Text: 
Isaiah 28:17 Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.
      Subject: 
Start Straight And Stay Straight
   Objective: 
In this text and others we will examine the necessity to start with God and stay with God. For many have started out with God, but somehow they left the straight and narrow and went their own way. We will also come to the conclusion that the only way to stay straight with God is to walk in the path of His son Jesus Christ.
Introduction:
I am reminded of the disciples that started with Jesus, but one day they turned and the bible says they walked with Him no more. 

Many church folk have started straight and stayed straight for a little while, but now they have gotten off course. Many churches have started straight but have now become crooked. Why, because they have taken their eye off the prize.


Paul said in Philippians 3:14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Paul was able to start straight and stay straight because he kept his eye on the mark. Many churches have taken the focus off of Jesus and put the focus on grant money, and pleasing folk. And I have discovered that in order to please crooked folk you have to become crooked.


One thing we must understand is that you can’t straighten out something that is crooked. The first thing they taught us in drafting class is how to draw a straight line, not a circle, not a triangle, but a straight line. Why? Because if we couldn’t draw a straight line, the circles and the triangles would have nothing to attach themselves to.


If we drew a crooked line, we could not straighten out a crooked line. All we could do was erase that one and draw another one, until we had a straight line. Many of us want God to straighten out our mess, but God says we must start over.


When Nicodemus came to Jesus by night and asked Him how to get straight. Jesus told him ye must be born again. What Jesus was trying to get Nicodemus to understand is that He could not straighten out all that mess the scribes and Pharisees had put in him. He was going to have to start over.

That’s what born again means, to start over. Forget about that crooked life and start a new life. 

Paul says in Philippians 3:13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,

Paul was a crooked preacher before he met Jesus and got straightened out. Paul had been in temple for years and did not know God. Many folk today have been in the church all their lives and still don’t know God. How you know they don’t know God, because they are crooked. You can’t serve a straight God and be crooked.

Start Straight And Stay Straight
When Paul was on the road to Damascus, he was on a crooked road. Amen we all have a road to Damascus. When we were on our way to the nightclub, that’s was our road to Damascus. When we were on our way to that hotel room to fornicate or commit adultery that was our road to Damascus. And there are many roads that lead to Damascus.

But on this crooked road Paul met a straight God and after Jesus had revealed himself to Paul, he took his natural sight and sent Paul to a street called straight. He didn’t send Paul to go around the bend, or tell him to wait in the curve, but he sent him to Straight Street. 

Many of us have met Jesus and been transformed by him, but we haven’t went to that street called straight, meaning we have not straightened up our lives to line up with the straight talk that come out our mouths. And our crooked lives have cause the word of God to be of no effect.

Folk hear our straight talk, then see our crooked lives and turn away from the faith.

               Text: Isaiah 28:17 Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.
Let’s focus on this word plummet. Plummet translated into English is a plumb line. And this word derived from the plumbing trade. If a plumber is running his pipes, he must make sure the pipe is plumb or in line, because somewhere that pipe is going to have to line up with another pipe to connected. Because if we start crooked then we are going to end up crooked. Amen

And God is trying to get us to understand that we must Start Straight And Stay Straight. But we keep trying to get God to line up with us, instead of us lining up with God.

You see God sends his blessings straight down. They don’t follow a zigzag line. The come straight down, and if we are not where we are supposed to be in our crooked lives, then we miss our blessing.

God taught me something when I was very young and now I have come to understand. My dad is a farmer and I remember riding on the tractor with him as he planted the fields. And I was noticing how he laid the rows out straight. 

And one day I asked him how he got the rows to come out straight and he told me that he would look to the other end of the field and picked him out a free or a bush and went straight to it. We must understand that we must keep our eye on Jesus to keep our lives straight.

The first row in that field had to be straight because all the other rows followed the pattern of that first row. If the first row is crooked, then all the rest will be crooked.

On each side of the planter are markers, and those markers are for the others rows on either side. We must understand that we have others that are following after us. And if we are crooked they are going to be crooked.

Start Straight And Stay Straight

Conclusion: 
And in my closing, we want to encourage you to start straight and stay straight because folk are going to come from the left and the right trying to get you off course.


But remember what God spoke in your life, because tradition speaks to us from the left and religion speaks to us from the right, but God speaks to us straight from His word. If it don’t line up with the word then it’s crooked and it’s not of God.


And as I take my seat, if you don’t take anything from this message please remember this. To start straight we must receive Jesus and to stay straight we must be filled with the Holy Spirit.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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