Text: 
Acts 16:25-26 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed.

(Key verse): Acts 16:25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.
      Subject: 
The Praise That Unleashed The Power
   Objective: 
My brothers and sisters today we ill examine this passage of scripture and discover that when we are in our dire situations and circumstances, these are the times we need to praise God. And we will also come to the conclusion that, it is the PRAISE THAT UNLEASHES THE POWER OF GOD on our behalf.
Introduction:
First let us talk about praise, because I am convinced that many of us do not really know what praise is. The bible dictionary defines the word praise as (expressing honor and gratitude to God through worship, words, attitudes, and actions.) Now that word gratitude means you are thankful, yet so many of us come to church complaining about this complaining about that. How can you praise God when all is on your mind is the problems you have. We have to be thankful to God whether things are going well or not. (Can I get a witness?)

(Through worship, words, attitudes, and actions) Lets’ look at these four words for they are important to praising God. Now firstly through worship, worship simply means to enjoy the presence of God. Yet so many of us look like we would rather be fishing than be in church. We sit there with frowns on our face; some of us sleep in church. If you didn’t come to praise and enjoy the Lord then stay at home. It makes no sense to come to church and not have church. (Can I get a witness?)

The second one is through words. That’s when you open your mouth to praise God. If you come to praise God you ought to be able to sing along with the choir, you ought to be able to say Amen every now and then. But so many folk just sit in church and never move or say a word. Some say well Rev. that’s how I praise him. You are not praising God sitting there twiddling your thumbs and digging in your fingernails. Ladies, sometimes our lips and our fingernails get more attention than God. 

The third one is through attitude. Now we almost need to sit down and talk about this one by itself. Amen Sometimes church folk seem to have the worst attitudes in God’s house. But how many know you can’t praise God with a bad attitude. God don’t accept anything, he wants our best. Why because he gave us his best when he gave us His Son JESUS (Ain’t that right?) 

We tend to get bad attitudes when we are not where we want to be. When we are t work and do not care to be there, we do not get much work done. Amen, when we went to the clubs and the casinos we didn’t have a bad attitude. Why? Because that is where we wanted to be at the time. But now that we have found God, nobody should be able to make us mad in the house of God, why because this is where we want to be. This is where we are suppose to be happy. If God’s children can’t be happy in the house of God, then where can we be happy! 

Lastly is through actions. God wants us not to just say something he wants us to do something. There is nothing wrong with dancing for Jesus. We danced in the clubs all night long! (Amen, and I know I was not the only one in the club dancing) 
It’s alright to clap your hands and pat your feet. It’s OK to stand up and give God some praise. Yet when folk get the Holy Spirit and go running up and down the aisle we look at them like they have lost their minds. When all they are doing is giving God the praise. My bible declares that Kind David, dance naked before the Lord. And if someone starts dancing in the church today we will call them crazy, just like they did David. But all David was doing is expressing praise to God through his actions.

It is not so much what you but why are you doing it? It is not so much as the song you sing, but why are you singing? It’s not the dance you are dancing, but why are you dancing? If you are singing in the choir just because mother made you, then you can’t give God true praise.

My mother sings a song that says, “all at once something happened. My feet got light”. A lot of us can’t move for Jesus, because they dragging around too much mess. We are dragging around, pride, lust, fornication, adultery, lying, cheating, and gossiping, just to name a few. But all we have to do is lay aside every weight that so easily beset us and praise God. And then we will see the power of God unleashed in our lives.



The Praise That Unleashed The Power
Let’s look at our text:

Text:   

Acts 16:25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.
What I like about God is he’s always available. Here it is Midnight and God was available. Anybody ever been in a midnight situation and had to call on the Lord? 

Sometimes I try to get in contact with my wife and I call her at home, she doesn’t answer. I call her cell phone she doesn’t answer; I send her an e-mail she doesn’t answer. But every time I go down on my knees, I don’t have to worry if God is going to answer. Now I may not want the answer that I get but God always answers me. Some say they call him in the morning, some at noonday, and others in the midnight hour. Amen God never sleeps.

Yet we have so many of us we drag into church late. And when folk ask what’s wrong. I was up all night last night, tossing and turning. Then when we pray we say “Thank you Lord for watching over me all last night while I slept and slumbered”. What am I going to stay up all night for when God is up, watching over me. Sis. Ross will tell you I’m going to get my sleep. Amen, I will deal with the problem tomorrow, but right now I am going to sleep.

Now let’s look at Paul and Silas’s, situation. They had been beaten and thrown in prison unjustly. Now here they are in shackles, no doubt in pain from their wounds. Yet they still didn’t complain they just gave God the praises. We want to praise God when the mood suits us. I am not singing today I got a headache. We go to work with the flu, but let a little headache stop us from giving God praise. Paul and Silas teach us that when we are at are lowest, that’s when we ought to have the highest praise. 
Acts 16:25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.

We notice here that the scripture declare “and the prisoners heard them”. What we must understand choir, is that the praise is meant to be heard. Sometimes it looks like some choir members are lip-syncing. Amen, their lips are moving, but you can’t hear them.

Now I wasn’t there, but it is clear that Paul and Silas was not singing to them selves, they realized that they were in a place of bondage and there were others that needed to be free. And there is something about praise that sets other folk free.

This is why the choir is so important in the church. Sometimes it’s not the preacher, but it’s the choir that helps you get your breakthrough. The choir has the job of setting the atmosphere for God to show up and manifest his power. Many times we will find that if the choir is dead then the service will be dead. This is why I want to choir to truly praise God before I stand to declare His word, why because I know I need the power of God to be unleashed before I preach His word. For it is not by my power or by my might, but by the power of God, that people are set free and delivered!

The Praise That Unleashed The Power

Now that Paul and Silas had set the atmosphere with pray and praises. Now the power could be unleashed!

Acts 16:26 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed.

How many folk need something broken up in their lives today? Some might say that it was the earthquake that broke the chains. But I want you to know that it was praising God that broke the chains. When we praise God, yokes are broken. When we praise God enemies are defeated. When we praise God, sicknesses are healed. When we praise God, problems are solved. When we praise God we are set free from everything that tries to bind us. So I saw to you today if you want to be free today Praise God!

Verse 26 declares: And, immediately all the doors were opened and every one’s bands were loosed. 
God wants you to know today that your praise helps other folk. The prisoners didn’t pray one prayer or sing not one song. Yet when God moved he blessed everyone in the place. So when the person sitting next to you won’t praise God, you go ahead and praise him by yourself. When the deacon board won’t praise him, you go ahead and praise him by yourself. 

When the choir doesn’t seem to want to sing on Sunday morning, you go ahead and sing praises by yourself. Just like these prisoners, there are a lot of folk in the church who don’t lend in to the service. They don’t give their tithes and offering. Yet when God moves and they reap the same benefits as everyone else. We are all here today because when we did not have a mind to praise God for ourselves, someone was praising God on our behalf. And it was their praise that unleashed the power of God in our lives.

The Praise That Unleashed The Power
Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion, let us turn to:


Judges 1:1-4 Now after the death of Joshua it came to pass, that the children of Israel asked the LORD, saying, Who shall go up for us against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? And the LORD said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. And Judah said unto Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, that we may fight against the Canaanites; and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot. So Simeon went with him. And Judah went up; and the LORD delivered the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand: and they slew of them in Bezek ten thousand men.


I wanted to read this scripture because we have been talking about praise and Judah’s name meant praise or praiser. And when the question was asked to God, whom will we send first against the Canaanites? And God said, send Judah send praises first. And we see that in verse 4 they were victorious because it was:

The Praise That Unleashed The Power
So I encourage us to give God his praises first, and then we will see the power of God unleashed in our lives. When we wake up in the morning there ought to be praise on our lips. When our enemies are talking about us there ought to be praise on our lips. We the bills are due and there is no money, there ought to be a praise on our lips.

Now in order to praise God we must first believe that He is and the only way to the Father is thru His Son Jesus. And if you do not know Jesus then it is impossible to praise God the Father. So I plead with you to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and if you already then that is more the reason to Praise God, for whom the Son sets free is free indeed.

We thank God for His most holy and divine word.

God bless you & God be with you!
INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to faithfulness. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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