Text: 
Luke 10:1-3 After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come. Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest. Go your ways: behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves.

      Subject: 
A Job Opening
   Objective: 
My brothers and sisters in this text and others we will examine the fact that like God said, there is much work to be done, but the workers are few and far between. And often times we here folk say there are no jobs, or there is no work to do, but the scripture teach us that there is “A Job Opening” for those work want to work for the Lord.
Introduction:
In every newspaper there is the classified section and in this portion of the newspaper various employer list job openings for their companies. And even though we have a job, we sometimes still look at the classified section to see if there is and open position. I know I use to do it.


And what I was doing was looking to do someone else’s job, instead of just focusing on my job. And many times we are this way in the church. Instead of doing what God has given us to do, we are looking around in the church for an open position. We are looking to do someone else’s job instead of focusing on our own.


And what this does is it hinders the whole move or function of the church. If I am the pastor and I have to stop what I am doing to do what the deacons are suppose to be doing, then while I am doing their job, there is no pastor, then that position is vacant or open. (I wish you could see it the way I see it)  If the choir has to stop what they are doing to go out and do the work for the mission, then who will sing Zion songs unto the Lord.


“A Job Opening”

The question becomes who wants a job? We notice in the world that there are many folk who do not want a job. How do we know this, for one, they don’t look for a job. God said seek and ye shall find, knock and the door shall be open to you. (Ain’t that right?)


Many folk in the world are looking for a handout. But God said we are not to be of this world. And God said it is good that we work, in fact the word work is in the bible over 400 times. Even Jesus said he came to do the work of the Father.


So therefore, as Jesus was sent into the World to do a job, he has also commissioned or sent us to do a work in the world. But it seems to me that the church has been sleeping on the job.

Text: Luke 10:1 After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come. 


Notice the verse starts with “after these things”. Now when we study the bible we must recognize phrases like these. For if truly want to understand what is happening, we must look at what just happened.


Lets’ take a step back to see what had just taken place. Luke 9: 57 – 62 Jesus opens up something that many folk fail to realize.


Luke 9:57 And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.


How many of us have told Jesus they will follow him wherever He leads us? But when its time to go, we have second thoughts. (Oh you don’t have to say Amen)


Luke 9:58-59 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.


“A Job Opening”

Here Jesus is giving this man a job opportunity. How many times has the Lord given us a job to do and we had other business more important than God’s business. But at least this man asked Jesus if he could take care of something. Many of us just kicked Jesus to the curb.

I remember being called by the Lord and I know it was the voice of the Lord, but I had a career, I had gone to college, had a decent job, and I was making good money. But what I failed to realize was all that was vanity and vexation against the Spirit. And what God had for me to do far exceeded my own plans.

(Look at your neighbor and say “neighbor you ain’t doing nothing unless God told you to do it”).

We have folk in the church doing their thing, having program after program, bake sale after bake sale, revival after revival. And the Lord hasn't told us to do any of it.

Luke 9:60 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.

How many folk in the church have been given a job opportunity that enables then to live, and they go back to tend to something that is dead. Here this man wanted to go back and tend to his dead father, but Jesus told him to let the dead bury the dead. 

Now we know that dead folk can’t bury dead folk, but what Jesus was trying to get the man to see is, that there are dead folk breathing and walking the earth. And let them bury the deceased; I am trying to give you life and life more abundantly. 

Some of us are still trying to bury our dead. When pastor Johnson left Antioch to take his new job opening. I know there was a tendency to go back and tend to the dead. But this scripture kept coming to my head, “let the dead bury the dead”. 

Church, the job that the Lord has given us to do in this area is going to require us to leave some dead stuff behind. We are going to have to leave some of our church functions behind, we are going to have to lay down some of our old songs, we are even going to have to leave some of our loved ones.

Luke 18:29-30 And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's sake, Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the world to come life everlasting.

No matter what we give up, God has more for us on this side and the next, if we simply take the job and be obedient to His will.

“A Job Opening”

Luke 9:61-62 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house. And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.

Once we take the job, if we quit the job, we are not fit to enter the Kingdom of God. (Somebody say, take the job and keep the job)

Now let’s go back to our text, Luke 10:1

Luke 10:1 After these things (after He explained to them to job and the requirements) the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come. 

Luke 10:2 Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest.

“A Job Opening”

Who wants to work, God says He is looking for some workers who will work in His harvest. This I know, we can’t work for one person and expect another person to pay us.

The scripture says “pray that the Lord will send forth labourers in His harvest”. My dad is a farmer and it would be crazy for him to go and hire someone to work in another man’s fields. How more so does God call us into the ministry for us to work more for the world than we do for Him? But we are expecting Him to pay us for working for them.

Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion, let us look at our last verse: 

Luke 10:3 Go your ways: behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves.

He told them to “go your ways, Jesus sent them out but he did not tell them to go the same way. He gave them all different paths to take. And he has also given each of us different jobs or functions in the Kingdom and it is our responsibility to do our own jobs, so we might fulfill the Father’s will in the earth.

John 9:4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.

When the Lord comes back, who will He find doing the job He has given them to do. As for me I plan to be found working when he comes. 

And the conclusion of the matter is this: When we are set before the Lord at judgment day. I won’t be judged for what you were given to do, I will only be required to answer for my job, and my job only.

So is you know your job in the Kingdom do it, and if you have not accepts your job in the Kingdom I urge you to take the open position while you have the opportunity.

For one day it will be to late to do the work of the Lord.

So for those looking for work: There is “A Job Opening”

Invitation:      If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son (Jesus Christ), that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
And Jesus is still calling us to present our bodies a living sacrifice. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.
We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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