy to because wee can use some extra change. We are chasing money when we should be chasing God.

The support of the church is not just your tithes and offering. It does not stop there. I’m trying to bring some money in here, God don’t need your help. He does not need our money. He wants or bodies, Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

God wants our bodies not our wallets and purses. If He gets our bodies, he’ll get our wallets and purses. We keep them on our bodies, if we have some money, wherever we go our money is with us. My job as pastor is not to get you to tithe, it is to lead you to God and once you are reconciled to God, then you will tithe on your own accord.

“to sustain its worship, ordinances, disciples and doctrine;” – If you don’t come to worship service you have broken the covenant. If you don’t participate in the ordinance of communion then you probably have broken the covenant. Must be baptized, we learned that last week, and baptism is an ordinance.

Discipline and doctrine are the ones we have the most problem with, we don’t know Christian doctrine and we certainly don’t want to be disciplined. The word discipline comes from the word disciple, the disciples were disciplined men, and they have received the teaching and the rebuking from Jesus. We want to hear what we are doing right but not what we are doing wrong. We want the pastor to empower us but we don’t want him to take that power when we break the covenant.

“to contribute cheerfully and regularly,” – (Look at your neighbor and say “neighbor bring your money with a smile”) and bring it on a regular basis. The bills are regular and therefore we must be regular. The church should be able to pay its bills on time, and when it can’t then someone is breaking the covenant. 

“as God has prospered us,” – All we have comes form the Lord.  If we trace the origin of everything, it leads back to the creation. John 1:3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. WE have to learn to give back to God as God give to us.

“toward its expenses” – Just like our homes, church has expenses, the comfort of our homes cost. We want to be comfortable in the church, but we don’t want to pay the cost. The ones that are complaining are the one not contributing. If our lights get cut then someone has broken the covenant. Don’t think they won’t cut the church’s light off neither.

“for the support of a faithful evangelical ministry among us,” - when we do outreach you need to be there. When I preach somewhere that is our evangelical ministry and you need to be there. If you choose not to be a part of what we do outside these doors, then you have broken the covenant. 

“the relief of the poor and the spread of the gospel throughout the world.” – We don’t help the poor because we think we are poor. The poor are the folk on the street, who don’t have a home. The poor are the folk in foreign countries that are dying because they have no food to eat. Satan deceives us into thinking we are poor, so we keep looking for a handout when we should be giving them. No one in here is poor. In our statement of faith, we are prosperous! Amen

We all need help in spreading the gospel, we don’t know how to evangelize, all we know to do is invite folk to church. We can get them saved in the world, and then they will come to church. We all fall short in this area, but we must learn better to do better and we are getting ready to start our street ministry.

“In case of difference of opinion in the church, we will strive to avoid a contentious spirit,” – We are never going to see all things the same, but this why God established a leader or head. We must stay together at all cost, even when we disagree with one another we still must support one another in the church. Even though you don’t agree with having bible study with cornerstone, you come because you don’t want to bring contention and division. 

When we disagree with something, its not time to leave and say I quit, its time for us to talk and see if we can come to an agreement. Even God said let us reason together. Our problem is we have our way and that’s it, even as the pastor I have to be able to reason for the sake of peace.

And when we separate ourselves from the church, then we are in a dangerous place. That’s called following from a distance and we know that when Peter followed Jesus from a distance he ended up in the enemy’s camp. We must stay close together, that we may protect one another. 

“and if we cannot unanimously agree, we will cheerfully recognize the right of the majority to govern”.  – First we must understand that the church does not vote on spiritual matters. If God said it then it’s going to come to pass, I don’t care how many times you put it to a vote. 

The problem with the black churches is we want to vote on everything. How can they do that we did not vote on that? When God gives instruction when need to move. Now the other stuff like, programs dates and times, work on the building, electing officers in the church, we can vote on things of that nature, but not spiritual things.

Whenever I come to you and tell you God spoke to me and we need to move in this direction, you need to just move, and if I’m wrong He will deal with me not you.

But when I come ask you how you feel about doing this, then I want you vote I want your opinion.

We will engage 2nd gear next week.
Conclusion: 
(Stand and read first & second paragraph together) continued next Sunday!

(We suggest getting a bible sized Church covenant to keep with you and read periodically)

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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