          Text: 
Matthew 18:19 & 20
      Subject: 
Touching & Agreeing
   Objective: 
In this text we will discover that even though we touch, we don’t always agree. And then there are times we agree but we don’t touch.
Introduction:
 First, we want to acknowledge that we all agree on why we are here. We all agree that honor rightly bestowed on pastor & Sis. Rupert. We all agree that we are not here for the food. For I believe we might have gotten a better deal down at Bonanza. Amen

Secondly, we want to agree that we are in the sanctuary. I know that the sign says the Civic Center, and I know that there is no choir stand, nor is there a pulpit or baptismal. But the word Sanctuary comes form the word sanctified. And to be sanctified means set apart for God. And tonight this place is holy; it has been set-aside for the Lord. Now tomorrow it may be set-aside for something else. But tonight it is a sanctuary. Amen So do not get surprised if someone opens the doors of the church.


We must understand that wherever we are that’s where the church is. In the Old Testament, wherever the Children of Israel went they had to take the tabernacle with them. So wherever they were that’s where the church was. And we must understand that we don’t have to go to church, we are the church. We are quick to say we go to church, but who will confess that we are the church.


Jesus and the apostle’s were walking churches. And we are to follow that example. Every body is not going to the church, so we have to take the church to them. Jesus did not need a building to delivered folk. He ministered to them where they were in their time of need. We are so quick to tell folk to come to church on Sunday, but we fail to realize that they can come to church right now, if we are the church.


It’s good that we agree that we are at church. Because we need to know where we are so we can act accordingly.


You see we have a tendency to act according to our surroundings. If you take a man and put him in the wild, he will eventually turn into a wild man. And I don’t care how Holy you are, if you go to the club, before long you will begin to tap your foot. 

And if you stay in that surrounding too long you might find yourself at the bar and then on the dance floor. Because we act according to our surroundings.


And even those of us have been in church all our life; still don’t know how to act in God’s house. Sometimes we act like we are at home. Walking, talking and visiting with folk like we at a picnic in the park. And we have been fooled to think that the finger gives us permission to walk whenever we feel like it. Even the little ones know how to hold up their finger.


Let’s raise this offering, finger time. Preacher gets up to take his text, finger time. Doors of the church are open, finger time. The finger was passed down form slavery times…


Touching & Agreeing!

           Body:   In the body of Christ we must come together at men and women. We say we are on a Christian journey, and Amos 3:3 say How can two walk together except they agree. 

The Pastor and the wife must find common ground. The deacons and the mothers must find common ground. And that common ground is Jesus Christ. And when folk can’t agree in the church that means someone has not found common ground. Someone has not found Jesus.


In our churches in particular we are so divided. The men sit on one side of the church and the women sit on the other. And the children are left to run up and down the aisle. The church is a family and it is time for us to start acting like a family. Its’ time for the Husband’s and wives to sit together with their children, then maybe we can stop them from walking and crawling all over the church


We can agree when we get ready. Amen we can agree on who is the biggest gossiper in the church. We can agree on who which preacher can hoop the best. We can agree on who can sing the best. We can agree on just about everything but what we need to agree on.

The church has split into so many denominations because we can only agree to walk so far. We have decided that we can’t walk all the way together, but like the old folks us to say, “We’ll go a piece the way with you”.


We walk with each other until we get to speaking in tongues. We can walk together until one begins to lay on hands. Even the Muslims walk with us until we get to Jesus Christ.

But until we understand that nothing can separate us from the love of God. And that connection is through Jesus Christ, then we will never be able to walk together in this Christian journey.


Paul said in Philippians 3:15-16  Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing. 


All Paul was saying was let us just walk together on what we can agree on, Jesus Christ and let God reveal to us that which we disagree on. Our problem is we focus more on what we disagree on, than on what we agree on. And this causes us to miss the mark, that Paul tells us to press toward.


I believe we can all agree that when God gives us Pastor’s He also gives us their wives. I know some may wish they could get Pastor to leave her at the house, but He needs her and so do we. I don’t want to go anywhere and preach with out my wife. 


We are package deals, buy one get one free type of thing. And when we do accept the Pastor’s wife. All we want her to do is look pretty and sit on the front seat. We want her hat to match her suit, we ant her nails done, but we don’t want her hands to be pretty, but we don’t want her to put her hands on nothing in the church.


If she can sing we want her sing in the choir, if she can sing. But as soon as she tells someone what they ought to do, as soon as she tries to work with an auxiliary, oh she out of her place then, who do she think she is? She is not the Pastor. She can’t tell us what to do.


What if momma was not allowed to whip us when we was coming up? What if daddy was the only one who could tell us anything in the house? If we really think about it, I bet momma whipped us more than daddy did. And I would rather momma get me than daddy.


So in the church we still need that balance, we still need Pastor and his wife, to make the family complete. Amen


And know that your pastor is who he is, in part because of his wife. For she is his helper. And some Pastor’s Aides will aide the pastor but not his helper. Buy the pastor 3 suits and get his wife some flowers. When you aid the wife you aide the pastor. Buy her what she likes, some shoes, hats and jewelry. 

We know that when we are weak He is strong. And so it is with the pastor and wife. Where one is weak the other is strong. This does not just mean that when one falls the other is there for support. But is means that when I can’t relate then the other can. There are some things like teaching a young lady how to deal with her feminism that I don’t know anything about, but my wife does. So where I am weak she is strong. And vice verse.

So we really need to touch and agree that we need each other in the body of Christ. Amen

Touching & Agreeing!
On more thing I want us to agree on is the fact that there is no extra ceremony we have to go through to become Pastor and wife. And many wives have made the statement “I did not marry the preacher, I married the man”. “I am not married to the church he is”. 

But what we fail to realize wives is that he was a preacher when you married him. He was already a pastor. He just hadn’t come into the knowledge of who he was. He hadn’t stepped into his calling. You were a pastor’s wife when you said I do but just did not know it.

There was a time when my wife and I would have laughed at you if you told us we would be pastor and wife. But God said we were ordained from our mother’s womb. 

Jeremiah 1:5  God said Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.

God knew us before we entered our mother’s womb. Even when we did not agree with God, God agreed with us.
Conclusion: 
And as I close, let us agree with this message that we need one another and that the family is incomplete with out mother and father. And let us agree that we need both the Pastor and his wife just as much as the Pastor and wife need the church.

And let us remember to touch and agree on what really matter and that’s Jesus Christ. Because it’s the life, the death, the burial, the resurrection and the ascension of Jesus Christ that has made us able to touch, agree and walk with God.

We thank God for his word and I thank you for touching and agreeing with me this with this message. 

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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